Minority Group in Hawaii
By william C. Smith

Even though there may be reason to believe that Dutch and Spanish ships
touched the Hawalian Islands as early as the sixteenth century that the islands
were called to the attention of the world by the English explorer, Captain '
James Cooke. Shortly after his discovery of the archipelagc on January 18,1778,
epochal changes came as Cock's voyage played an impertant pert in the develop=-
ment of the fur trade between Chine and Pacific coast of North America. Fur
traders came from meny lands and mede Honolulu a way station, and this was
Paweiits first significant contact with the outside commercial world.

As a by=product of the fur trade came the commerce in sandalwccd with China,
which begen about 1810. As the islands were being rapidly stripped of sandal-
wood, the whalers begen to use Hcnolulu as & supply stations This brought a
new source of revenue for some twenty years (1840-60), when in turn it begin to
recede. The end of the whaling business was foreseen and attention was directed
increasingly to agriculture. The first missionaries, who came in 1820, encouraged
agriculture. They brought a new seeds, plants, tools, snd a farmer to help the
Heawaiiense

Suger cane grew luxuriantly in the islands end gradually its value was recognized.
A Chinese resident made sugar as early as 1802, but it was not before 1835, when an
Americen firm planted a considerable acreage, that sugar production assumed any
importgnte When sugar of a fair quality was mede inl842, it actually became &
commercial productes The first important advance came in 1951 with the invention
of the centrifugel drying process. !

Iabor Problem gnd Immigration-

As early as 1850 the sugar industry begen to face problems, and one was that of
a labor supplye-2 The native population had decreased through raveges of the
white men's diseases, because many men hed become sailors on the fur, sandalwood,
and whaling ships. Moreover, the Hawaiians were disinclined 4o the steady, mon-
otonous labor in the cane fields, and when they demanded wages which the planters
could not pay, Chinese coolies on contract were sought, and in January 1852 the
first instgllment of some two hundred was brought over., Seven months later one
hundred more arrived. : -
There was disagreement concerning the recruiting of labor. The Government was

desirous of securing South Sea Islanders. who were of the same racial stock,,

%o build up the declining Hawaiians population. In 1859 a smell contingent was
brought from the South Seas. In December 1864 the Buresu of Immigration was
created to desl with the labor situation. The Bureau investipgated Ini's and
Malaysia, but decured no recruits from either area. REurope was also considered.
The plaenters, however, wanted cheap labor, snd while the Bureau was cgnvassing

the verious possibilities, the improtation of Chinese coolies went steadily on.
In 1865 five hundred mcre Chinese were brought. The first shipment of 148
Japanese came in 1868, but there were no edditions from this source for some
twenty years. 1In the first nine years following the organization of the Bureau
of Immigrgtion in 1864, nearly 1,700 Chinese and about 200 South Sea Islanders
were admitted.

The treaty of reciprocity with the United States in 1875 was a great stimu-

lus to sugar production, and after that date this industry assumed a dominant
position in the economic life of the islands. In 1890 the export of sugar was
ten times that of 1875. This enlarged American market increased the demsnd for
workers. The planters still insisted on cheap labor, while the Goverment scught

immigrants who would assimilate end amalgamate readily with the native Hawaii-
8IS
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Fears of chinese and Japanese

The influx of Chinese in the 1377-90 period was sufficiently large to pro-
duce a feeling of uneasiinesss It was feared that the islends would become a
Chinese colony, and to forestall such an eventuality, labor recuiting was shift-
ed to other lands. There were some four hindred Portuguese in Hawaii. Nost
of them had come with the whaling ships and had merried Hawalian women. Because
of their industry and thrift, both the planters and the immigration officials
agreed that they would be desirable. Several thousand Portuguese were induced
to come, but in those pre~pansma-Canal days the expense of transportation was
all but prohibitive., Small groups were brought {rom Germany, Scandinavia, and
the South gea Islands, but in sufficient numbers to supply the demand.

Attention was egain directed to the Qrient, this time to Japan, but at first
the Japanese Goverment was unwilling to permit her nationals to go under the
then existent conditions. In 1885 the first shipment of Japanese coolies--616
men, 159 women, and 108 children--arrived. In 1886 a treaty was negotiated with
Japan which tapped a new labor reservoir, and under this agreement 62,000 Jap-
anese came, of which one-{ourth were women. The Japanese Goverment insisted

on & minimum percentage of women in each shipment,

When the Hawaiian Islands were anunexed on June 16, 1857, Chinese immigration
was automatically prohibited because the Chinese had already been excluded from
the United States. The Japanese inflow of coolie labor tuheu increased until
1507, when it was checked.

With this virtual wave aweeping in from a single source since 1886, another
fear was aroused=-=that of a Japanization oi the islands. To checkmate this,
attenpts were made to recruit other naticnals in order to diversify the labor
group. In 1900-1901 about 5,000 Puerto Ricans came. Partly with this in view
and pertly because oi the reduction in the supply from Japasn on account of the
Russo=-Japanese War, some Koreans were recruited. In June 1903 there were 515
Koreans in the Territory, and in June 1905 there were 7,296. When the war ended,
the Japanese inflow was resumed and the Korean immigration ended,

between 19056 and 1912 there were further attempts to secure Portuguese, and
more Ghan 5,000 came, but they did not remain lomg on the plantations; many
of them went to California. 1In 1907 pPresident Theodore Roosevelt negotiated

the Gentlemen's Agreement with Japan which ended the movement of Japeanese
laborers to continental inited States. Haweii was not included in the agree-
ment, but the Japamese Goverment voluntarily extended the prohibition to include
the Territory. Recruiting then shilted to the Fhilippine -Islands, end in a
couparstively short time the Filipinos were occupying first place in the lgtor
picture of Haweili. This was the third c¢f the great inundations from the Qrient-
the Chinese, the Japenese, and the ¥ilipinos.

Population Deta

The population data presented in Table 1 visualizes an a rough way the situation
in the islands. The table shows approximately when the different groups began
to arrive and in what numbers. For more accurate details, however, it is necessary
to study the intercensal periocd.-3  According to this table, the Japanese con-
stitute the largest group in the islands, with the Caucasians occupying second

place., The Filipino group is third in size, and that is followed by the Part-

Hawaiians.

Table 2 gives the percentage of native-born in the several groups and this
is almost identical with citizenship. There is a discrepancy ia certain groups
where naturalization has been permissible. The figure for 1940 give "citizenship"
and not "pativity." It is evident from these data that the alien element in
the population is rapldly receding into the background. —In 1896 only-10+3
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per cent of the Clhiinese were native-born and citizens, while in 1940 the per-
centage was 86.,80. 1In 1896 only 8.5 per cent of the Japanese were nastive-born,
while in 1940 their citizenship (identical with nativity) rose to 77.9 per cent.
The Chinese and Japanese aliens are reaching the age bracket in which the death
ratv is highe The Korean immigration was later then the bulk of the Chinese
eand Japanese influx, and as a consequence their percentage of citizens is lower
than that of the Qriental groups .

Some years ago predictions were frequently made that the Japanese would have
a voting majority ore near majority by 1340. The data for 1940, however, do not
suppori those prognostications. According to the Goveraor's Report for 1940
the Japanese had 35 per cent of the citizeng $he Chinecse 7 per cent, the Hawaiians
and Part-Hawailauns 19 per cent, the Caucasians 33 per cent, the Koreans 1 per
cent, and the Filipinos 5 per cent.

Race Relations in Hawaiil

Visitors to Hewaii characteristically comment on the friendly relations ex-
isting among the several ethnie groups. An Americen sociologist who had spent
several years in the (¢ld South said, "Humanly speaking, you have no race prejudice
in Hawaii."® On the whole, it may be said that the several races live together
in relationships which are characterized by harmony and friendliness.

The visitor from the Pacific coast or from the South does not see in Hawaii
the behavior to which he is accustomed. A dean of a white college in the South
will address a Negro high school teacher as "pProfessor,"™ but never as "Mister. "
In Hawaii the term is applied indiscriminately to men of all races. In the
South, Negroes may enter banks and stores with white folks, but they are not
admitted as guests in hotels and restaurants for white men. In Honolulu, members
of all reces are admitted to such places. If a Southerner boards a street car
in Honolulu he may be pertubed, for he will look in vain for the famliar
movable sign which serves as a boundary line between the blacks and the whites.
Service clubs in Hawail draw their members from &ll races, and the white man sits
down by the Negro at the luncheon table.

These common practices in Hawaii symbolize an equality in social status.

In such a situation men of superior ability and character, no matter of what
race, can rise to positions of dignity and even of power--and they doe

But our tourist friend must remind himself that Hawaii is neither california
nor Alabama, and all too often he:doesunot.dppréciatécthe real situations
He has grown accustomed to behavior in certain areas, and when that does not
gppear on the. surface in the femliar forms, he concludes that in Hawgil there

is neither prejucice nor discrimination and that all is beagutifully idyllic.

Factors in Race Friendliness

A number of factors have entered into the warp and woof of Hawaiian life
to make it what it is, but there is no such thing as an unchangeable pattern
in the islends. Life is in processs The dgta presented in Table 1 show that
tremendous changes have come in the composition of the population. The succesa-—
ive waves of immigration heve brought changes, and no one can predict the
future with accuracye _

The early contacts of Americans and EBuropeans with the Hawaiians were of such
a nature as to make for friendliness and associations on a basis of equality.
The Hawalians had never been slaves and they felt no sense of racial inferiority
because of skin color. Romanzo Adams calls the Hawaiians "an amalzamating race".=4
They have entered freely into outside marriages end have not raised barridrs
against the several immigrant groups. The Hawalians have exerted a wholesome
influence and have tended to keep down any inciplent anti-race feelinges When ;
the Chinese came upon the scens, because of their merked differences, the setting
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was favorable for development of race feeling; but if white men had turned
upon the Chinese because of race differences the Hawaiians would have been

offended. In this favorable atmosphere the Chinese made their adjustments,
. and they were never subjected to the treatment experienced by their fellow

nationals in Californiae

The New Englaend missicnary element has not been without its influence. At
first the Puritan consciences of the missionaries were placed under a severe
strain as they came into contact with these naive and simple people, but grad=
ually they came to accept the Hawaiians on a basis of wquality, and this atti=-
tude has been transmitted through several generatins. The economic life of
Hawaii is largely controlled by descendants of the old missionaries, and not
being unmindful of the semiannual dividedd, they observe the ritual, at least,
of race equalitys.

The mulfiplicity of ethnic groups in Hawaii has been a factor of no small
importance. The Chinese were the single group of different race in the early
days of California. Hence it was easy to attack in one directione Meny years
later the Japanese beceme the single target. In Hawail the several races and
race mixtures have made it extremely difficult, if not impossitle, to direct
a concerted attack upon any single groupe

The mixed-blood group in Hawaili has played a significant role and will
probably become increasingly importents Race crosses ordinarily come on the
fringes, where. the undesirable elements on both sides mix their blood.

In Hawaii it has been far different. In the early days of European contact,
Hawaiian women of rcyal lineage became the wives of white men, and this set
the stamp of approval upon intermarriage. Consequently the racial hybrids in
Hawaii who come from socially sanctioned marriage relationships have a status
far superior to those in areas where interracial marriages are forbidden and
where mixed=bloods result from illicit relationships. The mixed=blcood is
accepted in Hawaii and many of them are rated highly--the superiority of the
Chinese=-Hawaiian is accepted almost as a religicus creed is most circles.

The hybrids have been a factor in kéeping down race prejudice. In hybrids
he characteristic physical features are rubbed off and it is less euasy to
classify and categorize themes The hybrid group is intermediary and many have
attained positions of leadership. They have an advantage in that they can
represent several groups. On the whole, the hybrids seem to be closer to the
Hawaiians than to any other group. The Hawalians form a sort of magnetic core
which attracts all varieties of mixed=bloods. The group of mixed-bloods, which
is increasing both in size end in prestige, will continue to stand for
race equalitye

The Plantation System and Race Relations

Life in Hawaii end race relations cannot be understood apart from the
plantation system. In this system white men provide the capitel and a high-
grade technology, while these of different color supply the necessary brawn.
There are marked diffeences in the roles played by these two groups. The
white group has the power and exercises the control, wiiile the manual laborers
are accorded a status of Iinferiority. Status is inextricably intertwined with
the plantation system and is not necessarily dependent upon race. The
Portuguese have been classified as Caucasian, but not as Haole.=5
They.came as plantation laborers, and were for that reason accorded a status
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inferior to that of the "@ther Caucasians, " or Haoles. They were, to be sure,
given some of the better jobs on the plantations--they became the teamsters
and truck drivers. The Portuguese have resented this imputetion of inferiority
a nd have been struggling to rise above it

A& historical survey of sugar production in Hawaii brings to light a series
of cycles. The planters have imported laborers, they have exploited these work-
ers for a number of years, and then the laborers have left the plantationse
This cycle has been repeated several times. When ' one source of labor would
for one reason or another be cut off, the planters always managed to find an-
other unkil recently when immigration from the Philippine Islands was restriteds
About 1932 the planters began to adjust themselves to that situation and turned
increasingly to the native-born Chinese and Japanese.-6

The planters guarded well their interests lest they lose control. When the

large influx of Chinese in the early days of sugar production endangered the

scheme, they brought Portuguese and Japanese to checkmate them; and later, when
the Japanese became dangerously numerous, they relieved the tension by the
importation of Koreans, Puerto Ricans, Spenish, and more Portuguese. There
has been an unceasing flow of laborers into the plantstions, from which, in
a comparatively short time, they would go into nonplantation activities in
Honolulu, migrate to continental United States, or return to their homelandse.

Influence of immigrant groups

Each successive labor contignet has made some particular impression upon
the island life. Small groups like the Koreans and the Puerto Ricans have brou-
ght less modification than the numerous Japauese. Becausé the Japanese Gover-
ment insisted on a minimum percentage of women among her emigrants, the Japanese
have married out far less than the Chinese, whc had few of their own wonen.
Hence in the Asistic-Hawaiian group there are comparatively few Japsnese-Hawaii-
ans. The Filipinos, with their Catholic religion, have left a different inprint
from that of the Japanese Ruddhists. The close tie-up of the plantation system
with the racial situation is stated thus Ly Lind:

The ever changing hues of Hawaii's polyglot &nd polychrome population end the
warp and woof of its perplexing interracial problems are largely to be traced
in the flux and flow of its ethnic labor groups.-7

Eech importation of labor trought new realignments of the verious population
groups. The Japanese accepted the plantation conditions for some timg, and this
made the situation less tolersble for the Chinese and accelerated theirciifilow
into the cities. Each new group tock its place at the bottom of the occupaiional
pyremid end for a time all would be well, But gradually they would become rest-
less and demand a share of the positions of responsibility and dignity. Such
intrusions into tabooed territory were not accepted graciously. The Portuguese,
because of less culture difference, had certain advantages, lowever, and part-
icularly the citizens, who have used the educational opportunities, have become
conscious rivals of the Portuguese in some of the preferred occupations. 4s
the position of the pPortuguese has been threatened by the advances of the Japane
ese, the Portuguese have developed a dislike for these disturbers. This pre=
judice is a'defensze against the inroads of the Japanese.

taeradox in Heweii

When rece reletions in Hawelii are examined with care, a paradoxical situation
becomes evident., It is a metter of tradition and principle that there is or
should be nc prejudice. That is a doctorine to which the leading spokesmen
for the quritorylaubscrihe, and prectically all members of the community feel
bound to meintain it. Race equality is visible on every hand-~in the feeedcn

of intermarrisge, in the abs ence of legal segregation in school or in resid-
ential areas, end in the ease with which membeérs of the different races mingle

at vearious sccial functionse
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Beneath this apperently calm surface, lowever, are found inequality, dis-
cerimination, prejudice, eynicism, and bitterness. The plentation system,
in spite of the doctrine of race eguality, has manipulated the Ilmportation
of laborers from the several sources sc that a small group of white pmericanss
are in control not only of the sugar industry but of all aspects of life in
the Territorye

Much is said about the educational opportunities in the kslends, and the
young people sre urged to use them in order ‘to become good Americens. They
are told about the "room at the top" that is open tec all on an equal Lasise
The children go through the schools and even thrgugh the university looking
forward to the days when they will play importent roles in the further unfold-
ing of the great american epic cof which Uhey have read so hopefully in their
schoolbooks. Many, however, are awakened quite rudely from their dreains when,
with diplomas in hand, they seek employment. Then they find barriers, some
of them very subtle, to be sure, while their Caucesian classmates, provseci=-
ed by vested rights, mwove uncpposed into the preferred positions.

This disillusionment has brought mutation in the attitudes of meny of the
Hewaiian-born sons and daughters of Qriental ancestry "from one of unquestion-
ing endorsenment of the existing order to ome of ‘complete rejection of their
foruer loyaltiese"=8 '

Heweli Since Pearl Herbor

Evidence of prejudice and race consciousness have not been open and public
in Hewaii. The outward show of equality and friendliness has been sufficient
to keep the mutterings of dissatisfaction well underground. But what of the
future? very few on the United States mainlend krow what is pgoing on in the
Hewaiian Islends at present, because of a rigid censorship. The writer has
endeavored to secure informetion, btut has been informed that the significant
materials would probebly not pass the censor. He has been informed that meny,
if not most, of the stories published in meinland papers and magazines have
been categorically denied in Hawaili. We do know that the authorities are
on the alert in that they have appointed a director of civilian morsle who
is working with the several racial groups, and it may be ssid that this dir=
ector is & high-grede man and not the usual barbershop politiciens.

Will the white man in Hawaii Dbe able to rub the sugar out of his eyes so
that he can see things as they are? Will he be able to change a surface
friendliness end show of equality intc something which is real and genuine?
can the white man of America learn from the recent experiences of the white
men in Burne end in India? There, to be sure, the white man did not ever .

make a pretense toward equality. We are hopeful but not too confidente
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