
Our treat ment of the Japanese i s surely 
a t est case of whether ve can help to 
di r ect alien communities when t '.a.i s v1ar 
is over . 

The Ja~anese I n Our Mi dst 

by George : . Taylor 

1 

The future of t he Japanese mi nority in the United St ates i s no longer 
a d omestic is sue for thr e J s t a t es of t he P~cific Co&s t : it i s t he r e s po­
nsibility of t he entire Uni on . Mos t of t he West Coas t Japanese ar ~ now 
settled in per rnbnent r a location canter s where t hey r emain as wards of the 
nation . The Amer i can peopl~ nave t hus assumed the power to · plan t he li ­
ve s of thes e 112 , 000 persons, more t han hd.lf of whom are Ameri can citi ­
zens. 

The distinction bet v.e en citizen and non- citizen among the J apane:.;e eva­
cuees ari ses from our refusal t o permit t~e I ssei , t he fi rst generat ion of 
J apanese i :n11i grants, to take oub naturaliz<:t tion paper s . The lav· , ho ·ever , 
made t he chil dr an of t he fi r st generation Americancitizens by virtue of 1 
t heir bi r t h i n t hi s country . These ar e t he Ni se i. Sdme ~f t hese ~ere s ent 
back to J apan for their educa tion and ar ~ often cons i dered as a separ a te 
group, t he Kibei-- a group upon ~hom more su~~icion ha s f a l len , ~erhap s , . 
t han on eighter of the other ~r.o . _ 

These dis tincti ons among t he various groups V1itnin t he J apan ese mino­
rity ar e no sure gui de to their gegree of loyalty to Amer ica . For mos t 
people it i s moce difficult t o a ccept even t he Ni sei a s loyal citizens t tlan 
t he corr espondi ng second g ~neration fr om Ger man or I t a.lian stock . 1."hile 
there i s no doubt t ha t the Japanese in America had .:u1 cxc ;;l l ent e s pinag e 
system before Pear l Habor and thei t J apanese consul s made efforts to win 
over t he Ni sei by for cing t hem to a ttend J apanese language schools , t here 
i ~ little evidence to show t~at t he Ni ~ei were de(lected from t heir l oybl­
t y t o t he United St a tes . 

The r eactions of t he Nisei t o America and t o the wa r seem to be rough­
ly parallel to t ho se of second- gener ation Germans and I t alians. The r ea s ­
ons are clear . These Ame r ican cit i zens of Japanese ances try have lived 
their l ives in t his countr y , i1ave gone t hrough our high schools , t aken 
honors i n our univar sitie s , and tried to snar e in our l i f e . 'Ihey r 2spon­
wi th al s cri ty whe:-. t he . .?Army rece£1tly opened its ranks to them. Fr om t he 
experiment i n r elocation which t hey are now und~rgoing may 1:,ell emer ge t ile 
t echnique s for deal i ng wi t n t he numerous r Jl oca t l ons which will ac company 
and f ollow the wi nning of t ne \. a r . In our relocation cent er ::; i mportan t in­
ternational policie s ar~ taki ng snape . 

George E. Taylor , head of the Far Eastern 
Department of t he Universi t y of ~''ashing ton 
i s an authori ty on t he Far Ea st. During tne 
de cade 1938-1940 he s pent eignt years i n Cnina r . 
and J apan . He wrote regularly for t he Ma11-
chcster Guardian aL1d t he New Statesmo.a , he 
taught at Yenching University, he collected 
med ical suppl i e s f or the Chi nese guerrilar s 
and f or a time t r avel ed wi t h t hem. He reaJ s 
and speaks Chinese . Hi s books , Struggl e fo r 
North China and America in t he Ne~ Pacifi c , 
mark hi m a s one of the mo:::, t i ntelligent of 
our l i aison officer wi t h t he Far Ea st . 

Once eva cuat i on 
was decided u~on , i t 
follo~ed logically t hat 
t ha t thes e peopl e shou~ 
l d become a t laast tem­
porary v·ar ds of t he ? eci­
ral ~ overment . The cn­
~rg e ~gainst Pashington 
would have been severe 
indeed if t he evacuees 

had been let loose out ­
side t ne r estern Defen se-



Page- -2 

zone and told to f end for t hems.elves. For the mc..(j.or i t y of the J apanese 
thi s woul d have meant victimi zation , ex1)loi t a tion, and possible s t a r ­
va t i on . As it is , the a ppropriation of w?0, 000,000 to th ~ War Reloca ­
tion Aut hority i s about equal to t he estimated capital l osses of t he 
evacuees . Alt hough fe eding and housing involve detention , this wa s the 
only civilized way of handling a mQss migration . 

It was a gigantic problem and I mus t say it was car r ied out with re­
a sonable credit to t he American people. A J apanese- American colleague 
wrote me that he considered the evacuation from Seattle and excel l ent 
example oi American democracy at work . Nor must one overlook the coop­
eration of the evacuees t hemselves , t heir desc ipllned accept ance of a 
har d deci s ion . But now that v...e have t he J apane se evacuat ed , what are 
we going to do about t hem? 

II 

The Tolan Commision pointed out t hat incarcera tion, if cont inued for 
t he duration of the war , could end only in wholesale deportation ; we 
could har dly expect years of detenti on ·to encourage loyal ty t o Amer i can 
ins titutions . "If nation believes as the Committee does, that we must 
livQ with t hese people a f ter t hey enter r 8cepti on centers?" 

The questi on uppermost i n t ne minds of the evacuees is nat ur ally: 
lfhat is our a ttitude t owar a s them? What a r e our i n t entions for t heir 
future? 

At f i rst s i ght , the pos iti on of the J apanese mi nor ity seems full of 
anomalies. I mmed iately after Pearl Harbor about t hr ee t housand per sons 
of Japane se ancestry , suspected of fifth- column acti vity by the FBI,were 
rounded u p and incarcerated a t Bismar k, North Dakot a , with persons of 
other nationalti es . At t he same time, forty t housand aliens and sventy 
t housand J apanese- Ameri can cit izens have beenexcluded from the West 
Coast and located i n t en ma i n centers s ituat ed in the s t a t es of Cali ­
f orn ia , Arizona, Utah, Idaho , ~yoming , Col orado , and Ar kasas . But those 
J apanese who evacuated t he We s t Coast befo re t he fre ezing order of March 
19, as well as t hose who wer e a l r eady domicilea in t he eastern part of 
the United St a t es, ar e free to come &nd go as ·they pl ease , and even if 
t hey ar e ali ens, do not suffer t he same re s t r ictions a s citizens of the 
West Coast . 

I n Hawaii , ·where the Japanese outnumber the whi t e population , only 
a few ht.mdred J apanes e have been i npri s i oned and a few. t housand deport­
ed . Defense plans count on the loyalty of the .gener a l population . There 
was plenty of espinage among t he J apanese a l i ens before Pearl Harbor, but 
we have t he authority of the Chi ef of Police a t Honolul u t hci t "ther e 
~ ere no acts of sabotage. c cmrnttted t tnt the ~city - and . county ofl Ronol ulu 
December 7 , nor have there been any &cts of sabotage r eported to t he 
Police Depar tment since that date ." His atatement was published three 
months a fter Pearl Harbor . Nor ha s sabotage been r eported on the West 
Coast . 

The chief r eason fo r eva cuation was f ea r of mob violence agai nst per­
sons of Japanes e ances t ry in case of a ttack ·on the Wes t Coast . year of 
espi nage and sabot age came next in order of i mportance . As far as Jap­
anes~ a1iens and the Ki bei are concerned , fear of espinage ~ere probably 
well grounded . But there is l ess r eason to doubt the loyalty of t he J ap­
anese-Americans , the Nis~i, who form the majority in the relocation cen­
t ers . Thei r aver age age is t went J- - t v.ro years , t hei r nk:nowledge of Japan 
and J apanese is negligi bl e , their ambition to be Americans is genuine 
and compelling. No cha r ges ar e br ought against them or , for that mat­
ter , against anyona enot s en t t o Bi sm~rR, North Dakata . 
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In spite of the extracurricular J apanese s chools which t hey have al­
ways a ttended r eluctantly , a ver y effective j ob of Americaniza tion has 
been done on the Ni sei-- one wi shes sometime s t hat it were not so comp­
lete . As a group t hey t hink like t he middle class , ~ they aspire to a 
mastery of bus i ness , jazz, and dancing; t hey are essenti ally conserva­
tive in socia l l ife and pol otics. Priva t e ent er prise coul d have rio firmer 
supporters . They were no t politically-minded ; t hey worried much l e ss 
about i nternational af fairs than about get ting t ne family ca r for Sat ­
urday n i ght . They wonder what we hold agai nst them. 

Mainly we hold against them the charge that t hey wer e not a s s imila ted 
and were therfore a danger to ·the public peace in time of ~ar with J ap­
an . We were emotionall y unprepared for the war, passions could easily 
be a r oused , Japanese wer e too ~asily suspected. Part of our suspieion 
arises from our i gnorance of the J apanese mi nority. Had the war come 
ten years lat er the problem would not hava a.r i sen i n t he same f or m becau­
se succeeding gener ations wou l d have lost t nei r economic dependence on 
the first, non- citizen gener a tion . The influence of t he Japanese consul­
ates and banks mi ght well have been broken . As i t was , t he danger of 
mob vi ol ence against anyone of J apanes e ancestry was very reQl . 

Most of the Ni sei, t herefbr e , see that they have to s uffe r with the 
rest, not because t hey a r e not char ged with disloyalty but because t hey 
are not assimilated . One of them cal led t he evacuation policy a "neces­
sary i n justice. " But wh~t og our respons i bilty? Having carried out the . 
surgical oper a tion ·, having removed so many persons f r om t he living t issue 
of American l ife and isolated t hem f rom t he main currents of world con­
flict, it would be an even greater tragedy if full advantage were not 
taken of this t o bring about a just and l as ting solution ot t he J apanese 
minor ity probl em: 

III 

When t he Army fini shed moving t hem, the evacuees were turned over t o 
t he '·Va r Relocation Aut hority. 

The 1\TRA eatabli shed permanent relocation center s , t wo of which a r e 
on Indian land . In one of these , Poston, Arizona , admi ns tration has been 
delega ted by the 'NRA to the Ind i an Service . Much of the small "Caucas ian 11 

staff at t h i s camp comes from t he Indian Service, one of the few branches 
of tho govar ment to which we coul d turn for a group of men ~ho had had 
long experience in dealing with a minority group . Under t he progr essively 
enlightened policies which John Coll i er has done so much to encourag e du~­
ing the l ast decade , t he t reat ment of our Indian popula t .i o:n i s one of 1 ~~ · '.! 
which we have good r eason to be proud . To thi s Ind i an Service nucleu s 
has been added a group of extremely abl e per sons , many of v.·hom have had 
successf ul experi ence with t he Japanese . 

Poston i s essentia l ly an exper imen t in pl aruied relocat i on . The long­
yerm progr am can be r oughly summarized as aimi ng a t t wo t hings : the bui ld ­
ing up of a temporary community, and pr eparation for ultimate assimilat4,.:··--. 
i on. A community mus t be buil t up along self- goverment lines and in 
conformity with t he wishes of the inhabi tant s , not only i n order to hel p 
r ee s t abli sh moral e but a lso because t here a r e s ome , perhaps , who will not 
wi sh to leav-3 t he camps even i f allowed t o a o so . If t he Colorado Ind i an 
Tribe to whom the l and and a l l its improv ements will a l ways bel ong shoul4 
ext end t he :tease, many evacuee s would be glad to r smain and f ar m t his 
rich soil . It i s possible toimagine Japc.nese communities growing up i n 
t hese t elocation centers i n whi ch t he cen t ripetal forces would be strong­
e r t han t he centrifugal--communiti ~s which would be a fr ee but d i s tinct 
part of t he American scene . To be a free part of t he American acene, 
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however , t here mus t be , fo r many of t he evacue ~~ , a new bi r t h of con­
fidence , Anov.rledge , and capacity f or t he Amer i can way of doing thi ngs . 

Po::1 t on t oday has t he framewor K wi t hi n whi ch a new societ y can grow . 
For mer l y d i sgrw1tled evacuee s say t aat i t 11·c i l l work 11 ; there machinery 
t hrough whicn aundr aas are l eaving for ~empor~ry ~o~itions i n ar ~as out ­
s i de t he \ es tern Defens e Zone ; t uer e i s a bridg e bet t.een t h3 evacuee s · 
anu t he outs i de world . 

Looked a t wi t h thi s f ramework i n mi nd , it i s ~ossible t o put tne many 
apparent cla shes of ~ers onalities and ~olici es a t Poston i n to thei r pro­
per r el ation . Among the Caucas i an aami n s tra tor s , t hos e who daily job 
i t i s to build up a community, t hu ca.n.J:J of f i c i als , t he adul t educa;. 
t i on l eaders , t he engi n eer s , and th~ t Gachers can ha~dly avoid gi vi . g 
th~ i mpr ess i on t hat t hey l ook on thi s a s a permanent pr o j ect . Those 
whos e funct i on it i s t d> move men out of t he camps t o satisfy the demand 
f or agricul t ural labor i n t h8 Mi dwest , or those who ar e tryi ng t o r e­
locate s t udent s i !l Ea s t er n univer siti e s , natural l y have les s sympat hy 
wi t h t ne .morJ permanent a s pect of camv li f e . These di fferences illu­
s t r a t e the d i f fi cult y of r econcil i ng t he t vio t hings whicii t he pl an de­
mand s : fr eedom to leave Po ::> ton and f r eedom t o build a community at 
Pos t on . 

IV 

The fir st cr i s i s i s defi ni t el y over . Administr ation and ev~cuees 
have l i ved t hr ough months during whi ch evacuee s were bitter , bewilder ­
ed, upset by br oken t i es , torn by conf l ic t i ng r umor s , doubtf ul of the 
good f aith of the government . The i ssei t aunt ed t he ni sei --"! t ol d 
you so , yoQ ar e i mpounded wi t h the r es t of us . n Far mers f ear ed f or 
t he future , for even t he l and belonged to t he Indi &ns--t his was t o be 
another Ar ab-Jew situat ion. The f i r st announcement, f or example-­
cr eat ed , in t his t ense a t mospher e , a wave of opt i mi sm which tur ned 
t o de spa i r when sel f - government di d not come overnight . 

This per i od of uncertainty is over and a mood of accept ance and 
cooper ation i s t aki ng i ts pl ac e . Ther e ar e no out war d s i gn s among t he 
evac uees of any lower ing of mor~le . Everyone dress es well and t he 
women s omehon ""lanage to look clean , cool , and be ci.ut iful i n heat and 
dus t . Th~ mi sei ar e t aki ng t hi s experience a s wel l a s any ot her Am­
ericans but t hey ar e sti l l l i ving on t heir moral credit , li~e the 
gi rl who sai d , "We have unpacked our l uggage but not our mi nds ." 
They a r e not d i vorced f r om t hei r old environment. Y\'hen thi s spir i t 
r uns l ow, what i nnei-: .... r~source s can t hey draw upon ? 

The order i n thi s communi t y i s t he more amazi ng when one consi der s 
the phys ical condi t i ons under whi ch the 18 , 000 people are f orced to 
live . Dus t , fine and all- perva s i ve , i s a con s t ant f a c t or; ther e is 
no escape f r om i t . The eva cuees a t Poston ' s three camps are housed 
in bar racks const r ucted by t he Army on l and ~hich t he Col or ado River 
used t o overflow bef ore t he construction of the Par ker Dam. The heat 
i s t en degree s hotter t han in t he Libyan Desert . The evacuees call 
t he camps Roa stem, Toastem, and Postem. 

The thrid l argest community in Arizona , Poston t akes i ts name from 
t he f irst delegate t o Congres s f r om t he Terr itor y of Ar i zona , t he man 
who s ecur ed $50 , 000 of t he public f unds f or t he cons truct i on of irri­
gation ditche s in what is s t i ll I ndi an t erri tor y . The wat er for t he 
proj ect is di ver ted fr om t he Colorado River by the r ecently con s t ruct­
ed Headway Dam of t he Parker I rrigation Pr oject , bu t r ea che s t he fir st 
of t he camps thr ough Post on ' s old d i t ches . Irrigation wat er wi l l soon 
r ea ch t he sec.end. and t hi r d camps . 
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Last summer, in a pemper ature which goe s above 120 deg ree every day, 
the evacuees had to get a long wi t h ver y little water &nd under very 
crowded conditions . Army barracks d ivided into rooms twenty feet by 
twenty- five f eet afford little protection fr om the heat . Sometimes 
a s many a s three f amili es shared one room . In Sept ember a survey of 
the housing situation s howed t hat i n one area fourteen f amilies oc­
cupi ed seven rooms . Under t hese condi t i ons pr iva cy could not exis t , 
for there a re no partitions . · 

The J a pane se consider t he housing problem the most urg ent and a cute 
of all the questions f acing t he ad:mi n i str a tion at Poston. They point 
out how hard i t i~ to creat e a home out of a floor spa ce eight fe e t 
square per per son, which is the allotment wher e c:. f amily of seven 
occupies one apart ment . They feel th~t condition s m~y defeat t hem in 
the fi ght t o maintain individual and f ami ly integrity . P~ hi ghly r espect­
ed J apanese Chri stic..n s aid that if t hi s condition contlllnues r.1uch l ong­
er , t here \!\·ill be a collapse of moro.l e . "Unrelieved t ension continued 
over a period of mont hs wi ll have serious conseq_uences . 1r Friendsi"!i ps 
of long st&nding come to an end , the moral condition of the young 
people deteriorates , child ren are driven outsi de t heir home for t heir 
social l ife. Nobody sta.ys a t home i n Poston , 8nd t ha t is an unhealthy 
and dangerous sign. Many of the older peovl e , t oo fe~bl e to t ake · care 
of themselv es , are sepbra t ed from t heir f &milies . 

The f ollowing w&s wr i tten by a young J apanese l ast Se pt ember: --
Tonight a s I sit her e and type a t my portable pl ac ed on a 

t able t hat is used for a l most ever yt ning under t he sun, the t hought 
comes to me that I ought to portray an actual evening a t home in 
an overcrowded apart ment. I consi der mine an overcrowded apartment, 
f or in it there ere seven of us . At the present moment my wife is 
trying in va in to put our four-months- old bab~ girl to sleep . She 
is pacing the l ength of the 20 1 x25 ' room wi th the baby in her a r ms , 
but t he baby continues t o cry . My elderl y mal e cousin is lying 
pr one on hi s bed i n one corner of t he apa trment and trying har d to 
concentr a te on the front page of a t hree- days- old newspaper, but 
I am certa in t hat it i s only wi th difficulty t hat he i s r ead ing t he 
paper , for he i s constantly casting gl c.nc es towar d my wi fe and t he 
wailing baby . My middle- aged f emale cous i n is al so lying ~rone 
on her bed , ~hich is l ocated i n t he center of the . r oom along side 
t he bed of her t en- year - old daught er who is sti ll ver y much full 
of pep and ener gy des pite a strenuou~ Gay of ~l~y outdoor s. The 
young daught er i s keeping her self busy be t ween m&King a necklace 
of melon seeds and calling everyone ' s attenti on to the little 
mi nnows t he:. t some of her little boy fri ends c o. ught for her during 
the day in the near - by creek . My mother-in- l aw wa s puttering ar ound 
f or a whi l e with her se~ ing , but she mus t have tired of it, for I 
now note that she ha s gone outside and is carrying on a conversation 

wi th one of t he neighbors on our front porch. 
The t hing t hat strikes me jus t a t thi s particular moment i s t his 

How l ong can vie keep up t his s tra. i n t hat i s brought about by the 
l ack of pr ivucy? 
No wonder an eva cuee l awyer who for merly had an ~xcellent pr a tice 

§..aiti th&.t he t hought of a lmost nothing but hi s physical. conditi on. 
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What kind of society can t he evacuees create in these conditions? 
A beginning ha s already been made towards the establishment of self­
goverrunent . Under provisions of the WRA, the proj ect directors ~ere 
authorized to set up a eommunity Council , elected by ever yone above 
the age of eighteen . Only United St~tes citizens over twenty- one 
yeabs of age could hold office. At the same t i me , all resi dents , 
citizen or non- citizen, were eligible for appointive offices in the 
administration. The powers of the Community Council are limited main? 
ly to the ma i ntenance of internal peace and order . The Council has 
no authority to regula te the manag ement, oper&tion , or conduct of 
business enter prises within t he center. 

The form of government gives the admi nistration consider able l a ti ­
tude in the handling of one of the ticklish probl ems of reloca t i on 
life : the relat i n between t he younger and the ol der gener a t ion . The 
American citi zens i n Poston , who number 60 per cent9 mf . the total spop­
ul a t ion, er e for the most part under thirty year s of age; the other 
40 per cent , ma inly aliens , ar e well over for ty . There i s a very 
noticeable fal l ing · off i n the age group between thirty and fifty years . 
The younger gener ation ha s not had time to achieve economic independ­
ence from the older, non- citizen generation or to produce a large · 
number of experienced leader s . 

Under these conditi ons full authority could not be gi ven to the 
J apanese- Americans; it could onl y be pla ced grad ually in t he i r hand s . 
By a double system of adm i nistration, the el ective and the appointive , 
the younger generation is being trained for full responsibility , and 
the older generation t akes part in practical admi nistration . The 
experience and prestige of t he one group balance the youth and ambi­
t i ons of the other . In this way i t is hoped th&t s omet hi ng of a brake 
can be put on the t endency towards tne disintegra tion of t hat power f ul 
J apanese institution , t he f amily . 

The forces which ar e underming f amily loyalties arise from the na­
t ure of the reloca tion camps . Where food , shelter, and clothes are 
provided by the government, the f a t her of the f amily cea ses to have 
any economic hold upon his chi ldren; V\ .. here ·the mother ceases to be 
the cook , she loses one of her ma in functions in the eye s of children. 
All medls a re t aken in the comrtlon dining room, all cooking is done by 
professional cooks . Where housing conditions are so crowded, the 
discipline of children ceases to be a family m~teer ana become s the 
affair of the group. Under these condition s it wouddbe disastrous 
to i ncrease by constitut ional arrang ement t he gap between t he t v-o 
generations . It was t he strength of the f ami l y which accoun~ed in 
lar ge measure for t he magnifi cen t discipline which t he eva cuees have 
shown during months of intense heat an d discomfor t. 

Ther e are few gr oups in the United state s which could havecome thr­
ough this experiences so ~ell a s the Japanese- Americans . Ther e are 
many scars--those who formerly wanted to volunteer for the Army are 
not now so keen, those whose f a ith in American democra cy was high ar e 
now discougaged--but on the whole there is a wi ll ingne ss among the 
issei to accept their position fatali s tical l y, and among the nisei to 
insis t , by actions , t hat t hey areAmerican citizens . 

The inner s piri t of a community is hard to judge . But whatever 
f reedom the eva cuees may be given pol iticall y to develop in their 
ovm way , much of the framework is already decided for t hem by the 
economic policie s of the WRA . Fr om an e~onor ic point of view Post on 
is an ver sion of a collecti vefarm. Irrig~tion and f ar ming are a 
community affair directed by an evacuee and Caucasian bureaucr&cy. 
Most of the Caucasians are in the i rrigation work, bringing ~ater 
f rom the Parker Dam t o irri gate an area which, when completed, will 
cover80 , 000 acr es but is now limited to one ~u~rter of this amount . 
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There is a great deal to be done ye t in the way of clearing land of 
t he fast- gowing me squite , ma.king roads, and gener al construction . 
Irr i gation ditche s , drainage canals, and l evees are t he c ondition of 
agriculture , and work on t hese sti l l monopolizes mos t of the heavy 
equi pment. 

Everyone worKs for t he pro j ect--ther e is no other empl oyer. Labor 
is pa id a basic wage of $16 a month, but managerial and professional 
labor r eceives $19 a month . The only v1ay to ac q_uire money is to work 
for one of t he pr oj ect departments. There is an allowna ce of ~4 for 
c~othing. A f ami l y of four children would t her efore r eceive "16 for 
the worker and $24 f or clothes; ~ ith the ~stimated equival en t of $120 
for ma intenance, the total i ncome would be $160 a month . It costs t he 
gover nment forty- five cents per head to feed t he eva cuees, compared 
with the current cost of sixty- t wo c ents f or t he Army. The 18 , 000 
inhabitants of Pos t on receive 6000 quarts of milk a day . The f ood 
i s tolerable. For one t [).ird of t he evacuee s t hese condition s , apart 
from housing, represent an i mprovement, for another t hird t hey s pell 
a shar p l owering of t he standar d of living . 

The immediate economic objectives of the project have been l a id 
down by WRA. The eva cuees are t o r a ise only enough food to be self­
sufficient and to hel p other -camps . At the dame time many other 't hings 
ar e going on--experiment s with rubber- producing pl ants. t he ·introduction 
of beef and dairy herds . The growing s eason is 270 days a year, the 
rainfall t hree t o five inche s , t he soils rich and varied . With suffi­
cient wat er a rich agricultural c ommunity can develop. 

Health , like other t hi ngs , is a government s ervice . A well-run 
hospi t a l t ake s care of public health , professional services (doctors 
and dentists r eceive $19 a month) , nursing and sanita t ion. Recrer tion 
i s a community s ervice-- some 60 , 000 people attend baseball game s e~ery 
moth for nothing . The s t ores, which do a roaring trade and are th~ 
r eal centers of social life , ar e community ener prises. 

~he WR.A permits the establishment of co- oper atives , and t he Rochdale 
Institue, by invitation, sent r epr e s enta tives to t each for a month at 
Poston . The possibilitie s for t he growt h of a coope r ative society 
ar e intoxicating--cooperatives could t ake care of everything from the 
r epa ir of shoes to t he manufacture of agricultural implemen~. As no 
other form of evacuee enterprise i s per mi tted , t he evacuees will have 
t o choose bet ween organizing cooperatives for the production of their 
consumer goods and services or purchas ing them with t heir $16 a mont h 
wages. 

But it i s not eas y t o develop cooperation among .the evacuees. Th©se 
who want t o develop it s ee their problem a s one of education, particu­
larly among t he younger nisei. They find t hat t her e is l ittle incen­
tiveto work, because of the continuing sense of injus tice , and many 
of the formerly well- to-do l augh a t ~16 a month. The development 
of cooperatives also r aise s t he probl em of wage s . Mus t the government 
r a t es be adhered to ? Can profits be used to raise t he r eal wages of 
t he employees? How do coopera tives f i t into t he economi c future of 
the pr oject? Will they fit into the same pictur e with government 
f actories--for example, the one jus t finished for making camoufl age 
nets? Having per mitted the development of cooper atives, t he Poston 
opened the way, if the eva cuee s wish to follow it , to t he handling over 
of a great deal of economic control from the government to t he 
eva cue es . 
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VI 

It i s one t hing f or men t o l eave a concentration camp with a burn ­
ing sense of i n jus tice; it i s another t h i ng, &nd a matt8r of' some i mp­
ortance to Amer ica , if they l eave a cornmunity~in v:hich t hey have pride , 
feel f r ee to grow, and through \'. h i ch t hey have f a ith i n A.merican i n sti­
tut ions . 

Of the evacuees who have already l eft Poston , some have gone. on a 
t emporary and other s on a parman cnt basi s . The t emporar y l abor has al­
r eady performed s i gna l s er vice to t he war eff ort . I t i s estimated tha t 
the 16 00 v·ho went out l ast year t onharvest t he sugar- beet crop saved 
t he goverment w5, J OO, OOO, not counting the cost of t he ma t erial s . Only 
400 had r eturned in Sept ember ; half the ot hers had made a rrangements for 
semi - per manen t e~~loyment , ~nd the r est , if they could not make a similar 
arrangement s , intGnded to r J t urn. Under the pre s ent 111\A r uling an evacuee 
i s allowed to s t ay outs i de, except for the Western Def ense zone , i f he 
has obtained empl oyment . fuO St of the demand , which i s per s i s t ent and 
grov:i ng in propporti0n , is for agricultur al V'JOr K, but the Feder2l Em­
ployment Service is al so handling r equests for jujitsu experts , n urses , 
and domestic servants , 

Many evacuee s f amilies go out on a permanent basis f rom the begin­
ning . The sugar- beet compani es , acting f or indivi dua l f ar mers and un­
derwritting the deal , have a sked for a s many as 1700 workers a t a time , 
with their f ami lies, to settle in f ebraska and Color ado . Many of the 
f c..rmers· are shorthanded bec~use their sons have gone into the Army, or 
f or the reasons, and t hey a r e willing to provi de per manent homes for 
families , not singl e men, on a s hare- cropping bas i s . In t his way a beg­
inning is being made .in the proce s s of s~reading ,the evacuee popul a tion 
over t he face of the country--a process whi ch many t hink is the first 
condi tion ef assimi lation. . 

The conditi ons under which evacuees l eave the cam_p s ar e car efully 
contr olled . The worKers must be pai d t he pr evailing wage t in t he dist ­
rict ac cording to t ne surveys made by the F~drc l Employment Service. 
There must be sati sfac tory housing , t he empl r yer must transport t he em­
ployee to a metr opolitan cen t er a.t least once a week and pr ovi de for 
a doctor. Yi'Rk has field wor kers in each dis trict to r atch develcpments. 
Area s ar e chs·en i n vihi ch t he local sheriff promises protection and the 
local schools· take in ~he chil dr en. Each evacuee car ries with him t wo 
postcar ds addressed to the fi e£d r epr esentative , to whom he can send com­
pl aints . The evacuees ar e permitted to get ot her pos i t i ons if t hey wi s h 
t o do so. As th~ labor shortage becomes more and more acut e t he pr essur e 
to secure l abor f rom the r eloc~tion camp s will incr eas e and t he question 
of the conditions under ~ hich this is permi tted will a s sume even more 
i mport ance . lf f r eedom i s still linked to employment , the evacuees feel, 
t he dang er of priessure group wanti ng to use t he relocation cent 8rs a s 
gover ment - run ·"oc:.k i e . r e s ervations 11 i s very r eal. This futur e of de s ti­
tution i s the night mar e of Poston . 

VII 

The experiment a t Poston i s bei n g car efully studied by observer s r es ­
ponsible t o a branch of t he ar med f or ces . Our future tasks i n relocat­
ing di spl aced peopl es in many part s of the worl d , and i n pr oviding t em­
porar y admi nstr ation and public services for peopl e s r el eased f r om long­
endured bondage , ar e being pr epar ed for i n many ways . But her 2 a t 
Pos ton i s both an eAp,eriment and a t e s t case ; it i s well worth the wat ­
chillg . 
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Poston ' s chief difficul ty , that '2f maintaining a modifi ed position, 
goes to the heart of t he pr oblem. ~t is diff i cult to avoid building 
up a permanent labor camp of embittered citizens , on t he one hand , and 
to avoid th~ a anger vmi ch would attena a too r apid di spersia l of the 
evacuees at this stage . There is unfortunately no pr actical way of test­
ing loyalty shor t of putting people i n a pos ition where they could be 
di sloyal and taki ng the risks . The evacuees must be permanently r elocate­
d as soon as public opi nion and t rie f crtunes of vrar allow, but as this 
will be at best a slow process , t hose v.ho have to live in camps must be 
giving giving the moral fortitude and proper i ncent ives to do so . As 
t his pr oblem r elates mainly to the young , the suggestion has been mad e 
that we g ive full fr eedom to American citizens among the evacuees tol eave 
Poston i f th~y so desire. Fe~ would be abl e to l eave , and t nose ~ho 
r emained would feel and act like fr ee men . Such a measur e would gua­
rantee t he loyalty of a ·~ roup who·se faith has been sor~ly tes.ted . I n 
t his connection t he Army s new r ulings des erve th.; highest pr 2. i se. . 

Coml:- lete detention c.nd compl ete dis pe;r si o.l ar e clearly not the pract-., :·.L 
ical alte·r native s ; t he picture must i nclude. something of both . ?oston .. 
must be cons idered as an organism g ro~ . ing an and into the American · 
scene . What happen to those who leave Post on canriot .fail to affect thos e 
who r ema i n; what happens to t hose who r emai n v··i ll a f f ect those who l eave. 
Men who have built somet hing of v:iiich t hey have r .:-ason to be pr oud v.ill 
not feel a shamed to 'i\ alk abroad and will be fr eer to make t hei r ovn con­
ditions i f they dec ide not to come b~ck. Men who ar e wage earners in 
gover ment- managed bureaucr atic enterprise run by Caucasins ass isted by 
some evacuees will mset t he same faith outside. They will not have the 
knoV:'led.ge, t he exper i ence , the l eadership , or t he will to fight for the 
freedoms which all of us , whether members of minor ities or majorities , 
mus t constant ly struggle for i f we ar e to k eep them . 

The posi tion of .ithe evacuees must be clarified . Officials a t Poston 
r ealize tha t if t he evacuees l eaving the camp a r e suspected , because of 
l ack of definit i on of their status , t he whole policy of t he "'RA will f a il ; 
it is ·no use getting evacuees out on a permanent b&sis unles s t hey are 
goiim.g to be eccepted a s loyal citizens. lf we prefer not to let t hem 
come out , or want t hem only for cheap labor· which can be r e t urned when 
not needed , t hen it would be best to understand t he connection betveen 
t h i s attitud e and the urgen cy of securing t he ~ol i ti cal all egiance of 
the peoples of Asia i n our s t rug gle with J apan . 

The consequences of not dealing ~ith t h is i ssue intell ig .~ntly and just­
ly are se rious . First, the Japanese of J apan would be provided with 
valuable fuel for t he flames of race hatr ed whi ch t hey ar e t r ying t o 
whip up all over 3astern A~ia . Secondly, t he Chinese , our oo~ great ally 
in Easter n Asia , our one bulwark against tle threat of a race ~ ar against 
the white man , would be very much di scouraged if the Japanese- American s 
were badly tree. ted . Chinese in Salt .uake City are r e.ported to hei.ve given 
~250 to t he Japanese-Ame~ican Citizens ' ~eague because t hey sympathized 
~ith t he position of an 0ri ental minority i n the Jni ted St a t es . The 
Chinese in China , 1.1:ho have suff ered much more a t t he hands of t he Jap­
anese t han we , have on occasion l ec tured their'Jap~nese pri sioners om 
the orgins of the war and set them free to rGturn to their own lines . 
They have encouraged a Fr ee Japane se ruovement--to use against Japan the 
Japanese 'rho want to liberate the i r country f rom t he gri ,p of the mili­
t arists . 

The Chinese do not wish to s ee every Japanese i n cince.ttr a t ion camp : 
they want to defeat tha ~ apane se in order to create a world i n wni ch there 
wi ll be a greater meas ure of equali tybet ween men of differ ent colors . 
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vur experiment a t r oston will be ~atched by our allies and our ~nemies , 
for it i s a t e s t cas e of our intent i ons i n t his wor l d a t war. ~ore i m­
port ant s till , i t i s a demonstration of our abi lit y t o handle one of t the 
earliest problems of t he peace . 

Fr om t he The Atlantic monthly 
oy George E. Taylor ls sue--April , 1~43 
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