
tt A VOICE THAT MUST SE HEARD" 

(A Quot atidn from Secretary of War 
Henry L. Stimson 

Extracts from statements, regarding Americans 
o~ Japanese Ancestry, by: 

President Roosevelt 
Hon. Henry L. Stimson 
Hon. Jo s enh C. Grew 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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Approximately 100,000 u._ eople of ~apances des cent are 
living- today in War Relocation - centers . There .are ten of 
these centers locat e( in six wes tern st a t es. They were 
established as temporaty home s v1hen ever y perso n of Jap­
anese de scent vas evacuat ed from the West Co as t by or .er 
of the milit ary comm ander in t h e sDr . a of 1942. This 
movement was car r ied out simply~ ' as ·o. a mfli t ary ecp edi ent . 
Two-thirds of the people in reloca tion centers are 
American citizens. None of them have been foun d guilty 
of any crime or accused of any intentions against the 
na tional security. 

Individual evacuees who have ~een investigated and n 
found loyal or l aw- abia_ing . are now being permitted to leave 
these relocation centets to a ccept jobs on farms and in fac­
tories and to resume normal living. The policies govern­
ing thi s reset~lement have the approve.l .of the War and Navy 
Depart e1 ~s . Ihe progrm has been sanctioned by the n·epart­
ment of0J ii stice as sound from the stand-point of · national 
security and nas been approved by t he War Manpower Com~is~on 
as a contribution to nat iona~ manpower needs. 
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President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Febuary 1, 1943. 

(Text of a letter the President of United States to 

Henry L. Stimson~ Secretary of War) 

My dear -Mr. Secretary: 

0 The propsal of the War Department to organize a combat te­
am consisting of loyal American citizens of Japanese descent has 
my full apuroval. The new combat team will add to the nearly 
five thousand loual Americans of Jananese ancestry who are already 
serving in the armed forces of our country. 

"T his is a na tural and logical step toward the reinstitution 
of the Selective ·Service procedures which were temporarily dis~ 
rupted by the evacuation from the West Coast. . 

"No loyal citizen of the United States should be deni~d the 
democratic right to exercise the reaponsibilities of his citizen-­
ship, .. regardless of j is ancestry. The pr'inciple on which thi_s 
country was foun ded and by which J i~ahas always been governed 
is that Americanism is a matter of the mind and heart; Americanism 
is not, and never was, a matter of r a ce or ancestry. A good 
American is one who is loya~ to this countr y and to our creed 
of liberty and democracy. Every loyal Arnericen citizen should 
be given the opportunity to serve t his country wherever his 
skills will make the greates~ contr ibution--whether it be in 
the banks of our armed for~es, war producti on, agricultu~e, 
government service, or other work essential to the war effort. 

ti ~ " . 
I am glad to observe that the War Department, the Navy 

Department, the War Mannower Commission, the Department of 
Justice, and the War Relocation Authority are collaborating in 
a program which will assure the ouportunity for all loyal 
Americans, including Americans of Japanese ancestry, to serve 
their country a t a time when the fullest and Vi isest use of our 
manpower is all im , ortant to the ar effort." 
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Hon. Henry L. Stims on 
Secretary of War 

(Statement made in announcino the format ion of a 
combat team of American citizens of J e.panese 

des cent) 

"It is t he inher~nt ri ght · of every fait hful citizen, re­
Wardless of ancestry , to bear arms in t he Nation's bat t le. 
hen obsta cle s to the free exnression of tha t ri ght are i m­

posed by emergency considerations , t hose barriers should be 
removed a s soon a s ~umaly pos s ible. Loyalty to country is a 
voice that mus t be h ear d , and I am ~l aa t hat I am now able 
to give ac tive proof tha t this basi c American belief is not 
a casualty of war." 
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Hon. Joseph C. Grew 
~peci al A~sistant to t he Secret ar y of St ate and 
~ormer Ambassador to Japan · 

(From an address gi ven at Union College, Schenectady, 
N. Y. April 26, 1943) 

"The Americans of Japanese ori gin are an invaluable element 
in our popul ation; I welcome their presence, and regret t he , 
bitter necessity of i mposing on a trus t worthy and loyal majonity 
of nisei * the restraints whicfu are maa e needful by the bad 
behavior and evil repute of a minority. There are among Americans 
of Japanese race as fine neople--individua.lly--as you can find 
anywhere, and many of them are peculi arly anxious to repay 
America for free dom by making esneci ally arduous efforts in 
the prosecution of t he •ar. I welc nme the 'Y)Ol i cies of our 
gove~nment which ar e de si gned to relieve the ni s ei of discrim­
ina tory re stricti ns as r a i dly and a s f a i rly a s pos s i ble, and 
I anpl aud the Army in s ettin g yp f acilities whereby the s e 
Americans will be able to show the world what t hey are able, t o do. 

"These Americans of J apane s e ori gin ar e to J aFen what you 
and I are to England, Scotland, Ireland, Germany , r anee apd 
other Eurouean countries. Th~y are Americans, but they are . 
ilso 'the cousins in the New World'. I am proud of my trans-
tl antic cousins, and do not feel myself to be any the less 

American for that; . and. I woul d respect any American of J apanese 
descent who tried to contribute to our common, free American 
life tho s ~ especi ally good qualities which he may h ave inherited 
from his rans-P acific origin. 

11 We in America are in a real sens e t he apos tles of the 
future; we show the re s t of mankind wha t men of diverse r aces 
and cultures can accomnlish with a co~mo n good will. We 
Americans of all r a ces and creeds , fi ght the evi l s of de snotic 
and selfidh militarism. There ean be no · comor o i s e be~ween 
ourselves and the arrogant exclus iveness of self-styled men­
Gods of J anan--no more than between ourselves and the self­
styl ed ~yans of Germany. In our war--agains t cas te nd ~ 
nrivilege, wherver t hey may exi s t or occur--the contribttton 
of Americans who are of J apane s e des cent i s of real value; 
first, becaus e t hey ar e a living proof of our non-racial free 
unity; secondly, becaus e t hey make a valuabl e and whole some 
contri bution to the sum to tal of our American civilization." 

* Native-born Americans Of J apane s e extraction. 



Eimer Davis 
Director of t he Office of Var Information 

(Excerpts from _ nati on- v. i de r adio bro adcast on 

Apl"il 23, 1 943 ) 

11 The a ssassinations of American flyers by Tokyo h ave had 
no effect in t h is ·country except to produce univers ally ,.., grim- I' 

me r deter mi natuon to fi ght through to complete totory---~ dete!'­
mina ti on that s eems t o be fel t by meri ca c i ti:r.ens of, all 
sorts. Let me read ~ou some extr ~cts fr om one me·spaper editor-
i al -- 1 1

e kno r; today the na tur e of t he brut al enemy we· f aced . 
across An the Pacific, and this knowledge shoukd serve to intensi­
fy our efforts t o a chieve a sp eedy and comnlete victory. The 
American people will not brook a negoti e,ted end t o t h is .war. '.J.

1 

There can be no pea ce wi th·::murderers. Vv e must _ nn ·wiill ga in the 
·unconditional surrender of our axis enemies . Waeme.Bemy w~lJ. give 

• no quarter, andthe s alva tion of our ay of life rests on complete 
and r evocable milit ~ry victory.'" 

"Those passages come fr om a Sal~ Lake. newspaper called the 
Pacific Citizen, t h e oraan of the Japanese-American Citizen' Lea­
gue; and it shows that Americ e.n citixens ofJ Japanese ancestry 
who h ve grown up in thi s country and absorbed the American fai­
tn in freedom and democra cy feel just the same about this out­
r age a s do all other Ameri can citizens. At Camp Shelby, in 
Mis s iss i ppi there are three thousand American soldi ers of Japan­
ese ncestry; and they turned out yesterday and put the better 
pary of a month's pa y into wAr bo~ds, to sho ~ hat they thought 
of this performance in Tokyo. Thous ~nd of other Americans of J 
J apanese blood, from Hawaii and from r·.ithe relocatio.n camp s in t he 
est, ar e no being inducted into the army--all of them tested 

and known for t heir loyalty to their country, and all of them ~ 
just as eager to avenge this sort of behavior as a re any other 
Americans •" 

oOo 



Colonel W. P. Scmbey, Executive Officer 
Official of Assistant Secretary of War 

" A . It is hoJed that the Japanese merican comba t team will 
become one of the outs t anding units of the Amermc an Army. This 
comba t team will fi ght with and as a part of a Caucasian force. 
The War Department has faith i n the loya l Ja~ anese Americans. 
This is a splendid opportunity to demon s trate to the American 
people and t o the Viar Department tha t the JananAse Americans hav e 
f aith in America . A success of the prqgram and the voluntarJt 
feature of induction will be a grea t step forward i n the rehabi-
11 t a tion pl ans for the Japanese Americans." 

oOo 



( 

Milton S Eisenhower, Associate Director* 
Office of War Information 

(From a recent letter addressed to the 
Pacific Citizen, official organ of 

the Jananese American Citizens 
~ League) 

"Like millions of American s I v.as dee ly gratified when 
our goverment reopened the r anks of our Army t o loyal Americans 
of J apanese descent. Those who are eligible for enlistment have 
an upportunity to make a particularly si gnific nt contrubution 
to our common fi ght for a better world. This war will end in 
absolute triumph for the United Nations. This war must usher in 
a day of greater decency and brotherhood among Pl men. In 
such a war, the part icipation of men of every l and, men of every 
des cent, is the strongest possibfi e force and guarantee for a 
reborn and strengthened freedom. 

* Former Director of the W,r Relication Authority, the civilian 
agency of the government which administers the relocat i otj centers. 

oOo 
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Hon. ~ <- rold L. Ickes, Secre~ary of the Interior 
April ·(1'115, 1943 

(Statement atr nress conference after announcement had 
been made that Secretary Ickes and his neighbor 
had empl~yed eva cuees from a relocation center) 

" . . 

I interested myself for two r easons in the location of 
seven Unit ed States citizens of J apanese ancestry. The first 
re ason is that I believe ~ e should do all we can to ease the 
burden tha t the war has Pl aced upon this D _rticul ar ~roun of 
our feilow citizens. I ~o not like the idea of citi~ens~ no 
matter of what r ace . or col~r, being kept 

0

in relocation centers 
any longer than need be. he second rea son i s that the s e 
citizens h ave a background of farming in California and we need 
competent farm help badly." 

oOo 



J Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

(Excerpts from testimony before the House 
Appropri ations Committee en the Department 

of Justice Approri ation bill) 

"i e h ave ha d ~ractically no ·trouble with the · Japanese in 
Hawaii. I made -- the statement befor e tha t there h a s been no 
sab tage or e P-ni on .ge committee in Hawaii, sub.__.equ ent to 
Pearl: Harbor, ~here was espion .. ge committee pr~or to Pe arl 
Harbor, but not by the Japanese population as such, but by 
esp ionage agents and consular agents of the Japanwse goven­
ment. 

11 ! want to mention briefly the work v~hich the bureau has 
performed in the field of enemy control. 

"Immediately following the incident at Pearl Habor on 
December ? , 1941, we · -1ere called up on to effect the appreh ension 
of potentially dangerous aliens enemies ••.......• 

11 The action · taken and the prompt manner in which it wa18 
t aken,. took out of circulation those individ_uals who mi ht 
have been the nucleus of any espionarye or s ~botage ~ing s of 
eithe:e .... ~Tapanese, German, or It alians in the United States. 

11
! think tha t is the .rea son why we h ave had so little 

trouble from subversive agent s in this country a t the present 
time. Of course, re are const~mtly on the alert a s to the 
alien enemy cl a ss. 

oOo 



~aul V. NcNutt, Chairman 
War Manpo ~er Commis s ion 

(In a lett er to Director Dillon s . Myer 
of the ar Relocation Authority, dated 

November 27, 1 94 2 ) · 

The War ~anpo ~er Commission h~a~d with considerabl e interest 
the infDrmati~a resentation, which Mr. Thomas Rolland, Director 
of the Employment Division of the- War Relocation Authority, gave 
at one of t he Commission's meetings l a.st month, on problems and 
relstions~ipa of the War Reloca tion Authority program for evacu­
ees pf Ka~amese andestry with the genera l war manpower program. 

rrhe employment dat a which \ 1ere cont aimed in t he Vi ri tten sta­
t ement have given us a comprehensive b .ckfro und for study ~f t his 
possible source of l abor supplp. As I unde rstand it, the ' a r Be­
location Authority h~s formul ated on emplmyment progra~ for those 
of Japanes e ancestry who h ave be en evacua ted fr om the West Coast 
to encourage their employment end adjustment, under proper s afe­
guards, into t h e customary ~hannels of American life. This poli­
cy s hould have the dual ef f ect of venefitihg the evacuees, many 
of wh om are American citizens, and of making avai l abl e to the 
country s eneral t hou sand peo ~ le f or employment on farms and in 
industry . . 

The War Manpower · Commissmov, thoroughly endor s es the employ­
ment program developed b y the 'ar Relocat ion Authority and 
a ss ures ~t )the~cdnt!fuaed: cban~~ation of the United States Em­
nloyment Se~vice in its recr~itment and repl acem~nt activities. 

oOo 




