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Fact ual 

n1GEST OF WEST COAST NEWSPAPER ITEMS 

September 24 to October 6, 194 

WRA A?ID AID~ HEADQUARTERS R3LEASES : 

Information sent out by Major General H. c. Pratt expl a ining t he 
r espons ibi l i ty of t he Western Def ense Command and not the War Re l o-
cat i on Aut hority, in t he r eturn of Japanese Amer icans f r om r e l oca-
t ion cent er s , st ill continues to r ece ive s pace both edi tor ially and 
in news col umns1 also t he r escinding of t he order s banning .Amer ican 
Japanese trom t he Coast. 

WRA r el eases i nforming the pr es s of the status of tho Re l ocation 
Centers, t he number ot oooupants, t he olosing dat es and t he general trend t o r eset -
t lement on t he Tiest Coast aro gi ven considerable ape.co. Stories also inc lude sug-
gest ed cut i n WRA appropriati on imper i ling work under way t or r eturned Ni sei, and 
deportation proceedings f or those considor ed dis loyal or who have oxpressed a desir e 
to r eturn t o Japan . 

49 clippings 

Fnvor o.b l e 

JAPANESE AMERICANS DJ THE ARMED SERVICES 1 

Stories l auding t he bravery of t he Nise i soldiers in the ?noif ic 
t heat er ar e being added to t hose t old or European notion, po.rti cu-
l arly t heir work in r econnaissance so.ving the lives of thousands 
or u. s. troops . 

Lieuteru:m.t Colonel W11ll11ce H. lloore , U • s. Army lntelligenoe, de-
cor ated veteran of Paoiti o battles , and oomnander or an Intelligence 
unit of Nisei , has been touring t he state of California speaking 

bat ore civic gr oups i n behalf of Ni sei and cit i ng t he valor or t hose under hi s com-
mand. He deliver ed a stinging rebuke to terror i sts and perpetrators or inoidents 
suoh as t he burning of t he home ot a Japanese family who had f our sons overseas in 
t he servi ce , one or t hem ki lled fighting in Italy. 

Capt . Thomas Cr owl ey, offi cer i n t he 442nd Combat Battalion, whi ch was made 
up largely of American Japanese, i n I taly and Fr ance, has al so been travel ing up 
and down t he West Coast making an e loquent plea f or fair treatment for r eturning 
American sol di er s of Jo.paneso ancestry. 

LieutonCU\t Roger Smit h is another army offi cer assi gned to duty t o intercede 
f'or t he r eturning Nisei veter ans . Speaking bef or e USO clubs end sohoole, he so.id, 
"It's not tho slant of o. mnn•s oyes thnt counts , but t ho s l ant or tho hoQr t ." 

ACTIVITIES OF CIVIC GROUPS SYMPATHETI C TO .AMERICAN-JAPA:·?ESE : 

11 clippi ngs 

Li ons Club in a number or l oco.l i t ies in t ho Wost and Sout hwest ho.ve 
boon listoning to s poo.kor s on bohal!' or t ol or !lllco townrd r eturning 
Nisoi . 

Favoro.b l o Tho San Fr anci sco Rol.llld To.bl o of t ho Nationo.l Conforonco of Chris-
tians and Jews sent a l etter t o Pol ice Chi ef Dull ea commending the 
pr ompt police acti on i n protect ing Japanese -Americans at t he Bud-
dhist Templ e f ollowing t he st oning a.lld at t empted f iring of the tem-

ple. The l etter f r om the Round Table's co-chai rmen, Judge Robert MoWilliams, J. 

(more ) 
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Roger Deas, and Nat Sohmulowitz, urged Chief Dullea to negl ect no precaution for 
prevention of further r acial per secut ion. 

The Uni ver sity of Californi a newspaper "Californian" published a lengt hy ac-
count of a speech given by Er nest Besig, chairman of the Norther n Californi a branch 
of t he Civil Li berties union at t he Wesley f oundat ion, on un- Amer ioan act ions toward 
r eturning Japanese . 

Edward Runcorn, formerly with WRA and now Southern Calif orni a f i e l d man for 
Associated Cooper at i ves , Inc . , spoke on behal f of r elooat ed Japanese "Cooperator s" 
befor e a two- day meeti ng he l d by t hat body i n Los Altos. 

Los Ange l es Woman ' s City Club, and Watts , Calif ornia, Kiwanians, a l so enter -
tained speaker s f romWRA. 

The Peopl es Vforl d held a Welcome Home reception to all r eturning Japanese 
Amer i cans, with Nori Ike da, f ormerly of fice manager of t he Wor ld as honor guest , at 
the Cal ifornia club r ooently. 

The San Fr anoisoo News publ ished a feature o.rtiol e in oonnoot ion wit h the War 
Chest Drive , wit h a t hr ee - column out, telling pl ans of the War Chest for wor k town.r d 
i nter-raoia l harmony. 

24 clippings 

ACTIVITIES OF ANTI - JAPANESE GROUPS: 

The Plaoer oounty board or supervisors went unnnimously on r ecord 
against providing support ot indi gent Jnpa.nese r eturned from relo-
oo.tion centers. 

Untavornble Pajaro Vnlley Chamber of Commor oo o.ud .Agriculture s to.nds f our to 
one ago.inst r oturn of on estimated 2000 Japanese to t he distri ct. 

A poll of' its membershi p showed a vote of f our and a half to one 
against hiring or approving employment of Japanese , the same r atio against r ent ing 
or selling t hem pr operty, and five to one in f avor of resettling them in t he middl e -
weste 

First hostility in t hat area, however , brought a warning f rom Chief of Police 
Matt Graves and Distriot Attorney John Le lloCarthy t hat acts of violence or mob riots 
will be not tolerated and will be prosecuted to the t'u.11 extent or t he l aw. The in• 

. cid.ent oonaisted of a blazing flare being thrown at a Buddhist temple being used as 
a Japanese hostel. 

The Los Ange l es County Board of Supervisors asked Con~ss to prevent t he re-
turn of aome 22,000 l oyal Japanese..Amerioans still remai ni ng in relocation centers , 
basing their action on acute housing ahorto.ge i n t his area. 

The large Jnpanese population 1n Hood River Valley nnd the dangers i n the 
years to oome of havine; t he concentrated s•ttlement was discussed by the Hood Ri ver 
delegation to the State convention of the Amrioan Legion in Portland w1 t h National 
Legion Commander Edward N. Scheiberling. 

Salinas councilmen have i nstl"Uoted city official s to enf'oroe zoni llb l awa 
that prohibit t he use ot the Japanese mis sion building 1n that city as living quar-
ters tor returned Japanese Americans . 

(more) 
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California Preservation Association, solely i nt er ested in laws that r estrict 
t he Japanese , both American born as well as al i en, organized its l at est chapter at 
Marysville in September , wi th a pl ea f or l aw enf'oroement and r eviving all anti-Japa-
nese laws at onoe . 

The Calif ornia Association of Nurserymen took action t o meet ant icipated com-
petition in the ir bus iness f r om r eturning Japanoso evacuees, advocat i ng a progr ossi'f8 
system of keoping prioes down and absorbing ris i ng costs of production. 

A noti co advertised in the Tncoma, Wash., Nows Tr ibune , by tho Japnnaae Ex-
clusion Loaguo, invitee i ndividuals to cot11DUnicat. with thom as t o their feelings 
~d t hose of their connunities r egarding the question of r eturning Japanese AmericlLI!lt 

Burbank, Cal if., city off i ci als oppose quartering of Japanese Amer icans tem-
por arily i n bar racks on city property. 

Dave Beck, vi ce- president of t he Teamsters Int ernational Union, warns that 
the Japanese probl em is f ar f r om sol ved by ~he surrender at Tokyo Bay and t hat the 
peopl e of the Paci fic slope J111st not r el ax their vi gi lance . ''We must not permit a 
r epetition of Jap i nfiltr ation on t his coast, nor the surrender of business enter -
prises to aliens who hate our peopl e and our i nstitutions ," 

65 clippings 

C4 Favorable 

NEWS CONCERNING RETURNEES : 

The r eturn of some 14, 000 Japanese t o t he West Coast s i noe the end 
or the war was chroni cled in most West Coast newspapers . Thei r re-
t urn and t aking up the t hreads or their old existence was well re -
ceived in most communities , especially wher e there existed a labor 
shortage . Provisions for housing, jobe, schooling and pr oteotion 
were made by ci vic authorities . 

1 

1 Unfavorable 

Ther e \'f&S one di ssent inG case in Hood River , Ore., when the appli ca-
tion of a Portland-born woman or Japanese ancestry t o have restored the citizenship 
she lost by marriage to an alien was ref'used by United States Judge James Alger Fee . 

INC IDE?tTS : 

There nas a flurry of terriorism vthioh greeted the added intlux of 
lfisei f ollowing the war• s end. The incidents 1."anged all t he way 

115 clippings from burning the home of one family who had four sons overseaa, 
striking against hir ing or returned Japanese worker s , fir ing a shot-

Faotual gun into the homes ot two Eastbay famili es, to steal the family 
wash, clothespins and all, trom t he v1ashline ot a Japanese family 
with six children. 

Inaecliate action by civil authorities was invoked in all oases . In t he case 
of shooting in the East bay, two men, one a Negro, were arrested and charged 'TI.th 
attempted J111rder. In cases wher e ther e have been str i kes, disoussion with WR.A r epre-
sentatives has usually br ought about an amioable settlement. ETery precaution to 
guvantee the personal snf ety of t he r eturnees is being taken. 

(m.oro ) 
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36 clippings 

1
31 Favorable I 

5 Unfavorable i 

HOUSING a 

Temporary housing facilities for returning Japanese, particularly 
families who are kin of Nise i veterans, are being provided in gov-
ernment housing projects and unused army barracks . Buddhist tem-
ples and churches are also being converted into hostels tor return-
ees • In most areas the families have been permitted to move in 
without incident. I I 

1 f In Burbank, California, however , citizens were up in arms beoauae 
the projects in which WRA proposed to house the r eturned Japanese were in or near 
exclusive r esi dential districts . Further, while there were only 100 original in· · 
habitants of' Jape.nose ancestry interned from Burbank, the housing project proposoa 
t o aocoDDnOdo.te 600, 500 more thllll the original number. The WRA promised to giw 
further study to tho situation before taking action. 

UNIONS AND LABOR : 

j 2 o 11 ppings 
i Favorable 

Hawniia.n ·c10· l ender s , one ot Japanese deso~nt and one of' Chinese, 
were in San Franci sco en r oute Washington to a board meeting of the 
CIO, working in the inter ests of racial harmony. 

1-----------

; 

i 3 c 1i ppings 

Favor able 

ALIENS a 

Representative Samuel Dickstein, heading a subooDIDittee hearing on 
the problems of' resettlement of' Japanese and deportation of those 
declared dis loyal and who have renounced their United States ci ti-
zenship, says some Congressmen "fight day and night to keep the 
front door closod ngainst undesirable aliens, yet \hey leave the 

' back door wide open for t hem to pour in. " The group plans to de-
,__ _______ . vote considerable study t o the alien Japanese question, but also 

of ''border 
to the question of' s ome 1001 000 Mexicans in the oo\Ultry suspected 

jumping" . 

~ FROM JAPANESE I!n'EIU!~D IN C.AUPS: 

llasuo Kodani, Japanese biology and physiology i nstructor at the 
high school at Tule Lake Segregation Center, will leave for Roohes-

3 clippi ngs ter, N. Y., to become an ins~ruotor at t he Uni vor sity of Rochester, 

Factual Fujino Ido, 52, Japanese woman at Manzanar, died following a ten-
day self- imposed starvation di et , without disclosing a reason tor 

.._ _____ _ _ -.J her act . 

Five boys sentenced to jail t erms tor infractions of rules at Tule "Lnlw , fol-
l owing intercedenoe by the American Civil Liberties Union on their behalf, chnllong-
ing the right of WR.A to aot in a judicial cr.paoity, wer e released on promises of 
good behavior . 

(mor o ) 
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JAPANESE PRISONERS OF WAR: 

I A f l ood of protest has gr eeted the pr oposed use of Japanese pr ison-
ers of war in California cotton fields and in t he harvesting of 

I 6 cl ippings f r uits and produce. Par ticular ly has the Japanese...American Citi-
zens' League been incensed, because of its inability to secure em-

Unfavor able ployment for loyal c i t i zens of Japanese anoestry with the grower s 
in the area wider question, yet the gr owers have no objection to 
"cheap l abor" i n the form of' Japanese pr isoners of war. Al so has 
the Conmdttee on Amer ioe.n Principl es and Fair Pl ay r egistered a 

protest with Secretary of War Patterson, stating in a telegr am sent him that the use 
of prisoner s in harvest work may "intensify existing prejudices against l aw-abiding 
Americans of Japanese ancestry." 

The statement of the War Depar tment t hat the r equest for the prisoners came 
from Gover nor Earl Warren on behalt of the Valley grower s brought forth a flat den-
ial from the Governor that he had ever cal led for Japanese prisoner harvest hands . 
" I am shocked, 11 Warren said, "to see that I have been repor ted as having advocated 
this ••••• it would cause intense r esentment and incite disorder •••• 11 

Commenti ng editor ially, t he San Frnnoisco Chronicle t akes issue wi th the 
stand of the Japc.nese Amer ican Citizens ' League , t hat it cannot be fully informed on 
the cotton situation; that "t reo labor to pick tho cotton is not to be ha.d• It is 
futi l e to tal k about giving work t o tho Nisei J thoy nre widely sonttored nnd ~t is 
necessa.ry imnedio.tely to put mnssed lo.bor into the cotton fiolds . " •• • •• "Under tho so 
cir cumstnnces pr otests become aco.domic •" 

EDITORIAL COMMENT : 

Tho mnjor ity of t ho West Coast newspapers continue to corm:rwnt edi-
tor iall y on the still contr over sio.l subject of tho r eturn to tho 

30 cl ippings Coast of Jape.nose Ame r icans ana their t r eatment. Many newspapers , 
such as tho Burlinga?OO , Calif., Advance , Romvood City Tribwio and 

20 Favorable Pal o Alto Times, sovor e l y censure the action of Placer Cowity suR 
10 Unfavorable porvisors with odi tor i als onti tled "Pl aoor County ' Seoedes ' 11

, in 
denying the right of Ni sei to county a i d it seceded from the Union 
violated ~he Constitution of the United States, which says "No 

stat e shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or inununities 
of citizens of the Unit ed States . 

Almost without exception, t he unfavorable conunents appear in t hose areas where 
antagonism against the Japanese has always been high, suoh as Pl acer County i n Cali-
fornia, parts of Sout hern California, Hood River dist rict in Oregon, and Renton, 
Washington. 

23 clippings 

17 Favorabl e 
6 Unfavorable 

LETTERS TO EDITORS : 

Letters to t he editor show a majority of those who write such let-
t ers ar e sympat het ic to the Ame r ican Japanese. Recently efforts on 
t he part of WRA and civic groups to find t hem housing hnvo provoked 
unf avor able l etter s , stating mor e concern was be ing shown r eturning 
Japnnese than r eturni ng veter ans and their families of Caucasian 
origin. 

(more} 
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Veter ans of oversons duty oontinue to write pleas for toler anoo town.rd roturn-
Nisei soldiers, oiting over and over ngnin the i r bravery on tho bnttle fronts. 

9 clippings 

MISCE!.LAIIBOUS 

Tho question of r noial ho.rmony w~s among those pre sented at the 
Chronicle Forum held at the Civic Center September 27 to 30, and 
talks were given by both Bartley Crum and Robert Kenny on the sub-
j ect . 

A dispatch from Ottawa, Canada, r eveals that nearly hal£ of the 
Canadian Japanese have voluntarily agreed to return to Jspan, a."'ld that s ome members 
of' the dominion oabinet f avor shipping them back as soon as possible . 

Leo A. McClatchy, ohiet editorial write~ of tho Call-Bulletin, whose work re-
porting the violence and r ebellion at Tulo Lake Reloontion Conter reooived much pro-
minence, died of a heart attack at his desk i n tho Coll-Bulletin office . 
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