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Why spend , ·so , 00 ,ooo a year to k e ep in sterile "Re location Camps" 
thous ands of Ja.pane.se-Americans ho might be loyal fi ghters or indus­
trious fo od 9 roducers? 

fri ting a schoo l e ssay on "L ife in a Relocation Camp ," a small 
Japane s e boy led off recentl with this innocent observat ion : " e ver 
before have I seen so many faces at g overnment expense . 

The child had seen n ly a few thous nd around his c amp, but Jn cle 
Sam is actually lookin ~ at 110 ,000 of these new faces and feedin them 
at a co t of $ 50,000 a day ( 45 cents eac ) w~the the war is on , and 
pos "bly also f or the durat·on-- hich, accordin to one wit, i ll last 
c.J v en 1 onr-;er. 

The taxpaye r may wonder how an industrious , producti ve r oup t h at 
h as . 2000 , v00 , 000 in property hol dings and an annual a gricultural pro­
duction of pl00,000,000 in California al one could b e c h ang ed overnight 
i nto wards of t he government and guests of the Treasury at a time when 
ndu try and a griculture suff er from a manpo er short eo 

The t ax~ayer is told t h a t the Pacific Coas t was in d an 0 e r of i n va­
sion: t ha t the presence of these J apanes e was a p otential s py-sabota e ­
fifth- column menace and to e vacuate them wa s a military necess i t yo 

The taxp ayer ill ender hy the Japanese who comprise 37 per c e n t of 
lhe Ha}Jaiian Isl ands 1 po l a tion wer .. n ' t · ·,1st as much of a menace t here, 
and why it hasn't b e en nec e ssary to eva custe or in tern more than a 
h andfu l of them. Tax p ayer s may also wonde r hy our 'ast Co as t isn~t also 
v lnerabl e , and if so , why all Germans and Italians-- alien s and ci ti zens 
alikew-hav en ' t b e en s i mil rly evacu ted inland , put into camps under 
armed u ard , and fed a t g ov ernment· expense . 

fell, the taxpayer can sh r u t he whole thing off and rela« on the 
broad bosom f a new bur e ucr acy th t possesses a vested interes t in the 
new · obs , pay roll and budgets hich grov out of maintaining the nterned 
.Tapanese. Or he may rise to inquire h ow the sunk i st hysteria of .1 es:f 
Coast press r e groups co11 ld tr ansm' lte an old l ocal , political , eco omic 
and r ace feud into a national burd en and an nternat"on a l repr oach . 

The Taxpayer has not b e en to l d the true story of the e 110, 000 .Tap­
anese _--70 , 000 of whom are .Americ an c itizen • e doesn 't kno tha t h e 
~ar Reloc~tion Aut hority has ask ed for ' 80 ,000 , 000 t o maintain them for 
the next fi scal ye r . Nor does he realize t h a t 50 , QOO of these int e r ned 
persons are emp loyable; th t for a fract i on of rh t it cos ts to main~ain 
t em they cou ld b e individually inves tigated by FBI nd 1 ilit r y Intell­
igence operatives , all quest _onable e l ements se r gated , and the maiori ty 
freed to work in agriculture and indu try , or to enter the armed seE vices . 

\ e have 5000 American- born J a panes e so l d i ers i n t he .s . armed forces 
r · ..,ht now ; we have as mamy more who rvould qualify for duty . -r 

If youn second- g eneration American citizens of J a p a n ese anc e str y n ow 
interned ··vere permi tted to fi ght for this country , the mor a le of t he 
camp s would be i mproved imrneas urably , and o . d er ,Tapane se ould no lone-er 
be able to s a r: " ·or 0 ~ears we h av e been sending our children t o meri­
can sch ools to become ggod Americ ans; now they are not perm itted the honor 
of f i .,.hting for Americ a . " 
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The taxpayer s ho ' ld ac ,uaint himself with a few facts about the 
"Ta p ane se problem." T 'rn t hirdls of the 110, 000 new boarders are 
American citizens hose aver a e a e is around 21 . These are the is e i, 
or ~ec ond ? eneration. The other third are the Issei, t he first enera­
tion, who e aver g e a g e is 59 . hey 11ere the armers ·and other vorkersr 

o c ame into this country until our so-called g entlemen's ag~eement 
~i th Japan in 1907 , f olloved b the ix c lus ion ct in 1924, cu t off the 
su pply. ·~ s me of the second a neration are the "" ibei , me anin nthose 
who have r eturned to merica." Their classifica tion is signif icant l y 
oolitica l since, t hough Americ an- born , they hav e been wholly or par~ly 
educ ·- ted and indoctrinated .:.n Japan . They cou ldbe identified and s e re-
ated. 

s or the a g ing Issei, 
so) the probl em of J9.1lane s e 
they represent a l a r g e p ool 
he avail able t o rais e food . 

hen they ar e all one (in another dee de or 
ali ens 1111 have solve d itself . Mean~~ le, 
of skilled agricultur 1 worders who s hould 

nd most of . the 70 , 0 0 vho re American- born citizens, educated in 
our s hho ols and co lleges , are so t horo hly in octrina ted with our edu­
c tion that only a fe c an read or s peak Japanese. The army has a Japa­
nese-lan ~e c amp in Minnes ota for trainin pers on n el t o interrog ate 
pr s0n er and perform other u ti es i n combat zones . Officer s ent o 
comb the rel oc a tion camps found less than ~00 · ho knew enough J ap Rnase 
to c·rry on a simpl'e conversation or read an e l ementa:ny schoolbook . 

The merican Le gion i n C.al iforn la demands "repatri a tion " of all-- rest 
Cpast Japane se, bu t off ers no explanation o! h ow the American ci tizens 
among them can b e "re patriated" to a pan at the moment . he ative ons 
of the 70 den est sugges t th t a constitut ional amendment disfranch ise 
these citizens as the fir ~ t step t oward sending them back to i ppon . It 
is hardl y conceiv abl e t hat r ecommendBtions so .contr ry to our d emocrat ic 
principles co1ld bec ome national~licy. If entire r oups can be dis ­
fran c h is ed be e· us e of r a ce, why stop with the ,Tapanese? And who w i ll be 
left when everyone star t s moving everyone e l se out of the country? 

Commodore Perry , ho thought he was merely opening Japan to American 
commerce , also o ened America t o tTapanes e labor . In 18 70 t here .vere 
only 55 J a panese in the United States . Bu t the rich, undeveloped empire 
of he .est needed cheap labor , so Japane e coolies were i mpor t ed. 

Ja pane s e c ould work lonaer and harder and live on lhss. They Nere 
a "commodity . " But soon they organized into labor g ang s, and a they 
ga · ned strenghh they or ganized strikes and boycotts, partic ular at 
h arvesttime , forcing their wag es up until they ver e being paid more than 
· h i te workers. 

In short, they star ted out orking for less, and infuri a ted labor ; 
they wound up ·N'orkin ' for more , and infuri ' ted management . 

This was the c ond ition res ponsibl e for the economic and social 
c0nfl · cts , race discrimin· t in and politic·l footb a l ing that forced 
most of the ja~anese into congested and indi~estible communities. 

That in· its elf was an unhealthy patt e rn/ u t the present reloca­
tion camp set p is Norse , since it puts behind barbed wire the a lien and 
American cit i zens , the loyal and disl oyal all e. The taunt s p f }:ie older 
and alien Japane . e are dl ifficult for the sec nd- ener a tion Amer icam citi­
zenR to answer: "A lot of good it does you to be an American and believe 
that st1 :iff they taught you in school . Look here you are now r i ght in here 
with us ." · 

The r e loc Rtion camps are in ' SOlated re ions of California , Arizona, 
rkansas, Idaho , Utah , . yoming and Color ado . ach contains 7000 to 

18 , 000 Japanese . They have no side ~ alks, street l i ghts~ phones, taxi , 
buses , restaurants , mov i es , drug stores , grass or t re es . ich and poor, 
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old and y o ng , married and sin le, aliens and Americ an citizens, all live 
: none-story ~o oden b , rr ck s, An en t ire fam t ly is crowd e d into one 20-
foot-s u are room. 

Each block of 10 or l ' . barr ck s h as its mes s h all, laundry , b a ths and 
latr i nes. A numb er of such blocks make u p the m"le-s Lu re c enter a r ound 
wh ich is a bar edQw~re fence a nd a row of to Merx manned night and day by 
arme d gu ards. The fo od, simp l e but adequa te, is cooked an s e rved army 
s t y le. Th ere is a l a r ge me a sur e of self- o- ove rnment in t h e c amps. Tensions 
an d c onflicts d o exist. Pu t a f e nc e a r ound n y city blo ck and allo\ no one 
to g e t out for months--think of the f an i ly quar rels, and f i ghts amon the 
neighbors t 

How the i n t e r ned Jap ane se feel was s ummed u p by one ch ild wh o s a id 
to h i s mo t her : "Mama, why are we herd? Let's go b ;ic k h ome to America." 

So f a r, howev er, there has b een amaz ingly little tr ou ble. There 
were a few strikes , and a serious riot at Man z anar, Callfnnnia, which was 
c a used by in t erna l political c onflicts. Sold i ers on g u c:Ar d outside the 
c amp wer e c all ed ; tear g a s proved inadequ a te and t h e military policed opened 
fir e , k i l lin g t \ o innocent byst an d ers and ~oundlng 20 rioters. Everyth ing 
is now un er civili n c on trol ag a in. 

The , JRA admits tha t the c a mps are an emer .. e_ncy me a sure and not a p er­
manent olution . The pres en t po licy i s to g ive indefinite furlou~hs to 
e v a cue es as soon a s they can be c l e ared by inve tigat i on and are assured 
e ployment out i de of de f ens e z ones and in c ommunities where they ill be 
re c 0 ive d without hos tili ty . Emp l oyment c en t ers re be i n set uo s.t Salt 
Lake City , Kans as Ci t y, Cl evel and and Chic· go; many chur ch group s and 
s oci · l service a g enci e s h a ve r mis e d to elp i n t e rate reliable i ndi v i du a l s 
into c ommunities where t h ey can _ be used i n a gricu lture, indutry, an d c l e rical 
and domes tic ,iobs. 

To date le s s than 100 h a ve b een reloc a ted 400 of h orn a r e c oll ege s t i den t 
and it i s t o o e ar l y to j ud g e h ovr succe8 sfu l t h is d is per s al p olicy wi ll b e . 
But it b oilg down to ho 1 our c omm 1 nt it ies wi 1 r eac t , and t he ex periment 
~ - i l l b e t e t of o r abil i.. t y to sol v e t e l a r g e r rac e rob l ems which we 
s hal l inevit a b l y i nherit after t he war . 

To sum u p f or t h e Americ an taxp' y e r : Re h as s udden ly f a ll en h e i r to 
110 , 000 n ew oarders , Nh o c ould b ec ome p ermanent . Thou s ands of t hem s h ould 
b e i n our armed f orces , where many of t hem want to serve. ~ any mor e t h ou­
sands are sk i lle d worders vho c ou ld and should be us ed in our f i e l d s , f actorie s 
and home s . 

The t axp aye r should insist t h a t t he s e Japan es e be tr e at ed .·ust as though 
t h ey were e r mans or Italians -- potenti a l t r oubl emakers should be s c r eened 
o t, the other s remov ed rap i d l y fr om t he pu b lic t r ou gh and p u t b ack i nto 
us ef11l produc tion . 
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