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Six bewildered and hungry J a anese timidly came out of their five - day 
hiding . on the day Japan executed her sneak at t ack on pear 1 Harbor, these .. 
Japanese locked themselves in their room and refused to come out , r ema ining · 
in this ee lf""imprisonment fo r fi e days without food . '{hen questioned 
about their strange behavior, they replied: 

ttvve were afraid of the mob." 
This fear of mob violence and persecution rose out of '- e smoke of 

pearl Harbor like· a goblin, haunting the Japanese .living in America. we 
must have been seeing too many movies about German persecution of innocent 
aliens wit in the borders to the Reich. e '"'elt cer t ain America , too, would 
be de ented by war hysteria and we aited fearfully for the terrible persecu­
tion to be loosed u on us. 
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the f irst days of war our fears were strengthene , as evidences 
of malevolence cropped up here an here. Rocks were thrown through the 
store-windows; ruffians beat up Japane e men in the dark Svreets ; one elderly 
A_merican woman even spat at a J apanese . gir l. 

our 1ears - ere so str ng that very few of us dared venture out into the 
streets at night. A theater• l ocated in the ea.rt of our J apanese c omrntinity 
whic h enjoyed t he patronage of Japanese in the pre-war days , was almost 
em ty ever night . I n desper ation the manger advertised in the news aper;, 
"Trans ortation service .,, ill be offered to anyone wish' n'- to attend our 
the~ter . 0 

Next to mo violence , we tr em l e at the menti n o ' the FBI . At t hat 
time "F.Bi tt ad t 1e same dreaafu l significan ce as "Gestapo" had to aliens in 
Germany . our ~ear i ncreased as we listened to rumors t hat t e EI had 
tapped our t ele .,h ne ires a nd tat they w uld come and arrest us if we 
conversed i n Japanese . Someone warned us the FBI had a man s ationed 

ou-c;side every house , ~istenin and waiting for us to 0 Ba.nzai Hir ohito " 
so they could rush in and grab us. Even within their own homes the 
elder s talked in l ow whispers . 

All was not rumor.· Hundreds o'1 men rnre ac tually being arrested by t e 
FBI ,, mostly men wh had been leaders in the Ja panese community. This per-

- secution- fear _it me right between the eyes on the night of December 
seventh, only a matter of hours a f ter the w r began. 

About midnight there came a k~ ock at my door. My heart was ounding 
excitedly as I wrapped my bl.throbe around me and went to the door. 
A husky policeman stood befor e my drowsy eyes . 

"Hello, Ted," he greeted in a low voice. 
I looked at nim closer . It wa s Pat , a young cop who pl ayed fir st 

base on our sandlot team several years a go. 
"I guess it 1s your father we want ,," e said looking at a name 

he had scribbled in his no tebook. 
In sile..ace I l ed Pat and hi s three companions to my fathers r oom. 

They were polite a nd f;entle but they had their orders to s earch the h use 
and bring back any incriminating docu ents they might fin • Then they 
took my father _away. pat grinned uncomfortably; 

"Don• t worry, He ' '11 be back in the .. 1 or ..a ing ." 
In spite of that assura ce, I know my mother did not slee p that night. 

she feared the worst, and so did I· 
That gave us an i hltling of our fate . ve were sure,, s ooner or later, 

the rest of us woul d be driven into a Concentration Ca 1 . , to surfer torture s 
and agonies for the duration. 

Early i n 1942 , rumors of EVacuation darkened our alr eady gloomy 
community . EVacuation-- that s i .~· l e -,- .1.d struck t error i ntu o hearts • 
. ,.. ,.., ~- \ ,::.. ,. -... . ..• ,, 
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a s t he Army oing to e so merciless as to drive· us o t of our ho es , f orcing 
us out of our homes, for c ing us to fac e the wrath and persec ution of t he r. erica 
people wherever we went? e wer e r esigned to the f ate of ho eless nomads , ated 
evrywhere and wanted nowhere. 

At least that part of ou:r fear was erased hen t e _r y ;-rr der of i cialy 
came out , defini tely announc ing t he Army had no intention of cha s ing us out of our 
homes wi thout rov iding a p l ace f or us t o go . Th~t meant onl y one t hi ng to us - - ­
Concentra tion Camp . 

As our EVacuation Day a ppr oa ched , our persecution compl ex increase d . ~ ervously 

we wa i ted fo r the so ldier s to swoop down on us and f or cef ully e ject us from our home s 
a nd drive us in to ex i l e a t the ba yone t - po i n t . 

ur per plexity mounte d as the Gover ment s howed no signs of peroecut~on . v·e wer e 
even g iven an opportuni ty to move out voluntar i l y a nd go wherever e e s i red before 
the deadl.ine date . Thos e of us who had no pla ce to 0 0 w .re enc ura~ed · t:,· t , e cover­
ment t o settle our per sonal and business affair s efore we mo ed into t he camp . The 
Gover ment set ~pan of fice here t e bankers a . d u-overme nt off icials aided us in sell­
ing or leasing our proper t ;!fis . For t ho s e be long ings which we wi 'h e d to keep , the Gover­
ment gave us storage - s 4 a ce ' i ch will be gua r ded by t he Goverment a gents while we 
are away . 

I the r e was a ny "persecu t ion " i t came f r om unr easonable l andlords , petty and 
county of ficial s · a nd other sL~ ll i.divid~alG . cer a i n · rr -r ican lenc ~~d , with-
out a r ninb , ordered one of my friends out of he r house . She , wi t h her t itre e ~ .. s , 
asked why a nd he re pl i ed : 

"I don ' t ant an Ja ps l i v ing i n ny house . " 
yet , onl y a f ew mont hs tD§£ore , he had t old t hem they cou l d stay as l on as 

they rant ed t o . She a ppealed to his decency and begged him to l e t her stay until 
Evacuatton, but he ~~s stubbor n and s he had to go . 

Even the county officials be ,a n .inuned iate as sessmen t of all busine ss r o ,erties 
owned by Japanese . When t he a s sessment had been com l ete d, they bega n i mme di ate co l ­
l e c tion . Under ordinary condi t ions the assessment shou l d have been made dur i ng the 
fol l owing two or three months , and payment need not have be en cal l ed fo r unti l fa.o:elv e 
months later • 

Gas and light companie s serit t hei r agents to ur home s ; small business men deman­
ded i mmediate se t tlement of a l l ou t s tand ing a ccount s . Even the news ys ame to c 1-
l ec t . A hinese l ad ho had taken ver the r oute nr om a -a anese boy carr e to me and 
demanded .t hat I pay in advance. When I t old h i m it had alViay be en my pr a c t ice to pay 
later i n the o th, e bluntly told me: "You guys a r e going t o be d cked out pr etty 
s oon . " 

t la t , our da to be "kick u· " ca e . So e believed we ou l " e taken a -
way n t r ue ; mor e pes simi st i c ones expected to e wn ed into ox-cars . 

Al l thi r umors were s i ked when a ca r an of large bu e s ~ · t up.o l stere seat s 
rolle i nto os it i on to take us on . Anot er car avan o ~ l a r e vans stood by to t ·Ke 
our ba gga ·e . 

, en we sa nk into our sea t s on us No . 1 , t he dr iver ca e down the ailse fo r 
'i f inal check- up . :My i e o ene he r bag , l ookin g for t e " t ickets . " The r i ver mi l -
ed : "J:Jo t i cket . t is t i me. t s f r ee ." 

ur f re e r i de was over ·when e were unloa ' ed in cur ca p . 7: e ~ di i.i. called 
it Co eentr ation camp, but As sem ly center . Under any nan~ it was a r i son- cam to us . 

r;e f elt our f ear s were not unfounded hen e ere herde d int o a sing l e - room 
a partment in a l ong barr e.ck _, with s i n _le s lee -cs o s i l aps , full of kn t - holes an 
cracks , to shel ter us rom r ain an w"nd . ur ap~rehensi on grew hen t ey ha nde us 
large canva s bags , a nd di r ected us to a straw- p~ e . A we i l ed ur bags w"t h traw 
to lee our own ma ttr es es , 'le i rnag · ned al l sor ts o .... in uman t reat ent t at m · ght e 
vi ·ted upon us i n the ays to come . 

As the a ys pa ed , however , the on l y t r t ures we fe lt ere i ou ~i hey 
f ed us uf ' i ciently; even a i->e c ia 1 kit chen v a s set u to feed the ·a bies a nd t ose 
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whose physical condi t ion e it nece sary t 
a lit t le , if we van ted to w r k , a.n we were 
to buy our sma ll s un "ries . A ull equi p e 
us such med' cal care e needed . 

g ·on s pec·a diet . Je 

iven onth al l owance o 
os ital , e r ected rig t in 

e r e even paid 
a f ew do lla r s 

ur ca p , ave 

All t ese convenience s did not mean we were e in a m ered but , n t e other ha ­
nd , 'e ere defini tely not be ing n istreate • The -"-ersecution we anti i te -.ailed 
to materi~ ize, bu t the fear o awfu l t ings t c , e s il l haunted us. 

After several onths of ~itin in us se nd anxiet , we we. e moved t our 
Relocatio center , our permanent home for t e duration . Again r u !or a e a• c 

' t our minds . Tis 1r~~loca ion Centertt ras g · ng uO e a n awfu l lace , unf it f or 
human existence . So e i · s tened , pa ic - s t he · l d t a es of ~ o ·r he cver -

a s g ing t um s in a ill erne , t ro t . 
ir t rain st F' ed a t he e d ,e of a I a r cne ~ 'U1 ..v. lock · .i.l(.; ou · t- e 

· 1e arid, dis . ~l s~ge- rush plain u r ur-a1nc us on a l s ~d e • ea r r c lled 
c e eks as s e u ~ d er tv. o c i.:.. l dren_ and ' i ter 1 r n-..u:_· ed : 11 e •ve c rm 

t 
\··ch e spair in hearts , we 1 0 a OU -.o.;.e r d 11ra vi on . 

e air ar u Dur 
di - t 
.rvhen 
bare -r o. n iurni 

As e fa iliarized 
different . · In ead of 

u _:.. 
t • · n e, a 
circumstance had 

ur· 

rnre ou 
pla 

e d~ , 
e buried in 

and ·au 

man . 
very soo 

T 
as c 

e ur city . 
f s · n. 
r 1enev r v e neeaeci · t . 
or do anyt ing el e . 

ot ; ur 
,.., 
eet san t _e lo ·ec 

· -ells c f us 
ki •.: en or r t1 r -.: i e vr , a 

s orry s~ght . 

e ga n to f eel little 
initure city, i · ed 
n eac lock ere a 

;er-rocn1, t ile 
e a s n or ia.11 r a. 

n r creatio... la.11. ~ rnry­

s " b e un er he ad er e c 
er ent . 

our 

a.rri al her ~ cne eld r vacu e ctied i t 
crew of gr ave - a i g;er sweate d thr ough the hot aft ernoon 

l~ered tte coffin in o e grave , "t ast f ive 
in1s tt e ~ork ne t da • er tha t vening , 
e l •U t -o t e grave- arci 0 i1 S r C . e 
t ill bar , t he y r lle p the ir s l eeves n 

e r us , the e ca uc s ia.... c• L ,ini -
re us , lookin ; fo r tte lost 
i n S U leasa uU ks , ~e learned 
t with ·fea r . 

a t 
t t o 

a true 
e us a el .an 
to -er uade u LO ork 

In tead of shac. l i and ersecution, are ·.ive as n nch reedom as o sible . 
1as es 

even 
one of the foreJJ st free ' o s is that r' r e ligion . cc:.\ t i ·cs attend their 
without r es riction; yrotesta t rai e their Lord wi t h no fear o 
Bu dl'ists wors i their ;uddha o e ly a n rre 

our chi l ren are · en t e iti -s 
in America. Tw ele entar 
eachers, w ho mu t 

Those wh a.re a. -· le 

ex rer ·enced 
s bef re t - ey can qua i fy 0 

ivilege o n continuing 
their educa.tim in so ie 'nland university . 
e:- to us . c ed e cctio.lfl these leniencies see i ere i . le . t a ot 
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exactly t e wa we ha hear d it fro t ho se vvl o ha suffered 
Naz i • No back- br akin labor; o w .ip in~ o s ; ut sym 
of ur di ic _lt and osition . 

han s of t e 
n understandi g 

rt now dawn on erice. i ... truly t e lan of j us tice ., where no t even 
t e strain o mr can di t e h"g i eal s of j ustice r the 
of national i safety ·t as necessar y to re ' V i t 
zones, u America s : wed t e rest o · t he world tlere 0. n r· it , 
hie is not con ' tiored by r ace-t 1eori e s . 

The os t P-r at ifying part o this vvt-.ole weil-c ns r uct .d evacuation plen is he 
relocation r g· am. pen rresentat ion of ro f of a "ob wai t ' ~g fo r us outside , we 
are ~ i en indefinite leave-clear ,nee , a cair go into A erican 
soc· 

0 

ty and five a normal l i1 e . Jn t e meantime, is mak · no- ev r r eff ort 
·t fi~d jobs for most o u s in he 11 utside" soc · ety , so thaw e ca l eave t l is 

Relocation center an ecome a ar t o free erica . 
Life i n thes Relocati n center aas renewed my fait n Ani.er ica . e is truly 

ii vi · u to her convicti ,n ' the de ,ocra · ic i eals of justice a nd fai r pl a y . 
AS t e a,. Department s id in pern i tin J t e Ja anese-·j\n erican t o 

f or servi e in t he Unite t a tes A y:. "In any "t;ime f er · · s , hen na ti 
presen s i t self as t he all- i. ortant issue, t e es t interest .ust 
some ti 1e ·e te p rar ily sacrifice or di e r ded or vvha eein..:i · 1 e ·ood of he many. 
The roof of a nation's o faith i t o be found in whether it m ves to r e t re 
full rivileges at t e earliest op . r tu i Y•' I s"nc erely believe erica s r ving 
her oo fa i tho 
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URN T I EI 

As the Dutch under ·roun at last returned the stran ed R. A. F . fliers 
to their home l an , and ne of ,ur Aircraf is 1; i E r ened · nto its f · nal 
fe.de-o t, a lady' voice ec oed t hr ugh t.e theatre _, ro te t ing; i.r.. a s tr ng 
German G.ccent t hat her nei hbor's a y was wi.Fin its feet n er dress . The 
irritation manifest in the whis er e "hus e s" and exh rtation 'len e u 
not in r acial in it ., ut arose mainly because the lady as r owninE out nald 
Duck . To one of the audience , at l ea s t , it ms a .... s o- .~ t ing tr..a t is 
very preci u i n erican life; tie wi llingness to judge a man , not y his r ace 
or his blood , but b ~hat he T ves i self to be . 

All of that s irit ,f iairness wi ll be needed if our nati 1 is t o de 1 wort ily 
with one of he biggest pro lems arising from Pearl Harbor-- the American Jafanese . 
More than a hundred thousand of them, from t e we st coast , have be en pr ooted b the 
exigencies. fo war an aced in vast cam.l:' s . r t soes not take ery m c i tl oug t or 
inve"'tigaticn--and we say t at adv isedly-- to see t e grun bli g , th0 resentment , ".:; rJ e 
ismanage1~1ert ., t e ill- fe ling tat mus necessarily be foun ere so many thousands 

have adapt . themselves to a ne l ife , I t is only a. dee Jer se .rch nd a Lore nderstand­
ing a p r ac tha will reveal ov. much of this is su er -. icial irritati c , how 1 uch 
is due t L e corroding effect of segregatio~ how much to fears what e 'u t ure 
may bring . A vivid and convincing picture of this side o ca · life i iven in 
another art of t is Revie y ne of the inte nees , Yo.chi at::;uda . 

Under the supervision of the t.B.I., many -a the i ~ ternees are be 'n, a lowed to 
return to civil li e . Their vva will be hard. tories are alr a 0 1 rr o 
t heir e exclu.ded fro restaurants in certa·n lac e • Americans ould realize 
that the reception given to tnese people will show whether we t ke our s cial 
standards fro. Mein Kan f or the Declaration of Inde pendence . 

I 


