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1. 

The San Francisco Examfr~r in a story .. from Washington · 18.y 11 attributed 
the fol·lowing statements to an "informant" in the offices ·of the Collll!li ttee: 

A renort to be s~bmitted by a subcommittee (of the Committee 
on~-Aie-rican Acii Yi tieST in about three veeks_;_.!ill o;ppose 
reJ9~e cf anx Jaj;ane9e whatsoever..i..:,'J\irnerJcan citizen or 
~l].0J0'ro~~r.:fJ._s~e~t. ~-!~rep~rt will insist t l'}.at 
_kn Jv!i subvf;rs_iV'3S~~~ti:mLJ.te(l to ~~more t han 25 ,000 
in t~e · ~e~+,~rs ,_2e. ta~~~~-thsj r "co~fortable envir~n­
~~--~ _pl~.9:._J-~i~].dly_£U~rded Depe.r~ri.ent. of Justice 
~ntiun camgs fo:r:· ('rJ..3r11y c.liens . 

Comment: The most significant fact about these statements is that they 
appeared in print on May 11 -- the very day the Committee 
started its investiga~ions at the Manzs.ner Relocation Center. 
If the s t atements a.re accurately reported, it would seem quite 
obvious tl:.at indivtd.ua ls di rectly connectefl. with t be investi­
g~tion had re'.:l.c:ted conclusions ancl_ formulated reco:rrmendat.iona . 
before t he inV8sti£ators had eve~ visjted a r e location center 
or requested any information from the War Reloca tion Authority. 

If the Commit.tee has evid_ence that there are more than 25, 000 
"knmm subversives" in relocati on centers, we -..a rnestly hope ·cha t 
it wiLl be turned over to the authorized invest igative agenc i es 
of -the government and to this · agency with all possible pr omptness. 
As this is ·wr:L tten, the Connni ttee has submitted to the War Reloca­
tion J\.uthori ty n.o evidence whatever in support of t hi s charge. 

2. ''Record_s of the Dies Col'.l'lil.i t.te:)e show that prior to Pearl 
Ha r"t>or J t here v;-a s a 'J~panese-America.n Veterans As soc l ati0n' 
in L os AngAl es. Ou!' inves t i gation revea led that t h :i.s was 
not rt ha:r:mless organiz .~_-:-t.~of ex-s er r:i cemr;n, but actuP l·l~r 
a di vis i on of the J apanese a::"1I!°jr-.- In J aP9.nese r ecortl.s-.:-­
which w~ hi,ve r E1 cent ly obt~ine d., the J f>.panese themselves 
cc-~ ll©d ·cbj.s or g1niza tion the Jap,anes e 3.rmy rese:rve and 
l i sted com:pe..ny conm1a.nd0rs and wh0re t.he, comm.s.nders were 
loc:it.ed. Our records a lso ·show thg,t tlfo J a:nanese hr.: d a 
comple·cely tr-? in9d info,ntr3;uni t en Termi nal Islund on 
Decemb~r 7, 1941. Why thoy d J d not r.;-~rike then I do not 
know." 

{Direct q110t.a.tion a ttibuted to Rep. J. P:J.rnell Thomas, a member . 
of the Committee, in an Associated Press dispatch from Los A..llgelee 
dated Me.y. 13) • 

Comment: Al.though this st:=ttement contains no direct charges aga inst the 
WQr Reloca tion Authority, t t does .carr y the clear ir:iplice.t ion 
thet a l a rge number of the evacuees in relocation centers con­
sti tute an P.ctj.ve mi lita ry t hreat to the United States. The 
at!< tement probribly refer to the Imperie l Vetera.ns Grcup of . 
Southern Californi a, an orgaµiz~tion centered mainly in Los 
Angeles Count~r ·in tho da.ys before Pearl Harbor. The Group was 
composed Ins.9-inly of veterans of the Russo-Japanese · War of 1904-
5 -- men well over 50 years of age. Information ava ilable to 
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us indicates that the organiz3~ion ~robnbly never had 
more than 140 members at ·any one time. ·All alien members 
loc~ted within the United States have been apprehended 
as enemy aliens and have never been· under the supervision 
of the War Reloc·ation Alithori ty. · 

3. " ... if the War RelocA.ticn Authority is in fact releas.in,g... 
thousands of the Ja,penese as routine procedure. it must 
be rele~,si:g.g many who are not loyal to the United StRtes, 
~ho would pecome distinctly danr.erous should opportunity 
present it~elf . 11 

(Part of a direct quotation attributed to a 11 spo1rnman" for 
the Committee by the Los Angeles Examiner on May 14). 

Comment: To chPracterize the leave procedures of the War Relocation 
Authority aR "routine" shows a gro!1s misunderstanding of 

4. 

those procedures and of the manner in which the Authority 
is conducting its program. In granting indefinite leave 
to evacuees, the Authority checks all availe.ble records on 
the individual involved a.t the r£.1 ocation center. If there 
is any ev ience of questionable activity, a further check is 
made 0~ the reaords maintained by the Federal investigative 
agencies. Every proper precaution ha~ been taken and is being 
taken to safeguard the nationRl securi~y. 

In a dispatch from Los Angeles on l·fay 19, the Associat.ed Press 
report~d that Rep. Thomas had teh~ra:r,>hed President Roosevelt 
urging that WR.A stou release of evaque-es from r eloca.tion centers. 
The Congressman was also reported to ha.ve commented on the case 
of a weal tby Japanese from Los .Angeles who ha.d been apurehended 
'by the FBI and sent to' Camp Livingstone,." .La. The following state­
ment. was attributed to Rep. Thomas as a direct quote: 

"It has been . reliab.ly r e;ported tha.t he (the. ·interned 
~apanese) has stated the food and wine at his camp 
. .are excellent and that he is concerned only \Arith his 
expanding waistline. Are we to relea.se this fat-waisted 
Jau while our .American bovs on Gu.adacanal are bP. rely 
receiving enough food with which t .0 keep a.li 7e ?" 

Comment: The cleA.r im-plicetion of the remark allegedly made by 
Representati~e Thoma.s is that the interned Japanese may 
well be released from Camp Livingston under the leave 
procedures of the War Relocation Authority. Camp 
Livingston is an inter~ment _ cemp ad.ministered. by the 
Department of Justice. Its inmates are in no way 
eligible to apply for leave under ~he program of the 
War Reloca: ion .Au~ority. 
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"Certain government officisl~ re·soonsible for e dministration 
of the ~"RA. l).1;1Vi~ lost sigb.t of the fact that .America is at 
war, th~ t America has enemies, end the .Japanese in and out 
of America are as much our enemies as any other Axis peoples." 

(Direct quotation attributed to Rep. J. Parnell Thomas in 
a United Press dispatch from Los A.n~elss dated May 19). 

Qomment: The War Relocation Authority has not lost si~t of these facts 
and has no intention of doing so. Our belief, however, is that 
all loyal Americens and law-abiding aliens -- regardless of 
ancestry -- should be given a chance to contribute their ener­
giae and skills in the battle of production. Wa also believe 
that unwarre:...nted confinement of our people of Japanese descent 
gives the Japanese governmant a powerful propaganda weapon to 
use in convincing the peoples of th& Orient· that tb.e United 
St&tes ts conducting a r acial war. 

6. 
The Committee wants to know why the pdrsonn_el of the ~JR.A· includes 
many memb$:i;-s of orgc.nizations v ... hioh have bt.. .:m char~ cterized as 
communistic by the Department of Justice. 

(Statement allegadly made by a ''spokesman" of the Committee in an 
intervi ew purported by the Los Angeles Exa.r.1ine:r from Washinato~ 
on May 20) .. 

8omm.ent: All amployees of the VJar Relocation Authority &re investigat e- d 
as a regula:r procedure by the Office for Emerbency :Managemmt 
Investigations Division. One copy of the investigation re­
port is sent to the ~·Jar Ralocation Atithority and another to 
the Civil Service Commi~sion. 

?. 

In all cases where the Civil ~ervice Commissi~n considers an 
em~loyee unfit to work in a war agency, the WRA is informed 
of this · fact and ordered to terminate the employee. Of the 
employees so far terminc. tad under this procedure by the 
Authority, none have been disnissed because of affiliation 
with a subversive organization. In fact, our review of the 
investigation reports has not revealed a single employee of 
the Authority who holds merabership in any orgflD.ization con­
sidered su: versive by the Departm€nt of Justice. 

(a) Many Japanese released from relo6ation centers have 
been trained in aspionage ~nd sabota.eae. in a school 
OPE!r&ted in Tokyo .by the imperialistic Blaok Drason 
Society how to carry out a pro5rem of destrnction 
in tha United States in the event ot war~ 

(b) The school was known as the North American school of 
Military Virtue; . 
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(c) Its greduates in this country .n~er 10 .. ~nC' . 

(Sta~ements ·ettrib~t~a to Robert E. · $tripling, . o~i~r Investigator 
of tiie Committee, . in an ~ dispatch from Wash:tngt,;on dated ·Mey 29 . ) . . . . .. . 

·comment ·:· · Tb~ .. ·scliool iii · 'que~tion is apparently. the Hokubei Butoku Kai 
Kodo Gakuin. which .seems · to have been ·estabiished ori the 

. o~tskirts of Tokyo some time in 1938 . Information avaUa"ble 
"to us ind.icates that this school v."as i ntensely nati ·::n c.'. ?. ~.~d c 

e. 

.. and inclu~ed a practicing he.11 f0.r Kendo, the a.rt of Japen­
.es.e fencing~ .. The Dean ·of the schoo·l· wus Takichi Nakamura , 
lead.ins Kendo e~per.t of J&pan. Tr.e sports'.)-r ·of ·the school 
\A1as the Mil-i tary Virtue 5ocie.ty or- Nor=bh ·k te: .. ica, a group 
organized in Jc.pan- to inculcate the J f4. ~ic:-. nee e :spirit. over­
seas . Some ti pie during lv'~P..rch · J193? ,· · N&ka.mu::-a ·tss1rnd a 
"Manifesto on :th~ Enlargement of the Let i vi t.i- es of the 
~ili tery Virtue Society of North . .America" c.t~ San Pedro , 
California. Tb.is Manifesto oouteins the following infor­
matl.,o?!: 

""Within the last several yea.rs,- m~ny meI!i.b~!"s of 
our 'Mili tar·y ·Virtue Sociity havs 60n€.~ to japan 
rm~ study, but' their record tias not been . v~~y . 
good . Iri feet , t here ·werf\. ·many who returned \~1ith 
bl:)d habi t s • •.• Uot only did these· N1sei, who went 

. to. Japa~, f~il -~?- e;:-a.sp the J"c.:~:: ar.:.e£e spiri-t or· · · · 
- gain .. anything , but m&.ny of them r eturne~ to_ the .. 

United States defi r.:itel y disaffected . " 
. . .··· 

The War Relneation .Authority h as made a rather careful study 
ot the number of .Arn.eric1::.n~born Japar-ese in r e location centers 
who have received all or part of their education .in Ja~an . 
Of' the more than '70;QOO Americe.n-born Jepanese in relocation 
centl3l'S. our records ' s"low that ebout :?. , 000 ha1:e ha d schooling 
in Japan since -1938 , the year the Milits ry Vir.tue School v:as 
found~d. This figure i r cludes not only adolesceut-n~les , 
but girls and extremely young boys . In· the light Of this 
faat, it is difficult ~o see how there could possibly be 
"10, 000 graduates'' of the school in the United States . 

(a) The Committee has acquired a. list o:r the 10,000' ;Ilembers 
of the "Eutoku-Kai", an: organization aff'i)~;i:a~~~ 
the Bla c k Dra&on Society of Imperia l J apan a nd composed 
of young American-born Japanese; 

(b) Many ·or the members of this organization are
1 

nqw being 
releesad fro ill r e loc ation centers . 

(Infort00t1on allegedly .gathere d a.t headqu;;;.rters _or .. the 
Committee and published by the Sen Francisco Examiner on 
May 22) •. 

O>mment: The War Relocation Authority has never seen any list of 
1temb~rBQf' .the Butoku-Kah I:r the Committee has such e. 
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li.Jt, we hope tha t it ·wi 11 be made available to us at ( 
t.he earlie st pos sible ~te . in order that we may use it in 
connection wj.th tho invest.ieetion previous to the grant­
ing of indefi nite leave. 

The Ssattle Post-Intelligencer ser;~ce, in a story from Washington dated 
May 23, reported thct t he Committee was d7.'panding its investig~tion to 
in dude the follov.i.ng points: 

'a) !_.,~o::-t tha t the WR.A .is plannin~ to i mport Jananese 
.!tvacuees from South. &m.erican allted countries for eve1'-tual 

· ~elease in t he· United Stc~es after p~riods of nominal con­
finement in r elocation cGnters. 

(b) The fo.!"m~l r.~ROrt of irwestigetors that disloyal . 
___ a .... t..._. _t_h_e Rivers Reloca~~ton Canter, ArizonB- have 

~-----a_ ... \J_·t_e_m_.t_t_s. to mai.nta in camouflage net facto~y 

(.c) The coincidence the.t a r '3cently r ·3porte d J"ap~ne~Ei, 
~sion oJ,.a n rre~or:s cont~!IlI>la·~ion of us e or ... 
10. 000 J"c . .Qagse Amer i can €! 2 V!h.:i ls e.l,!llos·jj e_;x:ec·;:.1y that 
~Y n a.m.€s co':!~ O s e a list of t:b e l...mericen ~mbershU>. 
Sf t he Youth Hov:::Hnen~-2._f the Black Dragon &ociet;y, t he 
~1¢.-wide secre ·~ society operated by the J"a2a ne se war 

·· offlce. ----
Comment: (a) The Authority has never conte~plated any plans to . 

import Japanese evacuees fro~ any South American · 
country and has neither funds nor authority ~~th 
which to do so. 

(b) It is true some few of the evacuees at the Gila 
River. (or Rivers) Reloc~tion Cente~ did attempt 
to dissuHde the residents from collaborating in 
the eFta~lishmcnt of a camouflage net factory at 
the p:i;oject. hll the evecuees known to have an­
ge.~ed .in such a ctivity hcve been removed from the 
center and sent. either to internment camps or to 

- an isolation center. The factory was established 
according to pl.an and hc.s achieved an excellent pro. .. 
ducticn r ecord. 

(c} Se e .comments on Sta tements No.? Gnd No. a. 
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(Direc t qu.ot.:1tion. ::tttributed to ~ 11 t::>okesrnan" for the Commit­
tee · by the San Fr.;mc isco Ex "?-miner in a story from Wasr~ington 
publisberr on Ma;r 23) . 

Comment: The sug~estion thBt the le~ve urogr'3.t1 of t ~1e War Relocation 
Authority wn s i.niti r-i. ted withoi1t the kr..o\~leclge or consent of 
the Authority ' s ran'k:ng of:'icers is co:npJetsly without foun­
dation. The Dir~ctor of the • .\uthority tak:P-s full r e Eponsi­
bili ty !or origin of the prcgr~m Pnd for its execution . 

11. 
11WhF~t persons, what inf'lueMes, are res;<or.§jble for the flal"ra.nt 
d.i schafte of the Jr'-:nnn~.se from th3 centers at the r~te of 1. 000 
we~klv in the f ace of ~he uro8f we a.re_Qf!erine the.t u erhaus an 
many .as 40 ne:r: cent of ' the .JrnanesA ~!'e loy:Jl._Qnly t0 J aua.n and 
tha~__:t~ousands rr.a;r bec_pm~ active traitor~. snies , saboteurs . c:..nd 
fifth columnis ~11s i:r.::.L9ner~·~ l ? 11 

(Direct auotPi tion ~. tt::-ibate.:l to Re"D . J . Pc:.rnell Thomas by the 
Se~.ttle Post- Intelligencer in Fi. st~ry from Wa.shington dated Mfly 24) 

Comment : The com:nent dirc::tly ?.boYe is Rlso .c,p:nlic P.ble hera. It mif;ht 
be ad<l.ed tMt the Col!lruittee h a.s 1;.ever offered &ny 0 roof to the 
War Relocation Auth01·i ty re~ardi~ the loya J.ties or disloyal- · 
tics of ::1iy ev:~ .cuees ~.t the relocntion centers. 

12. 
\... 

The S::m Fr ancisco ExaMiner , · in a story from Washington da.ted Mciy 25, at-
tributed the follo\·Iing etatements to Rel'.> . ThomBs i n the form of a direct 
quotation : 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

· 0 The Di~s Co :nmittee imre st..igators a.r..d I fouml cond.itior.s 
ve_ry b ad in . t rw WE.r Reloc .!".'!.tion c tmters. 11 

"At one c~~n t he J~nese . ob_j£_ct~c. to :; fen~e which conf~neq 
th§.1'.l.h__~li~:Y __ t o re it ciown . It st ~=xsn dqir:n arn:t the J &ps ~re 
still ror-·n ~ n.; f. rcmnd. thE:re 8t will. .• 11 

.. . 
"Camri newsn :::in E; rs F-rr. v-i.rulentl Y critica l of nnyone who OlJ-

po se~ J?pene so · inte ".'est s . .. 11 

(d) 11 Short WP.ire r ~ aio~ nre -permi_tted . alth9wJl eiren o J~pqnese 
~ub.iect m~w not own or use one in J anan . 11 

Comment: (a) . .Re-prescntative Thoma s had never irisited R relocation cen­
ter e.t the time this story nn:pepred . 

("J.) It is true thP't a. section of the fence surrounding the 
Minidoka Rs loca tion Center in I fl.aho h a s rec ently been 
remove~. an C1 .. has not ye t been re~lA.ced . This particular 
sect ion of t he fence was so loc11.t erl th?t it cut o.ff 
some of t he ~r~j ect f arm l~nds from the community p roper 
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and its removal was in the interest of efficient 
operations. It was r emoved by t;Vacuee labor crews 
working under oraers of the War RelocatioL Authority 
and with the full kr.owledge and co!fsant of the 
raili tary authorit.iti~. 

The stat3ment that evacue~s at this center are per­
mitted to 'troarn around at will" is vrholly inaccurate. 
At Minidoka, &s a~ all other relocation centers, no 
evacue e is p0rmittad to leave the relocation project 
area without a permit at any time. ·.And aftor dark, no 
evacuees are allowed even to leave the community 
pr~per without a permit. 

(c) Ir the "Japanese interests" referred to ar e thosa of 
Imperial Japan• this statement is wholly ~ithout foun­
dation. The War· Relocation Authority has reviewed re­
locat~on center ne·wspapers ·since they were first 
established and has never seen. one line of criticism _ 
directed ' against any person because of his opposition 
tb the inter0sts of Imperial Japa~. If, on the other 
hand• the statement r0fers to the interests ,of the 
Japanese-Ani.ericans, criticism seems wholly in accord with 
the .Ainericen principles of free speech. Like any other 
group of .Amcrieans, the evacuees at relocc.tion centers 
are naturally critical of those who oppose thoir · 
int arests. 

(d) In accordance with plans formulated some time_ ·ago, the 
~ar Relocation .Authorit:;.r recently prohibited the use of 
short-wave radios at all r -Jlocc:,tion cc: ntE;rS. Prior to the 
ti~e whon this r egulation went into effect, A'!lerican 
citizGns among the ev~cuo es were permittad to us0 short­
wave sets at the four centers which lie outside the 
West0rn Defense Command. 

"The agents raport that 'Ronin' used direct uhvsical threats to 
gain anything they v.Tish. They rul8 peaceful Japanese with a brutal 
hand and white sup&rvisory officials~ we are informed, ko~tow 
just as deeply to th8ir wisht: s. · Th3ir comriion &et is to v:alk 
\nto com.iesaries and demand an extra side of beer, or somethin~ 
like that." 

(Direct quotation attributed to a "spokesman" for the Committee 
by the Baltimore News Post in a story from ~ashington dated May 
27). 

Comment: Th9 term 'Ronin' may be freely ·translated to mean "gangster". 
Although there have been troubh~-m.akers in some of the reloca­
tion centers, all those who could be i4entified as such have 
been removed either to internment camps or to an isolation 
cent~r operated by the Vi ar Reloc ation Authority. The state­
ment that trouble-makers have wal~ed into a commissary and 
"demanded an extra side or beef or something like that" is 
utterly- false. 

C.Q299-P8 BU cos-WP 



- 8 -

14. 
The oro-Jae.,Fin element is determined to stay in confinement 
because "s~m~.t2-~~ ~~1?,l.e is ·goins to haopen on the 
!est Coast by Octc;b;r l.n 

(Statement attributed to Robert E. Stripling by the 
Milwauke.e Sentinel in a st·ory :fr~ 1 Washington pub­
lished May 28). 

Comment: This statement stands in flat contradiction to statements 
allegedly made by Mr. Stripling on other occasionc to the 
effect th~t "many" pro-.T~panese have been and are being 
released from relocation centers. 

Hi. 
{a) Transcripts of questioning of .Tapanese by camp dlr~ctors 

showe d the lat.ter fl~ng witr. t ~~1e evacuees to change . 
their answers from "no'' t,c "'Yes" on a question conc erning 
loyalty to the "G"nited States. Youn& Jaoanese in particu­
lar were urged to assert their l0yalty so they could be 
~.sed :for work in Amarican co r.ununi ti8 Et •. 

{b) . The cam2 directors, ma!1L_9..f them r ecruited from the r,J'A, 
are anxiou3 to r alease J apanese despite their 
assertions that they are not loyal to the~i ted ~t!:.ltes. 

(Statements allegedly coLt3ine d in r eport received in . · 
W~shinbton from field investigt tors of the Committee and 
appeari~b in the Washington .Times Herald on May 28). 

Comment: (a) Since other newspaper•stories dealing with questionin~ 
of evacuees tJ.ave r ef erred spe~ifically to Mr. Ralph l?. 
Merritt, Project Director at Man.zanar Relocation Center, 
we have askGd for Mr. ~arritt's comments. In a t e l etype 
message dated J"une 7, ho makes tho follor11ing rG po~t: 

''The story from the Dies Committee ( repre sentati~es) 
that I urge disloyal Ja!>ane se to s ey tha y ar3 loyal 
is complete abuse of mat c:: :;:-:i:al I voluntarily offer ed 
them to show the thoroughn·3ss vJi t h which records 
were developed to clarify loyalty or disloyclty and 
to recommend to you deni a l of l eave clearance to each 
of t l'e case s quoted in t his -uticle . M:m que stioned 
are group known as kibe i who have Amsrican citizan­
ship but for most p~rt educ at ed in J apan and speaking 
only Ja~anese . During r egistration due to .language 
difficulti es it is claimed that errors were ma d8 by 
int e; rvi ewers and to clear all r ocords W3 revi ewed 
each case with r bsults shown in intervi ews wb ich 
will become bo ~is for deni al of l .;;ava to b gc. lly 
deta~n suen types o·f c~ tizens . I f Dies Comm.ittE.e 
honestly desire.s ta assist our work in securing 
nec-essery r ecords such storiGs wnich cause confusion, 
weaken authority, end int&rfer e wi t h war effort will 
cease. Quotations by usu of evacuee namas has put 
all evacuees· on not ice not to .testify free ly as be­
fore . We he:ve r ecommended no leav(~ s · as yet hnt. wh en · 
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we do, no d.oubtfu.l cc: s es v1ill be on our list .. " 

(b) None of the t an ~roj e ct directors at r~location 
centers wa s recruited from the ~"iork Pro je.cts Ad.minis­
tration and none has ever favored granting indefinite 
leave tc ev-acuees wt~o c.re disloyal to the Uni tea States. 

(a) Eva cuee ~0sid~nts of one camo, rece1v1ng monthly wages 
..f!_qVi the \'lar R.e loc a tion .Authori~.1.1-1:.~fu~ed to unload 
conl, shi;e~ in fo£_~he~.E__~~ .· uae ~ with the r e sult 
thr; t camu authrJ~l:.i!~~..J?.love d ..!'~? ider.:_ts Clf· _n eaby Klamath 
~.alJB, ua_yi ng t h ern 90 cer:ts an h_our._19. do_!P-.. e work. 

(b) A dinner wa~iven a-t?~he Min_.i.clokr1 Center in honor of 
ChBrles Tak~.ha sh.i, who is under a four- ye ::ir FeC.e~al prison 
sentence for h ~ vin6 sol1 s cra] iron to J e pan nfter a ban 
Wc1R pJ_ac e d on ;.; u.c ~: a'.:! t.ivit y . .At tr·ie dinner, George Town­
send, an a·$813t8i1t, Vi~U~r .. ~ct~ s erved 8S toastmaster and 
4, 800 pound s o f tur.kr!y ~"if. S [:erve d. At the tri a l of Takaha shi 
and . Osawa, his p3rtaj;.E.i.. E · ··R. Sprinkel of ttie Minidoka WRA 
staff a _~)pea.re d before the court 8.nd plead,3d for - leniency. 
Sprinkel r .::: turne~ -to tr~ e cent or in" Takahashi" s C~ dillac sAdan 
driven by 1'ekahashi. ~akab e. shi h P. s be e n eJ lov:·ed to keep 
his CLr E.t t he c 8. r,.~ , usin. .~ j t to rri ve to Twin Fa lls da ily, 
althou€,h t he .. ?1& c:-: in8 carr .i s s only an ''AH sticker. 

(E.tat8ment s . attribut e d to Com_'!littea in -restii§,ators, Tom Cavett 
and Gene Hagberg, in a s tory &ppearlnb in tha Denver ?ost of 
of lfa y 29). 

Comment: (a) The vrn.h has exJ; t=:r i enced some dif f iculty in rr~s. i ntaining 
coal unload. inc; c1·e~. s · c.t a number of t he relocation centers 
for the obvious rea3ons thet the work is dirty 311d unple'.:lsant 
and brin0 s no more co .··pens£Jtion to the evucuees than oth Jr, 
less arduous duties. 'I'he canter referred to in the story 
is :1ui te obviously ·Tule Lake project w.ri.ich is located &bout 
30 niles from Klamath Falls, Oregon. The director of this 
proj ect specific a lly denios oriploying resider.ts of Kl nmath 
li'c:.:.lls or any other community to unload coal c.t any time. 

(b) M:;.. ... ~Iarry L. Sta fford, Project Di rector at the Mini­
doka Relocat i on Center, in a teletype messa~e dated June 
7, 1943, hc:. s r:.a de the foilowir~g stf.tements on the charges 
centering around Mr. Takehasti: 

"No dinner t e~dered G. T. Tak&hashi. Dinners referred 
to ai1d turkey r urcJ;s se3 a;:>pe &r confused with banquet 
tendered by administration to volunteers for United 
States Army a.n d their Pere nts, at· whic h time turkey was 
served •• Turkey justified for volunteers banquet on 
basis that our d a ily meat and fish costs are ~H,019.33, 
while turkoy r8 quisi tion amountad to ~;;l,808. 6Z and was 
used for t v·o C.ays tns kinb cost per da.y t904.31, or che a.per 
than normal rn0at e~pense oer ~ay. Only other time turkey 
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ever. purchased by project administration was for 
Christmas Dinner.'' 

~Din~er referrea to ••• as havinb been given to 
Takahaehi •••• was a personal pa:rty biven by members 
of the co~l crew members and was not purchased with 
project ·administratioi1 funds. 

Purchase was made fron irdependent meat company, of 
T1Kin Falls, and amounted t · 1 150 pounds . turkey, paid 
cash ~?0.00. · The so-call~d dinner for Ttikahashi was 
held J"anuary 24 in mess hall 5 and only cost to ~pvern­
ment was use of . .i'acilit.ies. Coal crew. under Takahashi 
completed a successful effort to unloa d 38,000 tons by 
hand and party was in_ nature of a celE:lbratton. Dyke 
Miyagawawas toastmsster ot this dinner referred to. 
Takahashi is not in ch&r8e of motor pool and never has 
beer..'' 

r-.Reference to Townsend as toaetmaster ma~" h8.Ve been 
confused v~i th feet that Tmmsend organized. -banquet _ 
for Uni t e a. States Army volunteers. He is not assis­
tant orojeet director but is chief of community ser­
vices.'' 

"Sprinkel did not c-.ppeF..r in d.efense. of Takahashi and 
~- OBF.!.wa fie .was. ..... es~ -~rt (require d under m.ili t~y rules 

for evecuees entering the restricted ~est Coast area) 
and attended court sessions called specifically for 
purpose of giving .sentence and was asked by defense 
attorney, with permissi011 of coµrt, to answer questions 
·about the ir behavior at Minidoka for purpose of further 
bail which court subsequently allowed, t_)ermitting these 

· individuals to return to project v:hile case is under 
·appeal." 

"Western Def ense Command, in trAvel permit authorizing 
Tr:-1 b .i hashi and Osa":va to trave l through excluded area, 
authorized use of Takahashi ·' s car ·, awl supplemental 
gas rations :.Jer~'.'! itt.ine1 travel was issued by Seattle 
ration board for one-way trip to Eden, Idaho. "A" 
c i.=i rd re.tions are granted a 11 c&r owners regardless 
of r.:.e,::l d and his were issued by ration board in nearby 
comrnun1 t y. C. T. Takahashi has st or age for his car · 
in Jack's Gara0 e, Eden, Icaho. H-3 do.es not have · 
c.uthorization to travel c1.:'1 ily to Twin Falls •••• " 

(a) The 85.000 japanese in relocation cBnters· are ·among the best 
fed ci vili c.ns in the world. 

(b) Reports show a olentiful suppl¥ ~f beef, pork, mutt.on, canned. 
pork a nd be13ns 1 potatoes, coffee, · canned fish, and chocolate 
bars in the c enters. 
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( c) ~ irteek' s shipment to i:.ianzanar from the Q_uartermaster Depot 
at Mira Lorri.R, CaHfornia 1 ig~d 22,bOO . lbs~ of white 
.E2_te.toes, ""'fl._~lbs. o.f coffe~, i2LJLOO lbs. of hard wheat 
!,l_ou.ra.J.2,_00_2_lhs. of soft -wheat flour., :.ztooo lbs. of pan .. 
caka flo..!:!_r, more than 5.,,J..Q!LJ .. ?:;!!L_Cf m~me.1£_des and. ja1ns, 
_14a400_?,gns ot"' eva.gm.·:~?- mill)., J.S:>,000 lbs. cf rice, 'i,200 
1:2..~· of sp~~ett_i r ?.12,~.o lbs. of suga:- ~ 2, 500 lbs. of 
.£.i.aanas. ~20 box~s pf grapefrgit containing 3CO ~ra2efyuit per 
box, 2,~0 boxes of cr55ms containing 200~nges ·per box, 
·240 box_es of apl:'les and 26 1 Q.QQ_j_"bs. of f~.l':e_setab113s, 
1..9L09~ its. of beef, 5;ooo lbs. of po~k, 2,ECO lbs. of 
!!'E~~l , 200 lbs. of salt pork_, 2~0 l bs. of frankrnrters, 
2J OC·O lbs. of. pork 11~rnrs, 4, 000 lbs. of co::-r~:i beef, 2,800 
lbs. ct fresr ... r•ork sausae,e, and 2,200 lbs. of ~clogna. 

{Statmments attributed to investigators of ·the Committee in an 
AP dispatch dated May 31). 

Comment: {a) The statement that evacuees at relocation centers a.re 
"among the best fed civilians in the world" is highly pubious 

and definitely misleading. In March, 1943, when point 
rationing of food beceme effective, the l'RA registered with 
the OPA as a "institutional user" of ratjoned foods and became 
subject to all rationing restrictions ap~licable to such use~s. 
The Authority has 5one beyond OPA requirements for institu­
tional users and has established food consumption quotas 
for · relocation centers on exactly the same per capita basis 
as those anplicable to tlre ~1Vilian population of the United 
Stat~s as a whole. Even before 9oint rationing went into 
effect, the Authort ty practiced voluntary rationing in accord­
ance with quotas suggested by the OPA. The cost of food 
served to eva9ue~s at the centers has never exceed&d '6 cents 
per person per day and it ha·s been the constant policy of the 
Authority to. avoid purchese or foods which are not available 
to the public 5enerally or which are locally in short supply. 

(b) The sie~ement thatO!ID.ned pork and beans have been pur­
chased· and stocked &t relocation centers is wholly untrue. 
The phrase "chocolate bars", conveying t~e impression that 
evacuees are' bein5 provided w~th ccandy bar-s, is misleading. 
The Authority has occasionlilly purchised bakin5 chocolate as 
a substitute for cocoa when the latter cor.imodity was not 
available. Candy ~ars, however, have never been furnished 
to evacuees in the messhalls at reloGation centers. 

(c) Whether intentionally or not, this par~raph clearly 
conveys the implication that the quantities indicated were 

. intended for one week's use -at ~anzanar. The fact is that 
only coffee, meats, fresh fruits, fresh vegetables, cairy 
products, and lard are received weekly. Other foods are 
received monthly. As previously noted, consumption of all 
rationed foods is strictly limited t9 civilian quotas, and 
the per capita cost is also strictly limited. 

• 
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Tl)L_~i ttce is j.n.v.·:s:lliatins info::-m~ion t~at t t e v:ar 
RelO"!ht5.on cent.e:rB a:i'e "n~uvil v st ei..f fed" wi t11 Ca uc ;J,sian 
o;:;nsc~:ntious objectors t:) war . -------------...-- --- --
(Dt~tern.ent attributed. to RobeY't it~ . Strtplir..g by the Ne-v-1 York 
Journal A;nericen in e. st.or~r f:rom V.ashinf:>toii, dated June 2}. 

Comment: Of the apprpxi n.at.ely 1800 r.;mployees of the WR.A, there ar•3 
t~;o ~ho hav~ beP.~ classified e.s consci~~tious objectors by 
the Selective ServiJe SYstern and t;ho were c:ssignad to tha 
Authority from Civilian Public .Service Ga~1pa. If ar~ y 
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othiJr employeee of r.l:e Auttori. ty should be c1E..ssifi t: d as 
conscientious objectors, tt~ey wi:l be removed from the WRA. 
payroll and sent to Ci vilic:1n i\1b1i~ Serv~ce Camps in accord­
ance with E·eluct:!. ve be~vic& prc~edure . 

/ 

"We d2._EQ.!_:want any r enre ? t::ntcti ""{e cf thi~! a ~:;en~y (i. e . the 
\'~ar Re.locati ,Jr. .Authority} to c.omc here ::ind atte ti1r.t to c 6nsor 
~est.irnony dd1.rel~'iN"ti."n this h0 ari~2 • I h&V.3 dacli ne d 
Mr . Mver' ~ offer. I . h-:\Ve read nost cf the nEfwsne::i er o.c~ _S'unts 
of tha~e he urin~s and ttey h&ve been 7ery f5ctaal; in f Lct 
I think t he ~ress ho..s me G.e --:; vtf .. r-y '3 ffc .r:•t. to g iv 3 ~ fE.ir anc1 
a.ccurate. r~ccount of tS:~ t0stimony t\ i t 

(Direct quot f~ tinn attrj_bated to Renresrntati ve John M. 
· · ·.C0ste-1lc , w.emQ \3r -at the i.k-'l'imlttee end chairman of the 

subconmi ttee invt·= stigatfng J'epa~esd-Amer .!.Ca:is • ·-in a 
Uni-ted Pr ess C:.ispat.ch fror.i Los A.ngal'3s d:.itetl June· 16.} 

Comment: Th5 offe r to wh!.ch Representc.:ti ve Costello r f-: f ers vTas 
contained in a telegr•~m. addressed to him ty .Di rt.ctor 1~yer 
an Ju:ie ? • The text of this telegram is qu.1tcd i:i f!1l l: 

"I aw informad that a sub-committee of th 0 c 0~mitt3e 
on un-Ar:erican a0ti vi ty u:µde~ your chairmur:s j } 7) is 
opening bei:.rir:e,s today in Lo s .P.ngeles to tnvef;ti€>ate 
activitieR of Japanase and Ja~anP. sG-AT.ericans in this 
country. The War Rdo cnti on Autr.ority will :·1elcome 
the opportunity tc cooper 'ite '\·;itL the cormrrittee by 
supplying infor:;-e. tior, on tt.os·0 pl:..asos of the problen 
fer which this agency is :91:=.s.Donsiblo . 

Becaus? o·f." recent stat0ments in the press cttri buteC. 
.to membBrs enG repr~sentat:!.;Y?:~s of your cor-:.rni tt08 in 
which facts ha vJ beor.. gr.rbL-::d I eug0 est it may be 
helpful to -have ~:tatements c oncer:r.ing policfos and 
procedures of tho War Rt;; loca-t i on j ... ·..lthori t y che~ked 
bt.fore at~tarat..nk: are rel3as·~=; d to tho prejs • To this 
end, whi l e you are on the cou~t . r· am glad to offer 
you the serrices of .k~r. R. B. Cozz~~ s , fi eld assistant 
director of this egenoy, v~osc head~uarters ara in the 
~'hitcomb .Hotel, San Francisco. ~r. C1:u.z e:11s is thoroue;hly 
conversont ith VJ .R.A. program, anc he \':ill be at ~-o~ 
disposal to assist in eny way by supplyi~e or checki~ 
information~ 0·0~ 3 BU-COS"WP 
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"We have a definite report t~~--£.~!TlJ2S No. l~d No. 2 . 
Poston, Ariz.on~. on. the Colorad? Ri ·.-e:r lndi an Res ervation 
th.$ Government sr:ien(]lOOaOOO in constl'uat i ri..g inclo~ 
with the ide!tJ~hc.t _ _!h~ w..1uld b '3- -~~le in ·the e_vcnt the 
camps 1...-Bre ever used for prisoners of war. 

"Our inv~~tors E!8l that ~a~~__2se gangsters in the eamps 
circulated a pet1&on. t .hat "the fences be 1"emoved.. Whan t he 
P,etiticn met rro ~s~onse ~hes~_S!3.n~sters t cre great sect ions 
,gr the fences dm1:-n..,_.EEd dared tho camp of f ie ials to have them 
erected agaT11." 

(Dir ct quotation ~ttributed t o Mr. Robert E. Stripling by 
the Los .Angeles Examiner in a story from Washington dated 
June 1 .. } 

Comment: This stat~n1ent is almost wholly untnunded. No fence has 
~var· been ·er·9cted around Cemp No. 1 or Canp No. 2 at the 
~oston Re loca tion Center·. A fence has be-:::il built around 
the entire ml.ocation areet. embracing three separate commu­
nities end a tOt Rl Of 80,000 seres Of land, at a total COSt 
of ~17.ooo.o~. 
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A few seetions of this fencs were Temoved .under eupervision 
of the constructlon fo.re:nan in order to fuc.i li tate land 
subjugution • road cons truction, and other work at the center • . 
All these · sections were closed as soon es t ihe work was com• 
pleted, and the fence is now wholly intaet. 

0.flfieers of the Sapaneae-AmericanCGitizcrns League attend so 
many confidential staff confer~ncea of the War Relocation 
Author! ty ;that Myer has expressed feeling that Congress 
would "jumn down his throat" . if it knew to ~Nh o t extent the 

,. k aeue was formulating WRA policz. 
. . 

(Information allegedly discovered by "age~ts'' of .. the Committee 
in a raid on JACL Headqudrters iri Washington and reported by tho 
New York Journal American in a ·story from Washington dated · · 
June l?.) · 

Comment: No officer or member of the Japanese American Citizens 
League has ever &ttende~ any staff oonter~nce of the VIRA, 
either confidential or ~the~iss. · 
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