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FELLOW MEMBERS CF THE COMMONWEALTE CLUB:

In & recent broadcast from lienila, three American interness told how well they are being
treated there. In signing off, the announcer said: "yhat e contrast tc the barbarities
being inflicted upon the Japanese in Californig.”

The war is workd-wide end our trestment of the Japenese in falifornie hes world-wide
significience. "I is & token of our good faith; it is & crucial test of the validity
of our war objective."

So I welceme this opportunity te interpret the actuglity of a War Relocaticn Center
housing 10,000 evacuees, a;; of whom are free to listen over the radio to what I shall
have to sey.

on March first, Mount Williamson looked down upon sage brush and the sbondcned apple
orchards of lNenzanar. Ey June first, there had come into being a city of ten thousand
people, e stranger beom town than ever sprang up along the Mother Lode in 48. A pheno=-
menon unique in American history. A ceamp upon which impinged the barbed shafts ofbigo-
try eand qualified Christianity; yet a camp in itself industricus, creative, and even
understending of the military necessity in which it had been sired.

I prpose swiftly to outline scme things the eyes sees st lManzanar, end then character=-
ize important unseen values involved in the picture.

HOUSING

There is nothing beautiful about Menzanar except its background of the Sierra Nevadas.
The sun rising out of Death Velly looks down upon the square mile of barrsck arranged

in nine greest wards separated by wide fire breaks, each made up of four identical blocks.
In each bloek, sixteen idntical buildings 20:x 100 feet, of the simplest board amd tar
paper construction; what the Army calls 'Theater of (Qperation' type. Fourteen are liv-
ing quarters, cne of double size o mass hall, and last a recreation hall. 1In the cenber
of each block are laterines and showerbaths with sbundunt hot water, for men and for wo=-
meny a wash-house with tubs where clothing can be laundered; an ironing room where they
can bevdried.

The typical domitories divided into four apartments 20x25 feet, each housing a family
group of four to six; 21 pecple to the average buildihg, 300 to the block, 36 blocks
to house 10,000 people.

The furniture on arrival consisted of en iron cot, & straw filled ticks , and three army
blankets for each evacuee. Fefore winter 88%ts in, the goverment will furnish colotex

or similer insulating meterial so that the inmates can line their own apartments against
the cold; and their persomal and household effects are to be brought from the warehouses
where they are now stored.

Into these barracks the_?g;t;g% ¢ivil Control Administreticn, chiefly during the months
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of April and kay, poured 10,000 humen beings. From the rsinbridge Island in Fuget
Sound some of them came, snd the fisher folk from Terminel Islend; but frem the most
part lMenzenar wes filled by evacuees from the Los Angelesproper. To understand lanza-
nar, it is eesential at the start tc get the overall picture of the make-up of this
population group.

Aliens and Citizens

1 need::nokctremindd the sudience that an immigrent born in Japan cannot become Ame-
ican citizen, with one very special exception to be mentioned later. So it is that

35 per cent of our population is still alien: 2,100 men, 1,300 women, mostly well along
in years. (nly fouteen aliens are under sixteen years of age.

No less than 65 per cent of lManzanar's population are American citizens, born in theUnited
States. 2,300 of them are children under 16; 4,100 are between 16 and 65 years of age;
not 2 single one of the native-born is cver 65.

Cccupations and Skills

Upon errival at lLianzanar, this mass of humanity immediately was cdassified as to skills
and past occupations. Cnly feur categories list than 200 names:

Clerks ==-sememccccreenea—— 750
Farmersemeemremcc e m———— 613
Gardners=e=—=-mme—————————— 400
Students of college age-~---211

The belance are listed in no less than 186 occupational classes. So Manzeanar was born
with exceedingly wide range of skills with which to work, plus executive ability, most
of theiproffessions, and meny of the arts.

I hate to talk about human beings in terms of statistics. When I tell you that the list
of valets includes Selznick's, John Eerrymcre's, and Charles Chaplin's, that five our
doctors of medecine stem from the Tniversities of Southern California, Rash ledical,

and John Hopkin's, you will gather whet I might do if time permitted me to deal with
personalties.

Manganar at work

To what use can this wealth of talent be put on a sage brush plsin with = shert growing
season?

The net factory is one answer. Five hundred American citizens stand daily in the great
sheds, weaving burlap patterns into nets which hang from a 20 foot ceiling; patterns for
summer, patterns for winter, patterns for desert. (amouflage nets which go out from
lManzanar by the carloads to gun emplacement on the far-flung battle lines. iive hundred
nets a day go out from lLianzanar. boys and girls mostly in thier early twentys work to
the music of phonograph carried by a loud speaker, thier own equipmenti They work with
masks over thier mouths against the dust. They work the prize of a watermelon for the
crew that puts out the most. They work with pride because camouflage net processing has
been classified as skilled work and draws a monthly cash sllowence of sixteen dollsrs,
where unskilled workees make twelve dollars. They worked perfectly aware that they are
contributing to America's war effort, and all they ask is that thier fellow citizens may
hear and someday understand.

All workers on anything thus connected with the war effort must be a American citigen,
The only men who is sullen and hurt about this not making for Uncle Sam's armies is the
old Japenese who came to America in his youth. He wants to werk at the nets, but he is
an "alien" and the Geneva Convention forbids his labor on anything connected with the
War.
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Another large group of workers moves each morning inte the fields south of the Center,
where the sage brush has been stripped from three hundred acres, irrigation ditches
lined out, and crops put in. 1In spite of late start there are fields of swwet corn,
cucumbers, melons, radishes, turnips, tomatoes, all of which go to the mess halls of
Manzanar as fast as harvust.

They have worked over the old orchards of Nenzanar which had been absndoned for over
ten years; pruned, and irrigated, and helped them to produce.

The lergest single group of workers in this city is engaged in catering to community
wents: food must be cocked for 10,000 mouths; latrines must be swept and washed; paper
gathered; garbage dumped. Today our garbage goes into esn open trench; tomorrcw it will
go into hogs. Carpenters are at work on offices, on quarters'for persommel, on partitions
for the women's laterines. Carpenters next week will at work on schocl houses and g
clothing factory. Fainters,pludmbers, electricians, auto machanics are at work at their
tredes. They are putting linoleum down on every floor of the entire camp, against the
cold and summer dust. A crew of civil engineers is running a line of levels to asser-
tain the possibility of diverting Symmes Creek into our water system. Jen are making
the entire boundary of the 6,000 acrezRelocation Center Ares; men are fencing the center
proper. Guarded by a Caucasian, a crew goes daily to the depot at Lone Pine ten miles
away to unload frieght. Ten miles is the limit of activity outside of the camp, except
for 150 agricultural workers who went to southern Idaho to answer an urgent call of the
sugar beet growers.

I drove up to them a few weeks ago. In the little town of Rupert, in the Twin Falls
district of the Snake River Valley, it was on Sunday, we found these men from lManzaner
lying on the grass in the public park; some were eating in the resturant when we went
in to lunch; others were socn coming out of the movies; and they told me they had

beern made more than welcome in the town's churches.

But to return to Manzenar. (ne project it has which os unique. Under the direction
of a scientist from the California Institue of Technology, an eiperiment in the hsand-
ling guayule under all sorts of closBly controlled conditions is full of the rubber
industry of the future.

It is not only the men who work at Menzanar. Long before the arrival of sewing mec-
hine, there was cne warehouse where women geathered daily to sew by hand apron for the
net workers, nusery aprons for the youngsters, curtains for women's shower baths. As
soon as we got word that a large clothing factory was to be established at lanzanar,
three hundred women ranging in age from 16 to 60, enrclled in classes six days a week
in sewing, pattern making, and drafting. One of the teachers, Miss (gura, was form-
erly a professional designer with a custom clientele in Pasadena; the other a form-
er costom designer for the Parker Shop in Hollywoed.

The point I wish to stress is that llanzanar is not a concentration of idlers and bocn-
degglers., When in full production next summer, this project will have under cultiva-
tion about 1500 acres, the produce all to be consumed on the premises or shipped to

" other relocation centers. Frimarily, however, it will be a manufacturing center. Ty
September 15fh, a cdothing factory designed to supply all these relocation area will
be in full swing. Erocms, needles, soy bean products, snd mattresses are among the
scheduled factories to be put in operation. These will utilize every bit of labor
available in the camp, both men and women.

The work day at Lianzenar is eight hours, five days a week; four hours cn Saturday.
Work is voluntary. Tangible returned to the worker is food, shelter, medical attent-
ion, undoubtedly clcthing next winter, plus a "cash allowance" - we do not call it
wagee cf }32 e month for common labor; $16 a month for such skills as nursing, net
meking, foremen, machanics; $19 a month for such professional work as that of the doc-
tors who mgn our hospital,

And in filling positions throughout the whole administrative staff, the policy has
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been to use evacuees wheneverzqualified, keeping the Caucasian personnel to a minimume.

lanzgnar at Flay

If Mengzanar works with will, Menzanar also knows how to play. These barren sgnd lots
opened up as firebreaks promptly became recreation areas. And what do you suppose is
the "recreation" of the old people, of the generation which came years ago from Jaman,
the aliens of the camp? Victory Gardens in the recreation ares, the greenest spot in
Mgnzanar, where 300 families ccoperaté in weeding, irrigating, and cultivating. Every
bit of food so produced lessens the cost ol this camp to Tnele-Sem.

Athletics are as popular with the young as gardens with the old. Yo less than 100 soft
ball teams have been organized and it is a poor night when a dczen games are not going
on simultaneously. After vain efforts to secure a wrestling mat, the boys went into

the desert, cut four gnarled trees for corner posts, lugged in sand to soften the fall,
and lo! a wrestling arona where nightly may be seen the various types of oriental wre-
stling as well as catch-as catch-can. There was no basketball court, but a basket nailed
to a cottonwood tree serves just as well for goa l.

A former employee of the Paramount studios, free~lance Follywood technical director,
and the former proprieter of a Los Angeles zmusement hall got together and organized-
the Community Players. I have soon as many as 1,500 sitting on the bare gpound of g
Sunday night before their improvised stage, enjoying a program of magician's tricks,
harmonica solos, songs, dancing, one act comedies, and Haweiian melodies.

Up in the southwest corner 1s the only running water within the center proper, and
there they have developed a picnic ground where watermelons can be cooled in Bairs C
Creek, with rustic bridges and pits for weenie roasts. An open fire, & hot dog, and
music under the stars.

Yo description of Menzanar at play cen omit mention of thier music. I quofe from a
news item for June 1l6th:

"approxmgtely 1000 music lovers gathered under the cottonwood trees in the fire-
break between block 10 and 11 on Sunday night for the first in a weekly series of
recorded symphony progrems. Waxed discs of Strauss, Debussy, Tschaikowsky, and other
master were heard over the public adress system,

The public adress system is their own; the records are thier own; the idea wae thier
ovM.

What songs would you expect to hear at a €ommunity Sing in a relocation?
Americs, the Beautiful, lome on the Range; Ch, Susanma, Loch Lomend.

Manzanar has produced a cowboy trio that would be good in any man's town; numerous
string quartets that at least go well with a hot dog and a picnic fire; hula dancers
and Hawaiian crooners who remind one poignantly of the outposts of our tropical empire.

Here as elsewhere in America, however, the most popular music is that of the dances.

I attended a Brain-Trojan dance sponsered by former students and glumni of U,$.¢, and
U.C.L.A. One hundred and sixty couples were there. With a few daubs of paint on ele-~
ctric globes they had softened down thelliphts with strips of colored paper they had
broken the harsh lines of the bare Larracks; paper flowers of thier own fabrication
were & riot of color. TWhat of the dencers? Thier clothes were neat, plain American;
thier slangs were pure Amec-icans; thier gum chewing would mark them American in any
port of the seven seas. They denced the dances of Holdywood and Wilshire Elvd.; tango,
rumba, jive, and jitterbug. And they danced well.

Social Problem: Health

On that perticular night, about midnight, a policeman entered the dance hall snd touched
Dr. James Coto on the shoulder. I followed him to the hospital, watched him get into
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his white robe and scrub up. The operation room was the end of a barrack constructed
of green lumber that had opened wide cracks to the wind and the dust. But the cracks
had beenstuffed and the place washed out with a hose. The lights were adegquate, the
temperture right, the operating table reasonably steady. Deft nurses had sterilized
his instruments and threaded his needles. A greduate of Rush lMedical, also an evacuee,
did an spinal anesthesia. Then Dr. Goto stepped tothe wife, also a doctor of medecine,
also a graduate of the University of Southern California. When we went off to bed at
2A.M., she stayed on to deliver the newest addition to lanzanar's growing population.

Steffed by five evacuee doctors, three graduates of the University of Southern California,
one from Rush Medical, the fifth, a doctor of public health from John Hopkins, with
five graduste evgcuee nurses, this hospital of barracks between larch 22 and June 30
handled 6,528 out-patients end 568 in-patients. There were 116 surgical cases, 19 bir-
ths, 28,000 typhoid inoculations. Practically the entire population was immunized
against smallpox. Nearly 2500 recieved dental treatment by dentist who were using
thier own equipment, and of course, without dharge. Qver 500 food handlers and diet
girls were examined; 11l Wassermens were taken, (f five deaths within that period,

not a single one was chargeable either to contagious disease or to surgery. An out-
break of athlete's foot was the only thing approaching an epidemic since the opening

of the camp.

We moved last week into a new 250-bed hospital where the sand does not blow through

the wglls and where blood-stained sheets do not have to be laundered bu hand. BRut so
long as hard work well performed commands the respects of men, what went on in the
first four months under the guidance of skillful, hard working Dr. James Gotc, is some=-
thing of which California mey well be promd.

The health of lanzanar at the start is about the health of the average pcpulation group
of 10,000 in California. But being concentrated within a square with parents on the
lookout for communitable disorders and a modern hospitel with which to combat disease,
it should be possible for our medical staff to locate and isclate every-case of active
tuberculosis; and to wipe out venereal disease 100 per cent. Disease from malnutrition
cannot occur. YWe are segregating those cases which reqmire apecial diet in a block
adjacent to the hospital.

Food and Water

In this item of public health, food, water, and sanitation are basic. Cur water sup-
ply comes from the snow of the High Sierras, down Shepherd Creek, and through a chlor-
inator. It is analyzed twice each month by the Department of Public Health of the

State of California. (ne of the wells of the Los Angeles weter system, with the flow
sufficient for all domestic needs, is also tied into our system for fire protection

and as insurance against drought. Manzanar uses a well over a million gallons of water
a day; more than 100 gallons per person. lNost of this, of course, is for irrigation and
for watering the lawns which are beginning to spring up between barracks all over the
camp.

The food of Manzanar is simple, but abundunt, well-cooked, and nourishing. To meet
the taste of many of the evacuees, rice is subsituted for other starch staples, and
condiments to which they are partial are purchased. Food costs the United States g
fraction over 38 cents a day per person, plus the labor of evacuee cooks and helpsrs,
In our refrigerating plant there is gen erally hanging several carloads of meat; and
there refrigerators of generous dimensions in each mess hall.

Sewage Disposal and Sanitation
If food and water can be called excellent, sewage disposal at Nanzanar must be labeled
superb. There is nearing complition a plant for treating liquid sewage which is the

last word in scientific perfection.

camp sanitation also is good, latrines are cleaned daily; trash can stand between bar=-
racks and are used. e have an unsloved rat problem, but flies are well under control.
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The camp, its residents, and the clothes they weer impress the visitors as neat and
clean.

'EDUCATICN

Granted a roof ggainst the rgin, and foocd, the average American family thinks next
education. It is no different at lianzanar. Dr. Genevieve Carter came down from Ber=-
kely to look over this newest regrouping of California's population, was persuaded

to accept the post of Director of Education, and left almost immediately to recruit
teachers. When she returned a fortnight later she found no less than 2000 pupils or-
ganized in classes under voluteer instructors. Yothers had not been slow te grasp at
the opportunity. With no chairs provided, they lugged thier own to the recreation
rooms or found scrap lumberr to make benches. The schools of Los Angeles sent up books
text by the hundred so that pubils who had been torn from their schools in Farch cou-
1d make up lost ground. These volunteers classes are now regularly at work and under
the guidance of three Caucasian teachers.

There is another education group which typifies much of the spirit of Kanzaner. It is
headed by Mrs. Nishikawa, a master of arts from Berkely Theological Seminaery; indeed,
to, her all credit is due. Its purpose is Americanigzetion of older evacuees who never
learned the language of the country of their adoption; who today, for the first time,
are finding sufficient leisure to study the basic English required fcr life in cgmp;
and to learn something of the Constitution of the United States, of American History,
and od the spirit of American institutions.

Seven nursery-kindergertens schools are in dally session, conducted for ycungsters
from three to six years of sge. Approximately fifty children esre in daily attendance
at each school,(lilusery)

"Our biggest problem;" writes lirs. Kitagawa, "is the lack of materisls such as paper
for cutting and drawing, clay, as well as swings, jungle jims, educational toys, and
partitions to seperate age groups." Nevertheless, the work goes cn.

Qur latest addition to the children' group in Manzenar sre some 70 orphans from the
Southern California Japenese Childrens' Home, the Catholic Meryknoll Wome in Los An-
geles, end the Salavgtion Army in San Francisco.

In the future and still to be built are two elementary schools, the Menzanar High Sc-
hool, and an auditorium which will seat 100 students. The work of constretion will

be done entirely by evacuee labor. These scliools will be part of the public school
system of Californiaj teaching standards must measure ur in every way. Not meny of
the evacuees have teaching credentials, so the schools for the most part must bte staf-
fed by Caucasiesns. The bill, of course will be paid by the United States and not by
Inyo County.

For those college students whose courses were suddeniy interrupted, twec things are con-
.templated; Some will be permitted snd assisted to complete théer work at mid-western
universities; for others, university extention courses will be held at Ranzanar.

ELOCK LEADERS

Cne of the anncunced policies of the War Relccation Authoritycis that evacuees shall
have an opportunity to participate in the goverment of the Relocation Aires. Cur bloek
leaders represent lanzanar's initiel step in this direction., Chose from time to time
as one block after another filled up, some by an elective process, scme by:zappointment,
collectively they serve as temporary municipal council pending the organization of a
formel interior goverment.

Each block leader has an office within his block and upon his shoulder devolves all
manner of duties. His is the responsiliiytofsseeing that latrines gre kept clean,
that burmt-out fuses and light globes ere replaced, that the night check is made which
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tolls us daily whether or not anyone has left camp, that fire hazards are nct permit-
ted to eaccumulate. If some one plays the saxophone too late at night, he listens to
the complaints next morninge. Roof repairs, family disputes, interpretation of gover-
ment policy are among his functions. His office distributes socaps, mops, buckets,
blankets, grass seed, and brooms. The organization of Boy Scouts, the calling of ble-
ck meetings, the writing of letters for the illiterate, all these duties and many more
fall upon the broad shoulders of the block leaders,

It is & trait of human nature the world over %o look to maturity for leadership. I
have pointed out how the elders zrmonz the evacuees are, cf necessity aliens. Ted Aka-
hoshi is typical. They call himithe "Mayor of lanzanar." Ted is a graduate of Stan-
ford Tmiversity in the class of 1913; a member of “tanford 's Rugby team in 1912 and
113, formerly of executive secretary of the Japanese Vholesale Produce Commission -
llerchants Associstion in Los Angeles. He is able, sane, and fair. Fut he is sn ali-
en; and there are these among the. American-bern who weuld throw off the leadership of
their elders. It is just one cf the many knotty problem with which a project director
has to deal.

1AW and QORDER

This whole guestion of internal goverment is one of which has not yet assumed definite
shape at any Relocation Center. Fortunately, law and order has sc far bLeen an insig-
nificant problem. Ly and large, these evacuees are an exceedingly well-behaved groupa
The lawyers are nct entirely esgreed as to just where to we should if this were not the
case. Federal Courts have no machinery for handling petty crimes and misdemeancrs out-
side of the National Parks, where United Stetes Commissioners take jurisdiction. The
county. zovernment in OQwens Velley is not perticularly eager to be burdened with Manzen-
ar"§ cases, So, after cnce calling in theJustice of Peace to dispose cf the proceeds
from a stud poker game raidrd by the interior police, we finally set up & mechanism

of our own.

The blocks leaders chaose three, one a lawyer, one & sociasl worker, all citizens; and
the administration appointed three employees,. These gsix constitute a s ort of grand
Jury which hears evidence and mekes recommondations to the Project Director. The
latter may not impose a fine, but he may impose &« jail sentence. A serious crime
would. of course, be tried in the county seat at Independence.

Orderin maintance st lanzanar by sn intericr police force of some seventy evacuees
headed by five Caucasians, a chief and four lieutenants, so that one is én duty at
Police headquarters at all time of the day and night. Yo one carries arms within the
center,

MILITARY PQLICE

The Relocation Center is that district, approximately a-mile square, in which all the
buildings of Manzenar are located., It is fenced with an ordinsry three stranded bar-
bed -wire fence across the front and far enough backfrom the road on eighter side to
control all autcmobile traffic. Four towers with flood lights overleck the Center;
the Relocation area is the whole 6,000 tract of which the Center is but a part.

As soon as the boundaries of the areas are completedly marked, evacuees will be permit-
ted to move therein between daylight and dark. There is company of Wilitary Folice
stationed just south of the Center, whose function it is to meintein a patrollabout
the entire area during the day; and to meinftain the towers and patrol the Center at
night. A telephone is being installed in each tower sc that if a fire breaks out,

it can be immediately reported. The whole camp is under the eyes of these sentries.
While evacuees are required tc be within the cemp itself, there is no curfew.

WHAT FREEDQM AT MANZANAR

It is the desire and the intention of the War Relccation Authority to grant evacuees
every freedom consistent with military necessity. "The first is the right to pablish
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their own newspaper. The MANZANAR FREEFRESS, first published as a mimeograph sheet on
April 11, has developed into a four-page printed tabloid supperted entirely by adver-
tising and subscriptions. It is published three times a week. We intend that it shall
be free in fect as well as in name; a press with full editorial freedom to criticize
at will, and subject only to the restraints which all American journalism gccepts as
a necessity in the time of war.

The second freedon is the right to recieve news of the outside world. Newspeper fram
San Francisco and Los Angeles to llew york are on sale daily at the lanzanar canteen,
and all current magazines which are in demand. While short-wave radioc sets are berred,
there are no restrictions to listen to whatever an ordinary recieving set may gather
from the air. =

There is entire free to write and reciéve uncensored mail. Venzanar post office is
a branch of the Los Angeles post office, and is operated no differently from any bran-
ch.

Freedom of religious worship is an actuality much prized, On the establishment of
the camp, the gates were beseiged by every representative of every sect with which

Los Angeles abounds; so the rule was laid down that the demand for a particular pas-
tor must come from & froup within the camp. Catholics, Episcopslians, lethoists,
Quekers, hold services regularly, so do those of the DBuddhiat faith. Only the Shinyo-
ism is barred,

Every Tuesday the local bank opens en office in llanzanar and does a regular banking
business. The business of lanzanar is not to be sneezed at. The monthly rayroll is
around {2,000 a day.

These stores are among the most interesting development at Lanzanar. Then the Army
canteen which functioned under the War time Civil Control Administration pulled outy
we were offered $50,000 for the concessicn. This, of course, was refused. Instead,,
we gave out the word that the evacuees were going to run thier own stores. Without
any gurantee by goverment or enything in the nature of collateral, ILos Angeles merch-
ants promptly stocked the stores with some {20,000 worth of merchandise. They were
not taking much of a chance.

Thirteen tons of watermelons have been sold ketween Tuesday and Saturday. Two hund-

red boxes of oranges and ten cases of grapefruit were sold each weck. (ne hundred seven-
ty-five cases of soda-pcp are recieved every other day. Sales in the clothing depart-
ment are not quite so active, but still substantial. Thirty thousand dollars worth

a month passes over the counter.

These stores are about to be organized as community cooperatives. For the past three
weeks, evening meetings have been held to educate interested groups in the mechanics
and prlnclpélss of cooperatives, Vhen I left lVanzanar, they were debating whether

to use profits to reduce prices to the consumer or to devote at least a considerable
share to community relief funds er needs.

In eddition to stores, it is proposed to organize barber and beauty shops, shoe repair
shops, and later on a theater as cooperative community enterprise.

MANZANAR RUMORS

o discription of HKanzanar would be complete without mention of the luxuriant crop
of rumors whiech circulates both within and without the Center. No tale is too wild
to be believed.,

"If prices go up or if there's a food shortage on the Coast," says rumor, "they are
going to forget us up here. WVe'll starve. There's not even a day's supply on hand."
And we find.sack after sack of rice hidden away in the frightened man's apartment.

"Say, there was e riot at the net factory yesterday. Everybody walked out; they had
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to call the soldies out." Invetigation shows that a gang of l6-year old youngsters
calling from the sideline, "Come on let's go play baseball.”

The one thet really startled me was the day an official in the United States Fublic
Health Service came rushing into lignzenar to inquire about the "terrible epidemic?t
"we heard that there had been two hundred deaths." At that particular moment in his-
tery, Manzenar had yei to experience its firs death.

I have before me a rather penetrating memorandum laid on my desk by an intelligent
young reporter on the subject of these unsubstantiated fears.

"sre the Isseis, or the Niseis, generally more disconsolate over thier confinment
here?" he asks. "Each time we hear the young people's cases, of what wcnderful career
opportunities they had just before the war broke cut, we think that their cases are
the tragic ones. When we hear how the elderly residents are withdreWing within them-
selves like the taunted snalls, we think their cases are the tragic cnes.

An elderly Japanese block leader cadidate came to our office last night and leisurely
monologued for three hours, telling us his entire career in Americe from the time of
his arrival in this country to the time of his arrival at Manzenar. His narrative
does not differ too greatly from those of other Issei.

The peint is, his casual reference to the attitudes of the elderly Japanese in dicated
to us how deeply humiliated, disappointed, and recociled they are &6 the turns of events
which brought them and their children here. Silently, it would seem, they are apolo-
gizing to their children for the misfortune they brought upon their off'spring citizen
of' this country.

"From morning till night, (I am still quoting) they bear in mind that they must be
humble..sesThe opinicn of the Isseis, they often feel, need not be taken into account
here because they sre enemy aliens, because they are old.

"7his attitude tends to create pessimism; which in turn disinclines them from seeking
to learn about the progress of this project and its facilities., &Kecause they do not
try to know, to keep up with the developments here, they create within themselves the
cancercus growth of uncertainity.

from such an attitude, for instance, come the frenzied desire to some families to hosrd
dozens of sacks of rice...."

1t woild be quite wrong, however, to end on the melancholy note, for it is not the
dominant note of lianzanar. The morale of these evacuees on the whole is excellent,

The camp has reacted eagerly to every opportunity to show its Americanism and pride

in this country., A memorable scene occured on "I am an Americen Day" when a Japanese
Boy Scout Troop led the hundreds assembled in the pledge tc the flag and in singing

the nagional anthem. I believe nearly three thousand poppies were sold if lianzanar
for the pmerican Legion and of Foriegn Vars. Then a committee of leading citizens
representing ell Cwens Valley appealed to the block leaders to participate in the nat-
ional bond campain, they challenged Fishop, the Cwens Valley's largest town to a race.
Except for the fact that the goverment was three months late in paying off for work
performed, I am sure lMgnzanar would have won. As yet snother evidence that these eva-
cuees gre still an integral part of America, at the last registration of ycuths between
" the age of 18 and 20, four hundred and thirty-two young men of lanzanar were registered
for the draft.

of more significance than any of these, however, was a petition beipng rassed last week
asking the President of the United States for permission to volunfeer and I'ight on the
Eﬁropean front, It was not an 1dle gesture. It was the deliberate act of mature men,
Lmerican men, born in Califernia, who no know no other country than these United States,
and who are willing to lay down their lives for their country's cause. There are many
men_of lNanzanar whose loyalty is no more to be questioned than that of any other of us
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here.

Tokie Slocum is in Menzangr. IHe was regimental sargent mejor in the regiment that
made famous in the last war by Sargeant York. He successfully fought through Cengress
for himself and similer aliens who served in the United States iArmy, their right to
American citizenship. He accepted his evacuation to Manzanar as the contribution of a
loyal American citizen to the winning of the present war.

Upon that note, I close,

For the goverment of the United States which I have the honor to represent I desire
to report the words of the puthority's first director, Milton Eisenhower, the brother
of the General who commends in the European theatre of operations: "For the Var Re-
location Authority," he wrote, "1 wish to say that we intend to demonstrate to the
world--to our friends and %o our enemies slike --that this nation, grim in the fight
it is waging, can et the same time be tolerant, patient and considerate in the hand-
ling their human problem of wertime migration and resettlement."

TEE E¥D




STATEMENT

December 7, 1942

The determined protest of the 10,000 resldents in ki
this Center was not merely to ask for the release of
Mr. Kurihara and seven e#®¥- Committee Members, who are now
imprisoned; but also to fight for principle and to clear the
abiject-minded group in order to bring about a peace in cantar
Center.

Since the outbreak of the war, this group:of con-
temptible individuals have been extremely active with sel-
fish motives behind them, leading thereby to the arrest
of hundred of innocent Japanese by the F.B.I. agents. vhus,
they brought Egggﬂunhappy condition upon thousand of families,

Far from being contented with their activities before
the evacuation, their work continued to the pressnt., teierzgpe
activities led to many sn unfouded accusation and arrest
by the F.B.l., taken adventages of the ignorance of the
W.R.A. ruling on the part of the evacuees, thelr despica-
ble activities had been still increasing and the resentment
of the people had centered upon them. And 1t 1s known by
all that this was the fundamentle cause of the incident of
December o, 1942,

Long before the incident some of the leaders of
Manzanar residents reapeatedly pointed out the condition
to the aAdministration to appeal for the release of Mr. Uyeno,
who had been under arrest of suspected battery of Fred
Tayama, beside being misunderstood in connection with
the "Sugar Problem."

The committee, fearing that they might be con-
victed without evidence because of the fact that they
had been rather disliked by some of the officials,
appealed to the authority foo the release: but instead
of the-gffiaial having thelr appe2l considered, they
themselves were detained and taken into cutody. This
action by the suthority was the immediate cause of the
outburst of the accumulated resentmznts against the infors
mers.

Considering these facts, we believe the respon-
sibilities of the incédent rest entirely upon the-gewn---
group of people who worked as informers for the F,B.I.
agents or upon the authorities who allowed the continu=zd




activities of those individuals.

We shall:not compromise until the entire facts
are revealed to %&e and ucknovledged by the Army; and
furthermors, until-the release of the Innocent prisoners,
who are stil interned at the camps in Louisiana and New
Mexico, is affected.

We ask the cooperation of the 10,000 evacuses for
the eentin=ed-pesaeeful-conduect-so-thas-thoge-whome —=o-
realization of this purpose.

We appeal to the sentire residents of Manzanar for
the continued peaseful conduct so that those who sacri-
ficed theilr lives durlg the incident may not have died
in vain.

We hereby make thils statement in behalf of the
10,000 Manzanar residents.

The Negotiation Committee
of the Incldent of ]
December ©,1942




. LEASE REPORT TO BLOCK MANAGERS IF AWNY ANSWER TO
QESTIONS BELOW

1. Copies of X-rays taken of wounded and autopsy
report on deceased. Medical repoft where bullet entered

body, type of bullet, etec.

2. Interview with wounded persons. { Sse witness state-
ment form.)

3. Statement of witnesses of subseguent incildents.

4, Statement by families whose relatives have been interned
and reasons given for internmentg.

5. What authority did the delegates hav. .o represent
all citizens of Japanese ancestryg.

(Resolution passed by the v.A.C.L. at the salt Lake
Convention with reference to drafting of citizens of
Japanese ancestry.)

6. Are records avallable of ths conference between De
Witt & J.A.C.I.. members as to evacuation of Japanese
ancestry? also testimony before wolan Committee,




Summafy of the Incident of December 6, 1942..

An unknown party assulted Fred Tayama on December
6,1942, approximately at the time of 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.,
The Manzanar Pollce Department arrested several suspects
but all wre released that day excluding Harry Tleno. The
suspect was taken to Independence upon custody. It 1is
presumed by the people that Mr., Cammbell'ssaction as to
sending Harry Tlyeno to Independence was obviously to sa-
tisfy his personal resentment toward Harry Uyeno,

Knowing the above reasons the Manzanarians complained
and demanded an 1mmediate release of Harry Uyno. The Beople
had selected five represcntadives as their Negotlation
Committee to ask for the release of the suspect. The
representativea supported by the crovd had gathered 1in
front of the administration and also the Police Station at
approximately 2:00 p.m, demending for the relcase of
H. Uyeno., The crowsd had followed for fear the representatives;
may be held for being the 1esdeer leaders., The
representatives had negotiated with the Adminstration and
also the Police Station, stating that they had no authority
to send any resident of Manzsnar to any outside location.

It was demended by the Adminstration 0ffice to disband

the crowd with the understanding that the suspect will

be returned to camp within an hour. The Manzanarians want-
ing to know the results had gathered in front of Kitchen

22 that evening. Knowlng that the suspect being innocent.

It was thelr intention to have H,Uyeno released immediately.
Once again the crowd assembled in front of the Police-8tasie
Station with representatives, doing the negotiation within
the Police Station. #pproximately 9:20 p.m. the M,P. 322nd
Escort Compuany soldiers threw tear gases to disband the
crowd and at the same time had shot the neople while they
were running to their safety. There were no intention
within the crowd of ever over taking the armed force.

There were eleven casualtlies at that time, in whickh
one had died while being taken to the hospital. On the
ll1th. date of December another had died from a gun shot
wound in his abdomen.




December 14, 1942

In our present naegetiation it is the intention of your
S g o o

s

committee to air &all problem which affect the welfare of the

D

residents of

(

Cne of these Problems concerning whicn we shall ask the
W.R.A. to lend us its aid and cooperationiis that of ﬁhc release
of internees in order that they may rejoin their families 1n the
Relocation Center. In the presentation of this problem, it is

necessary to furnich certain date to show now lzrge a number heas

already been released for lack of evidence, number in their family,

For those of you whe heave beem relcased, we have no

intention of jeopardizing your position. Qur purpose is to have relsesed

those still held in interiment camps. We are therefore requesting you to

cooperate with us to help us reunite those internees and their feamilies

who have been separated without just cause.

The End
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