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FELLOW Jlf:EMBERS OF THE CQlillJ'iiQKTWF,ALTH CLUB: 
In a recent broadcast from Manila, three American interness: told how well they are beir+g 
treated there. In signing off, the announcer said: 11V{ha t a confra.st to the 00.rbari ties 
being inflicted upon the Japanese in California.." 

The war is wor:!l::d-wide and our tres.tment of the Japanese in Palii'ornia has world-wide 
significiance. "I is a token of our good faith; it is a. crucial test of the validity 
of our war objective." 

So I welcome this opportunity to interpret the actuality of a War Relocation Center 
housing 10,,000 evacuees,, a;; of whom are free to listen over the radio to what I shall 
have to say. 

On March first, Mount Williamson looked down upon sage brush and the a bondoned apple 
-. orchards of Manza.nar. By June first, there had come into being a city of ten thousand 

people, e stranger boom town than ever sprang up a.long the Mother Lode in 49. A pheno-
menon unique in .American history. A camp upon which impinged t he barbed shafts ofbigo-
try and qualified Christ tanity; yet a camp in itself indust~~ous, crea tive, and even 
understanding of the military necessity in which it ha.d been sired. 

I prpose swiftly to outline some things the eye s sees at Manaanar, e.nd t hen c har a cter-
ize important unseen values involved in the picture. 

,,---

HOUSI NG 

There is nothing beaut i ful a bout Ma.nzana.r e xcept its backgro und of the Sierra Nevadas. 
The sun rising out of Dea t h Vally looks down u pon the square mi le of barra ck a rranged 
in nine· great ward s sepa.ra. ted by wide fire breaks, each made up of f our i de ntical blocks. 
I n ea.ch b lock, sixteen idntica.l buildings 20;;.x 100 feet, cf t he simplest boa rd amd tar 
paper construction; what the Army calls ' Theater of Opera.ti.on' type. Fourteen are liv-
ing quarters, one of double siz.e a. mass hall, and la.st a recrea.tion hall. In the ceneer 
of ea.ch block are laterines and showenba.ths with a.bundunt hot water, for men and for wo-
men• a. wash-house with tubs where clothing can be laundered; an ironing room where t hey 
can illie ~-dried. 

The typical domitories divided into four apartments 20x25 feet, ea.ch housing a family 
group of four to six; 21 peo ple to the average buildi~ 1 300 to t he block, 36 b locks 
to house 10,000 people. 

The furnitur e on arrival consisted of a n iron cot, a straw filled ticks , and t hree army 
blankets for each evacuee. Before winter §@t1i in, the goverment will furnish colotex 
or similar insulating material so that the inmates can line their own a partments a gainst 
the cold; and their personal and household effects are to be brought from t he warehouses 
where t hey a.re now stored. 

Into t hese barracks t he Ja r time Civil Control Administration, chiefly during the months 
c (1 - . , ..'; 1 t . ·-.~3 n: .. r r ' ~ ~ f ~i ·1 n ;' (~00 



- 2 -

of april and May , poured 10 ,000 hurns.n be ings. Fr om t he Pa inbri dge Island in Puget 
Sound s ome of them ca.me, and the fi she r folk fro m Termina l Is l and ; but f r om the most 
part M:anzanar wa s filled by evacuees from the Lo s .A.n ge lespro per. To understa nd 1!!Unza -
nar, it is eesentia.l at the s t ar t to g e t t he overall picture of t h e make- up of t his 
po pulation group . 

Aliens and Citizens 

I needec:·no.to t remi.lildd the audienc e that an immigrant bor n in Ja pan cannot bec ome Ame -
ican citizen, with one very s pecial exception to be ment ioned l ater . So it is t hat 
35 per cent of our popul ation is still a l ien : 2,100 men , 1,300 women , mostly well along 
in years. only fouteen aliens a re under sixteen years of - age . 

No less than 65 per cent of Manzanar's po pula tion are America n citi zens , bor n in tl:e United 
States. 2,300 of t hem are children under 16; 4,100 are bebNeen 16 and 65 years of a ge; 
not a sing le one of the native-born is over 65 . . 

Occupations and Ski lls 

Upon a rrival a t Manzanar, this mass of humanity immediately was cilassified a s to skills 
and pa s t occupations. Only four categories l ist than 200 names: 

Clerks --------------------750 
Far mers-------------------- 613 -
Gardners-------------------400 
Students of college age~---211 

The 'hilance a re listed in no less than 186 occupational cla s se s. So Manzanar was born 
with exceeding l y wide range of skills with which t o work, p l us executiv e abili ty , most 

- of then:.proffe s sions i and many of t he a rts. 

I hate to ta lk a bout human being,--s i n t erms of statistics. v he n I t e 11 you that the list . 
of valets includes Selznick's, J ohn Barrymo r e's , a nd Charles Chaplin's, that five our 
doc tors cf medecine stem from the Universi t .~es of Southern Cali fo r nia , Rash Medical , 
and John Hopkin' s, you wi ll gst her what I mi ght do if time permitted me to dea 1 with 
personalt ie s . 

..-----

Mans anar at wor k 

To what use can t h is wea l th of talent be put on a s age br ush p l ain vd th shcrt t;r owi ng 
season? 

The net factory is one answer. Fi ve hundred Amer i can ci tiz.ens stand daily in the great 
sheds , weaving burlap pa tterns into nets which hang f r om a 20 foo t ceiling; patter ns fo r 
si.muner, patterns for winter, patterns for desert. Ca mouflag e nets which go out from 
Manzanar by the carloads to gun emplacement on the far-flung ba ttle lines . Five hundred 
nets a day go out from Manzanar. Boys and girls mostly in thier early tvve ntys wor k t o 
the music of phonogr aph carr i ed by a l oud speaker, thier o¥m equi gnentl; They wo r k wi th 
masks over thi er mouths a gainst the dust. They wor k t he pr ize of a wa termelon fo r t he 
crew that puts out .the most . They work wi th pr ide because camouf l a ge net poocessing ha s 
be en classified as skilled work and draws a monthly cash a llowe nc e of sixteen dolla r s , 
where tmskil led worke.e::; make twelve do llars. They worked perf ectly aware that they a re 
contributing to America 's war effort, and all they ask is that thier fe llow cit i zens may 
hea r and . someday understand . 

All worker s on anything thus connected with the war effort must be a .American ci ti!~m . 
The onl y men who is sullen and hur t · about thi s not ma.kin &; for Unc le Sam ' s a r mi e s is the 
o ld Ja panese who came to .America in his you th. Re wants to wark at the net s, bu t he is 
an "alien" and the Geneva Convention for bids his labor on anything connected with the 
war . - -~ 

e 
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Another lar[;e group of workers moves each mornigg into t he fields south of the Center,, 
where the sage brush has been stripped fr om three hundred acres,, irrigation ditches 

liried out,, and crops put in. In spi t e of late start there are fields of sVv'Wet corn, 
cucumbers, melons, radishes, turnips, tomatoe-s, all of which go to the mess halls of 
Manzanar as fast as hilry~ st. 

They have worked over the old orcha r ds of Manzanar whic h had been a b8 ndoned for ov er 
ten years; prune d ,, and irrigated,, and helped them to produce. 

The largest sing l e group of workers in t his city is enga ged in catering to community 
wants: food must be co oked for 10,000 mouths; latrines must be swe pt and wa shed; paper 
gathered; garbage dumped. Today our garbage go es into a n open t renc h ; t omor r cv1 i t will 
go into hogs. Car pen t e rs a r e at work on offices, on quar t ers. f or per sonnel, on part i tion
f or the women's l a terines. Car pente rs next week will a t work on scho ol houses a nd a 
clothing factory. Pa.inters,pptclJ.bers, electricians , auto rnacha nics a r e at work a t t heir 
trades. They are putting linoleum down on every floor of the entir e camp , a gainst t he 
cold and sum.mer dust. A crew of civil engineers is running a line of levels to asser-

) 

te.in the pos sibility of diverting Syrrunes Creek into our water system . }fen are ma king 
the entire boundi:tWY of the 6,000 acrefi Relocati bn center Area; men a.r e f e ncing; the center 
proper. Guarded by a Caucasian, a crew goes daily to the de pot at Lone Pine ten miles 
a.way to unload frieght. '.I'en miles is the limit of activity outside of the camp , except 
for 150 agricultural workers who went to southern Ida.ho to answer an ur gent call of' the 
sugar beet growers . 

I drove up to them a few weeks a go. In t he little tovm of Rupert, in the Twin Falls 
district of the Snake River Valley, it was on Sunday, we f ound these men f r om Hanza.nar 
l ying on the grass in the public park; some were eating in the r esture.nt when we went 
in to lunch; others were soon coming out of the movies; and the y told me t hey had 
been ma de more than welcome in the town 1 s churches. 

But to return to Man.ze.nar. one proj~ct it has which OS unique. Under the direction 
of a scientist fr om the California Ins ti tue of' Technology,, an experiment in t he :b-and-
ling guayule under all sorts of clos~ly controlled conditions is full of the rubber 
industry of the future. 

It is not only the men who work a t Manzana.r. 1,ong before t he arriva l of sewing ma c-
hine, there was one warehouse where women gathered daily to s~N by hand apron for t he 
net workers, nusery aprons for the youngsters,, curtains for women's shower ba ths. As 
soon as we got word that a large clothing factory was to be established at I\fu nzanar,, 
three hundred women ranging in age from 16 to 60, enrolled in classes six days a week 
i.lh sewing,, pattern :making,, and drafting. One of the teachers,, Miss Ogura,, wa s f9rm-
erly a professional designer with a custom clientelc in Pasadena; the other a form-
er costom designer for the Parker Shop in Hollywood. 

The point I wish to stress is that Manzana.r is not a concentration of idlers and boon-
degglers. When in full 1 production next summer, this project will have under cultiva-
tion about 1500 acres, the produce all to be consumed on the premises or shipped to 
other relocation centers. Primarily,, however,, it will be a :manufacturing center. By 
September 15~h, a caothing ~actory designed to supply all these relocation area will 
be in full swing. Bro oms, needles, soy bea.n products,, and mattresses are among the 
scheduled factories to be put in operation. 1'hese will utilize every bit of' labor 
available in the ca.."llp,, both men and women. 

The work day a.t Ma.nzana.r is eight hours,, five days a week; four hours on Saturday. 
i"Vork iS: voluntary. Tangible returned to the worker is food, shelter,, medical attent-
ion,, undoubtedly clothing next winter,, plus a "cash allowance" - we do not call it 
wagee of ;~:12 e. month for common labor; $16 a month for such skills as nursing, net 
.:naking, foremen,, machanics; $19 a month for such professional work as that of the doc-
tors who 111§,n our hospital. · 

And in filling positions throughout the whole administrative staff,, the policy ha.s 

s 
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been to use evacuees •henever2qualified, keeping the Ca ucasian personnel to a minimum. 

Manzanar at Play 

If Manza.nar works with will, Ma nzanar also knows how to play. The se ba rren sand l o ts 
opened up a.s fire breaks promptly became rec re a ti on areas. ,t\rid what do you suppose is 
the "recreation" of the old people, of the generation which ca.me years a.go from Jai:an, 
the aliens of the camp? Victory Gardens in the recreation area, the gree nest s pot in 
M..e,nza.nar, where 300 families cooperate in weedi nf; , irrigating , and cultivating . Every 
bit of food so produced lessens the c os t of thfus camp to TJncle -Sam. 

Athletics are as popular with the youne; as gardens with the old. · No less than 100 sof t 
ball teams have been organized and it is a poor n i ght when a dozen games a r e not going 
on simulta neously. After vain efforts to secure a wrestling mat, t he boys went int o 
the desert, cut four gnarled trees for corner posts, lugged in sand to soften t he fall, 
and lo! a wrestling arona where nightly may be seen the various types of oriental wre-
stling a s well as catch-as catch-can. There was no basketball court, but a basket nai led 
to a cottonwood tree serves just as well for goa 1. 

A former employee of the Paramount studios, free-lance Hollywood technica l director, 
and the form~r proprieter of a Los Angeles amusement hall got together and organized -
the Community Players. I have soon as many as 1,500 sitting on the bare g1mund cf a 
Sunday night before their improvised stage, enjoying a program of mag ician's tricks, 
harmonica solos,, son€:s, dancing , one act comedies, and Hawaiian melodies. 

Up in the southwest corner is the only running water within the center pro per, and 
there they have developed a picnic gr ound where watermelons can be coo led in Eairs C 
Creek, with rustic bridges and pits for weenie roasts. An open fire, a ho t dog , and 
music under the stars. 

No description ·of Ma.nzana.r at play can omit mention of thier music. I quote from a 
news item for June 16th: 

"Approxma t ely 1000 music lovers gathered under the cottonwood trees in the fire-
break between block 10 and 11 on ."Sunday night for the first in a weekly series of 
recorded symphony programs. Waxed discs of Strauss, Debussy, Tschaikowsky, and other 
master were heard over the public a.dress system. 

The public adress system is their own; the records a.re thier own; the i dea wae thier 
ovm. 

What songs would you expect t o hear at a Communi ty Sing in a relocation? 
America, the Beautiful, Home on the Range; Oh,, Susanna , Loch Lomond. 

Manzanar has produced a cowboy trio that would be good in any man's town ; numerous 
string qu~rtets tha. t at least go well with a hot do g and a picnic fire; hula dancers 
and Hawaiian crooners who remind one poignantly of the outposts of our tro pical empire. 

Here as elsewhere in America, however, the most popular music is that of the dances. 
I attended a Ermin-Trojan dance sponsered by former s tudents and alumni of u.s.c. and 
U.C.L.A. One hundred and sixty couples were there. With a few daubs of paint on ele.:.. 
ctric g lobes they had softened down theliJ:ght; with stripe of colored paper they had 
broken the harsh lines of the bare barracks; paper flowers of thier own fabrication 
were a riot of color. What of the dancers? Thier clothes were neat, plain American; 
thier slangs were pure :Amer icans; t h ier gum chewing would mark them .American in any 
port of the seven seas. They danced the dances of Holiliynood and Wilshire Blvd.; tango, 
rumba~ jive, and jitterbug . And they danced well. 

Social Problem: Health 

on t hat particular night, a bout midnight, a policeman entered the dance hall a nd touched 
D;r . James Goto on the shoulder. I followed him to the hospital, watched him get into 
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his white robe and scrub up. The operation room was the end of a barrack constructed 
of green lumber that had opened wide cracks to the wind and the dust. But the cracks 
had beenstuffed and the place washed out with a. hose. The H g;hts were ade11ua te, the 
temperture right,, the opera.ting table r easonably steady. Deft nurses ha d sterilized 
his instruments and threaded his needles~ A graduate of Rush Medical, also a n evacuee, 
did an spinal anesthesia. Then Dr. Gobo stepped tothe wife, also a doctor of medecine,, 
also a graduate of the University of Southern California. When we went off to bed at 
2A. M., she stayed on to deliver the newest addition to Manzanar 's growing po pula. tion. 

staffed by five evacuee doctors, three graduates of the University of Southern Californi
one from Rush Medical,, the fifth, a doctor of public health from John Hopkins, with 
five graduate eva cuee nurses, this hospital of barracks between M:arch 22 and June 30 

, handled 6,528 out-patients and 568 in-patients. There were 116 surg ical cases, 19 bir-
ths, 28,000 typhoid inoculations. PracticalJ,y the entire population was immunized 
against smallpox. Nearly 2500 recieved dental treatment by dentist who were using 
thier own equipment, and of course, without charge. Over 500 food handlers and diet 
girls were examined; 111 Wassermans were :. ~aken. Of five deaths within that period, 
not a sing le one vms cha.r geable either to contag ious disease or to sut:geyy. An out-
break of athlete's foot wa s the only thing approaching an epidemic since the opening 
of the camp. 

1;'{e moved la.st week into a new 250-bed hospital where the sand does not blow through 
the ~lls and where blood-stained sheets do not have to be laundered bu hand. But so 
long as ha.rd work well performed commands the r espects of men, what went on in the 
first fo ur months under the guidance of s k illful,, harld working Dr. ~Tames Goto, is some-
thing of which California. may well be promd. 

The hea:ltth of Ivlanzanar at the start is a bout the health of the average population gr oup 
of 10,000 in California.. _ But being concentrated within a square with parents on the 
lookout for cornmunitable disorders and a modern hospital;Jwith which to combat disease, 
it should be possible for our medical staff to locate and isolate eV:eiry c- clj.se of active 
tuberculosis; and to wipe out venereal disease 100 per cent. Disease from malnutrition 
cannot occur. we are segregating those cases which reqmire apecial diet in a block 
adjacent to the hospital. 

_,,..,---. 

a, 

Food and Water 

In this item of public health, food,, water, and sanitation are basic. our water sup-
ply comes from the snow of the High Sierras, down Shepherd Creek, and through a chlor-
ina.tor. rt is analyzed twice each month by the Department of Public Health of the 
state of California. Qne of' the wells of the Los Angeles water system, with the flow 
sufficient for all domestic needs,, is also tied into our system for fire protection 
and as insurance against drought. Manzanar uses a well over a mil.lion gallons of water 
a day; more than 100 gallons per person. Most of this, of course, is for irrigation a nd 
for watering the lawns which are beginning to spring up between ~rre.cks all ove r tmi.e 
camp. 

The food of :Wianzanar is simple, but abunduht, well-cooked, and nourisfui ng . To meet 
the taste of many of the evacuees, ric e is subsituted for other ste.rch staples, and 
condiments to which they are partial are purchased. Food costs the United s tates a 
fraction over 38 cents a day per person, plus the labor of evacuee cooks and heipers. 
In our refrigerating plant there is gen erally hang ing several carloads of meat; aad 
there refrigerators of generous dimensions in each mess hall. 

Sewage Disposal and Sanitation 

If food and water can be called excellent, sewage disposal at Man.zanar must be· la beled 
superb. There is nearing complition a plant for treating liquid sewage which is the 
last word in scientific perfection. 

camp sanitation also is good., latrines a.re cleaned daily; trash can stand between bar-
racks and are used. we have an unsloved rat prot>lem,, but flies are well under control. 



- 6 -
The camp, its residents., and t he clothes they wear impress the visitors as neat and 
clean. 

EDUCATION 

Granted a roof against the rain, and food, the average American family thinks next 
education. It is no diff erent at tlan zanar. Dr. Genev ieve Carter came down from Ber-
ke ly to look ove r thi s newe s t r egrouping of California's po pula t ion, was persuaded 
to a ccept the post of Director of Educa tion, and left aLrno st i rnmedia tell:y to recruit 
teachers. 1Nhen she returne d a fortn i ght l ater s he found no les s than 200D pupils or-· 
ganized in cla sses under voluteer instructors. ~::others had not l ieen slow to gras p at 
the opportunity. With no chairs provided, they lugged thier own to the recrea t ion 
rooms or found scrap lumbe r r to make benches. The schoo ls of Los Angeles sent up books 
text by the hundred so that pupils who had been torn from their schools in March cou-
ld make up lost ground. These vqlunteers classes are now regularly o. t work and under 
the guidance of three Caucasian tea chers. 

There is another education group which typifies much of the spirit of Ifanzanar. I t is 
headed by Mrs. :Nishikawa., a master of arts from Berkely Theolog ical Seminaery; indeed , 
to , he r all credit is due . Its purpose is Americanization of older evacuees who never 
learned the languag e of the country of their ado pt ion; who today, for the first time, 
are finding sufficient leisure to study the basic English r equired f or life i n C§mp; 
and to learn something of the Constitution of the United States, of .American History, 
and od the spirit of American institutions. 

Seven nursery-kindergartens schools a.re in daily session, cond uc t ed for youngsters 
from three to six years of age. Approximately fifty childr en are in da ily attendanc e 
at each school.( Nuse r y) • 

"Our biggest problemj" wri t es N.trs. Kitagawa, "is t he lack of ma terials s uch as pa pe r 
for cutting and drawing , clay, as well as swing s, jung le jims, educational toys, ancl. 
partitions to se perate a ge groups." Nevertheless, the work goes on. 

our latest addition to the chi ldren' gr oup in Jv~anzanar are some 70 orphans from t he 
Southe rn California Japane se Chi l drens I Home, the catholic- Maryknoll Home in Los .An-
geles, and the Salav~tion Ar my in San Francisco. 

I n the future and still to be built s.re two elementa r y schools, t he Manzana r High s c-
hool, and an auditorium which will sea t 100 students. The work of cons t rct ion will 
be done entirely by eve.cuee labor. These scV.ools will be part of the public s ch oo l 
system of CaliforniaJ teaching ste.ndards must measure u p in eve ry way. Not .ma~y of' 
the evacuees have teaching credentials, s o the schools f or the mo st par t must' be st~d'
f ed by Caucasians. The bill., of course will be paid by the United State s and not by 
Inyo County. 

For those college students whose courses were suddeniy int erru r:; ted, t wo thing s are co n-
. templa ted; s ome will be permitted and assisted to complete t haer work at mid-western 
universities; for others, university extention courees will be held at rlanzanar. 

BLOCK LEADEHS 

One of the announced po licies of the Wa r Relocation Authorityei s th.at evacuees shall 
have an opportunity to participa t e in the goyerIT~nt of the Reloca ti on Area. · our bloxk 
leaders represent Manzanar's initial step in this direction . Chose f rom t i me t o time 
as one block after another filled up, some by an elective pr ocess, some bya~ppointment , 
collectively they serve as temporary municipal council pending the or g;aniza tion of a 
formal interior goverment. 

Eac h block leader has a.n office within his block and upon his shoulder devolves a ll 
rnanner of du t ies. His is the res ponsi1Lityt fuili' s seeing that l a trines a re ke pt clean, 
tg~t_b~pn~;~\<~ fuses and light ~ lobes a re re placed, that the night check i s made which 

.__..-., 
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tolls us daily whether or not anyone has left camp , that fire haze.rds are not permit-
ted to acclUnula.te. If some one plays the saxophone too late at night, he listens to 
the complaints nex t morning. Roof repairs,, family disputes, inter pre tation of gover-
ment policy are among his functions. His office distributes soaps, mops, buckets, 
blankets, grass seed, and brooms. The organization of Boy Scouts, the calling of blo-
ck meetings, the writing of letters for the illiterate, all these duties and many more 
fall upon the broad shoulders of the block leaders. 

rt is e. trait of human nature the world over to look to maturity for l eadersh ip. I 
have pointed out how the elde rs e..rconr; the evacuees are, ?f necessity aliens. Ted .Aka-
hoshi is typical. They call himtJ:;he ~ ' 11Mayor of Mam:anar." Ted is a graduate of Stan-
ford University in the class of 1913; a · member of '-'tanford 's Rugby team in 1912 and 
1 13, formerly of executive secre t ary of the Japanese Who lesale Produce Commis s[on 

:Merchants Association in Los Angeles. He is able, sane, and fair. But he is an a li-
en; and there a re these amotj.g the American-born who would throw off the leadership of 
their elders. rt is just one of the many knotty problem with which a pr oject director 
has to deal. 

LAW and ORDER 

This whole question of internal goverment is one of which has not yet assumed definite 
sha pe at any Relocation Center. Fortunately, law and order has so far been an insig-
nificant problem. By and ' larg~. these evacuees are an exc eedingly ;~ we l l-be haved gro up .. 
The le:wyers are not entirely agr,eed as to just where to we should i f this were not the 
case. Federal Courts have no lil£l:Chinery fol" handling petty crimes and Vi isdemeanors. out-
side of the Nationa.l Parks:, where United States Commissioners take jurisdiction. The 
county," goverrunent in Owens Valley is not particularly eager to be bur dened with Manzan-
a.r~~ ~ cases, So, after once calling in theJustice of Peace' to dispose of th~ proceeds 
from a stud poker ge.me' raidrd by the interior police,, we finally set up a mechanism 
of our· ovm. 

The b locks leaders, chaose three, one a lawyer, one a socia l work&.r, all citizens; and 
the administratioi.:1 11\ppointed three employees.., These si:k c ons titute a s _ort of gr &nd 
jgrcy which hears evidence and makes recornmondations to the Project Director. Tne, 
latter may no t impose a fine, but he may i mpose a j a il sentence;. A serious c rime 
would. of course, be tried in the county seat at Independenc e . 

Orderin maintance at Manzanar by an interior police force of some seventy evacuees 
headed by five Caucasians, a chief and four lieutenants, so that one is on duty at 
Police hea.d(l;,uarters at all time of the day and ni ght. No one carries arms within the 
center. 

MILITARY POLICE 

The Relocation Center is that district, approximately a amile square, in which all thei 
buildings of lvlanzanar are located. It is fenced with an ordinary three stranded bar-
bed -wire fence across the front and far enough backfrom the road on eighter side to 
control all automobile traffic. Four towers with flood lights overlook the Center; 
the Relocation area is the whole 6,000 tra ct of which the Center is but a part. 

As so on as the boundaries of the area are completedly marked, evacuees will be permit-
ted to move therein between daylight and dark. There is company of Milita r y Po lice 
stationed just south of the Center, whose function it is to maintain a pattoil l about 
the entire area during the day; and to maintain the towers and patrol the Center at 
night. A telephone is being installed in each tower so that if a fire breaks out, 
it can be immediately reported. The whole camp is under the eyes of these sentries. 
While evacuees are required to be within the camp itself, there is no curfew. 

'WHAT F,REEDOM AT MAWUNAR 

It is the desire and the intention of t he War Relocation Authority to grant evacuees 
every f reedom consistEmt with milit~ry necessity. ';: The first is the right to plitblish 
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their own newspaper. The MAWZAN.ll.R FRE PRESS , first published as e. mi meogr aph sheet on 
April 11, has developed into a four-page printed tab loid suppor t ed entire ly by adver-
tising a.nd subscri ptions. It is published t hree time s a week. We intend that it sha ll 
be free in fact as well as in name; a pres ::; with ful l edi torial f r eedom to cri t icize 
at will. and subject only to the restraints which a ll American journalism acce pts as 
a necessity in the t ime of war. 

The second freedon is the right to recieve news of' the outside world. News .paper from 
San Francisco and Los Angeles to New york are on sale daily at the 1ianzanar canteen, 
and all curi·ent magazines which are in demand. Whi le short-wave r adio sets a re barred, 
there are no r e strictions to lis t en t o whatever an ord inar y reciev ing; set may ga ther 
from the air. / 

There i s entire free to write and rec~re uncensored mail. 11£anza.nar post off ice is 
a branch of t he Los Angeles post office, and is operated no differe ntly fr om any br an -
ch. 

Freedom of relig ious worship is an a.ctuali ty muc h ptized, On the es ta,b li shment of 
t he camp, the gates were be seiged by every re presentative of every ·sect with wh ich 
Los .Angeles abounds; so the rule was l a id down that the demand for a pa r ticu l a r pas -
tor mus t come from a froup wi thin the camp . Catholic s , Ei»isco pa lia ns, Methois ts , 
Quaker s , hold services reg ularly, so do t hose of the Buddhiat faith . On l y the Shinyo-
ism is barred. 

Ever~{ Tuesday the local bank opens an pff ice in Manzane.r and does a r egula r banking 
business. The business of Manzanar is not to be sneezed at. The monthly i:;ayroll is 
around $2, 000 a day . 

These stores a re among the most i n teresting development a t i't,anza.nar . When the .Ar ray 
canteen which f unctioned under the i/ar t ime Civil Control Administra tion pulled out 
we were offere d $ 50 , 000 for the concession. Th is, of course, was r e fused. Instead,, 
we gave out the word that the evacuees were going t o run t hier own stores. Without 
any gur a ntee by gov erment or trnything in the na t ure of col l a. teral, Los Angeles merch-
ants prompt ly s tocked the stores with some ' 20,000 worth of merchand ise. 'l'he y wer e 
not t aking much of a chance. 

Thirte en tons of wate r melons have been sold ii>e twe en Tue sday a nd Saturday . Two hund -
red boxes of oranges and t en cases of gra pefruit wer e s old each we ek . One hundr ed seve n-
ty-five cases of soda- pop are r e cieved every other day. Sales in t he clothing de par t -
ment are not quite so ac tive, bu t still subsft;;antial. Thirty t hou sand dollars worth 
a month passes over the c ounter. 

These stores a.re about to be organized as community c oo peratives . For the pas t three 
weeks, evening; me etings have been held to educate interested groups in the mechanics 
and principales ,of coo peratives. When I l ef t Wanzanar, t hey were deba ting whe the r 
to use profits to reduce prices to the consumer or to devote at least a conside rable 
share to community relief f unds ot' needs. 

In a ddition t o stores, i t is pro posed to organize barber and beauty shops , shoe re pa ir 
shops, and later on a theater as cooperative comm.unity enterprise • 

r-

r--

.MANZANAR RUMORS 

No d iscri ption of Manzanar wou l d be complete v: ithout ment ion of the luxur iant crop 
of rumors which circulates bo th within and wi t hout t he Center. No ta le is too wild 
to be believeEl. 

11 If prices go up or if there's a food s hortage on the Coast, :i says rumor, "the y a r e 
g oing to forget us up here. We'll starve. There's not even a day's supply on hand . " 
flnd we find, sack after sack of rice hidden away in the f rightened man's apartmen t. 

"Say, there v.ias a riot at t he net factory yesterday. Everybody wa l ked out ; the y had 



to call the soldies out." Invetigation shows that a E,ang of 16-yea r old youngsters 
calling from the sideline, "Come on let's go play baseball." 

The one that really startled me was the day an off icial in the United States Public 
Health Service came rushing into IV@nzanar to inquire about the 11 terrible e pidemic~ 
''Vie heard that there had been two hundred deaths." ;.t that particular moment in his-
tory, Ma.nzanar had ye p to e ).perience its firs death. 

I have before me a rathe:t penetra t ing memorandum laid on my desk by an in t elligenk 
y oung re por t er on the subject of these unsubstantia t ed fears. 

"Ar e the Isseis, or the Nise is, generally mor e disc onsola te over t hier ccnfinment 
here?" he asks. "Each time we hear the young people's cases, of what wonde rful career 
opportunities they had just before the war broke out, we thi nk that their ca ses a r e 
the tragic ones. When we hear how the elderly residents a re wi thdra"®-ing withi n t hem-
selves like the taunted snails, we think their cases are the trag ic ones . 

An elderly Japanese . b lock leader cadida te came to our office l a st n i g;ht and leisurely 
monologued for three hours, telling us his entire career in America from the time of 
his arrival in thi s country t o the time of his arrival at Manzanar. His na rra tive 
does not differ too gr eat l y fr om those of other Isse i. 

The point is, his ca sual reference to the attitudes of the elderly ,Japanese indicated 
t o us how deeply humiliated, disappointec , and r ecoc iled they a re tbib the turns of event s 
which brought them and their chi ldren here. Si±ently, it would se em, they a re a polo-
gizing to their childr en for t he misfortune they brough t upon t heir offs pring citi zen 
of this countr y . 

"l'' r om morning till night, (I am still quoting) they bea r in mind that the y must be 
humble ••••• The o pinion of the Isseis, they often feel, need not be taken into a ccount 
here because they a re enemy a liens, because they a re old. 

"Th i s attitude tends t o create pessimism; which in turn disinclines them from seeking 
to l earn a bout the procress of this project and its facilities. Because they do not 
try to know, to kee p up with the developments here, they create within t hemselves the 
cancerous g r owth of uncertainity. 

F'rom such an attitude , for instance, come the frenzied des ire to some fa.mi lies t o hoard 
dozens of s~cks of rice •••• " 

It wo i ld be quite wrong , however, t o end on the melancholy note, fo r it is not the 
dominant note of !f.ia.nzanar. The morale of t hese evacue es on the whole is excellent. 
The camp has reacted eagerly t o every opportunity to show its Americanis m and pride 
in this country. A memorable scene occured on 11 1 am an f\Jl'lerican vay" when a Ja panese 
Boy Scout Troop led the hundreds assemble d in the pledg e to the flag and in sing ing 
the naj.iional anthem. I believe, nearly three t housand poppies were sold it} Manzanar 
for the American Leg ion and of Forie&;n Wa r s . When a commi ttee of l eading citizens 
re presenting a ll cwens Valley appealed t o the b lock l ead ers to participate in the r1at -
ional bond campain, t hey cha llenged Bishop, the rwens Va lley's largest town to a race. 
Exce pt fo r the fact ths.t the g ove r men t was t hree months l ate in paying off fo r work 
perfor med, I am sure Ma nzanar would have won . As yet a no the r evidence t ha t t he se eva -
cuees a re still a n integr a l p~rt of America , at the last r eg i str ation of you ths between 
the a g e of 18 and 20, four hundred and t h irty- two young; men of Manzana.r were r eg istered 
fo r the draft. 

Of more significance t han any of these
\ 
, however, was a petition beitj.g passed l a st week 

asking the President of the United s tates for permissi on t o v olunteer and f'ig nt on the 
European front. It wa s no t an idle gesture. It wa s the deli be r e.te a ct of ma t ure men , 
American men , born in California, who no know no other country than these United s tates , 
and who a r e willing to l ay down t he ir lives for their country' s cause. There are :ma ny 
¥t~Jtle Of '.!anzanar whos l'l loyalty i s no more to be questioned t han that of any other of us 

- 9 -
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here. 

Tokie Slocum is in Manzana.r. He was regi m.enta 1 sargent major in the regiment that 
made famous in the las t war by Sar geant Yor k . Re successfully fouf;ht thr ough. Congress 
fo r himself and similar a liens who senred in the United States Ar my , their right to 
America n ci t izenship . He accepted his evacuation to Manzanar as the contribution of a 
loyal American citizen to the winning of the present war . 

Upon that not e , I close, 

For the govermen't of t he Uni ted States which I have the honor to re presen t I des ire 
to re port the words of the .Authority's f irst director, Milton Eisenhower , t he brother 
of the General who comm.e.nds in the European theatre of operations: "For the \Va r Re -
location Authori t ],l.," he wro t e , "I wish to s ay that we inte nd to demonst r ate to the 
world--to our friends and to our enemies a like --tha t t h is nat i on , g;rim i n the fi gh t 

. it is wag ing , can at t he same time be to l eran t , patient and considerate in the hand-
ling their human pr oblem of wartime mi gra t i on and r esettlement . " 

THE END 

r--



T T~MEN"r 

December 7, 1942 

The determined protest of the 1 0 , 000 residents in ~ 
this Center was not merely t o ask for the release of 
Mr. Kurihara and seven ~f'- Committ e e Memb ers, who ar e now 
imprisoned; but a ls o to fi ght for principle and to clear the 
abi e ct-minded gr oup in orde r t o bring a b out a pe ace in Wc:ntf:rl 
Center. 

S ind e t h e outbreak of t he war, this group c 6f c on-
t emp tible individuals h a v e b een extr emely act i ve with sel-
fi sh motives beh ind them, le ~:i.ding t hereby t o the arrest 
of hundred of innocent ,Japanese b y the F . B.I. a g ents. Thus, 
they brou g h t ~- unhappy condit ion upon thousand of f a..>n ilies. 

- ,li/fDJ. T 

Far from being con t ent ed wi t ti t he ir ac ti vi ties b efore 
the e vacuation, the ir work c ontinu ed to t he present. ~~n~'r 
act i vities l ed t o man y sn unfouded accusation and arrest 
by t he P . B.I., taken adventage 1t of t he i gnoranc e of t he 
'1\1 . R . A. r u ling on t he part of t he e v a cue e <:\, their des p ica -
bl e a c tivities had b e en still incre asing and t h e resentmen t 
of t h e pe op l e had c entered upon t hem . An d i t is known by 
all t h at t h is was the fund ame n t l e caus e of the i n c ident of 
Dec emb er b , 1942 . 

Long b efor e the incident some of the l eaders of 
i: anzanar r e sidents r eapeatedl y po inted out the con d ition 
t o the Administration to appeal for the r e l e ase of Mr. Uyeno, 
who h ad b een under arrest of suspe cted b a ttery of Fr e d 
Tayruna , b e s i de being misunderstood i n c onnection with 
t he " Sugar Problem ." 

Th e commit tee , f e aring tha t t hey migh t b e c on-
vic t ed without e vidence b e cause of the f a ct t h a t they 
h ad be e n r ather d i s li~ed b y some of t he officials, 
a ppealed t o the authority fon the r Al ea s e; bu t instead 
of ~~8 e£f~~l B ! having their ap pea l c on s i d ered , t hey 
thems e lves we r e detained and taken into cntody . 'T'h is 
action b y the authority was the im..rned iate c au s e of the 
outburst of the accumul a t ed re sen tmen ts a g ainst t h e inforT'l 
mers. 

Considering t hese fact s , we be liev e the r e spon-
sibilitie s of the ·incffiden t rest entirely up on th e-~--
gr oup of peopl e who worked as inf ormers for the F . B.I. 
a g en t s or upon t he authori tie s who allowed the continu~d 



act i viti es of t hose individual s . 

1~/ e shalL ,not c ompromise until the entire f a cts 
ar e r ev ealed to ~ and- a cknO''Tled g ed by t he Army; and 
furthermor e , until ' the r e leas e of t he inno c ent prisoners , 
who are s til interned at t he c a rrrn s in Louisian a and New 
Mexico , is affec ted . 

We a sk the c oope r a tion of the 10 , 0 00 e vacue e s for 
the eeR~iR~e~-~eaee'Y~-seR4Yst-Ae-t~a~-t~eAe-~~e-- - --
re a lization of thi s pur pose . 

We appe al t o the entir e re s i dents of Manz a n a r for 
the c on tinued peaseful c onduct so that those who sacri -
fic ed their lives durig the incident may not hav e died 
in v a in. 

We her e b y make this stat ement in behal f of the 
1 0 ,000 Manzanar residents . 

The Ne g otiati on Committee 
of the Incident of ~~ 

December o ,19 4 2 



i LEASE REPORT TO BLOCK MANAGERS I F iJY ANS1VER ~' O 
Qt:STI ONS B~LO'·' ' 

1. Gopies of X-r ays taken of wounded and au topsy 
r eport on deceased. Medic a l rep oft where bulle t en t e r ed 
b ody , t y p e of bullet, e tc. 

2 . Int erview with woun ded person s . ~ See witness state-
ment form.) 

3 . ~ tatemen t of witne sses of subse quen t i ncidents. 

4. S t atemen t b y famili e s wh oRe r e lative s h a v e b e en i n t erne d 
and r e asons g ive n f or internment ;. 

5 . What auth ority did the de l eg a t es havv ~ o r epr es ent 
all citizens of J a panese anc e str~. 

lRe sol~t ion passed by the J . A.C.L. at the balt Lake 
Convention with r e f e r e n c e to dr afting of citizens of 
Japanese ancestry .) 

6 . Are re c ords availabl e of thd conference betwe en ) e 
Witt & J.A.C.L. memb ers a s t o evacuat i on of J a pan ese 
ancestry'~ Also testimony b efore Tolan Committe e . 



Sumrnafy of t he Incident of December 6, 194 2 .. 

An unkn own party assulted Fred Tayama on De c emb e r 
6 ,1942 , app r oximately at the time of 7: 30 p .m. t o 8 : 30 p .m •. 
Th e Manzanar Police Department arr e sted several sus p e cts 
but a ll wr e r e leased that day exc l ud ing Harry TTe n o . The 
suspect was t aken to Independence upon cu s tod y . It i s 
presumed by the peopl e tha t Mr. Cam~be ll 1 's s actiori as to 
sendin?' Harry Uyen o jio Indepen dence was obvi ously to sa-
ti s f y h i s pe r sonal r es entment tnwa r d Har r·y Uyeno. 

Knowing tbe ab ove r eason s the Manzanarian s c omplained 
and demande d an imm ediate r e lease of Harry U~ no. The ~eople 
had se l e cted fiv e r epres enta~ives as their Negotia ti on 
Committee t o ask for the r e le a se of the suspect. The 
re pr esent a tivea supported by the cr o r. lfd had gathered in 
front of the Administration and also t h e Polic e S tation a t 
a ppr oxima tely 2 :00 p .m. demend ing for the r e l e a s e of 
H. Uyeno. The cr o lifd had f ollowed for f ear the r e pr e s entatives 
may b e he l d for being t he ~ea~eaP leadefs. Th e 
r epresentatives had ne g o tiated with the Adminstration and 
also t he Polic e Station, stating that t hey had no authority 
t o send any r es ident of Manzanar t o any ou t s ide loc a ti on. 
It was d emended by the Adminstrat ion Office to disband 
the c rowd with t h e understandin g tha t the sus pect will 
b e r e t urn ed to camp within an hour. The Manz an ar i ans wan t-
i n g to k now the r e s u lts had gathered in front of Kitchen 
22 tha t e vening . Knowing that the suspect being innocent. 
I t was the ir intention to h a ve H.Uyeno r e l e ased immediat e l y . 
Once a gain the crowd as s embled in front of the P olice-B~at~e 
Stati on Nith r epr e s en tatives, do i n g the ne gotiation within 
the Police Sta ti on. Ap proxima t e ly 9 : 20 p .m. t h e M.P. 3 22nd 
Es cor t Comp8n y soldiers thr ew t ear g ases t o disband the 
c rowd and at t he same t ime had shot the De op le while they 
were r unning to the ir safe t y . Th ere were no intention 
within the cr owd of e v e r over taking the armed f orc e . 

Th e r e were e l e ven casualties at t ha t time , in wr:ich 
one h ad died while being taken to t he hospital. On the 
11th. d a te of December another h ad died f r om a gun s h ot 
wound in h i s abd omen . 



-- De cember 1 , l 2 

In our ~ r es ent n3gct i a in it 1 ~ h~ int · n ion f ·our 

commi tt ee t o r ir eill r ol- 1 ·m v.h ~ch <:d'f :.::ct t he wel f c. r ' of t he 

r e s i 'cnts of ~anzan.r . 

on ~ of hes e Pr obl ems con c Grnin( yn ' n ~~ r h 11 b~k Lhe 
. 

~ . B . A . t o l end us i c id &nd cooper .t ion: l s t hr t of ~h ~ r al ease 

of i n t e r nees in orde r thrt they ffibY r j oin t hJ ir fami lies in t he 

Reloca.t ion Cen t 0 r . In t he 9r ·'sen tE ti on of t hi s r oble i , it is 

n 2 c 2 s ~: r y to fur nL:h c r> rtain da t to sho: bo : 10rge a numb r hos 

. r -Jady b e n r 2l cas ed fo r l e. ck of ·v · d r1 c, nurib2 r i ·. t h2ir f av:: i l y , 

rJ on iven f or he ir be ing i n t •rned , e c . 

- For t nos c of you ~ho h~v be n r el ~ ~ sJd , ~e hav no 

1 n t en i on of j o Y ' r d i z i ng your . o s j. t i on • ..;;;..::u::.::r'--p~u=.r.J::p-=oc..:s=-=--=-=-b --=t-=o~h~..:·=-v'-~"'-' --=-r-=2-=l,._,.;:;::..:c:...:s~e=:.=d 

sti ll hel d in inter~rncnt ca~ ·s . We r e t her ef ore reques ting you t o 

cooperate with us to help us reuni te t hose int ernees o. nd t hei r fc.mil ies 

who have been s eparated without j us t caus e . 

The End 
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