
STATEMENT ON T-2E'IIYON:'" OF DJi.RD0J_, H. ~OVUCE\111 BEFORE 'rHE HOUSE 
OF REP:R-2.SEI::TZTVbE f.UBCONL:IT?SE OF 'IFIE SPEc·_:A.L c mfi.JHTTEE 

ON ill\-Aiv!EP.lC AN AUTIYITJ:ES, LOS .;.:\.NGELE3 , CALIFOP.NIA, 
Nl..4.Y 26 , 1943 , 2··00 P . Mo 

Harold 11 . Tovmsend; formerly chief S'.lpply und T:rsnspor-Sa"':;ion officer 
?t the Poston, .Arizona RGlo~ation 0e~ter , appe ored under oath before th0 
subcomm.i ttee in an executive session on May 2.6. Some time prior to June 
10, 1943 , a transcript or excerpts from Tc1msend'$ te.stir:ony were supplied 
the press by the coIT'_'Tli ttee. Later a transcript wat: given the Pr oject 
Director of the Poston Center . The Director and -:;taff of the cen.ter have 
reviewed the To¥msend testi11ony c3refully and have prepared do cu.mentary 
evifence beariP-g on mos.t of 'Io~~nsend ' s assertionso We wi sh to take this 
opportunity to present for t:t:.e re~ord the cor.u~ents of the War Relocation 
Authority on Townsend ~ s·testimonyo 

There is scarcely e page of this testimony that does n0t contain 
one or more false , ffiisleading or exagger.::·ted statements~ ~fuile som~ of 
these statements are of compar~t i vely tri ~ri.al consequence, there are many 
others t hat misinform the: Committee on fu.ndamental aspects of adrnin.istrR
tion at the Poston Center . It is on these latter commsnts in particular 
tha t _ t..he War R~l9qC1:t i o_n Authority __ ~as_ y.repare'! d.et.ajl~_d con~~.~~ : . 

Townsend ' s co .11::1lete lll:I'Aliabili ty e.s · a witness' is revea l e d in his 
opening statement to the Com.mi ~~tee y/r.en, in resDonse to the direct que3tion, 
"Have you ever served in the U;1 i t ,~d Sta-tes A.rmy?", he replies, yeG, f' or 
six months in France in 1918. As a matter .of f act , Townse nd never s erve d 
in the Army . For t:te entire p~~riod of .American participation in ~.:. he first 
World War, Townsend was err?loyed as a superint8ndent of guards by t he C c..~rter 
Oil Company of 'Tulsa, Oklahoma . In F-3bruary 1919, three mont hs after- the 
Arm.ietice, Townsend was 8ent as e 1'1VICA worker to France where he s erved for 
six months as a hut secretary. 

Of much gr8ater seriousness, from t he poiI'-.t of view of the cor.i..mitte e 
before whic h Townsend appeared, is ths false .and 1'1.isleading picture Town
send presented of conditions at the Poston Relocation Centor 9 particularly 
durine:, the ocriod fr9:n ifove~ber 18 to 24 , 1942, during which .s:me of the 
three camps ~t.Poston experienced a sit-·down stri~e and masc demonstration 
by a number of evacuee::: against csrta in policies of tte War Rs loc Ption 
Authority and c ertain conri tj.ons at the ·center, Duri~g t he strike Townsend 
becama so emotio--:.ally u;;se t and fri ghtened that he r eporte d a e;;re&t !iiE_ny 
imagi nary dangers, talked so irresponsibly to other member s of the ad.rr.inis
trati ve staff that he thrca t e u.:3d to spread panic c:.mong them, and f i :rnlly 
left the eenter in a govornment automobile .. 

* * * Y. * * * * * * 

Presented before Costello Subcommittee of House Cor.imittee on Un- American 
Activities July ? , 1943 . 
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il.ftcr the strike Tovms0nd re turned and j.n .).n lnt .:ffviev ·;1i th the 
Proj c,ct Dir 0ctor (of v.hich u. stbnographic r ecord wa s made) acbni tted that 
he had b0en v.rrong in his actions durine the;; strike, admitted th,_-.. t h o h '.lcl 
grcc-1. tly t:xn.ggero.ted th0 seriousness of th0 situation, n.nd q,cknoi.·rl e dg<.; d 
thc:lt h e was wrong in lo:...t.-ving i1is post of duty. Tm·ins cnd' s r ecord prior 
to the strike had been poor. That record, togethor· ·with his cond~ct 
during the disturbance caused the Project Director to ask for bis r c sig
n ution. 

After To1·mse;;nd realized th::.1.t h c-.· fl.ad been disw.ir.s e d, h e took the 
course not infre quontly followed by disgruntled 8mploys es. He pr~par s d 
a long and highly omotion~.1 statm.10nt purporti!1g to be a description of 
conditions :tn th0 Poston Cont&r. Thi's h(, broudcu.st throughout the 
country. Ono copy CclTW into thl:· pOSSE:iSSion of thG ~YJ.r Re loc ation :rn
thori t;y- in Apri 1 1943 • 

. This s11rrw statement fornwd tht:, basis of the.; t 6 stiraony b 0f'orc 
the sub-committee . ,\ 3 a matter of fa.ct, the r e is strnple internal c.vi
dcncc ,. in thG testimony its elf t!n.t Towns cmd' s .h':...arin g b0forc th e:.; Co.n
!ai tts e consiste d simply of Tmf:is t:md r eading this prup::tr ,..=: d statement 
into the record with '.lppropriatc l E;ading qu8stions from time to tim€
by the Com:i:1i ttoc ' s invC: stig3.tor. Thoru w..::i.s no cross-1.;xarnint.:.tion, and 
t:.;Very statement, no matter how clearly f;.1.ntastic; v;as <J.ecopt od for the 
r 8cord at face valuu. 

On June 18, 1943, . vlrH:.:n thC; sub-co:imni t te e, visi tcd th0 Poston 
Cent(;r, thE: Projc:ct .Jir ector, having reviGirvcd Town~ c:nd's t c. stim.ony, 
uske;d for the pri vih~ ge of mSLking a statem<:;.at on it f'or the r e cord. 
The wb-conuni ttoc refused to hear him. 1 ~-c have, thcr oi'ore,, i:n tho 
inte r ost 01-. prusGnting the f a.cts f0r tho rE.-cord, r cvi ei.ved the i., (;sti
mony" n.t length anq pr oparvd the t<. ttachod su~ru:-iary of fn.l·s e ::it::it c1:u.mts 
niado by ·Towns end togeth0r with an outline of the facts o.t' each situa
tion. All comments ;nade 0~1 the following pa.gos arv fully docurr10nt0d 
i n the records of the 1:·;a.r Relocation .\uthori ty. 



FALSE STATEME:rT1'S OF HAROLD H. TOHNSEND BEFORE THE HOUSE OF REPRE
. SElITATIVES SUB-COMMITTEE OF THE SPECIAL COi\11J.UTTEE OU UN

AMERICAH ACTIVITIES, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORlTIA, 

1. Page 2 
I 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Cormnent 

. 1v'.LA.Y 2 6, 19 43 , 2 : 00 P. M:. 

"Have you ever served in the United States Army?" 

''Yes." 

''When?" 

"l~ 18. ,, 

"Jid you serve in· France?'' 

"Six months ill France." 

Records of the War Departrnent of men who served in the United 
States Army during the lact war contain no record of military service 
by Harold H. Townsend. Records of the Carter Oil Company, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, show that Tm-msend was employed by tha.t compa...YJ.y as a Super
intendent of Guards from March 1,, 1917 to January 15, 1919. Records 
of the Yl'.JICA indicate that Townsend served in Frruice as a YMCA hut 
worker after the last war, froJn February, 1919 to August., , 19i9. 

2. Page 9 

Quest inn: 

Answer.: 

Comment 

''Do they have a hospital in Poston?" 

"They have a very fine hospital, a very large hospital., 
modern in every respect. Large enough to handle ap
proximately 600 people and is usually fllled." 

The official rated capacity of Poston Ge~ieral Hospital is 250 
beds with 120 beds available f'or occupancy. The average daily census 
of the hospital. from July, 1942 to May 31, 1943, is given · in the fol
lowing table. The average daily census of patient for this period is 
98.1. 
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Patient Days 
5.n 

July 
/i.ugust 

·September 
October 
:-rovember 
Decomb~r 

tJanua.ry 
February 
March 
April 
!.1ay 

3 . Page 10 
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Hot'pital Days 

2285 
28<27 
2886 

'I 

3115 
3285 
31.i:07 
3457 
3157 
2£-13 
2785 
2777 

Daily Aver age 

7-3 -. 7 
91.2 
~6 . 2 

100 . 4 
109 . 5 
109. 9 
111 . 5 

. 112 . 7 
~3 . 9 

H2 . 8 
89 . 6 

Question : "Do J-ou recall .how nuo":l fo od was pons~.llned daily?" 

Answer : 

Comment 

''Vw-e, by actu9.l count, supplied 58 tons of subsistenc0 
per day . " 

During the month of De--crJn.ber , · 19;12 -- th(< la.st month when Mr . 
To-\-msend was .on d~xt.y at the project -- the average .quantity of fnod. 
delivered to evacuee mess hulls was 2.7 . tons .per d~y . The evacue~ 
population in the center at tha-C t"im~ was approxh:atety 18 ' 000 . 

4 . Page 11 

Question : 

Ans-wer : 

Corrunent 

" The amount of t nE'i food and the typo·' 01 .. · food was det c- r 
minecl by _the 1ffi.\. i :i Vtashington ; is that correct?-" 

"Largely . so ,,.- .~"'e s , s-ir. " 

Dur i ng · the period when UF. Tovmsend v.ras on duty 'at the Poston 
Ee l ocation Cf:".nter, supervision over the requisitioning of food by the 
center was exercised by the regional office of tho VIa.r Il.E-loca;t;ion Au
thority in San Francisco , C.:i.liforaia . Sir:ce January, 1~43 , similar 
sup0rvision ha.o beun exorcisPd .by the.,Washington office . 

5 . Page 12 

Mr . Townsend : ''Tho inforrriatio!l that was fLlrnishecl me by cer tain 
friendly t;roups was that ·thay had plac'ed different 
typf;S of u.:nerg:Gncy food in secret cc llars uncler the 
mess hal l s for tha invasion armies a.."'ltl pa.rachute 
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Comment 
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troopers. But in addition to that they had large 
caches of food throughout the dcs6rt, buried, that 
could be U£ed for similar purposes • . And this inf0rma
tion was furnishi::d by friendly Japanr~se Vlho were E;n
deavoring to get speicial f'avors, and we;; WE-~r r::. constantly 
tryinb to find out whn.t was happening ·to certa3.r.l. sup
plies, and we always had a. nur.ibcr of Japancsf: that 
would give us . infor:r.lation for 8:n excha.ngA of favors." 

This story is entirely without foundation and v;as: never :r1e:a
tioned by. Mr. Townsend during the ti.!ile he "~-as employed at Po::>ton. It 
is impossible that the ~vacuees could have stored food i.mdcr ·the desert 
conditions at Poston in a manner to preserve it more than n. f E-;V! days. 

G. Page 13 

7. 

' Mr. Tovmsend: "At numerous times we had ti.1esc7 th~.eves cau.r;ht, and . 

Cormnent 

proclucud Evidence and i-af'orma.tion r ... bout the proce~s 
of the entire thinvi!'lf~ ring. The matter was placod 
bei"'or ~ Mr. l!lnpi~, and lJfr. Il0a.d, and Ur. Gelvin, and 
the M. P. aut.horiti es, and :Lt -was always stopped, be 
cause there was no way that t~1.~Y could see th:lt :·re 

.would 1;>0 ben~f·itcd by tryint; to pro~ecute them. :.o 
them esta.ulishod e. daily loss . o·f approximately $500 
throue;h the thGfts within thE.' ca'Tr~), which was fagr~ed 
upon by all of us, and 0ven at tlrnt they would not 
take any action tov:ards rros ocution." 

Re.cords of tho Poston Int,;;rnal Se.curi ty Office indicate that 
Mr. Townsend made only three complaints ab0ut what he ".}Onsidored il
legal activities "lvi.thin th0 proj r:ct ar0n.. · One wr:..s concerned with th~ 
fact that property of an evacuE:e v;as m.i.~sing from a shipm .. mt r0cei ved 
from the Salinas, Cal if ornia As s orubly Ct:intcr. Another ha<.i to do i:d th 
three small Japanese boys pla:tinr:; hide-and-s eek in Mr. Townsend's car. 
The third had to do v:i th an evac· .. rnc se~uring scrap lumber from the 
salvage depot Yti thout authorization. 

Puge 16 

Question: 

Answer: 

''Was the ·rood that you s ~1rvctl to the J&;?an'3tJe at Po:Jto.n 
as good or better than that being serv~J to tl1e Army?" 

"It wa.s superior in c3very WF).Y •••••••••• '' 

C-03~-P5-BU-COS-WP 
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Connnent 

Food at Poston was ancl is r c qu isi tion~d throu ~~h t hr; QuartE;r-
master Corpf:l. In qu a.li t y i t is equal t o or lowe r t han t hat s orve:A 
a t traini:ig oai'11ps and other Ar:ny c ente rs. In quantity it i::; sub
stantitt.lly less than -that provide d ty the Army a s 1:videnced b:f th8 
ration cost, which has not excee de d 45¢ pe r per s on p0r day. 

8. Page 17 

Question: 

Answer~ 

Colll!n.ent 

"Wer G the Japanese served ice croar:i e.t Postoii?" 

- "Y8s, s ir, vre h ad ice oroa.m broucht to us ~very day 
i.'ro::i the Golden State Crca:ra€ry Company.'' 

With r e.gard to .this statement, vre have the followin-~ conuwm t 
submitte d by · Mr . Joe A. Pe;t t a who hs.s se t·ve d as· As dstant C~1i 0f 
.Steward at the Post ... n Centar since June , 19.112: 

9. Page 17 

" Uo icr: cre am hf.ts over b ~} tm purchased 1·: i th gove r nmc. :it 
funds for e va o-:.Locs. Ic(j crf' a.m r 0cG.iv e:; d a t F~r ton i s pnid 
for in one of t h e i'ollmdng ways: 

".l. I t is purchased l)~· t h~ conuuni t y stor e s L1sint; 
uv a cu.E.e f u :1d.s , for r e-sale to eva c 1 

.. w o s • 

.. "2. Sm.all r1uanti ti E';S W(; r e purchasE. d CJC ·~adonally 
f ur t h e por ~onnu l m.\. .. SS dur ing the s um:;.10 r of· 
1 94 2. Th o:-:: per s onne l me ss is opc;r a tt-::d ;~ s a 
gOV3r llI.1P.nt fo8 SC1 a nd its <., XpC!.l. S ·3 S a r e f aid b.f 
er1ployee s." 

Que stion: "And milk?" 

Answer: 
( 

" Milk order~ nw from 8,000 -co 12,0uO quarts of homo-
gE.Jniz ed milk t:very day." 

Corrunent 

Milk r ecehrc d a.t the c ente r has nE.ve r exce(;dG<l 8, 000 qua rts 
dally. Deli v0ries r eached t his fi gur e during part of Dt: c 0rn.bGr 18.4 2 
a.nd J anuary 1943 a r:: a r esult of incr Gas ~d r cq;iis l tions authorized 
by Mr . Townsend without cons ulting t i1e Pro ject Steward. 

090335-N-BU-COS-WP 
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The .. c~.ll-ren t contract · c al l ~ for Ji\a.x:h:u.rn.· de live r ies of 6 ,264 
quarts dai l r , . tut the r e i s an agree:nent with th~~ v 0Hdor that ce-
l i veri es to tht. c E:ntt:. r u r e conti:..:.go.at upon tht.1 nce:ls 01' militar y e s
t ab l ish:ieuts in the a.r:::a nnd uron thC' r Pquircm6nts of other consu:nors. 
The v endor has r ;:i c e~1t l7 no'tif it d . 1·]10 c~ntor tha.'i:i ~ deli v e-·r ic s o.r e l ik6-
l y to bo r uduct:-: d dr ast ica l ly i n t. ._0 .r:e,~::. · 1 ~1 b!.re . 

·10. Pago 17 

Questi on : 

Answer: 

Corrunent 

''flu had the f i m,st t~r ttlle of Challenge butter a!ld other 
high- gr a dr. bnt~ r"'r t hat wn coul <:l buy . 

On J anuar y 23 ,, 1 ~'13 , tri ~· -, ,· .. ,r "2c1'.>c :iti.,n A 1t hority i nstruct e d 
all c e.n~er s to diea0n tinu.:: t.:1 •. p•~t· ~nu~~..: of b:.1t ter a:."1d t o ~ubstitut fl · 
ol eom£ir i:;B.rine . '\:,11u1 point r at il"') ~1in~ o'1. :T1cmt s anJ. fats was ini tiatr d 
on r,fn.rch 9 , 18·13 , the r ... ntrictio:.1 l').il thf.~ •)Ul"CllHSe of butte r w11.s 
lif t ecl , with t lw provi s " t~w.t tw.:> coaditi~--· ~s .. raust be ~t : ( 1 ) that 
t he r eg1..l.lar c i\·i liu~ a. llo,·i:.J!l~t.- cf lu points p(:r week for mcat8 and 
fat s shoul d not bA 0xc(1~dsd ; und ( 2 ) tr1c.t in the ur, ~1.1.t of c ivilb.n 
~! lortag0 s, 'butte r pur c i111s (; s s !1oal1 b~ discontinu:::· d . T ' 1rotlf~.b..ou · 1..;-:i is 
~nt in~ per i ,,d ; t he Poston Gcntt; r has cor1:t iaueJ to UD(• vlE:('mar t;arin(;; 
br.=cau.so of i t s lower r ation poi.nt v_i..J.u.3 a.:id · 1ov.re r cost . 

11. P~ge 17 · 

Qucs·t i oa : . 

Ans.vie r: 

Qu.Gstion : 

A 'lf>W0r: 

}JlGVlCr: 

Conrnont 

" W:lS thcrr; pl enty " f rn.•· Dt a.nL. .~Hl.US,.lgc of ttl l kinds 
s 11pp l i s d?" 

" Th..:. fine st cuts a.r1d grad(! .A uc:nts ; qu <-;.rt(·rs an~l f" ll 
cu.rcr._ s S f · S of :a:nbs .!'"i.d por ' · .• •7nd the best cuts vf ~> f Of 
w~r o b rour:-;ht :a..n ; ou a J.1 a»J"0r . , .. , of 0n c. rcl'rigcrator car 
ll. d•l.y ." 

'' I bellcv:.; you Gtatiud t.r...at a ll of it Wets of tht.1 very 
bt: s ~ · gr n.dL; ?" · 

''Thr, f i ne nt ;,;r a.dc . t hat we cr,u l d [~ ct ." 

'''Ha3 tho cVU-id of food r.cttcr t han that ohtai.I .. ed 'by 
our ow.c1 c itizens in th(! markets ... md stor es ?" 

''Ver y mu.en bettc:::~ th(1.ll y ou c !l.!1 buy i n th ~ opt,;n ~-aarkc-;t. " . 

M0nts proc'..lr~d at. Poston a.nu othor r0 l ocation c cr:rtt:.'rs have ge11-
f:lrt1l l y bc"'n TJ . S . Commcr~ial (t 1.irc_) cra<lc or lcw )r. A.s a matter of 

c-o;;6-P7-Bl1-COR~~Jl) 
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policy ·the War Rc locati<?n Authority a voids procur mnE.nt of' com:;nodi ti c. s 
knoi:m to be scarce in the m.'irke ts whor e pur ch~s c s a r 0 mo.de . I u 
lfov omb c r, 1942 1 volunta ry moat r ~ ti oning was i ntroduced i n t h(; six 
wester n c ontcrs. Thi s pr"ogram wu.s exten de d to t he four e a ste rn cont <:.. r s 
in Janua ry, 1943 . All m:.l.llda.tory r n tionin[; r e strictions of thG Ofi' ic ~~' 
of Pric6 Adnri.n istration are he: i ng ~u1d h ave: b (.;0'.!'1 a.ppli c.: d at <111 c ont ors. 

12. P£..gc 19 

Ques tion: 

i1..rtswor; 

Que stion : 

.\nswer 1 

1~ue stion: 

.i\.."lswor: 

"1.hu.t i;;.J.s dono with t he ga rbage ?" 

"Sir?" 

'"Hlrn.t W 'lS don e with th ~; r.;arbagc ?'' 

"It Ji'l S t uJcen .... we.. wou l d loa d it onto t.: qui pmcn t b.nd d ig 
dit c :i. 1E.; S :-.:.n <l t hrow i ·'.. into t iL:_; di t chus and c ovur i t up .'~ 

''mw.t ha ppG!.w d with r (:f vr &nc e to t ho i dEJ a of f c :-Jdi ng it 
to th~ ho gs·?" 

"Up until J !ffiua r y 30th · t he r £ .. vms noth i ni; ·d on& a t u.11 • 
P .. b out J ruuia.-ry 30t h Washington wrote tho clir octor and 
askud h i u how nany .hor;s t h ey had t o us t; t h f.; 9 or 10 
ton s of garbag ~_;, t~ia.t wu h a.d in the c u.mp, 'llld 1:w hud 
been out trying to buy i1ogs, .md v;c h '.ld ev c: r y hog in 
sout h(;r n C1lif orn i a --through t h is s ame group t irn.t v.ras 
bu.ildin !;'; this :~25, 000, 000 oorpor at .ion, ".:JC h a d e ver y ho ;; 
f a rm and ev e ry cuttle f:...lrrn t a b u.l 'lt c d, and ".:W :m ...:.vr · n.11 
tho h ogs a v'.l.il :.1.b li::, so hr; h a d t.hi 3 ho g man che c k tho hogs, 
and ut the t i mv t h e l ott0r wa s r oc c i v e cl t:1c n ; v:·n sn ' t ~ 

h o g in t he csmp . Th·<l th0n, wi tho1J.t any k:nowl c dr;c on 
the pu rt of t }K supp l y d e pa rtme nt, orde r e d i n :::oo 200-
poun d hob s,, r.md the:y QllSWC; r <., d r:-:ish i ni;ton b~r t olling 
th~in tha t we n ~.td 200 h ogs. 

"I • ou ld like t o ~nlur ga a little bit u pon that. I f y ou 
know unyth ine; ubo ut hogs, you kl1o·H y ou v;o uldn' t 1'f [;Jl t to 
s t a rt f eeding 200- pound hog~ . They :::.r 0 r o::tdy fo r the r:-'..:.;.r
k ct. They b ouc;ht 2JO 200-pOlmd hogs an<l paid 25 c €n t s u. 
pound to r t lwm. Tho s am.t; he r d of ho e s , i:i. s list.e d in t he 
market , could ha.v i] b een bou ~;ht for 17 cen t s '.i pound, a nd 
thc.y ucr o ho gs t hat vrn -~wr u con sidE; ring buyi11~ for butcher
ing for pork . Th1.,;y W{:. r c too old t o be hun ri l ud i'or f ccd0rs, 
und thu.t order shou l d have been for h o gr: that wou l d hav e 
cos t $10 or $15, to f'oE. d t h <:.' fS:....r bag•::. to,, L1stc a.d o f paying 
25 c ents a pound. . ~Tow they have t h i s numb c. r of .i1ogs down 
t he r e ,, v10 i ghinb 300 or 4rJO pounds ., :ind they u. r o .a ot f it 
for m1ythi ng excopt l a r cl ." 



Dur3.ng liecerr.11er: 1942, :rursuar.t t.o e general policy so.opted by 
t:1e T;fo r Ji.e:cca ti-:>n :~.nt~10rity on Decerr:ber 3, 1942, steps were taken 
t rJ e at. a bJ i bh . u sw~ na pre j ect v.t the I -'oston :;erJ. ter. T:h: .. ee bundrt:Hl 
pies v;3r e uu.rc!·.aec d 7a'1t~&r:- l~, 194~, in QCcordance with standar·d 
gnv._.:-r.men t~.l nr occ.r ement. T;Jroc.oau:i..,e. 1r:1e p :f.gs_ ave-caged. 1·4,5 pou.."?-ds 
eac.o.. Binet> then • . '32.5 more :pies, aver.aging '-115 pouna·s each, llave been 
P'~trc : .. 1a.s3d" All wer3 garbage broke, coublt3 vaccinated feeder pig s• 

Ques·t.ion : 

C arr,-n_:::- !1 t 
-~--

''Mr. Tcw.n-send, how l:lany ware!.1ou3es did you say were under 
~rcur. jiu'is<iit3tion at; PoE'tonr' 

'
1 J 80" 

t1180?'' 

":..80 ~~q:r· e l:l..ou.ses . ' 1 

'i.'b gr; wB:·e 90 wa:."'encm ses on t he anti.re project, including six 
ut. t he }'.e.r l~er r- ~1 i lh 9ad . 

QueRti.- !l t 

.Ar swer ~ 

Q.uesti on :· 

.Ansvmr: 

' 1270C, I be li0ve, i r.:. t he ·-- . now, wai t a minutel In the 
1t.'a:ceho·1se .s-, no" I ttink t here were---" 

nAn vp~ro:cLm.ation wj_ ll ta all ... : i~hte '' 

tt rP1ere v;ero oC.O Jap::.me2e and 4 Ylhi te supervisors in the 
't~:a:-e h.01wes." 

. The ir.aximun nu;nber of Ja-pane['e '3Ver t o be e~ployed. in t .he ware• 
:1nu s•~s W'J.B :::oo. They were employed during t :1e .month .of December, ·1942 , 
r-'nd nis+.ritn ... t s d as follows: 

Unit No. l .1Z·3 
Un1t No. 2 10? 
Unit ro. ~ 60 



15 , Pagu 2,?. 

Mr. Townsend: - "Nou, as for tho furniture, of com-se, · the Pcston de
velopment inc~.udes a very marvelous Caucasian person
nel center. T!le plan showed 54 modern bi_mgalo".irs, and 
two dormitorj_€s, three storicfl, one for women and one 
for men, ond the administration homes, which would cos~ 
~- omewhcre bet.ween fifteen and t wenty tbousand dollars. 
There v;-ere to be four of t~em, and a beautiful 'park 
area, with sw:!.mrdng pool:J, and so forth. And this 
fu..."'"11iturl) ~ras purchased f0r that purpose, · to furnish 
those. It was .all b~mght from Darker Brothers, and 

Comment 

the. prj.con on it were not reasonable. They were very, 
very h:l r;h in consicler.:1.tion of the many, many car loads. 
V!o must hr .. ve had, oh, at least 20 carloads of that 
type of Curni t m ·e • n 

Quarters provider} for tho admi~istrative staff at Poston include 
eight four-room cotta~es built durin~ tho initial constru~tion period 1 

by tho Army; twenty-four housel{eepin[j apartments of from two to siX · 
rooms in onc-~-story barracks-type buildings of temporary .constrnctiqn, 
Rimilar to tho theatro-of-operations construction found throtij hout the 
center; and 15~ rooms si~e ·7 x 14 feet in barrackR-type dormitories. 
Each barracks dormitory contains a bathroom and from ten to twelve 
rooms. 

There arc no three-story btti.ldingG, no modern bungalows, and no 
indjvidun.l admiriistration home3 other than tho eight cottages built by 
the Army. 

In accordance with the custcmary practice in public or private 
projects in such isolated locations as Poston, staff quarters are fit
ted with essential furniture, Furniture for the quarters at Poston was 
not all purchased from Barker Brothers, but in .fact was eocured from a 
number of vendors, chiefly in Los Angeles where the purchases were made 
by the Office for E ·ergency M!tnagement. 

All staff members- pay ront to the government based upon the 
size and charact.er of accommodations furnished. 

c-0336-PlO·BU-COS·WP 



16. Page 22 

Question: 

.Ar-.. swer: 

Comment 

, . ;·. . -~ 

11 In addit:ton to ti1~ fobd stared in the warehouses, 
Fhat olse ·· was -Gt.ore<l there?'.~ 

"There v.rere . supplies and equipment. of every con
ceivable type .in the. numerour nr:re~ouses. 'rhe c.c.c. 
had sent in hundreds of carloadG oi miscellaneous 
equj,pment. Fe had ,-1aruhouses that we moved tho stuff 

"i:iJ.toand locked up, anc1 t~ey hadn't been opened for 
months, b e. cause i.t vras just miocellaneous equipment. 
Pe did .. n' t know -..;hat it. was." 

The C:'.vili~m Conservation Corps has not shipped in hundreds 
of carloads of mj_~3cellancous cquipmont. It is ustimatcd that two 
(2) miscellaneou8 cr-t.rload s (100 ,OOO pounds) 1!ouJ.Cl i1old alJ. the sur
plus items; sTich as tools. The c.c.c. automotive o~uipment that has 
been received did not •J:xcoed, at the mod, ten (10) carloads. All 
warehounes are opEmod and in2pccted regularly in the ordinary course 
of business. 

Mr. TO\vnsend: " ••••• Then there is another t J1i:ng that occurs to me. 

Comment 

We i.V•3re v..e.;ry· u.l."tXiou .. ; to · get- G-ch~·o,l .. bus ~~'.L. :rw(;; brought 
ir. -·· W l; h.L.d 1100 te · -ChLr s' ••••• " 

Elrcvrhere in the testimony (page 34) Mr. Tovmsend st.r.tes that 
ther e are 100 Cauco..sia.n teachers and 200 or more Jpanese teu.chcrs. 
In f act, on DecembE-r 19, 191+2, there were 233 toachus in the Poston 
Gchools; 83 ,_~rere Caucs.:::ian and 120 perr3 Japanese. The se figures 
include not only element-'lry ana. cecondu.ry t.c r~chcrs, but also the 
Director of Education, t hree high cchool prj_ncipals, one elementary 
prin~ipP.l, anc~ tw·elvc other supnrvisor y educational personnel. / 

18. Page 25 

Queation: 

Answer: 

"Going back to the fleet of dmn:-p trucks bought in Los 
Angeles, do you recall tho nrunc of the firm those trucks 
wore purchn.sed from?" 

''It thin.~ it ii~ia.s Finkelstoj.n. Finkclstoj_n is another 
one of the 81;.r:i .. ndlers thc'lt_ v:re bought hundreds of thousands 
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Question: 

. Answer: 

Question: 

Ansuer: 

of dollars 0£' e~ai.pment from -- t hir. f irm of Finkelste in, 
a nd a l -Ia.ys t :1e.1"e was a kick-back to tho procurement r C;p
r escmtu. t i -1c . 11 

"Is F i nkeletc ii-1 l ocat ec: in Los Angole s ?" 

" He i _s hc:r-e yes " . .. ·' ·::-'" ._:: - ~ ~~ ··:. . · . . -.. ~ . .... '." .. . 

.- °F·i nkels tein an:1 .. C~nf1~aJ.?.y ·; · one of t he s o big' :·stt-1 vago com
panies o 11 

No trucks of an~r k i !'ld wer e :mrcha s ed by the Poston Cent er from 
Finkelstein . 

Question: 

Ansi.:1Cr: 

Que s t i on: 

Ans r,;cr : 

Quest ion: 

, · 

·comment 

11Pcre wJny ai' ·thos·c Kib6i on t hB inter nal police f orce ?" 

11 I d i dn ' t &-et t h !:i. t • n 

11 1 a9kt.~d- ;/ ou;, wore many · af the i·~ibGi on t he internal 
poli c e force?" 

"Yes ; n. l a r ge nu .. mbe:- of -'chem FGre . 11 

"They ~om-po sed t he so-call ed goon sr.u.J.d s t ha t you have 
r e f erred t o? tt 

11Yes~ ·; i r. ~L'hc yolice f orce· \7as · 1ar ge ly built up of t he 
ge:.str.~po , a s I have ca l led t hem , because t 11cy .t ell y ou 
t.h~1 t · they h <.wo trai_ned under t h8 Ge;rm:::..n a ge!'lt s , ancl t h ey 
r:cr o , i '.n my es t imation, tho men t.ha t -:·Jc r o F}D_l ty of the 
;-:iai iciou s be~ting up ::i.nd _a l l the; maJ.il:~i Ol.l f~ agi tn.t i on i n 
·t.hc · c~·L·:1p , becc:m;:,o the police f orc·c r:ou1d not pe:-,.ni t any· 
<lec cmt Amcr ican- h01·n J:.~~ tJai1Cs c to t..~.ke part:, bc C.J.u su he 
might o~'"Pose s ome of t!1e.~. r und·"er-cover · work . ir 

, . 

At th-J t ime of Mr. To1·:nscnd 1 s prGscncc i n Poston, 'ther e· ~·1e-re t hroe 
cvacue~ _ o~f~~ur.s i n ch_a:r; .. g.d . o_f t:1c~: P?-~icu _ dcpet~:t1wrn~ s in .tho t hr ee unit s. 
Al l of . ~hesc men r cr c lhso~ ·' · or 11Jner2.cnn - born; Jth1e::ri can-educ~ted J :1pane se. 
Tho offj .. c er s · '~rho·· assist ed t h,ep and °. ~-.r?o ·hel 6 t he rank of Capt a i n or 
Lieutenant in tho · loca l police departments ' vror·o· ?..11 Ni sei J;:-~pancse; 
only. onn o~ the~~ had ever been . t o J apan a t a ny ,t i mn. This man hold 

' t ho r ank·_ of . Ca.p~hinr ·-J~if t _ho poli cci d epartment of "Uni t T~.:;o · and hiG loyal• 
ty a..."1d · abi1i ty 'Yror ·d tlhque s t.ionn blE~ . . A £ ew Ki boi v-.·cr E! taken in t o ea.ch 
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f"f the poliea depa.rtmc.mts as patrolmen, rarticu!..arly because 
of thAir ability to · speak J A.pancse and to deal "!·d .. th sqmc of 
the ·older e\"8.cuees y.]10 had c\ifi'icui ty unt.:'..erst:::i.nd i ng En~;lirih. 
These men ·vrcre picked very carofully, a.nu there ha E never been 
any indication that any of them v1:ire involved j.n troubloma.kinG 

··· or subversive activities. 

As to the testimony regarding the wrnan traininG of any 
of the young m~n e:r.iployad as j_:>olicemcn in Poston, Mr. Ernest 
L. Miller, D5.r1Jct6r of PolicE: a.t Poston, r()ports that "nuch 
information has never been for.-;ar0.ed to me and I have to date 
soen no i1ractioc 1~~hich ·rouJ.d ir.dicatc: any such trail-ling. I 
Jtight add that, h'lving $pent some :Jonth ~' in Gcrmirny :.:n 1936 
and si.i.rveyoo. Nm.d po}.ico p:-;:-actj_ccs , I 3.111 thoroughly f amiliar 
·with Gernan methods of tra.iYd:1g unc~ mc:~nncr:toms, nnd l hc:~vo 
never .. seC::n n:n.y evidence; of :-:uch t:. .. c.ininr; or contact among r..ny 
of the Jap~nese in Pos ton. 11 

20. Page '3J 

Question: 

Ans'lhrcr: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Comment 

"Who i~ the ho~ of thA .cducntion departnont o.t 
·· Poston~ " 

"Do you kr.ow ri.nything about Mr. C :-iry 1 s bA.ckgronnd.?" 

11Yes. M:r. Cary and mof~t of the Caucasian staff 
were imported from Honolulu, and ho was the 
principe.l of tho ;Jic.I~inley High Cchocl tht:;re." 

Out of a tot'J.l oi' eig~1ty.-t'hrec CP-ucc sian school personnC;l 
at Poston, four (including Dr. Cary) ~vcre previously omployed 
in Honolulu. 

-
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Comment 

11-a 

ni:··ell, Dr. Cary and his assistant, I:Iiss--
h0r name has slipped my m5.nd -- they drovv 
up the plan of education and put into 
Gffcct, and tho t0xtboo!cs wero ordered--
part of them rrere shipped in frora HonolUlu 
and part of them wore ordered t rirough the 
Echool Board in Los Angeles, and then a 
numb0r of them were secured from various 
.other schools throughout southGrn California. 
They 1-:ero discarded school books that we 
r:8re a sked to go out and pic!c up, and I had 
a letter from Dr. Cary asking me to pick up 
textbooks from a t l east eight or ten G.iffcrcmt 
c ommuni tics a1' 01111d Cnlif ornit.:1 .• 11 

The first orders for textbooks were t aken from tho 
official textbook lists used in the Indian SeFvice. Shortly 
aftor Christman, the l;.;ay v.-as . cleared to p1rrchasc tcxtbool'.:s 
through tho local procurement office. All text boc ks usod arc 

. standard texts, used by om:· American public schools, u.nd lJrinted 
by reputc:ble printine · houses. Nono of tho tc~-::tbooks VT2.s secured 
through tho Lor:: An[:.clcs school au.thori ties. · No tc~tbooks v.1er e 
shipped in from Honolulu.. Fift~ thousa nd textbooks l'!Gro donated 
to tho schools by tv1cl ve C r::.lif ornia school districts. 

22 • }'age 3 9 

"The Chairman: 

11 The vri tno ss : 

1rras there a ny produce raised arow1d the 
camp and used thoro ?11 

There r:asn 1 t ~.·:hen I l eft there. If there 
r--as , it i.:~7a s put in there ~inco. 
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CC!m1lsnt 

In addition to products har.vested and used from seventy-t\<10 
acr es farmed within the residential blocks between the ba_~acks, there 
were 89 , 720 pounds of vegetab~es harvested on the acreage farmed by 
the .Agricultural Division up to Jan~Jary 1 , 1943. Since t hat tL~e, 
agricultural production has been increased so that on June 1 , 1943: 
there was a total of 228 acres being farmed in addition to t he a creage 
in the blocks. The June -first report shows a total of 901,896 pounds 
of sixteen different types of vegetables harvested by the agricultural 
depart.JJ.en t . 

23 . Pages 47- 82 

Most of the last half of Hr . Tovmsend' s t 'estimony is devoted· to 
a lurid and irnaginativ~ description of what Townsend calls a riot at 
Poston Center during the period from November 18 to Nmrember 24, 1942 . 
He states that government property was destroyed, that a violent mob 
took pcssesdon of the center , that the lives of the admini strative 
personnel were endangered , etc . 

Comment 

A number of his .'1£>0Cific statements are dealt with in detail 
below. However, it should be pointed out that there was no riot at 
Poston, no violence or destruction of e overmnent property , and no harn1 
to Caucasian employees or their . families . . .. _. 

Camp I at Poston experienced during the period. in question a 
sit-a.own strike , accompanied by a demons"!ire.tion a nd mans r;;.eeting-s of 
evacuee representatives . Thi s was not a unffied pro - .Tapanes·e movement 
a s lT. Tovmsend has represented . In fact, Camps II an d. III were in no 
way affected by tha incident . Only a part of t he activities at Ca:m.p I 
were suspended by the strike. Es sential services were mai ntained , and 
while there was conside~able tense~e ss for a time in the relations be 
tweer.. evacuees and the administra t i ve staff over the gr ievances which 
were in question , ~p.ere was no violence or disorder . 

Im.~ediatc cause of the strike and demonstratio~ wa s the arr0e. t 
of t wo evacuees suspected of having be&teil other evacuees . Leaders of 
the striking evacuees insis t od that the two held were i nnocent , that 
ttey were held. more than s eventy- t w·o hours without char gas , and t ha t 
they shoul d be given 9. trial under the r ogulations of the Co1~"nur.i t y 
Council . Act ually , in t he judgmen·~ of compe-tent observers wl:o Lave in
ve stigated t he s trike t horoughly, the protest.abGut the nrrost of the 
t wo evacuees was merely the immeO.iate ca11s e of the disturbance which had 
its origin in many cauees, 8J!iong them bitterness resulting fran e-v-a c·J.
ation , inability of tho Authority to provide s chool buildings , heat inr, 
stoves for t he barracks , and other faciliti es ~hi ch had been promiEed 
a t t he ti1:1e of evacuat ion , frustration resulting from t he disco1dorts of 
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camp life, a nd similar causes. Agi tation by actual pro-Japanese persons 
may :t.ave contribr;.tec, but thore is no evidence that it :7<-.s a particu 
larly in~portat:.t factor in tho illcident . 

va th reg::1rd to th.; sonsatL:md ~apart bf the strH:e ; recentcd by 
r,::r_ .. 0 Toliilsond, t l:1e following statsment was signed by sixt:T-one cmp::..oye s s 
and rt: ernbers of emplcye~-s 1 fa.I" ilies who l i ved at Poston Camp I tli..roughout 
the strilce: 

tt ~Te , the unclersign1::d, ere living ir.. Poston , Arizona 
in barrt!cks or hoilses prov2.dei by the .;ov8rr .. mer.t for "\;ho 
a&uinist:::ative Etaff employed by the Colorado Rive r r:ar ' 
Relocation Pro.iect , Theee r:_uarters 2.re locat0d in Blo~k 
3·1 of Unit 1, which is fnsic1e the cor.:pom:.d of the Colorado 
River War Roloca-t:i.on rroject . ViG further certif~,,- tha t we 
W8!'8 OCCUpy-i ng the s e Q.Ur>.rt :n•s in r;cverrber, J 942, Gt 'l1t.h ich 
tirie .!chere rtas a G.istur";:;ance in Uni·t 1 of } 03tcn.. 

"There have C.?en several c i1P_:rge.s fl.n d. c..lJ.eg8.tiOJJ.8 , mG..c:.Le. 
Ui.1de J.." oath , such a c; the 'pocr c:irnrlet on coFer~_ng Ca '1casian 
employees, (were} .standj_ug i.roun1. 1 i l.::e ~·~·hi; pe5. c> .. il G.ren, 
lucky to be sp2red and a llov;e1 t J 1 i -ve f' ron hot~r t o l~. O"J.I' 

with am.bu.lances f:.llod wit:1 disg uiSJd sol h ers 1·\Ti t~ r. ·::i .. ct_ino 
guns guardirlg t helr sleo:p 30 th.at t he:;- v10-..1l6. not 't:e 
s:!.a usht ered or h:J.rr etl as hourly t hrer'. tened,.' -y,-e 1·;i '>ll t o 
t ~'3stify that ther o was no t crrcri: :m 8r -.-·io;_e.nce :--, t o. ny 
;tir:,e; .. nor ··ae.re -,,.ta i afral:@.; of h06:il: . .- injury v.t .iny t i:.'!e: 
To furt her subste .. nti~te this , 'tho...:e uf U"' ·:Jj t ~1 c i1il:lren 
felt &t ease t c hG.VG 01.i::· c :-;.iL!.re:'1 r 3mei n. in ::octun t~To:..~gh

ont the disturbe.:1.ce. We contin.u:-_,d t0 .n.ov a f .rA6L' , through
o it the ca"l.p in t he courDe of OUl" r eGulr1.r c:.ss2-g;.1ad. du.ties ,. " 

Ti1e best ev idence showing ·the faJ_[,i t:-/ o: t 3.:..e. ;...:.ta ten~e r:.. t.:3 1~ . Tov;:1-
senC. presented to the cornui·t t ee , !1m\1·eve!', is :/l'Ovid .d by Trncn..se .nd hir..
s eli' . During t he ntrike Townsand be .; amo e=iotionJ.lly UJ_Jset. HE: SlJI'ee.d 
wil6. rumors amo:i: .. g h is a dlninistret i v e a mwciates: ;. t the be i ght of tte 
str·ike he l stt hi3 :post of duty without e ut:r.orj_zatio:l a:id v1ent to Los 
An~elcs . He returned to Poston ~b0ut November 29. On December l, 1942, 
T'?wnsend v.~s.s interviei;-:-ed by the P:-:-oj8ct Directer, Wade Eead. Thore 
follovm a stenot;raphic tram::cr:pt of th3.t ) ortion of the intervi ev.r 
bearing upon the period of -Che 2t:dk0: 

He3.d: 

Townsend: 

11 G:>od. morning , Mr . TowLser:.d . 

t•Good F.or:inc. I just got yc111r n:elilcrs..r_dur:: and 11.·a:at to 
d.iscus3 it vri th yo·-I. P~ease l .:.; t c?e a polog ize f er ny 
actions during thG st:rike . ! i:J.us t t:ive hea:ri s o U1) set I 
6.~dn't realiz e wr-3.-t I v:a s doing~ I v1r-s c,fr.2id t hat I 
e nd the other employees vwre go::..rn?; to be slnug:i.tsred by 
the Ja::i s . 
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"Mr. Townsend, if you do not mind, I am going· to ha va 
notes kept on, this conversation; inasmuch as your.actions 
of the last few days have been such tha t they cause me to 
doubt your honesty an¢ reliability·. . no· you object? 

Townsend.: "I don 1 t blame you for wanting a record of everything I 
have to say. 

Head: "Now, Mr. Townsend, you said you were frightened; did 
you actually see, personally, any signs of violence on 
the part of the people or the destruction of any govern-
ment property? · 

Townserid: "Since having time to calm dcwn I realize that there was 
no sign of violence, and now that the trouble has been 
settled and I .have had time to look around, it is easy to 
see the crowd 'friust have been ·peaceful all the tim:e 

Head: 

and there W3. s no sign of any drJ.mage to any government 
property. 

"Do you considar that sufficient reason for. leaving 
the proj0ct .and failinr; your duties &1ring the ti1ne of 
trouble? 

Townsend: "I don't know what I meant. I lost my head, I guess. 
I would have done more harm t~n good in t :Ciat condition." 

11.r. Townsend: " ••••• •The M. P. ts were not allowed to be in 

Comment 

uniform on· our side of the highway, so Captain Dougher
ty took the hospital ambulance and .mounted machine gilns . 
on it, and set _the ambulance at the rear of our Cauca
sian sleeping q_uarters, with soldiers in civilian clothes 
to keep the Japanese from approaching the barracks and 
burning them up, as they said they would.· And we were 
only con~fortable when those ambulances were sitting out 
there. But they were not in uniform." 

Th~ hospital ambulance was in the charge of the Chief Medical · 
Of fie er of the center and was. at no time used by. Captain Dougherty or 
any other off icer of the M. P. company. No machine guns were mounted 
on it. It wa s not stationed in the rear of the Cauca si an sleeping 
quarters and was not manned by soldiers of t -Oe United Stat es Army, 
either in uniform or in civilian clothes. Captain Dougherty was not 
at Poston during the strike but had b8en transferred from this statiom 
several days prior to the period in question. 
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25. Page 51 

Mr. Tovmsend: "Now, I don't lmow that I mentioned. it in· here, but 
there are ave~ one thousand .Japunese soldiers and 
Japanese officers in that carnp and I have talked to · 
them and havo been told very definitely about their 
program., :that this group of men on Terminal Island ... 
were in .that category . And they will tell you if you 
ask them. They are the most indifferent fellows. If 
you ask them, 'vlere you fellows .organizing on the West 
Coast?' they say, · 'yes , 1·ve ' had our -program all set 

Comment 

.up . ' .. I have . asked . them, · '~!hat were you going to do?' 
· and the answer was , 'As soon as our soldiers came over , 
we were going to help them.' They . tell you right off 
that they were ... going to v~in the war . And that .is the 
tY'Pe of man that is .drilling over. there almost daily in 
military tactic's, right under· our noses in that camp . 
They drill tnen: in various ways , but still drill them, 
and they are ma.king soldiers out of them , and they are 
not kidding· .. about it . They don ' t even presume to hide 
it . 

"For ; ~nstf:.nce, I can tako you down to an admiral doW:n 
there . ire w:J.s our chof in Camp 3 . I can't quite recall 
his name . I talked to him . I 1.--now he was an admiral 

. in. the Japanese Nayy, end he was running a f-ishing boat 
a~ San Pedro. I said to. him , 'Is . ~t a fact that your 
boats 1!J'~re equipped · for military puXposes? ' "He said,. 
' Yes , all of our boats were equipped so we cculd 
convert them. ' He said that all the Japanese fis~ennen 
are military men . 1 He is a fine Jap , if you can sfemacli 
~hat sort . oi' stuff . ·~ · J .: ,., . • . . .. . . . . 

This .story is entirely without foundation. It is significant 
that Mr~ Tqwnsend had not reported such e. situation while he was em
pioyed. at .Poston and has presented absolutely no evidence in support 
of his statements. Specifically, he has not supplied the name of the 
alleged admiral . · 

26 . Page .!5J?_ 

Mr. Tmmsend: "•••••• Schools closed , the hospital was or~ered to 
close by the mob, but remained open against orders ........ " 



- 16-

Comment 

Schools w&re not closed . Two teachers out of 101 in Comp I dis
missed cla. sses the afternoon of Novemtar 18 . The n6xt day, and all re 
maining days of the sti·ikc, o.11 clas ses wero in session . Cemps II and 
III were at no time affected by the s trike . Th~re was no interference 
with t he omploy0es of the hospital or with the operation of the hos -

. pital in any manner wha tsoever . 

27 . Page 2Q_ 

r.-:r . Tovmsond : "How tha t condition c~ne about because the mi :!_k truck 
ca.l'Jle in, t~nd thu J a:pane-se met the milk truck . It was 
d.ri\ron in by truck o.nd tra iler from the Golden States 
Da i ry, ~:nd the dr i"frnr v.~as in tho h&bi t of taking tho 
min: directly to the ~·rarehouses . They met the :milk 
tr-u~ck Ctlld jU1~1ped en the truck and diverted it," 

Question: ·"Was there a. white man dri vir.g the truck ?" 

Answer : "Yos , tho Goldan Stutes Duiry deli...-ery man , driving a 
refrigerator truck. ;rre · r~fused to drive the truck 
over to t he croup , so th0y started to unload the truck , 
and did unlou?- the t:ruok and st~ .. rted to throw 1 t out . 
I wen·t into the dispatcher ' s offic0 , end there wa.s a 

• carton of rr .. ilk t:r..rmrn through the l'i indow." 

Comment· 

Elsevihere I'--'!r . Tovmsend says " ca ses of :milk were dumped and car 
to~l.S of milk throvm at everyone on the rlighvmy and around the can p . " 
Tho Golden Sta t e s Dai1~y Company den i ed that p~rt of this statement 
having to do with f:topp ing e.nd ·diverting tho milk truck . With regard 
to the rest of the story_, we· have the following statemGnt from. Dr . 
Edward H. S]! icer , a member ·or the adrainistre.tive st :1ff at Poston : 

" I went over to the motor noel a bout ? : 00 P .M. on 
November 18. Hr. Townsend and t he Truck Dis:pr.tcher vrnre 
t her o . I.tr . Tovms end in an exci t cd n a.mwr told me tha t 
two CH S G s of milk had been dunpod s omey;hE:re in camp a nd 
tha t & can of miU: 1'.r-~d been thrown through the window of 
the Truck Dispatcher ' s of-fico . · Dr • Leir:hton , who was with 
me., a sked i.:;1 ~ :1re t he milk can vms . Mr . Townsend poi:r..ted to 
a cardboard quart carton about t h irty feet from the Dis
patcher's office . It WE'. S om:p-ty l ying on the ground , and 

~ there wa s no ev idence of milk having boon spilled around 
it . It e.p_0eared to have bu on tossed there er:pty. There 
wa s no evidence of any window hav ing been broirnn by this 
or any other milk container. " 
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Mr. Townsend: "At 9:00 o'clock, in fro:it of the Caucasian barracks, 
the chief of the fire Cl.epa.rtment and his assistant -
the chief of the fire clepartment, ~,lr. Fien, and his 
assistant, lAr. Vfoodhouse, were accostad by a group of 
,Tapnnase police:nen o.nd a fight started because the fire 
departnent c .:~ r had been driven into a part of the camp. 
It was necessary for more than a dozen Caucasians with 
pea-shooters to eo out and stop the attempt made by the 
police departreent to oeat up the fire chief and his 
first assistant. This created a considerable disturb
vnce, And it was t~ou~ht it would·be necessary to move 
the Cauca si an p -Jrsonn•jl over to the military quarters." 

· C'imment 

The fire chi -?:' aad his assist:mt vmre stopped while driv:ing in 
excess nf the speed limit through V1e Jlrnject area by evacuee policemen 
on traffic duty. They were not molestsd; there was no fi gl:t; and it 
was not necessary for other :idJninistrati.ve personnel to r8scue them. 

:-. Mr. Tewnsendi 

Comment 

' . ,, 
"~ •• -~- . · ••• One o! the mest disturbing thilJ.gs was the 
removal of our fla gs· from all parts of the cam;1 and the 
need of our C[mcnsians putting up the large flag at the 
offic 1~, under thr9ats that it would be r emoved, with 
all replaced by th·3 'Tiising Sun.' 

"Lnudspoaker:J, stolen from the warehouses, had been 
instal led, and durine day and night the Japanese national 
anthem was heard through the l ength .:ind breadth of the 
camp, with wild cheers and loud demonstrations toward 
setting fire to the whole camp, which they had threatened 
to do if the military forces were brought in, o.!" crossed 
the hi&;hway. That is the way they .!~mt it. 11 

Elsewhere in his testimony Mr. Tovmsend states that the American 
flag was taken down and the Japanese flag flovm. We have affidavits 
from eight r esponsible officials of the Poston Center that the tw• 
.American flags which customarily were flown over Camp I were flown all 
day and every day during the period of the strike, November 18 to 24, 
~nd thereafter. No guard was placed over either flag and neither was 

--lllwered except at the customary hour of sunset. 
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. Vlith regard to t:t:e assert:t~n that t~c -~a.,an8se flag was flpwn 
during the str.l,:ke· ar:.d that the c!apanese nat:l.onal .anthem was play,3d 
over .a l.t>udspe,:lker ~ystem, we hCJve posi ti V'e evidence that .. the claim 
is without foundation. Includ.ed in the 0vidence is the following 
statement frorn F.ather Clement, l'f . M., of .rarker, Ari:&cmai 

"This is to make known c-md to testify that in the 
recent mass meetings of the strike, which were held at 
Bleck #28 in Poston, the banners and flaps that were used 
and seen, were signs to signify merely' the . presence . ~.r 
represe'ntativ·es of the different blocks of the camp, and 
in no way were these flags or hanners used to denot.e a 
pro-Axis . sen~:iL1ent .• 

"Likewise, in regarri to Japanese music that was 
played tJver the pu'Qlic address system at these me~tings, 
there was no martial or Jape.mes(-) patriotic. music played. 
·rt has been alleged, howevclr, t":at one song, "Aikoku-Ko
Shinkyoku' Uslrnlly pl[.yed. for dep~.rt ing s,.,ldiers had been 
piayed. This can be readi.' -.- e~plain0d, ·howev'3r 1 by the 
fact that it is my certain : ·~no ·'1. s ·i r · tliat miners who could 
not read Japanese titles, sel~cted r ecords ttt randC'm, from 
the large assortr:i.ent which j_n~luded t his re~ord • 

11 .As Cl: Catholic priest and.' cha".Jlain worldn2 for the 
welfare and morale bf the whQle carnp; · r · t~ atify · that r' 
have neither seen the Japanese flag used, 'nor heard martial 
music plnyed dur,inp . the recent e.merg•mey. · Fr~n having in
terview~d many Jopanese, I do not belie,re that such music 
has be~n played, nor the J~pane ~e flag ·displayed. 

(Signed) Fath~r Clement, M.M. 
. · O·~aryk!loll Missioner) 

Parker, Ariz?na 11 

30. Pa~~ ·. 65 . ----... ...,_ ..... .. .. . 

"Mr. Townsend: "About 12:00 o'clock midnight on the third da,Y of mob 
c~ntrol about 200 6f the mob advanced to th~ mot~P 
poC'l, where .they reach:~d the highway a~ross from· the 

. p.,ol. They were ho.lted by the M.P., .and ad.vised they 
were not all~wed to cross the highway, · They started tr1 
move forward, and the M.P. fired <'tvcr their hea,ds. His 
orders were to fira over their hends, and then int~ them. 
He was at once supportf3d by another M.P. with cl machine 
gun, The mob that had n0.vance~ in regular milita~y wedge 
formation stbpped, and i .. 1 a. f0w . ffi;i_nutes the entire M. F, 
company was there in trucks with fixed bayonets ready 
for action~ The Ja_ 3 rotre~t0d. 
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"....... • • Standing beh.ind the J.' .P., seeing the deter
rr.il\ed look and the :bn.rnediate resp1~mse of his huddles, all 
heavily armed, and th •3 angry mob facing their first set
back, defiant aad ugly but .still without a l eader, make 
things look pretty near a crisis." 

Comment 

With regard to the above, we have i: :.1e following statement by 
Mr • . Ernest L. Miller, Chief ·or Inter·.nal Security, and Hr. Leonard L. 
Nelson, Unit I Administrator, Poston: 

"On the night of November· 18th, about ll:QO P.U., 
Chief Kiyoshi Shigekawa and si~t" of his men came to the 
administration building and aslrnd if it would be possible 
to get a no th e r truck for patrl">l. V/hile the Chief was in
side discussinp. the matte r wi~)~ Chief of Internal Recnrit:V 
JHller and Actirif Project Director :Cvans, the six boys ap
parently thought they might as well go and pick up the 
truck, as they must hav0 been over-confident that the truck 

· w.1uld be given to them. 1\..r"".'. L. L. Nelson was walking toward 
the motor pool r~ t this tic . au .i e . .... the police approacbing 
the·M.P. guard stationed in front c~ t he pool. There were 
four or five M.r.is standing by the pool and, a weapon car
rier loaded with six or · eight .:rwre s')ldiers drove up at 
this moment. The soldiers orde red the police to halt which 
they did. They said they were from the police department 
and were sup:nosed to pick up a truck. The soldier told them 
r..et to come across th0 roC;id but th c~:r started to .cross. They 
said it was a ll rieht as the;r had pijrr~J.s-sion. One M.P. shot 
over their heads and t he -policemen ran back to the administra
tion building." 

Mr. ·Townsend: " , ••••••• Many of the Caucasians had left with their 
families, who had been confined to t h~ir barracks." 

Con1l'Ilent 

Mr. T~wnsend, himself, is the only r-;mployee definitel~r known to 
have left his post of duty on the project durin "\ the strike. 

32. Page 67 

Mr. Townsend: "···-····' And at 8:15 t he goon sqtiad went into the 
barracks of one o.f the ,Japanese informants that had 
been workinr. with the F. ::~.I. and the young man being 
absent:, this goon squad beat up his mother and father 
to a point wh.er'7~ th --y were nat expeQted to live, 
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breaking the arm and artkles of the father, and breaking 
both arms and fracturing the skull of the mother, and 
bruising her in nearly every portion of her body." 

The Chairman: "Do you have the names of those Japanese?" 

~r. Townsend: "I have in the records some place." 

The Chairman: "How long did they remain in the hospital?" 

Mr. Townsend: "I went in to see them the following morning after this 
had happened, or, I went in the next evening, and the 
next morning or about mid-day the following day there 
were other victims put in the hospital, and these people 
had disappeared." 

The Chairman: "In two days they had disappeared from the hospital?" 

Mr. Townsend: "Disappeared from the hospital." 

The Chairman: "Did you ever see them afterwards at the camp?" 

Mr. Townsend: "No, I never saw them, and the riot followed soon after 
that, because this squad, this goon squad, went out and 
wanted to beat up everybody that had given any informa
ti~n t9 tf1ese F.B.I. men .. 11 • 

Comment 

The followine information is taken f:rom the records of the 
hospital concerning all patients submitted to the Hospital as a re~ 
sult of the beatings in question: · 

Name 

Seta, Francis Joe 

Kurisaki, Lyle 

Nishifilura, Kay 

Admitted ----
10-18-42 

11-1-42 

Dia f;OOsis 

Lace:eation 
of scalp 

Laceration 
of head 
Contusion 
of body 

Treatment 

Suture 
wound 

Suture 
wound 

11-15-42 Concussion Suture 
of brain wound 
Uultiple of 
laceration 

Condition on 
Discharge 

10-26-42 
Fully recovered 

11-5-42 
· Fully recovered 

11-30-42 
Fully recovered 
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Nrune . :~&ni tt c~ d 

Ya.mu.d•1 S.J.wa 11-15-42 

11-15-42 

Yamada, Hatsu.-ni 11-22- 112 

Kido, Sn.buro 1-31-43 

- 21 -

Diag~osis 

L3:c or :~.t i on 
of hi:e·~d 

L:icer3.tion 
of skull 

N0uror.is 
due; to feu.r 

C::mtusion of 
head arid 
face. L~.cGr

a.tion of h~;:id 

Suture 
10.i:::er~tio ;. 1 

Suturo 
uoun<l 

3 E. d~;._ ti 01.i. 

Suture, 
vround 

c~oncli ti on o:i.1 
. Discharge. 

11-2G-42 
:ri'ully recovered 

ll-2G-42 
Fi1lly _r c, covE:rnd 

ll-2t3-42 
Inp.rov:.:)d 

2-1 0- 43 
Fully r c covcrvd 

These patients were disc~1~1.rt:0d upon full r f3 cove.ry ;;;.nd coup l c tion of 
t~eatmcnt. During tlh~ ir stay ln tb.t_.. hospi t :.-1.l, "'J'ir.i tors 1.;-erc r ,:· stricted 
to Lwnc;,dia.to members of t):1 L f'.:llnily, polic& ,:md proj s ct officL~ls upon 
dir ect .:mt~orization of . t!~c Chit. f Mcdic :.11 OfficE-r. Striot ordc::- rs i;.;c,rc 
given th.:1.t ... 10 on t; 1•rs.s to oc E1.diliitt0d 1...XC (;pt on a pass si f).1t.~ d by th8 
Chief lvkdical Officer. .\ complvt~ r 1.-; coru of ~ 11 visitors -v·1<1 s kept. 
This r ecord :.nd·icatcs th·~t Ar. 'i10'1111u;end 1.:i.t no time visit · 'd th <::·: se pa.
tier.i.ts nor r c qucst.:;d to .risit th~m. 

33. Page 70 

:Mr. Towns end : " Thr; .rno1 h3..d U:;: <:;tl f iv-":; tlvms . .md cn.llm1S of t;p.solinc; 
th2 fi rst tw.J (hys." 

/ 

C o:n.11E. '1. t 

Du.rL1e; tht-) first t v;o d :.t,'fs .Jf the ~;trike , Nu•.Tc:nbcr 13 lL1.d .19, 
the tota l i-rnount of go.solin~ US\:;d i:n L:hit I 1'1as 1,720 f,allons. '.Lhis 
include d r;asolinu for truck;:; ca rrying suppli e s fror:i P.~r kc: r to Poston, 
distrihµtion of food u.:nd oti1c:r su pplic s i n t}:w 1~ni -~ , u:rribu l :-uiccs , 
wa.tbr -trucks, 'l...'Yl d. othor norm:;.l func tions. l'b=: co:isu.:--:lJ.:rtion of caso -
1L1.G on thE. 11th and 12th of No•n·rnbsr, t '·!O :aoriilP 1 "t ;O l'k J;.:..ys rr (; \ ··i.1 us 

to the strike, ~us 2,030 hallono. 

34. Page 75 

Mr. Tovms end: "·········· Up to do.tc th.cr o . r~::is bbe~"l no prof. s cu
tio.n for any offens o or for a ny ou tlr.r:.rry or cr i?iic in 
FUlY of the camps. On thE-: Poato:..1 b~ttlc:-fronts the 
Japs have won all bt;J.ttl~: s up to .Janut:l ry, 194~; ." 

C-0336-P24-BQ-COS-WP 



- 22 -

Corru.1ent 

Up to the present tL1e, our records indicat( that tht;re huve 
been e ight (8) men trie d in the State of ... \rizon::.. courts for state of
fenses, sevan (7) of those men i.~-src found guilty~ .d sentenced. 7here 
have al so been five ( 5) me.a taken to the Fcde1 .. ·:_l courts in Phoenix, 
Arizona, tric:d for Feder.:41 off::mses, a~~i convicted. This numbe r do ;:; s 
not, of court:>e, include persons tri~d on \:he project for vioL1tions 
of project rules :ill.d. rc~:J.latlons, or pE;rsons tre..nr.f erre d to interm11c:1t 
camps becauso of evidc~~1ces o.r loyalty to Jar>an or be c:.i.us e the ir 0.0-

ti vi ti 17>.s were such tl-1at t,heir prcs1;;nc0 wn.s detrim~:mt ·.:tl to the ".'ie lfaro 
of the project. 

35. Page 76 

Q.ue st ion : 

.:ill S".:fer: 

Question: 

.:\n1;3wer: 

Que.stion: 

Answur: 

Que~tion: 

,\nswcr: 

Comment 

"How r:any co-c::.i.llc.d ple'.isurt-. aars d5_d you havo at 
Poston?'' 

"Aboat 70 or 30." 

"Were they f'.l ll owned by- thn govE·rruncnt?" 

";Lll Govvr1'!l'WOnt ::wdru.:. r.." 

"Gove rnment s 0dnns. Yfi:,- r(: thos :: automobiles used by 
the J n.pw.:.€-Se ut night?" 

"Exclu::;ively." 

"'7~11at did tnc.y usi-:: them for?" 

"Fle a.sure, rur.1.ning around the.: c u...~p in tha r omoto areas, 
i'or scooters, and pl ayir.i.[. a round, as -irould be oxp0·~t c d. '1 . . 

FroT!l t1w bLgin:ai11g u.otor cquipm:jnt han bcc.::r1 hw:1<ll c. d at Po~ton 
tli.rough a cm1traliz ·,;d laoto:r pool, 14":i... th p 11 :.;; scuccr c irs on p0rr,1a.acnt as
si gnm0n t o~::.ly to the polic (j forc 0 , thG h o ::;pi ~i-l. l, :-i: ... 1d or5 or t vrn key 
J.t.iminist rativu p ·.;rson s. Tht:.r (; is abs.:>lutc ly L O four::.d :J.tim~ f'or the 
stu.tumo~1t tha"t ev::rnucus were.. ~ .. Ilm;;-.:.: d to u.s c of fie ial cars ut night 
or at any othm~ time for pl1.,,, a;;:ur ; Jri -..ring. 

36. Pr-1ge 76 

Mr. Tmms end: " By pooling th o truck~ , \~s :;;1v0d 1 1 775 zo.llons of 
g.rnolinc in tho first we ekend, Sd.turduy ni p)it~ Sundc.y 
and Sund.~y ,1ight, a..."l.d continuod to save 1 1 000 callon s 
p c; r day, by n.ctun.l pump records. Thr.~t is b;/ the trucks 
that were l :r.-1.poundc d. Then l a.ter on, if. you ;;ro.nt to 
bring in tho curs, w ;:; did th0 S ·:iim; th.ing a.."l.d saved 300 
ga.l lons a <l.ay -t:y t..:lkin~ the cars :.twa.y from thom." 

\ . . 
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Comment 

The assertion that 1,000 gallons of gasoline per day were 
saved by establishfog a pool s~rstcm while Mr. Tovmsend V'B.S at the 
center has no foundation of fact. 

· 37. Page 77 

Question: 

An&wer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

"Whi]e you were at Poston did the Japanese who were 
interned there make automobile trips to visit t !1eir 
relatives and friends :i.n the Midwest and East?" 

"They did, with written orders by Mr. Head to supply 
them with transportation." 

"What was the reason for these tri ps?n 

"Any excuse. Sicknees in the families or for the 
purpose of looking after a sold automobile t hat 
payments had not been made on, being unable to make 
collections on crop sales or various agricultuxal 
ideas, and for any miscellaneous excuse . the Japanese 
were allowed to take government equipment and make 
trips up to 2~500 miles, using government credit cards~" 

The Chairmant "All their mm cars had been left at their homes by 
the evacuees?" 

The Witness: "Oh, yes. They didn't ha .. rn their own cars, except 
those which we leased ~rom t hem, you see o 

11 

The Chairman: "And they useO. the government equipment?" 

The witness: "They used to' use t hem, these big sedans, and drive 
them into these metropolitan centers out t here. With 
soldiers sitt ing out there in the dP- sert and seeing a 
load o :~ Japanese going by in the big government cars 
and giving the boys a big horselaugh-. It was terrible, 
and is still going onj but not . quite so viciously,because 
the camp has been under quarantine." 

Question by Mr. Steedman: 

"You say that some of the cars traveled as high a3 
2,500 miles. Did the speedometers i ndicate that when 
they returned?" 
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Comment 
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nyes. In starting_ them on the t r ip it was usual to g17e 
them a credi t card and to keep a complete r ecord, so we 
tock the speedometer reading upon . their leaving and upon 
their returning." 

No evacuee has ever been allowed ~o take a government car on a 
trip outside the project on personal business. No evacuee has 
ever been authorized to use a. governmen·~ credit card. Evacuees 
have in s ome inst9.llces been taken to 1.os Angeles ::md Phoenix .for 
special medical treatment, or fer similar purposes involving 
serious emergency. In all such cases the -evac~ees were accom
panied by Caucasian escorts. On two occasions, March 20 and 
June 3, 1943, Thomas ~1asuda was. sent in a govormnent car from 
Poston to Ph0enix, Arizona, to transact official busi.~ess for 
the center 1"!ith officials of the State • Since he entered no 
restricted zone,. he mado the tri}E without escort. 

During the period Mr . Towu send wa s employed R.t Poston, 
no e,.mcuee i.vas permitted to l eave the proi oct area 71ithout an 
escort.. No trip of as r.iuch as 2, 500 miles ha s been taken from 
Poston in a government car, except one unauthorized trip to 
Oklahoma City which Mr. Townsend , himself, took without the 
knmvledge .. .or permission of the Project Direct;or. 
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