








"Certain government officials responsible for sdministration
of the WRA havi lost sight of the fect that America is at
war, th=t America has enemies, and the Javaness in and out

of America are as much our cnemies s any other Axis peoples.”

(Dircet quot&tion attributed to Rep. J. Pernell Thomas in
a United Press dispatch from Los Angelss dated May 19).

Comment: The War Relocation Authority has not lost sight of these facts
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and has no intention of doing so. Our belief, howsver, is that
all loysl Americens and lew-abiding zliens =~ regerdless of
ancestry -- should be given & chance to contribute their ener-
gies and skills in the battle of production. Ws elso bslieve
that unwarrented confinement of our people of Japanese descent
gives the Jepznese government a powerful propoganda weapon to
use in convineing the peoples of the Orient that the United
Stztes is conducting & recisl war. ’

The Committee wants to know why the psrsonnel of the WRA includes
nany members of orgenizations vhich have bu:n cherscterized as
communistic by the Degpartment of Juystice.

(Statement sllegsdly made by a "spokesmen" of the Committee in en

interview purported by the Los Angeles Examiner from Washington
on Msy 20),

Bomment: All amployses of the Var Relocation Aathority asre investigated
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as & regulzsr procedure by the Office for Emergency Managersnt
Investigations Division. One copy of the investigation re=-
port is sent to the Ver Ralocstion Aathority end another to
the Civil Service Commigsion. X

In all ceses where the Civil Service Commission considers an
employee unfit to work in a war sgency, the WRA is informed
of this fact snd ordered to terminate the employee. Of the
employses so far terminsted under this procedurs by the
Authority, none have been dismissed beczuse of affiliation
with a subversive organization. In fact, our review of the
investigstion reports has not revealed a single employee of
the Authority who holds membership in any orgernization con-
sidered sulversive by the Department of Justice,

(a) Many Japanese released-from relocation centers have
besn treined in espionags snd sabotsge, in a school
operzted in Tokyo by the imperislistic BElack Drzgon
Society how to carry out & progrem of destruction
in the United Ststes in the event of war;

(b) The school was known as the North American school of
Military Virtue;
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1i3t, we hope that it will be made available to us at
the earliest possible Gate in order thet we may use it in
connection with the investigetion previous to the grant- .
ing of indefinite leave.

9.

The Scattle Post~Intelligencer service, in a story from Washington dated
Mey 23, reportsd thzt the Committee was ervanding its investigstion to
include the following points:

§a) A roport thst the WRA is nlanning to import Japsnese
evacuees from South Amsrican allied countries for eventual
release ip the United Stetes alter pasriods of nominal con-
finement in relocation centers.

(b) The formal report of investigetors that disloyal
Japanese gt the Rivers Reloeasion Center, Arizona have
i srupted attempts to maintain camouflage net factory

here.,

{c) The coincidsnce thet a rscently raported Japensse
invasion plen rentions contemplation of use of
10,000 Jeparese Americans, while szlmost execoly that
|weny names conpose a list of the Lmericen membership

I} of the Youth Moveament of the Bleck Dragon Society, the
¥orli-wide gecret society operated by the Japanese war
"office.

Comment: (a) The Authority has never contemplated any plans to
import Japanese evacuees from any South American
councry and has neither funds nor authority with
which to do so.

(b) It is true scme few of the evacuees at the Gila

River. {or Rivers) Relocation Center did attempt
to digsusde the residents froa collaborating in
the establicshment of 2 camouflege net factory at

- the project. All the evecuess known to have on-
geged in such ectivity heve been removed from the
center and sent either to internment camps or to

- an isolation center. The factory was established
according to plan and hus achieved an excellent pro- .
ducticn record.

(e} See comments on Stztements No. 7 and No. 8,

10. .
"We are not so sure thet the top directors of the WRA know
gverything that iz going on in their crgenizetion. 'Thet is
why we ere zZoing to gearch thoroughly for the origin cf the
progrem under which thousands of Japanese from the centers
are being libersted now for willy-nilly distribution ovaer the
COUDLrY ...
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we do, no doubtful ceses will be on our list.”

(b) Hone of the ten prcject directors at relocation
centers wzs recruited from the %ork Projects Adminis-
tration and none has ever favored granting indefinite
leave to evacuees Who are digloyal to the United States.

(a) Evacuee residents of one canp, receiving monthly wages

from the Vier Relocation Authority, refused to unload

coal, shipped in for their ovn use, with the result

that camp authorities Eablgyed residerts of nesby Klamath

Falls, vaying them S0 cents an hour to do the work.

(b) A& dinner was given at the Minidokn Center in bonor of

Chsrles Tgkehashi, who is under a four-yéar Federal prigon

sentence for having sold sera) iron to Jepan after a ban

wag placed on sueh aschivity. At trie dinner, George Town-

send, an assistant ¥WRkA dircctor, served ss toastmaster and

4,800 pounds of turkey wis served. At the trial of Takshashi

ané Osswa, his partner, E, R, Sprinkel of the Minidoka WRA

staff appearcd before the court and pleaded for-leniency.

Sprinkel rsturned to the center in-Tekahashi's Usdillac seden

driven by Tskahashi. Takalieshi hes been slloyed to keep

his car &t the camp, using it to ¢rive to Twirn Falls daily,

although the mschins carries only an "A" sticker.

(Statements attributed to Committes investigateors, Tom Cavett
and Gene Hagberg, in a story uppearing in the Denver Post of
of May 29).

Comment :

(a) The WRA has experienced some difficulty in meintaining
coal unloading erews at a number of the relocation centers
for the obvious reasons that the work is dirty and unpleusant
and brings no more co-pensetion to the evacuees than othor,
less srduous duties. The center referred to in the story

is guite obviously Tule Lake project which is located sbout
30 miles from Klamath Fells, Oregon. The director of this
project specifically denies employing residerts of Klameth
Fells or any other community to unload ceal st any time.

(b) Uz, Harry L. Stafford, Project Director at the Mini-
doka Relocation Center, in a teletype message dated June
7, 19453, hes rade the following statements on the charges
centering around ¥r. Tgkehashi:

"No dinner tendered C. 1. Tgkehashi. Dinners referred

to and turkey vurchoses anpear confused with banguet
tendersd by administration to volunteers for United
States Army ané their parents, at which time turkey was
served .. Turkey justified for volunteers banquet on
basis thet ocur dsily mesat end Tish coats are $l,019.53,
while turkey requisition amountzd to $1,808.6Z and was
used for tvo days msking cost per dgy §904.31, or cheaper
than normal mcst expense ver day. Only other time turkey
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