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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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By virtue of the authoricy vestsd iv me as President of the United States and as
Cnmrl‘;r::dur in Chief of the Armed Forves of the United States, I have today
awy

THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMY)
FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM
TO THE
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE, UNITED STATES ARMY

Tha Milivary Inesiligence Serviee b cited for satveanding aod paflant performanes of doty in
mctita ageinst snemiss of the United States from 1 My 1902 o 2 Sepesmabar 1949 The Milltacy
Intelligruce Service provided superior hrreiligemes osllactios aad dissemigation servics dwring
World War [I to combut forees thromghoal the worid; lts members were {ooerprooars, T2nslames,
imterrogatars, [ropaganda speeinkiva, and sighul techoicians who worked f svery eclision of the
United Stanm military establishmest and withh Allled Forcves. The Militnry IntalSpengs Service
perticipsced. i every mmajor battie sod crmpiivn (b the Aciads Paciis Theater of Operstons and
mrved o infelligercse rolex in the United States and v tha Exropean Theter of Opcradons. The
mere than x thoussnd Hsgoists were ssmigned to combar guits on every frenz, primardy Iz the
Pucifia Theater, sapportioy these unity with eritical meterpretstion, ranslaron, redio recsptian,
-ﬂmﬂmm The Mtimayy Intellicenca Service mot omly played key roles in
battlafisid zitnztings, they also provided United Séxtes forces with a0 onpreemdeated amonnt of
mtmate, axchoritative, detailed, amd tiovaly lnformation on excary O¥css &0 JEPPOTT planming and
exerutiva of combat operations. The kvy coniribytons mads by the members of e Millary
Imixiligence Servics in providing valosbis imrelligenes on military tarprss helped sdvance the
Ungted Etaten ubd Allled egnse during World War 11 and ondeubtedly caved carmbtiscg lives xnd

tapened ‘the cpd of the war. The mgnificant schiyvements aooomplishsd by che fuithfel end
Insefiigence

dedicated jerviee of the limguistio-mtellBgence spapisfist gradimees of the MiStary

Sarvien Lanzuape School, wha formed the Military Inteilipence Servize will never be forporten by
gur gretefgl Nation. Their unconguernblz spirie and gallaot deeds onder five in Hae face oOf
mperior sdds, and their self-snertficiog devetion ta doty are worthy of the higivest empistien.
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DEFARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S TOTAL AREY RERSCROUEL. DOMMARD
ALEXANDUA, Wi
223320471
TAPC-PDO-PA (60D-3-22) 9 May Z2C00

MEMORANDUM FOR Heonorabla Robert A, Underwoed, House of Repressniaothves,
1418 Raybum House Offica Bidg.. Waghington, DC 20815

SUBJECT: Presidential Unit Citation (PUC)

1. The recommendation for award of the PUC to Miltary Intelligence Sarvice, for the
peariod 1 Mav 1842 to 2 September 1345, has been approved.

2. The citetion and certificate are enciosed. The individual ribbons (emblems) should
be procurad through ieeal supply chenneis.

3. This carrespondancs will serve as authorizaton for the Néﬁonzﬁ FPersonnet Records
Caemar o issua DD Ferm 215s.

FOR THE COMMANDER:
..-1?’_‘4____*. a. % 3 Ghaat®
Encls ERNARD P. GABRIEL
&3 LTC, AG
Chief, Miltary Awards 8ranch
CF: .

National Parsonnel Records Canter
Certer of Miitary History
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RECOMMENDATION for ARMY MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION.

Appraximately 60 Nisei were selectively Recruited for the
4th Army Intelligernce School from within the ranks of the Army to
study Japanese military language to prepare for WWII.

Forty five of the first graduating class either became
instructors or were deployed to the RAleutians, South Facific,
Scuthwest Pacific and to the Central Pacific in early May 1342,
a day after Gen Wainwright surrendered our forces to Gen Horma of
the Japanese Imperial Forces in the Philippines.

The first Nisei linguist were tested when the Marine Corp
invaded Guadacanal, August 7, 1942, The Marine Corp and the
Navy flew captured documents and POWs, a short flight, from
Guadalcanal to New Caledonia for translations and interracgations
performed by the Nisei language team attached to Task Force 6814.

The enclosed "Secret" document, August 28, 1942, extract of
radiogram fram New Caledonia extaol the importance and value of
nisei lamguage graduates from MISLS. The strong performarnce,
without support or backup arnd to produce valuable information,
must have left an urgent message to seek more qualified men by
our forces.

EriclosurejWar Dept. Memorandum August 31, 1942. Recruit Nisei.
The most gualified were the Nisei, however they were

reclassified 4-—c (alien unfit for service.) March 1342, soley on

the basis of race and not through any investigation or

determination of probable cause.

Initially, language gualified volunteers from the American
Internment Camps were accepted for training despite their 4-c
classification. Everntually, Niseis were reclassified to 1—-a and
thousands served as Japarnese language specialists during WWII.

Nisei soldiers dedication, their effort, their devotion to
country and even giving their life, helped free their families
from detention camps and dispel suspicion and distrust placed
uporn them as Japanese—Americans, and earn them the right to their
awn future as natural born citizens of America.

Erclosure: Endorsement of Superior Officers.

Gereral Weckerling who served throughout WWII as an
intelligence officer wrote an article in 1946 when he was serving
as deputy assistant chief of staff, G-2 War Dept. Washington ,

D.C. he stated 1in part, "The complexities of the Japarnese
language are almost beyoend occcidental comprehensicon. A rough
eguivalent urnderstandable ta cccidental wizald be the

incorporation of the entire French language into Ernglish plus a
highly complicated and revolutionary system of picture writing."

Gereral Weckerling goes on to state "Japanese officers before
the war had openly boasted that the Japanese larnguage was so
difficult that it constituted a code itself not susceptible of
solution by foreigrerg—-—-=-" :

The Nisei,Director of Education, John F. Aisc, made sure the
young nisei soldiers left the school well prepared to serve their
country. Despite discrimination of rank, the nisei accepted their
fate and went on to serve with nearly orne hundred different units
of U.S. and Allied Forces in the War against Japan in near
anonymity.

The nisei lirnguists accepted these conditions, because to do



QUOTATION FROM SUFERIOR OFFICERS - Performance by Nisei

Gerneral Douglas MacArthur, Commander in Chief of Southwest

Facific Area stated "Never in military history did an army
know so  much about the enemy prior to actual engagement.
No single individual would qualify or satisfy the statement made
by the General. It was the dedication and determination of many
MISLS graduates who made it possible. Nat only from orne place but
from as many places and as many diverse units that had
participated in the war against Japan during WWII.

Major General Charles Willoughby G-2 Intelligerice Chief of
MacArthur?s Command stated; There were 6000 Nisei and Kibei whao
served in Military Intelligence Service. "These €000 men," in the
words of General MacArthur’s Chief of Intelligence, "€000Q Nisei
in the War of the Pacific, saved aver 1,000,000 American lives
and shortened the war by two years. We used them evern on Eataan.
They collected information on the battlefield; they shared death
in battle, and when ore of them was captured, his fate was a
terrible one. In all, they handled between two and three million
documents. The information received through their special skills
proved invaluable to ocur battle forces."

Colorel Sidrney F.Mashbir, Commandant ATIS;

"The United States of America owes a debt to these mern [Nisei
linguistl and to their families which it can never fully repay."
"N group had so much to lose. Capture would have meant
irndescribable harrors to them and their relatives in Japan. They
are waorthy, as individuals arnd as a group of the highest praise
for their invaluable contributionm to the success of Allied Arms.

Joe Rosenthal, News Cameraman, Fulitzer Prize Wirmer;

"They work so close to the ernemy on these missions that with the
dariger of being killed by Japs, they run the risk of being shot,
unintentiocnally, by our cwn marines. Many have paid with their
lives. They have done an woutstanding job, and their hercism
should be recognized. It has been recognized by the marine
commanders where I saw them in action at Guam, Peleliu and Iwco. "

Colonel William Van Antwerp, Gerieral Staff G-2 27th Infarntry
Division; "The Makin operation afforded the first cpportunity for
the language sectiorn of this division to operate in combat. Their
actions and the results of their work reflect high credit on them
and the Military Intelligerice Service Language School. We wculd
have beeri twice as blind as we were, without the graduates.
Without a doubt, they have saved many American lives."

Ernclosure:

¢ Memorandum 3 Jure 13944. Subject: Nisei Col W.H. Wood Chief,
Asiatic Theater.
A repart by LTC Marcel G. Crombez, AGF special Representive
in CBI.
War Departmerit Memorarndum, MG G.V. Strong AUG Z1-4=
Faraphrased Extract from Radiogram( Secret )RAUG 25-4&2



THE PACIFIC WAR - 1942-1945 THE ALLIED OFFENSIVE
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to aclual engagement "

Genarsl Douglas MacArthur

Commander In Chiel of

Soulthwest Pacilic Aron

There were 6,000 Nisel and Kibei who
served in the Military Intelligence
Service. "These 6,000 men,” in Ihe
words of General MacArihur's Chiel of
Intelligence, "6.000 Nisei In the War ol
Ihe Pacilic, saved over 1,000,000

ican lives and sh 1 the war

LY (T R

e S (i F O e L — | bylwo years. We used them even on
Bataan, They collecled information on
the balllelield; they shared dealh in
H 18 Aguil 1942 ballle, and when one of them was
e : Onalstile's a1aid on Tokyn cnptured, his late was a lorible one.

In all, they handled belween two and
tee milllon documents The
Infesmatiun recaived thraugh helr
special skills proved Invaluable to our

e rim Cavines vash lince

g
« direction g

y T PR =
~. s battla lurces
otkig . K Wi ol Pacific Ocean Areas Major General Charies A. Willoughby
LA A" L G 2 Ingailigencn Chiat of
o+ KARACHI T A | MacAihwr's Conenang

Huwuiian I~

ONG KONG

LT @_9 ..

AL HARBOR™" b
" = HAWAIL

il

ISLANDS
-‘.|-n 10001 130

AL ]
coiomeoy )
Mubdive sy lun
Fi
. e Ty 1 “The Unlied States of America owes &
Soulheast Asia .o @ dabl lo these men [MNisel linquisis) and
s n 3
Command '?\"'h. 1o tholr families which it can never
CLEYTY -
IMuuntbatien) XA .....m..u lully repay.
i “Mo group had 3o much lo lose.
Ll Caplure would have meant
; N 5 2 Indescribable horrors (o them and
their relatives in Japan They are
worlhy, as Individuals and as a group
of tho highest praiso for their
1 WS Invaluable conlribulion to the success
L] " - RITRTH -~ : "
0 - - X » Sou!h_wesl sk | (ETH | of Allied arms
— Pacilic Area . Colonal Sidney Formesier Mashblr,
[Mache that b " W Comunandanl, Aied Translator &
Intwprater Soclion
FEV-TO KOMHESS “They work 30 close (o Iha enemy on
JARAND Al | MEIRE T P :Bm-mu i these missions thal wilh tho danger of
CEMILEN IAPANESE AT ANEL by by | i b flopaiob s b haing killed by Jups, they run the risk
B AREEEE L R T T O T L T R TR TS A Ruale of Mhdmns ol balng shol, unintentionally, by our
& Slaman litands Camprign Asgust 108T- June 1001 own minlnes Many have paid with
— MM AR G P Avunans Vumpasgs Awpasi K- Aupust 1901
—_—— i ; SYONEY ~ 1 Falbert belasda Dparwison Nesember 1113 theu lives. Thoy have done an
A b A L | AN ANE A " i
; LT W § Marsball hilunds Operaiinn Tabrusry 1444 tilstanding job. and tholr hurolsm
——— AR Y 0 T ik AN ' ¥ Hullandis Opasstion Apnl 1M m
ST N IAEH I AL AL, 2 ¥ 1aas Hasman . B Slarsimas Iooids Dpsintsie it - should be recognized. 1t hos baon
MLLEQURNE [a f lunanas lileads i unes As it % |
FOARN DUHC AR By A 00 1R ] R {' 11 Wensers Carslines Operation Beptember 1004 recugnizad by the marng
PuAN TR ALL [ AA M LAl 1 i ; :; ‘l-:-“. h’ahlr&-::f' i ?\n" ll’l‘u'.l Lofimanaied whoe | saw Winm Uy
\ AL LAL R Dl HSIFANE S LI ARD i WHLIINGION L / T I“';:_‘o;m" " -r:;"".::""mi”“ action ol Guam, Poleliu and Iwo ™
PRagimed DAL AREIIC AR | AREING i J NEW ZEAL ANIJ 15 Ohinaws Opersiien April Jume 1840 Joe Rosenthal
] [T " :: :'".I'n\' Operation :'-!'J'-h‘ L] 2 Mivrs Crmernnian
Mluon ot 3 s B i ’::-n-;‘:l‘: Ahpronteans agasnen Jopan .z»::.:: |::I Puitzar Priza Wiae
WHERE GRADUATES SERVED —
BTHLAHSAY 1EADC AT FRS ST INEANTIY DIVISION IS5 13k VACHIMENT S OFHIEE DF WAR INFORMATION (0%1) NOMTHE AN COMAAT AL A COMMAND 055 DETACHMENT 202
AIH AMY HEADOUAITENS AMITUEAL DIVISION AN PANACHIUTF PEGIMENT AL PSYCHOL OGICAL WATY ARF TEAM CHINESE COMDAT COMMAND 15T ALSTRALIAN ARMY
W ARMY HEADOUAITTRS 151 MATINE DIVISION COMDAT 1EAM PACITIC ORDLN OF BATTLE, 151 FLIAN AEGIMEN AL TRALIAN TTH INFANTIY DIVISON
AL ASKAL DUTEHSE COMMAND S0 MAHINE DIVISION VI TH HEGIMEN AL COMOAT TEAM MILITARY INTELLIGENCE CHINESF 2200 INEANTRY LIVISUN AUSTIALIAN §TH INFANTRY DIVISON
HEADOUANTENS WY MAALIEE DIVISION VHTH M GIMENTAL COMINAL TTAM WAL DFPATTMENT CHINESE JTH INFANTRY DIVISON 5 70 JAPANESE LANGUAGE 3CHOOL. CANADIAN FORCES
U TR STATES ANIAY FONCES 1M SO TH o ATH MATINE DIVISION AT HCGHTEN COMMAND VINT I FATIS S1ATION CHINESE 3811 INFANTIY DIVISON WTH INDIAN CONPS, BN ISH ARMY
PACH I ATHEA (USAR ISPA] LA HEANTIY DIVESHN AU MAIRHE DIVISION ATICH AR INTELLIGENCE COGFCTION BIEISEL 3011 INFANTIRY DIVISON CENTHAL INTELLIGENCE GROUR, U S ARMY
VILADOUAI IS UL AN LY TRVISIUN B AL DIVISHIN FHETIE LR LG TION (ATIS) ¥ AUSTIVALIAN D IRFANTIY DIVISHN T BAITISH INDIAN DIVISION
1EORPS NEADOLARTERS VST AL SOUADIION. 138TH SIGHA SONHASIA TAANSLATION AND MOBILE INTELLIGENCE THAINING UNIL BIITISH CHINDITS WD MARINE AMPHIBIOUS SIONAL COHPY
1% GO 1 F ADOUANTENS NS OF STH AN FORCE INTERAIOGATION CENTEN (SEATIC)  TAR nsn—umuleumem_e SECTION KACHIN MANGERS WATH HEADOUARTERS INTELLIGENCE DETACHMENT,

T CORPS HEADGUARTENS AT SULADAON MOBILF SINU TAARSE ATION AND SUPTLME HEADOUARTERS ALLIED U5 ONSENVER GROUP, LIXIE MISSION 150 AND COMMAND, ORINAWA

X} CORMS HEADOUATTENS 4151 INFANTIY DIVISION TTH RADIC SOUADRON INTFRANGA 0N CENTER (SINTIG) EXPEOITIONARY TORCE (SHAFT) BYRON HOT SPRING INTERROOATION PSYCHOLOGICAL WAITF ARE BRANCH, 1 I MANIL A
XY CONPS HEADOUARTLNS nnn WHEANTIY DIVISION AT IRADICY SOUALIICN MUNILE WHND INTFLLIGENCE CENTFR ST REIOADE (MARS TASK FONCE) CENTER NATHINALIST CHINESE 2700 DIVISION

XV COMPS HEANDOQUANTINS ST AM RADIC SUUADRON MORILE PACTEIC OCEAR ATLA [RCIOA) ATSTH INFANTRY REGIMENT UMITED STATES FONCES, CrumA IHEATFR

15T CAVALITY DIVISION i T1H AAF HADIC SOUADION MOTH - COMNAT INTELDIGRHCE CENIEN 14T CAVALRY REGIMENT WS ARMY MILITARY POW IO

ATH INEANTIY DIVISION unln INFAHTRY DIVISION M55 FAR EAST SECTION WASHINGTON GOCUMPNT CERTER AW COMPOSITE LINIT (PROVISIONAL MFTACHMENTS

TUNL IR ARTIVY PUMISACN SOTHLAREARTINY DRSION I TACHIMENT W0 MILLEARTY BN TFLLIGENGE IMERITIL | S MARALINERS)

TUESE AN | SFC T (PATIANTS)



€4/17/97 07:34 FAX 408 927 7554 ' HARRY FUKUHARA Roo:

I guote from Army Regulation f00-8-20, and specificaly Charter?, United
tates Unit Awaxds, 7-1, Intent., Awards are made to organizations when
the herolsm displayed or meritorious service performed is a result of group
effort#. The follewing unit awards aze authorized as recoghiticn of certain
types of service, usually during war, as a means of promoting espirit de #ﬁ
CcoTps. a, Unit decorztions, etc.

MIS personnel were spread throughout several theaters of orexztions and
attached to almost 100 different units during WW II. Althecugh they were
with different units, their mission was the same and their weapon was the
knowledge of the Jaranese language, As mentioned abcve,:promoﬁingespirit
de corps was the purpose of the unit citation then, and for those remsining
over 50 years later, maintaining the espirit de coxps by recognizing their
individual deeds in a group or team effort would bte th e ultimazte awaxd for
these Nisei unsung hervs.

Attached is a 2 page report with 4 enclosures prepared by Harry Akure.
It is a narrative Jjustification for the recommendation of the Meritricus ]Jr’
Unit Commendation for the Nisei MIS soldier who werved his country in tire

of need in a capacity that no others could perform.

Harry K. Fukuhzxa



COL Harry Fukuhara, USA, Ret.
September 9, 1897
Page 3

Unit Citations for MIS

In addition, Congress may enact, as part of this year's
defense kill, a provision that would make the MIS organization,
per se, eligible for military unit decorations. As all of your
fellow MISers know, the MIS is a "service," as opposed to a
"unit." The MIS was never deployed in the field; instead, MIS
linquists and other intelligence specialists were attached
piecemeal to other units, primarily in the Pacific and China-
Burma-India theaters. Because MISers were often not considered
"official"™ members of such units, many werc not eligible for unit
decorations received by the unit to which they were attached,
even though MIS members may have performed important combat and
support roles for the unirt.

If this legislation is enacted, the MIS organization
itself--and thus all MIS members--would be eligible for unit
awards. An application must be submitted within 2 years for this
purpecse. I am convinced that the collective heroism and service
displayed by the more than 6000 MISers during World War II is
worthy of any unit decoration, up to and including the
Presidential Unit Citation.

That concludes my report omn various MIS initiatives. I
appreciate the central role that you, Harry, and other MIS
leaders have played in all of these efforts. I hope that we
can continue to work together to ensure that all MIS veterans
will live to see the day when their achievements are recognized
by all Americans. Meanwhile, I extend my best wishes to the
hundreds of MISersz and their families who are expected to

participate in this week’s reunion.

Alcoha pumehana,

Qfa’my

DANIEL K. AKAKA
U.S. Senator

09/09/97 10:48 TX/RX NO.1250 P.004
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-4, Presemation ot awerds

Uit awsrds will be presented at an appropriawe formal ceremony at
the carfisst practicable datc afeer che gwerd is announced. FM 22-5
mh&ecmuy&tpmmd‘mﬁaﬂuzm

revyiew.

Seciion Ul
Policy

7=-5. Records
Appropriate documents concerning umit awards will be placed in
the unit’s argancrational history ke Refer o AR 870-5.

7-5. Reatrictions

Not mare than gne of tha above unit wwards will be awarded for the
samme act of herolsm or the same period of meritorious service

7=7. Unit award emblem=

a A.nmdandnalumtxmdmblmu:mhmmdforwan
the oniform for the Presidential Unit Cirarion, Jomt Meritorigus

%ﬁi Vaiorods Uzt A‘m_@‘_’ﬂ;‘_—
¥), Aix Fores Outstanding Undt Award, Air Force Orga-
mizatonal Excellence

Awerd and Army Superior Unit Award. AR
6701 contains infarmadion on the temporary and pormanent wesr
of U and foreign ot awards,

b Apportenzncrs for wear on unit xward emhlems are outlined

(1) Oak Lexf Cluster. An Cak Leaf Cluster is autharized for wear
for each additional award of the Presidential Unir Citation (Army),
Joint Meritericns Unit Award, Valoroos Unit Award, Meritorioos
Unit Cemmendaricn (Army). Air Farca Outstanding Uait Award,
Air Force Qrgmmranonal Excellcuce Award, and the Army Supe-
nicr Unit Award, '

() Service Stxrs. A bronze o silver fvepainted star  3/16-inch
ind:mnmmdmmmmnmmm
Prexidential Ungit Cimarion (Navy) and Navy Unit Commendation.
The silver five-sointed star is worn instead of fve bromre stars.

7=8. Unit citation and battie creodit regiater

a. DA Pam 672~1 contains the following types of nformation
concerning all affected unity for service doring Wodd War IT and
the Korean conflics:

(1) Campaign participarion credits. -

(2) Assault landing credits.

€ (3) Distinguished Unit Citation (redesignated ax Presidentisl
Uuit Citanion [Army] in [966).

o (4) Presidentizl Unit Citation=,

P(J) Metitoriouws Unit Commendatons.

(6) Foreign nnit cimticns.

(7} US. Alr Fores outstanding nnit ciationa.

(8) Army of occupation cradirs.

(5) Bertin xicif ”

& Simrilar infermarion for the Temnmconﬂ;ctmcwmudm
DA Pam 672-3.

" e Unit commanders and recards cnstodians are ea-
pmdlcmDAPmm—lmdDAPmén—lmm
with persormed records ta determine xnd confirm enritierent of ia-
awmmmmcmmmmmﬁmdmr
Tecognition. All verified entitlements will be satared into persouned
records of mdividuals coacerned per AR 640-2-1.

7-9. Unit Decorations for U.S. Army advisory parsonnel

A U.S. Army agdvisor to a foreign it Is suthorized to wear U.S.
decorations swarded to the foreign umit, 21 long a5 the advisor was
manduwdhthnumdnﬂngthemdmorm

F.as

7-10. wmmmmm-ﬂm
devicea

a. Strearsers 2nd silver bands will be supplied upon approval of
mmnmnsmmwu.&mswm
tivity, Philadelphia, ATIN: STRAP-SEF, PO Box 13460, Phila-
deiphia, PA (9101-3460. Unit decorations, campaign stresmers and
silver bunds, and war service streamers and silver bands will be -
sued by the Comrmander, U.S. Army Support Activity, Philadel.
mmvmﬁuaundmdﬂmmbymwaf}ﬁhmﬂu-
tory. To obtzin verification of entitiement, requisitions subminted
for these items must show tha specific dedigmation of the requirmg
uniz and the approprisre macriptdon (that i, neme of the campxign,
wxr) if appHeable. -

b See AR 725~30 amd AR 340-10 for additional informatien on
supply and requisition of streamers,

7-11. lssue to naxt of kin

Whea it {s determined by CG, PERSCOM (TAPC-PDA) or the
CG. ARPERCEN, an issur of unit deccration emblems may be
cade posthumotnly ta the primary next of kin as indiextad by offi-
cial DA records. The following arder of precedencs will govern: sur.
viving spouse, eldest child, father or mother, cldest xibling, or cidest
grandchild, Duplicate issue will not be Tozde to 2 next of kin when
the records indizate prmoumu:wumde:oﬂnﬁmsmm
mamber.

Section Il i
U.S. Unit Decorations

7=12. Description

& Ths fullowing US. unir decorarions, in order of precedence,
have been escablished o recognize cutstanding heroism ar exc=p-
tionally merirorions condnct n the porformmanee of cusoding ser-
vices:

& (1) Presidential Unit Gtation (Acmy and Alr Fores).

(2) Presidendal Ungit Gtaton (Navy).

(3) Jomt Meritorious Umir Award,

(4) Valorous Unit Award,

)(5) Meritarious Unit Commendarion (Armoy).

(6) Nuvy Unit Commendation. |

(7)) Meriioriows Uit Cammendagon (Navy)

{®) Air Force Outstandimg Unit Award.

(9) Air Force Orgarizaticnal BExcaitence Award.

(10) Army Supertor Unit Award.

(L1) Ciratom in Orders—Unit Recognition.

b Refer to AR 670-1 for wear mstractions for the Presidential
Unit Cirxtion (Navy), Presidential Unit Giation (Air Focce), Jant
Mﬂimnz:u Unit Awsxd, Nayy Unir Commendation, Axr Force

Unit Award, Meritorions Unit Commendation (Navy)
and Ajr Force Orgamiraganal Bxcellence Award,

7-13. Presidential Unit Citatian (Army)

a G’M&EE&HM!NMBG&.&:WUM
Citation was redesigmated the Presidential Unnt Citagon (Army).
The Prexidential Unit Cration (FUC) is awarded ta umits of the
Armed Forces of the United States and cobelligerenat nations for ex-
tracrdinary heroism in action against an armed coemy occurring on
or after 7 December 1941, The unit mmat dispisy soch gallantry, de-
termination, and esprit de corps In aecomplishing its mission under
extremely difficult and hazardous condittons x4 to ser it apart fom
and above other unity participating in the same cxmpaign. The de-
gree of hexroism required is the same »s thar which would wamrant
swaxd of 2 Distinguished Service Cross w an individusl. Extenced
petiods of nombat duty or partcipation in 2 karge number of opera-
Lmlm:&cpmumnnmanﬁamlhzwdmﬂ\
mnﬂthn:dbymwhchhwmupﬂdhnnﬂtﬂg
succeasive actions covering reletivaly hris time spares. It {s oot rea-
sonabie t presume that entire tnits can snsmxin Disunguished Sex-
vice Croas performamee fixr extended periods except undst the most
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Harry Akune

From: Peter Huisking <peterhuisking@hotmail.com>
To: <hakune@earthlink.net>

Sent: Friday, June 23, 2000 1:54 PM

Subject: Re: Fw: MIS Unit Citation.

Good remarks by President at the MOH ceremony....Pete

----Original Message Follows----

From: "Harry Akune" <hakune@earthlink.net>

To: "Peter Huisking" <peterhuisking@hotmail.com>
CC: "Grant Ichikawa" <ichikawa@erols.com>
Subject: Fw: MIS Unit Citation.June 21, 2000

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT AT CEREMONY HONORING ASIAN AMERICAN MEDAL

OF HONOR
RECIPIENTS THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release

June 21, 2000

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT AT CEREMONY HONORING ASIAN AMERICAN MEDAL
OF HONOR

RECIPIENTS

South Lawn Pavilion 4:45 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Chaplain Hicks; distinguished members of the Senate and the
House who are here in large numbers; Secretary and Mrs. Cohen; Secretary and
Mrs. West; Secretary Shalala; other members of the administration who are

here, | thank all of you for being here on this profoundly important day.

In early 1945, a young Japanese American of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team
lay dead on a hill in southern France -- the casualty of fierce fighting

with the Germans. A chaplain went up to pray over him, to bless him, to

bring him back down. As the Chaplain later said, "l found a letter in his

pocket. The soldier had just learned that some vandals in California had

burned down his father's home and barn in the name of patriotism. And yet,

this young man had volunteered for every patrol he could go on."
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In a few moments | will ask the military aides to read individual citations,
detailing the extraordinary bravery of 22 Asian American soldiers — some
still with us, some to be represented by family members. We recognize them
today with our nation's highest military honor, the Medal of Honor. They
risked their lives, above and beyond the call of duty. And in so doing, they
did more than defend America; in the face of painful prejudice, they helped
to define America at its best.

We have many distinguished Americans here today -- members of the Senate and
House, including at least one Medal of Honor winner, Senator Kerrey. We have
former senators and House members here. But there is one person | would like

to introduce and ask to stand because, in a profound and fundamental way, he
stands on the shoulders of these whom we honor today, and all those who have
worked for 50 years to set the record straight. Ladies and gentlemen, |

would like to recognize the Chief of Staff of the United States Army,

General Eric Shinseki. (Applause.)

Immediately following Pearl Harbor, Japanese Americans in the United States
military were forced to surrender their weapons. National Guardsmen were
dismissed; volunteers were rejected; draft-age youth were classified as --

quote -- "enemy aliens." Executive Order 9066 authorized military commanders
to force more than 100,000 Japanese Americans from their homes and farms and
businesses onto trains and buses and into camps, where they were placed
behind barbed wire in tar-paper barracks, in places like Manzanar, Heart
Mountain, Topaz. | am sad to say that one of the most compelling marks of my
youth is that one of those was in my home state.

One resident of the camps remembers his 85-year-old grandmother standing in
line for food, with her tin cup and plate. Another remembers only watch

towers, guards, guilt and fear. Another has spent years telling her

children, "No, Grandfather was not a spy."

The astonishing fact is that young men of Japanese descent, both in Hawaii
and on the mainland, were still willing, even eager, to take up arms to
defend America.

In 1942, a committee of the Army recommended against forming a combat unit
of Japanese Americans, citing -- and | quote -- "the universal distrust in

which they are held." Yet, Americans of Japanese ancestry, joined by others
of good faith, pressed the issue, and a few months later President Roosevelt
authorized a combat team of Japanese American volunteers.

In approving the unit FDR said, "Americanism is a matter of the mind and
heart. American is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry." That
statement from President Roosevelt, so different from the executive order of
just a year before, showed a nation pulled between its highest ideals and

its darkest fears. We were not only fighting for freedom and equality

abroad, we were also in a struggle here at home over whether America would
be defined narrowly, on the basis of race, or broadly, on the basis of

shared values and ideals.
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When young Japanese American men volunteered enthusiastically, some
Americans were puzzled. But those who volunteered knew why. Their own
country had dared to question their patriotism and they would not rest until
they had proved their loyalty.

As sons set off to war, so many mothers and fathers told them, live if you
can; die if you must; but fight always with honor, and never, ever bring
shame on your family or your country.

Rarely has a nation been so well-served by a people it has so ill-treated.

For their numbers and length of service, the Japanese Americans of the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team, including the 100th Infantry Battalion, became the
most decorated unit in American military history. By the end of the war,
America's military leaders in Europe all wanted these men under their
command. Their motto was "Go or Broke." They risked it all to win it all.

They created a custom of reverse AWOL - wounded soldiers left their
hospital beds against doctor's order to return to battle. They were veterans
of seven brutal campaigns. They fought in Italy to overwhelm entrenched
German positions that blocked the path north. They fought in France and
liberated towns that still remember them with memorials. They took 800
casualties in just five days of continuous combat in southern France, to
rescue the lost battalion of Texas which had been surrounded by German
troops.

As their heroic efforts forced back the Nazis in Europe, news of their
patriotism began to beat back prejudice in America. But prejudice is a
stubborn foe. Captain Daniel Inouye, back from the war, in full uniform,
decorated with the Distinguished Service Cross, the Bronze Star, Purple
Heart with Cluster, and 12 other medals and citations, tried to get a
haircut and was told, "We don't cut Jap hair." As Captain Inouye said later,
"l was tempted to break up the place," but he had already done all the
fighting he needed to do.

People across the country had learned of his heroism and that of his
colleagues, and loyal Americans were eager to teach others the difference
between patriotism and prejudice. A group of Army veterans who knew
firsthand the heroism of Japanese American soldiers, attacked prejudice in a
letter to the Des Moines Register. It said, "When you have seen these boys
blown to bits, going through shellfire that others refused to go through,

that is the time to voice your opinion, not before."

In Los Angeles, a Japanese American soldier boarded a bus in full uniform,
as a passenger hurled a racial slur. The driver heard the remark, stopped
the bus, and said, "Lady, apologize to this American soldier or get off my
bus." This defense of our ideals here at home was inspired by the courage of
Japanese Americans in battle.

Senator Inouye, you wrote that your father told you as you left at age 18 to
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join the Army and fight a war that the Inouyes owe an unrepayable debt to
America. If | may say so, sir, more than half a century later, America owes
an unrepayable debt to you and your colleagues. (Applause.)

Fifty-four summers ago, just a few steps from this very spot, President

Truman greeted the returning members of the 442nd and told them, "You fought
not only the enemy, but you fought prejudice, and you have won." Let us not
also forget that Americans of Japanese, Korean, Chinese and Filipino

descent, along with Alaskan natives, all faced the same blind prejudice.

That is why we are proud to honor here today the service of 2nd Lieutenant
Rudolph B. Davila, an American of Filipino and Spanish descent, who risked
his life to help break through the German lines near Anzio; and Captain
Francis Wai, an American of Chinese descent, who gave his life securing an
important beachhead in the Philippine Islands. Americans of Asian descent
did much more than prove they were Americans; they made our nation more
American. They pushed us toward that more perfect union of our founder's

dreams.

The report of the Presidential Commission on Wartime Relocation and
Internment of Civilians, some 20 years ago now, called internment an
injustice, based on "race prejudice, war hysteria and a failure of political
leadership." It prescribed several steps for redress, including an apology
from the Congress and the President.

Some years later, many leaders backed legislation sponsored by Senator
Daniel Akaka, to review the combat records of Asian Americans in World War
[l to determine if any: deserving service members had been passed over for
the Medal of Honor. The review found, indeed, that some extraordinarily
brave soldiers never did receive the honors they clearly had earned.

So today, America awards 22 of them the Medal of Honor. They risked their
lives, on their own initiative, sometimes even against orders, to take out
machine guns, give aid to wounded soldiers, draw fire, pinpoint the enemy,
protect their own. People who can agree on nothing else fall silent before
that kind of courage.

But it is long past time to break the silence about their courage, to put

faces and names with the courage, and to honor it by name: Davila, Hajiro,
Hayashi, Inouye, Kobashigawa, Okutsu, Sakato, Hasemoto, Hayashi, Kuroda,
Moto, Muranaga, Nakae, Nakamine, Nakamura, Nishimoto, Ohata, Okubo, Ono,
Otani, Tanouye, Wai. These American soldiers, with names we at long last
recognize as American names, made an impact that soars beyond the force of
any battle. They left a lasting imprint on the meaning of America. They

didn't give up on our country, even when too many of their countrymen and
women had given up on them. They deserve, at the least, the most we can give
-- the Medal of Honor.

| would like now to ask the military aides to read the citations.
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