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STATEMINT ON TESTIMONY OF HARDOL il. TOWJSEND BEFORE THE HOUSE
OF REPRISENTATIVES SUBCOMJITTEE OF THEZ SPECIAL COMEITTEE
ON Uk=-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, I0S ANGELES, CALIFORNIA,

MAY 26, 1943, 2:00 P, M.

&

Harold H. Townsend, formerly chief Supply and Transportabion officer
at the Poston, Arizona Relosation Center, appesred under oath beifore the
subcommittee in an executive seasior on lMay 26, Some time prior to June
10, 1943, a transcript or excerpts from Towneend's tectimony were supplied
the press by the committee. Later e transeript was given the Project
Director of the Poston Center. The Director and steff of ths center have
reviewed the Tovmsend testimony carefully and have prepared documentary
evifence bearing on most of Townsend's assertions. We wish to take this
opvortunity to present for the record the comments of the Wier Relocation
Authority on Townsend's"testimony. '

here is scarcely & page of this testimony that does not contain
one or more false, misleading or exaggereted statements. While some of
thege statements are of comperatively trivial conseguence, there are many
others that misinform the Committee on fundamental aspects of edministra-
tion at the Postoan Center. It is on these latier sommzats in particular
that the Wer Relocation Authority has prepared detailed comment,

Townsend's complete unraliability ss a witness is revealed in his
opening statement to the Commities when, in resnonse to the direct guestion,
"Have you ever cerved in the Unitad States Army®", he replies, yes, for
six months in France in 1918. Ag a matter of fect, Towngendé never served
in the Army. For the entire period of American participetion in the first
World War, Townsend was erployed as a superintendent of guards by ths Carter
0i1 Company of 'Tulse, Oklshoma. In February 191¢, thres months after the
Arpistice, Townsend was esnt es a2 YMCA worker to France where he served for
six months as a hut sscretary.

Of much grsater seriousness, from the point of view of the committee
befors which Townsend appesred, is the ralse and misleading picture Town-
send presented of conditions at the Poston Relocation Center, particularly
during the period from November 18 to 24, 1942, during which one of the
three camps ot Poston experienced a sit-down strike and mass demonstration
by & number of evacuees against certain policies of the War Relocetion
Authority end certain concitions at the center, During the strike Townsend
becams so emotionally upset and frightened that he reported a great meny
imaginary dangers, talked so irresponsibly to other members of the adminis-
trative staff that he threstensd to spread panic zmong them, and finally
left the eenter in a government automobile. '
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ifter the strike Tovmsend roturned and in an interview with the
Project Dircetor (of which u stenographic rocord was made)'admitted that
hc had been wrong in his actions during the strike, admitted that he had b
greatly exaggerated the seriousness of the situation, and acknowledgud
that he was wrong in leuving his post of duty. Townsend's record prior
to the etrike hud been poor. That record, together with his conduct
during the disturbance caused the Project Director to ask for his resig-
nation. b -

Aafter Townsend realized that he had been dismissed, he took the
course not infrequently followcd by disgruntled employces. He propared
a long and highly emotionzl statemcnt purporting to be 4 description of
conditions In the Poston Center. This he broadcust throughout the
country. One copy came into the possession of the War Relocation iu-
thority in April 1943.

. This sani¢ statement formed the basis of the testimony befiore
the sub-committec. As a matter of fuct, thers is ample interaal evi-
dence ‘in the testimony itsclf that Townscnd's hoaring before the Co.n-
mittee consisted simply of Townsend reading tnis pruparcd statement
into the record with appropriate leading questions from time to time
by the Committce's investigator. Therv was no cross-cxamination, and
every statement, no matter how clcarly fantastic, was accepted for the
record at facé walus,.

On June 18, 1943, when the sub-committec visited the Poston
Center, the Project Jirector, having reviewcd Townsend's testimony,
uskcd for the privilege of making a statemeat on it for the record.
The sab-committce refuscd to hear him. We¢ have, thereiore, in the
intercst of prescnting the facts for the record, roviewed the tosti-
mony at length and propared the attuched summary of false statcements
madc by Townsend together with an outlinc of the facts of cach situa-
tion, All comments made o the following pages arc fully documentcd
iu the records of the Yar Reclocation Authority.

attachment
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Page 31

Question: "ore many of those Kibei on the intermal police forec?"

Angver: "I didn't get that.®

Question: "I agked you, wore many of the Kibei on the internal
police forecez®

Angver: "Yes, @ large number of them vere,"

!

Question: "They composed the so-called goon scuads that you have
referrcd to?" e ; ¥ .

Answers "Yes, sir. The rolice force was largely built up of the
gestepo, as I have called them, because they tell you
that they hove trained under the German apents, ant they
vere, in my estimation, the men that were guilty of the
nalicious beating up ané all the malicicus agitation in
the ‘¢anp, because the police force would not pernit any

decent Americen-born Japanése to tale pard, beecause he
night expose some of their under-cover work,"

Comnent

10~ S g,

of dollars of equipment from -~ this firm of Finkelstein,
and alveys tuere was a kick-back to the procurement rcp-
resentative,!

Question: NTs Finkelstein located in Los Angelee?"

Answver:s "He is here,ﬁyeﬁgf_ﬁ L }

Question:  Is that his fifm name?"

Answér;. : "Finkelstein andICéﬁﬁany;'onc of thesc big salvage com-
nanies," '

Comment, |

No trucks of any kind were Turchased by the Poston Center from
Finkelstein, . - g

At ths time of Mr, Tovmsend's presence in Poston, theré were throe
evacuee officers in charge of the police departmente in the throe units,
All of thes¢ men vorc Nisei, or American-borryi%brican—educated Japenese,
The officers who assisted them and sho theldé the rank of Captain or
Licutenant in the local police departmonts wore all Nisel Japsnese;
only one of these had cver been to Jepan at any time, This man held
the rank of Captain«in the police department of Unit Tvo and his loyal=
ty and ability weré' uhquestionable, A few Kibei were teken in to cach
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of the policc departments as patrolmen, particularly because
of their ability to speak Japancse and to deal with somc of
the older evacuees vho had difficulty understanding English,
These men vere picked very earefully, and there has never been
any indication that any of them wore inveolved in troublam;hlng

“or subversive activities.

As to the testimony regarding the Gernan training of any
of the younz men employed as policemen in Poston, Mr, Ernecst
L. Miller, Director of Police at Poston, reports that “such
information has never becn formarded to me and I have to date
seen no vractiee which would indiecate any such training, I
might add that, having spent some ponths in Germany in 1936
and surveyed Nazi police practiccs, I am thoroughly familisr
with German methods of training and manneriems, and I have
never .seen any cvidencc of such training or contact among ny
of the Japanese in Pocton,M

Page 33
Question: "Who ic the head of tnv cducation department at
" Postoni"
Answer: r, Caxy M
Question: "o you krow anything abJut Mr, Cory's backoround?"
Angwer: "Yes, Mr, Cary and most of the Caucasian staff
were imported from Honelulu, and he was the
principal of the licKinley High Schoel there,"
Comment

Out eof a total of eighity-threc Ceucasien school personncl
at Poston, four (including Dr. Cary) were previously employed
in Honolulu,
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 standard texts, used by ouwr Amcrican public schools, and printed

1ll-a

Pagec 35

Mr, Tovmsend: '""ell, Dr, Cary and his assistant, liiss--
her name has slipped my mind -- they drew
up the plan of education and put into
effect, and tho textbooks werc ordered--
part of them were shipped in from Honolulu
and part of them were ordered through the
Scheol Board in Los Angeles, and then a
number of them were secured from various
other schools throughout southern California,
They were discarded school books that we
were asked to go out and pick up, and I had
a letter from Dr, Cary acsking me to pick up
toxtbooks from at least eight or ten cdifferent
commmitics around California,”

Comment

The first orders for textbooks were taken from the
official textbook lists uscd in the Indien Service, Shortly
after Christmas, the way vas clcared to purchase textbools
through the local procurement office, All textbocks uscd arc

by reputeble printing houseés, None of the textbooks was securcd
through the Los Angelcs school authorities, No tuxtbooks vwere
shipped in from Honolulu, Fifty thousand textbooks were conated
to the schools by twelve C=lifornia school districts.,

Page 39

"The Chairman: Vas there any produce raised around the
camp and used therc?"

"The Vitncsse: There vasn't vhen I 1&ft there, If therc

vas, it was put in'there gince.
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Cconment

. In addition to products harvested and used Ifrom seyenty-two
acres farmed within the residential blocks between the barracks, there
were 89,720 pounds of vegetables harvested on the acreage farmed by
the Agricultural Division up to January 1, 1943. Since thet time,
agricultural production has been increased so that on June 1, 1943,
there was a total of 22% acres being farmed in addition to the acreage
in the blocks. The June-first report shows a total of 901,89€ pounds
of sixteen different types of vegstables harvested by the esgricultural
department.

Pages 47-82

Most of the last half of lir. Tovmsend's testimony is devoted: to
a lurid and imaginative description of what Townsend calls a riot at
Poston Center during the period from November 18 to November 24, 1942.
He states that govermment property was destroyed, that a violent mcb
took pocsession of the center, that the lives of tho admipistrative
personnel were endangered, etc.

Comment

A number of his ppecific statements are dealt with in detail
below. However, it should be pointed out that there was no riot a%
Poston, no violanes or destruction of government propnrty, and no herm
to Caucesian employees or their families. .

Camp I at Poston experilenced during the period in question a
sit-down strike, accompanied by a demonstration and mass reetings of
evacuee representatives. This was not a unified pro-Japanesa movement
as Mr. Townsend has represented. In fact, Camps IT and III were in no
way affected by the incident. Only a part of the activities at Camp I
were suspended by the strike. Essential services were maiutained, and
while there wes considerable tenseness for a time in the relations be-
tween evacuees and the administrative staff over the grievances which
were in guestion, there was no violence or disorder, .

Immediate cause of the strike and demonstration was the arrest
of two evacuees suspecbed of having beater other evacuees. Leaders of
the striking evacuees insisted that the two held were innocent, that
they were held more than seventy-two hours without chargoes, and that
they should be given a trisl under the reogulations cf the Community
Council. Actually, in the judgmeni of competent cbservers who have in-
vestigated the strike thoroughly, the protest.about the arrast of the
two evacuees was merely the immediate cause of ths disturbance which had
its origin in many csuses, among them bitterness resulting fram evacu-
ation, insbility of the Authority to provide school buildings, heating
stoves for the barracks, and other facilities which had been promised
ot the time of evacuation, frustration resulting from the disconforts of
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cemp life, aund similar causes. Agitation by acitual pro-Japansse persons
may kave contributed, but there is no evidence that it wes a particu-
larly important factor in the iucidend.

With regard to ths sonsationel report of the strilke precented by
1. Tounsond, tite following statement was signed by sixby-one cmployecs
and members of employees’' farilies who lived at Poston Camp I tThroughout
the sirike: ]

e, the undersigned, are living ir Postcon, Arizona

in barracks or houses provided by the govarrmmert for the
adninistrative staff employed by the Colorado River lar
Relocation Project. These quarters sre located in Biock
34 of Unit 1, which ie insife the carpourd of the Colorado
River Viax Relocagion Froject. We furthor certify thet we
were occupying fthese qurrtzrs in November, 1942, at which
time there was & disturbance in Unit 1 of Poston.

"There have beer several caerges and zllegations, made
under oath, such as the 'pocr cimpleton cowering Caucasian
employees, (were) standing saround like whipped children,
lucky to be spared and allowed to live from hour to hour
with ambulances filled witii disguissd soldiers with rackine
guns guarding their sleer so that they would not Le .
slaucghtered or burrsd as hourly threstened.' Ve wish Ho
testify that there was neo terrcerism or violence at any

n, shimeprmor wererdotafraid of hodity dinjury atrany tvizel

To further substantiate this, those of us witii cinildren
felt at ease to hove our ehildren ramein in Poston throvgh-
ont the disturbance. We continusd to .iovs freely through-
out the camp in the course cof our regulor asasigned dutiss.™

The best evidence showing the falsity of the ctavements Mr. Town-
send presentéd to the cormittee, however, is »nrovided by Townsead hir-
self. During the strike Townsend bezame emotiornally upset. He spread
wila rumors among liis aduinistretive associates. At the height of the
strdike he left his post of duby without suthorization and went to Los
Angeles. He returned to Poston about November 29. On Decembsr 1, 1943,
Townsend was interviewed by the Proj=ct Director, Wade Head. Thers
followes a stenographic tranceript of that porticn of the interview
bearing upon the periocd of the strike:

Head: WGood morning, Mr. Towissrd.

Townssnd ; "Good rerning. I just gol your memeranduwr and want to
Giscuss 1% with you. Floase 12t ;e anologize for my
actions during the strike. T must Lave besn so unset T
didn't realize wkat I was doing. I wis-ofraid that I
end the other amployess were going to be slaughtered by
the Jans. ;
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Head: "Mr. Townsend, if you do not mind, I am going to have
notes kept on' this conversation, inasmuch as your actions
of the last few days have been such that they cause me to
doubt your honesty and reliability. Do you object?

Townsend: "I don't blame you for wanting a record of everything I
have to say.

Head: "Now, Mr. Townsend, you szid you were frignhtened; did
you actually see, personally, any signs of violence om
the part of the people or the destruction of any govern—
ment property? '

Townsend: "Since having time to calm down I realize that there was
no sign of violence, and now that the trouble has beecn
settled and I have had time to lock around, it is easy to
see tne crowd must have been peaceful all the time
and there was no sign of any damage to any government

property.

Head: "Do you consider that sufficient reason for leaving
the project and failing your duties during the time of
trouble?

Townsend: "I don't know what I meant. I lost my head, I guess.,
I would have doné more harm than good in that condition.”

24.Page 50

Mr, Townsend:

Comment

",eeeesThe M. P.'s were not allowed to be in

uniform on our side of the highway, so Captain Dougher-
ty took the hospital ambulance and mounted machine guns
on it, and set the ambulance at the rear of our Cauca-
sian sleeping quarters, with soldiers in civilian clothes
to keep the Japanese from approaching the barracks and
burning them up, as they said they would. And we were
only comfortable when those ambulances were sitting out
there. But they were not in uniform."

The hospital ambulance was in the charge of the Chief Medical
Officer of the center and was at no time used by Captain Dougherty or
any other officer of the M, P. company. No machine guns were mounted
on it., It was not stationed in the rear of the Caucasian sleeping
quarters and was not manned by soldiers of the United States Army,
either in uniform or in civilian clothes, Captain Dougherty was not
at Poston during the strike but had been transferred from this statiom
several days prior to the period in question,
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26.

Mr. Townsend: "Now, I don't know that I mentioned it in here, but
there are over one thousand Japanese scldiers and
Japanese officers in that camp and I have talked to
them and have been told very definitely about their
progran, that this group of men on Terminal Island .
were in that category. And they will tell you if you
ask them. They are the most indifferent fellows. If
you ask them, 'Were you fellows organizing on the West
Coast?! they say, 'yes, we had our program all set
up.' I have asked them, 'What were you going to do?!
and the answer was, 'As soon as our soldiers came over,

_we were going to help them.' They tell you right off
that they were going to win the we And that is the

. type of man that is drilling over there almost daily in
military tactics, right under our noses in that camp.
They drill them in various ways, but still drill them,
and they sre making soldiers out of them, and they are
not kidding about it. They don't even presume to hide
it.

"For instence, I cen take you down to an admiral down
there. Ho was our chof in Cemp 3. I can't quite recall
his name. T talked to him. I know he was an admiral

in. the Jepanese Nayy, and he was running a fishing boat
at San Pedro. I said to him, 'Is it a fact that your
‘boats were equipped for military purposes?! "He said,.
'Yes, all of our boats were equipped so we cculd

convert them.' He said that all the Japanese fishermen
are military men.’ He is a flns Jap, 1f you can stomach
that sort of stuff." " ),

L

Comment

This story is entirely without foundation. It is significant
that Mr. Townsend had not reported such a situstion while he was em-
ployed at Poston and has presented absolutely no evidence in supvort
of his statements. Specifically, he has not sunpllad the name of the
alleged admirzal.

Page §§

Mr. Townsend: "e.sssse Schools closed, the hospital was ordered to
elose by the mob, but remained open against orders

1
svasssan'
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Comment

=16=-

Schools were not closed. Two teachers out of 10! in Camp I dis=-
missed clssses the eftorncon of November 18. The next day, aud all re-
maining days of the strike, all classes were in session. Cemps II and
III were at no time alffected by the strike. There was no interference
with the employces of the hospital or with the operation of the hos-
pital ir any mannsr whatsosver.

Page 60

Ir. Tovmsend: "Now that condition came about because the milk truck

came in, and the Japanese met the milk truck. It was
driven in by truck and trailer fram the Golden States
‘Dairy, and the driver was in the hsbit of taking the
milk direetly to the warehouses. They met the milk
truck cnd junped on the truck snd diverted it."

Question: "Wias there a white man drivirg the truck?™

¥,

Answer: "Yos, the Goldsm Stutes Dairy delivery man, driving a
refrigerator truck. He refused te drive the truck
over to the group, so thoy started to unload the truck,
end did unload the truck and sterted to throw it out.

I went into the dispatcher's office, and there was a
+ carton of milk thrown through the window."
Comment
Elsewhere Mr. Townsend says "“cmses of milk were dumped and car-

tons of milk thrown at cveryvone on the highway and around the carip."
The Golden States Deiry Company denied that psrt of this statement

having to

do with ctopping end diverting the milk truck. With regard

to the rest of the story, we have the following statement from Dr.

Edwerd H.

Spicer, & meomber of the aduinistretive staff at Poston:

"T went over to the motor pecol abecut 7:00 P.M. on

November 18. Mr. Townsend and the Truck Dispatcher were
there. ILir. Tovnsend in an excited manner told me that

two cases of milk had been dumped somewhere in camp and
that a can of milk had been thrown through the window of
the Truck Dispatcher's office. Dr. Leighton, who was with
me, asked whaore the milk can vwes. Mr,., Townscnd pointed to
a cardboard quart certon about thirty feet from the Dis-
patcherts office. It was empiy lying on the ground, and
"there was no evidence of milk having boen spilled around
it. It epneared to have been tossed there empty. There
was no evidence of any window having been broken by this
or any other milk container.m

¢-0336-P19-BU-C0S-"TP




28,

29

=17

Page g&

Mr. Townsend: "At 9:00 o'clock, in froat of the Caucasian barracks,
the chief of the fire department and his assistant —
the chief of the fire department, Mr. Fien, and his
assistant, Mr. Woodhouse, were accosted by a group of
Japanese policemen and a fight started because the fire
department car had besn driven into a part of the camp.
It was necessary for more than a dozen Caucasians with
pea-shooters to go out and stop the attempt made by the
police department to beat up the fire chief and his
first assistant. This created a considerable disturb-
ance, and it was thouzht it would ‘be necessary to move
the Caucasian personnel over to the military quarters.”

- Comment

The fire chizf znd his assistant were stopped while driving in
excess of the speed limit through the prnject area by evacuee policemen
on traffic duty. They were not molastzd; there was no figiit; and it
was not necessary for other sdministrative personnel to resscue them.

Page 6L

Mr, Tewnsend: "........ One of the mest disturbing thiggs was the

. _removal of our {lags from all parts of the camp and the
need of our Caucasians putting up the large flag at the
officz, under threets that it would be removed, with

- .all replaced by tho 'Rising Sun.!

"Loudspeakers, stolen from the warehouses, had been
installed, and during day and night the Japanese national
anthem was heard through the length and breadth of the
camp, with wild cheers and loud demonstrations toward
setting fire to the whole camp, which they had threatened
to do if the military forces were brought in, cr cressed
the highway. That is the way they nut it."

Comment

Elsewhere in his testimony Mr. Townsend states that the American
flag was taken down and the Japanese flag flown. We have affidavits
from eight responsible officials of the Poston Center that the twe
Armerican flags which customarily wsre flown over Camp I were flown &ll
day and every day during the period of the strike, November 18 to 2L,
and thereafter. No guard was placed owver either flag and neither was

“lowered except at the customary hour of sunset.
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With regard to the essertion that the Janansse flag was flown
during the strike ard that the Japanese national anthem was playad
. over a lsudspeaker system, we have positive evidence that, the claim
is without foundation., Includ=zd in the evidence is the follewing
statement from Father Clement, M, M., cf Farker, Arizenas

"This is to make knewn and to testify that in the
recent mass meetings of the strike, which were held at
Bleck #28 in Poston, the banners and flags that were used
and scen, were signs to signify merely the presence of
representatives of the different blocks of the camp, and
in no way were these flags or hanners used to dencte a
pro-Axis sentiment., ' SR

"Likewise, in regard to Japanese music that was
played ever the public address system at these meetings,
there was no martial or Japanese patriotic music played.
It has been alleged, however, t':at one song, "Aikoku-Ko-
Shinkyolu! uenally played for departing snldiers had been
played. This can be readi. - explainc¢d, howevar, by the
fact that it is my certain wno ledp  that miners who could
not read Japanese titles, selected rzcords at randem, from
the large assortment which included this record.

"As a Catholic priest and Chaplain workinz for the
welfare and morale 6f the whnle camp; I- test;fy that 1
have neither seen the Japanese flag used, nor heard martial
music played during the recent emerg:iney, - Fron having ine-
terviewed many Jenaneseé, I do not believe that such musie
has been played, nor the Japanese flag displayed,

(Signed) Fether Clement, M.M,.
(Faryknoll Vis 51oner)
Parker, Arizonal

30. Page 65

‘Mr. Townsend: "About 12:;00 o'clock midnight on the third day of meb
control about 200 of the mob advanced to the moter
pocl, where they reachad the highway aeross from the
peol, They were halted by the M.FP., and advised they
were not allewed to cross the highway, ' They started te
move forward, and the M,P. fired over their heads. His
orders were to fire over their heads, and then into them,
He was at once supperted by another M.P. with 4 machine
gun, The mob that had udvachd_in regular military wedge
formation stepped; and i1 a few minutes the entire M.F,
company was there in trucks with fixed bayonets ready

==

for action. The Ja_ : retreated,
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Meveveses Standing behind the M,P,, seeing the deter-
mined look and the immedisate respense of his buddies, all
heavily armed, and the angry mob facing their first set-
back, defisnt and ugly but still without a leader, make
things look pretty near a crisis.”"

Comment

With regard to the above, we have ilie following statement by
Mr. Ernest L. Miller, Chief of Internal Security, and Mr. Leonard L.
Nelson, Unit I Administrator, Poston:

"On the night of November ' 18th, about 11:00 F.lM,,
Chief Kiyoshi Shigekawa and sir of his men came to the
administration building end askzd if it would be possible
to get another truck for patrel. 1hile the Chief was in-
side discussing the matter with Chief of Internal Security
Miller and Acting Project Dlrector Tvans, the six boys ap—
parently thought they might as well go and pick up the
truck, ss they must have been over-confident that the truck
‘'would be given to them. M=, L, L. Nelson was walking toward
- the motor pool at this tir . ard = - the police approaching
the-M.P. guard stationed in front c¢® the pool. There were
four or five M.P.!s standing by the pool and a weapon car—
rier loaded with six or eight more ssldiers drove up at
this moment. The soldiers ordered the police to halt which
they did. They caid they were from the police department
and were supnosed to pick up a truck. The soldier told them
ret to come across the road but they started to cross. They
said it was all right as they had perrission. One M.P. shot
over their heads and the policemen ran back to the administra-
tion building."

21, Page éé

HMr. Townsend: " «ssseees Many of the Caucasians had left with their
families, who had been confined to their barracks."

Comment

Mr. Tewnsenhd, himself, is the only =mployee definitely known to
have left his post of duty on the project durine the strike,

32, Page 67

Mr. Townsend: ".,..es0., and at 8:15 the goon squad went into the
15 barracks of one of the Japanese informants that had
been working with the F.3.I. and the young man being
absent;, this goon scuad beat up his mother and father
to a point where th-y were not expected to live,
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