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Approximately 100,000 peovle of Japances descent are
living today in War Relocetion centers. There sre ten of
these centers located in six western states. They were
established as temporaty homes when every person of Jap-
anese descent was evacuated from the West Coast by order
of the military commesnder in the evring of 1942. This
movement was carried out simply:;ssza military ecnedient.
Two-thirds of the people in relocation centers are

erican citizens. None of them have been found guilty
of any crime or accused of any intentions against the
nationsl security.

Individual evacuees who have been investigasted end o
found loyel or law-abliding are now being permitted to leave
these relocation centets to accept Jjobs on farms and in fac-
tories and to resume normel living. The policies govern-
ing this resettlement have the approval .of the War and Navy
Devartmentss The progrm has been sanctioned by the Depart-
ment ofJJustice as sound from the stand-point of national
security and nas been apvroved by the War Manpower Commision
as a2 contribution to nationastt manpower needs.




President Franklin D. Roosevelt
Febuary 1, 1943.

(Text of = letter the President of United States to

Henry L. Stimson, Secretary of War)

My dear Mr. Secretary:

"The propsal of the War Department to orgenize a combat te-
em consisting of lo¥al American citizens of Javanese descent has
my full aporoval. he new combat team will add to the nearly
five thousand loual “mericans of Javanese ancestry who are slreedy
serving in the armed forces of our country.

"Thie i1s 2 natural and logical step toward the reinstitution
of the Belective Service procedures which were témporarily dis=
rupted by the evacuation from the Weet Coast.

"No loyel citizen of the United States should be denied the
democratic right to exercise the reaponsibilities of his citizen-—-
ship, regardless of jis ancestry. The Principle on which this -
country was founded and by which iltzhas always been governed
is that #mericenism 1s a matter of the mind and heart; Americanism
is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry. A good
“merican is one who is loyal to this country and to our creed
of liberty and democracy. Every loyal #mericen citizen should
~be given the opportunity to serve this country wherever his
skills will make the greatest contribution--whether it be in
the kranks of our armed forces, war production, agriculture,
government service, or other work essential to the war effort.

"I am glad to observe that the War Department, the Navy
Department, the War Manvower Commission, the Department of
Justice, and the War Relocation Authority are collaborating in
a program which will assure the ovportunity for all loyal
Ameri cans, including Americans of Japanese ancestry, to serve
their country a2t a time when the fullest and wisest use of our
manpower is gll imvortant to the war effort."




Hon. Henry L. Stimson
Secretary of War

(Stetement mode in snnouncing the formation of a
combat team of American citizens of Jepanese
descent)

"It is the inherent right of every faithful citizen, re-
§ardless of ancestry , to bear arms in the Nation's battle.
‘hen obstacles to the free expression of thst right are im=-
prosed by emergency considerations, those barriers should be
removed as soon as humaly possible. Loyalty to country is a
volce that must be heard, and I am glad that I am now able
to give active proof that this besic #merican belief is not
a2 casualty of war."




Hon. Joseph C. Grew
Specisl Agsistant to the Secretary of State and
Former #mbassador to Japan

(From an address given at Union College, Schenectady,
N. Y. 4pril 26, 1943)

"The Americans of Japanese origin are an invaluable element
in our vpopulation; I welcome their presence, and regret the
bitter necessity of imposing on a trustworthy and loyal majority
of niseli ¥ the restraints which are made peedful by the bad ’
behavior and evil renute of a minority. here are among “mericans
of Japanese race as fine veople--individually--as you can find
anywhere, snd many of them are veculiarly anxious to renay

erica for freedom by making esvecially arduous efforts in
the prosecution of the war. I welcome the nolicies of our
government which are designed to reliewve the niseil of discrim-
inatory restrictions as ranidly and as fairly as possible, and
I applaud the Army in setting yp facilities whereby these
“mericans will be able to show the world what they are able to do.

"These Americans of Jananese origin are to Jansn what you
send I are to ngland, cotlﬁnd, Ireland, Germany, rance and
other Eurovean countries. <hey are #mericans, but they are
also 'the cousins in the New World'. I am proud of my trans=-
A¢lantic cousins, and do not feel myself to be any the less
Aperican for that; and I would resrect any American of Javanese
descent who Bried to contribute to our common, free Smerican
life thos; especially good qualities which he may have inherited
from his ‘rans-Pacific origin.

"We in America are in a real sense the apostles of the
future; we show the rest of mankind what men of dliverge races
and cultures can accomvlish with a common good will, We
fmericans of all races and creeds, fight the evils of desrotic
and selfidh militarism. <‘here ean be no compromise between
gurselves and the arrogant exclusiveness of self-styled men-

iods of Japan--no more than between ourdelves and the self=
styled ®ryans of Yermany. In our war--against caste =nd
vrivilege, wherver they may exist or occur--the contribtfion
of ®mericans who are of Jepanese descent is of resl value;
first, because they are & living proof of our non-racial free
unity, secondly, because they make a valuable and wholesome
contribution to the sum total of our American civilization."

* Native-born Americans Of Japanece extraction.




Eimer Davis :
Director of the Office of War Information

(Excerpts from = hation—wide radio brosdcast on

April 23, 1943)

"The sssassinations of American flyers by Tokyo have had
no effect in thie country excevot to produce universslly =2 grim-
mer determinatuon to fight through to complete tttory--a deter-
mination that seems to be felt by American citizens of all
sorts. Let me resd Fou some extracts from one mewspaper editor-
ial --'We xnow today the nature of the brutal enemy we faced
across~ithe Pacific, and this knowledge shoukd serve to intensi-
fy our efforts to achleve a speedy and complete victory. <The
American people will not brook a negotisted end to this war. -
There can be no veace with murderers. We must =nd will gain the
unconditional surrender of our axle enemies. <Themenemy will give
no quarter, andthe salvation of our way of 1life rests on complete
and revocable military victory.'"

Those passages come from s Salt Lake newsvpaper called the
Pacific Citizen, the orcan of the Jananeqe—American Citizen' Les-
gue; and it shows that Amerlcﬂn citizens ofJJapanese ancestry
‘who have grown up in this country and sbeorbed the #merican fai-
th in freedom and democracy feel just the same sbouu this out-
rage as do all other Afmerican citizens. At Camn helby, in
Mississippi there are three thousand #merican soldiers of Javan-
ese ancestry; and they turned out yesterday =2nd put the better
pary of a month's pay into wsr bhonds, to show what they thought
of this performance in Tokyo. Thousend of other #mericans of J
Javanese blood, from Hawaii and from-the relocation camps in the
west, are now being inducted into the army--s1l1l of them tested
and known for their loyalty to thelr country, =2nd 211 of them ~
Just as eager to avenge this sort of behavior as are any other
Americens, "
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Colonel W. P. Scobey, Executive Officer
Official of Assistant Secretary of War

"It 1s hoped that the Japanese American combat team will
become one of the outstanding units of the Amertcan Army. Thig
combat team will fight with and as a part of a Caucasian force.
The Wor Department has faith in the loyal Japanese Americens.
This is a splendid opportunity to demonstrate to the American
peonle and to the War Department that the Jarnanese Americans have
faith in fmerica. & success of the program agnd the voluntary
feature of induction will be & great step forward in the rehabi-
litation plans for the Japanese Americans."
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Milton S. Bigennower, Associate Yirector®
Office of War Information

(From a recent letter addressed to the
Pacific Citizen, official organ of
the Javanese American Citizens
League)

"Like millions of “mericans I was deeply gratified when
our goverment reopened_the ranks of our Arny to loyal “mericans
of Japanese descent. Those who are eligible for enlistment have
an opportunity to make a particularly significant contrubution
to our common fight for a better world. This war will end in
absolute triumph for the United Nabions. This war must usher in
a day of greater decency 2nd brotherhood =smong =211 men. In
such 2 war, the particlipation of men of every land, men of every
descent, 1s the sfron:eqt possible force and guarantee for a
reborn and strengthened freedom.'"

* Former Director of the War Relication Authority, the civilian
agency of the government which zdministers the relocation centers.
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Hon. Horold L. Ickes, Secretary of the Interior
Aprilms, 1943

(Statement at press conference after announcement had
been made that Secretary Ickes =2nd his neighbor
had employed evacuees from a relocation center)

"I interested myself for two reasons in the location of
seven United States citizens of Jananese ancestry. The first
reason 1s that I believe we should do all we can to ease the
burden that the war has placed upon this nerticulsr groun of
our feklow citizens. I do not like the idea of citizens, no
matter of what race or colgr, being kept in relocation centers
any longer than need be. he second reason is that these
citizens have a background of farming in California and we neéd
competent farm help badly."
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J Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

(Excerpts from testimony before the House
Appropriations Committee on the Depertment
of Justice 4pproriation bill)

"We have had prsctically no trouble with the Japanese in
Hawaii. I made the statement before that there has been no
sabotage or esnionsge committee in Hawail, subsequent to
Peart Harbor, Ethere wes esplonage committee prior to Pearl
Harbor, but not by the Javanese vopulation as such, but by

espionage agents and consular agents of the Javansse goven-
ment.

"I want to mention briefly the work which the bureszu has
performed in the field of enemy control.

"Immediately following the incident at Pearl Habor on
December 7, 1941, we were called uvon to effect the annrehenqion
of notentially dangerous aliens enemies..........

"The action-taken and the prompt manner in which it wasd
taken, took out of circulation those individuals who might
have been the nucleus of any esplonage or sabotage rings of
eitherrJapanese, German, or Itslisns in the United States.

"I think that ie the reasson why we have had so little
trouble from subversive agente in this country at the vresent
time. Of course, we are constantly on the alert as to the
alien enemy class.
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Paul V. McNutt, Chairman
War Manpower Commission

(In 2 letter_to Pirector Dillon S. Myer
of the War Helocation Authority, dated
November 27, 1942)

The Viar Manpower Commission heapd with considerable interest
the informative presentation, which Mr. Thomas Rolland, Pirector
of the Employment DPivision of the War Relocation Authority, gave
at one of the Commission's meetings last month, on problems and
relstionships of the War Relocation Authority program for evacu-
ees pf Kasamese andestry with the generasl war manpower program.

The employment data which were contaimed in the written sta-
tement have given us a comprehensive backfround for study of this
possible source of lsbor supplm. #s I understand it, the War Be-
location #uthority has formulated on employment program for those
of Japanese ancestry who have been evacuated from the Viegt Coast
to encourage theilr employment =2nd adjustment, under proper safe-
guards, into the customsry channels of American 1life. This poli-
cy should have the dual effect of venefiting the evacuees, many
of whom are American citizens, and of making available to the
country seneral thousand neonle for employment on farms and in
industry. . ‘

The War Manpower Commissiopn thoroughly endorses the employ-
ment program developed by the "ar flelocation Author:‘gty and__
assures btothemedntiheed coppération of the United States Em-
ployment Service in its recruitment and replacement activities.
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