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CITIZE S OR SUBJECT ? 

n ·id! torial 

(Reprinted· by Per is .. ~ ion of the Christian Century) 

hen the war is over, _ merieans may disc.over that in . the early 
months o the conflict d _moeracy_',..r ceived its m st staggering blows 
1n their own country and not at Pe.arl Harbor or on Bataan. Actions 
taken under ~ the guise of military necessity hav already deprived 
numbers of the citizens of this dernoerac:v of their constitutionally 
guaranteed e~uality before the law. Rssential d mocratic rights 
have been infri;·1ged and ra.eial distinctions placed abov la • A 
principle of discriminatinn has been invoke N ich tlfill, 1.f allowed 
to stand, divide our cit1z .. nsh!p into el s..;Jes and bring into question 
the ba ic presuppositions on nhich t .. i~ n tion ~as f ounde • 

As this is wtitten, more than one hundred thousand persons are 
being mov d from th ir homes in the Pacific coast sta tPs to concen~ 
tra ti oh .camps in th interior. ·or than o e-h lf ·of this nu ber 
are Aner1e~ n citizens. They ·e born in this country an hav . n ver 
lived in any other. They owe aliegianceto no other natfon. They 
speak our language, have been educated in our schools, accept our 
customs, pay taxes, vote and render military service. Until recently 
there was never any question that th y were entitled to the exercise 
of the full rights of citizenship unner the Constitution. In its 
fiith and its fourteenth amendment , that Constituti on provid s that 
"no person may bed priv ~d of life, liberty or prop rty wit1out du · ~ 
process of law . " 

Now, •ithout resort to ~ establish l egal proce ures nd without 
a p ocla ation of martial law which would suspend those processes, 
th se citizens a e b 1ng deprived of 11 b rt' an c r . . uff ring th_. 
loss of property. presMential order auth rizing ilitary com-
1anders to remove from d f ns a ·eas any erson hos res nee is 

dee :ed by the inimical to efense has been u ~d as authority for 
the compulsory exacuat1 .n of all persons of ·Japanese desc nt from a 
great zone running the length of the Pacific coast. No hearint:, s or 
other procedure un er the law a~e available to these tens of thou­
sa ds of citizens to prot~ct them fro . the loss of tlheir liberty . 
They are being trea ted xactly as though they ere cneny alien • 
The speed of the vacua ti.on and . · e cupi i ty o 10 :e of - ir white 
nc:i. hbors ... c ve c use them to suffer l argP loss . of pro... rty. Th -Y 
have no means fr dress. On th . sol groun of their raci 1 origin 
they have been e rived of the r t ction of the cons~i tutional 
guarantees ·,hich hav been set up as the i n lienabl e saf guar of 
every citizen. 

How far may thi sort of th"ng be xp~cte to g ? Wh t assu­
rance is there that oth r classes of citizens m y n t on the s me 
or some - ther basis hav · th ir rightc suspend .do c ce tomorro? 
hat hap ns to de. c c rac y w n v ole bloc s o our po ,. ula .ion .ny 

summarily be thrm" n irto segregate class c. ~ of cit z nship? 
The answer may not be as far t o seek as ·e suppos e . 'h st b­

lishment of classes or citizenship has alre~dy proceeded much further 
t 1an is com.manly r cognize • e Amer icans, ~ho have pointed W.th 
such scorn at the nazis for their reduction of the Je s to a st tus 
of secondary citiz nship in G rmany, nee to wa e up to the fact that 
citizenship in this country has already be n ivi e into four dis-
tinct classes, 1th a f fth in prospect. 
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Cl ~SS ·Citizen f this nation, ~·hose eclaration Of 
elar d 'that all ,en are c ated equal, that they 
their Creator ith ce · t~1n in· lien bl . r:t hts, 0 is 

whos · econ. mic stats is such th the is fre . to vote n 
ttc r ·Jh :r he may hap e to i·ve ~ He 1s a c1t1zen in the full 
ocr ti c s -ns . of th ter • e part1e1pa t . in go ~ -·rnment 1n 

v r a l ys a . . is, in theory t le st, a n unque Lt L n Pd r'::.cipient 
of all th 3 civil uara t _es cf the Bill of ights. He hol s thes 

1 ts, not as ~ubj ct 1h fealty t n ov r c po er hich , 
is th- moder c oun ,r rt f th ·" f udal lor , but as fully com-
pet :int a nd ·· GU 1 m ., bcr of · com .ionweal th hi ch ls ove n d by the 

111 o th(· aj ri ty of 1 ts citizens . 
t cscond class c ti n of th ~ n1ted tat ~ s he whit 

per on -.. h i ~ i .nie : t h .r fr an ·hi by th . im ositi _ n of th poll 
t r· · qualific tio- o 1 v ting. In ost r th souther stat -s n 

·~hi ~ per ~ o i is per 1 tte · · t o vote vr h s not paid in f ull th poll 
t · ich is sess d again t ev ry a ul • Since the ta.x 1 umu­
la ti Vf~ , a "e ye r or no. -p . yme.nt eonfront":-': th pros pee ti v vot .r 

•th an 1m }OS ibl proble • he do .inant m jority , ho have a Vest d 
int ·rfn t in · e ping co .t 1 of g v( rn ent in th .ir n hands, oppos 
all f f forts tor ve th tax limit· tin nth e·erci~ . of the 

r nchis e . Co s ,uently l _ ge pr p r ti on of south .rn hite t enant 
f · "m ..., rc. have sunk to th st~ tu.. of s [) cond Clas citizens . They ht Ve 

voice in the 'Overnment. In a pr eis w s n e of the term, they 
r s 1 jects , not citiz ns . · 

Col( r prejudice ere ::. t€.s a third .. _no fourth class of ei tizenchip . 
1 t•l_ou h t ifte nt ., nM ent to th Con ti tution specifically 

st t .. t1at 'the ri t oft .. citiz ns of the nlt ,t·. t to vot 
sht 11 · o t bt onie or _ bri - ge~. by t1 Unit . ca . t ~ or by any stat 
on hCcount of rac , c. lor or .. vions e n j tlon of ~erv t r1 , ' mani­
pul~ tion of th pri ry lectj nn Ja s n thre~ts or violence to 
vio-a tors of r ci~ 1 taboos - f ctively b e roP ro u 1ng th ~ir 
ri t to ote throu ~o t the s .uth. u ro s th refore co1-
stitute n thi cl·ss t citiz ·hi. lso ubjecte to 
ot r diS'' 1il1 i , bei r;; , P r lly b::t rr j .ury s .rv ce v .n 

her(:-. t !€ . rtt ~r .. ts of a ~ _. b ir! r of th ,ir 'l . . a r . co v rn d and 
0 u f fer ng ' ross rli C'rimi ation :in ducat nd oth r ri hts • 

. h ~ fou th cl ss f ci tj z n hi h· .:".I ju0 t , l , n ere t • Sol ~ lY 
on t h ·round .of their :r ce, mnr than f fty thousar d citizens . f 
J,- } n ... e des cer1t · e being confir P. to c· n e trat on c ps . In 
spite of th f ct th~ t the fe ar 1 j v 1ernment has as umed protecti v ~ 
custody of f arrrs aru ho~e , they hav . su:fE r~d hug ~ losses . Ro 
· -tter wlDt cond: tions thy fi d t th 0 ns Vally or oth r con­
entra ti on ~ oi nts, r ·or :.~n 1ndefin1 t futur they . ill not have as 
uch liberty a, Indians confine o 1 a re . erva t· n . Lik~ In ians 

th_y must depend or th · bounty of the g vernment. ·h .. t .. 111, pp n 
to thes :_ fourth class c~tizens after the ,.;ar i s .a tt .r of ·eonj cture. 
lr .ady th .. r is .s tro g move.ment on th -1 st c.o ~, t to rleny th · 

th opportunity ev r to r turn t taeir form r ho. e~. _1th other 
sta t ~ r efus in th m . . i t anc , th r . is gr 3ve dan er t t they ay 
bPco e our .. merican p ri hs, 1 k · thf· unt u habl s of I , oc UJ y­
in ~ h - lo~es t 1 vel in the ca e stra t "i ci ti nn ~hat - ~ nc 
d mocr ac . 
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The possible emergence of sti l l a fifth class of citizenship 
is threatened by the a tter pt of th department of justice to r evoke 
the citizenship of naturalize citizens whose pa triotism has become 
suspect sine they re ~ dm.itted to citiz "" nship . The only basis 
allowed in l aw for revoc · ti on of naturalization--pr oof of fraud a t 
th ~ time of naturalization--is not being invoked. Instead a number 
of indic t ments have b en o t a i ned which amount1D a pros :cution for 
th expres i~n of n o ini on . By hol di n t he threat of cane llation 
of citizenship ov r th ·_ hea. s o f x er~o is ,; h expr .ss opini or.1. s which 
ar , not in accord ith th vi ev s of the government ihieh happens to ' 
be i n power, thes . prosecut ions iV ill go far to intimi a t a vast 
segment of our p:>pula ti on under the b lj ef that they stand 1 a dif­
ferent cl ssificatio from the nati~e-born, that t heir citizenship 
is held o ly t ent atively and c n be r evok ~. a a t the ple sne of the 
powers that be . No goup held ir fear o . such penalti -s can evaop 
democratic vitality . 

The meaning of this trend ·s clear . If this segmentati on of 
our citizership continues , lt ·111 produce for t he nati on as a whole 
a condition vhich a lready pr va ils in cer t~ 1 n secti o of the country . 
U nority rule, ith a ll its concon:it . nts of - e:motioral exploit~ tion , 

economic and ~dueati r nal di'"'crimination , and .i ts final rlepen ence on 
terrorism, wil l ~uccee gov rnment ~ h j ch t ru+y se,eks to b of 11 the 
people, by all the peopl and for all the people . Inexorably , e sha l l 
progr ess toward rule by a f avored -clas, t oward th -extension and de­
fens of th~ privileges of an ·lite , until th · v~ claim tha t this is 
a democr acy ~s been r educ ed to mockery . 

hat must not happen. 1i e mus now a llow this United St a tes of 
Ameri ca , land of our devoti0n, to be split up jnto a m ~erable r lter 
of divisicns, wi th fjrst elas s citizens looking dow n on sec nd , 
secoLd class sn ~ rinc, at thirds , and so on down t e. e:r ~ rla. tions of a 
cast syste until the outcastes huc r le a t th - bott in their ~misery, 
like the Jeis 1n Hi tl r's Reich. ise citizens will therefore reject 
the c ounsel ~ of thos e.who have been fright ~ ned into such ctions as 
have occ urr d on the est coast and c st about to see ;·;hat can be on 
to reedy the situation whil - thP.' . is ye t time . It i . not too late 
to reverse this trend, and courageous a ction c an c o i t. 

The os t int llig nt sugges tion which has yet been mace comes 
frru the . merican Civil Liberties Union . It urg the i mmedia t e es ­
tablishment of henri ng boards, both in the concent-, ti n c amps a nd 
in the proscrib .d zone4;•, to give. each individual c tizen an oppor tu­
nity to establish his right to liberty. There, before an impar tial 
body of his peers, with the democratic presumption of hl inrn.1cenc , 
until he is proved gUJ.. ty, with ru1e.s of evidence a cc eptable to estab­
lish legal procedure , he could stat his ca se . If this -er - done , 
v~n a t this l a t d~ tc, the word democracy ~ould t ake on a ne sig­

nificance n t only in thi s country but abroad . nd if we thus averted 
the e tabli hment of a fo rth class of citizenship, ve could th n 
proceed to a reduction of th barriers hich stand in th way o the 
third and sBconc class as members of the 1m rican community . 

If there are thos who complacently a ssume that a stratifi d 
citizenship is desirable, whe t her emocra tic or not, let them read 
the second paragra h of the Declaration of Independ _,nee and tr em bl • 


