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Chess is a learning tool that just happens to be a 

game

Chess is a classic game of strategy, invented more than 1500 years ago in

India. In the centuries since its invention, chess has spread to every country

in the world. In al  over world, it has also received endorsement by many

educators   and   researchers.   The   word   is   out:   Chess   improves   logical

thinking skil s. Studies demonstrate that math and reading scores improve

when students learn chess. Thousands of sighted children are involved in

chess training; many local, state and national tournaments draw from 300

up to over 2000 children each year. 

In India chess is growing very fast since 1990. More and more children are

learning   chess   in   systematic   way.  Result   of   this,   in   schools   across   the

country, chess is making a strong contribution to sighted children's learning

across academic areas. Chess is a learning tool that just happens to be a

game. 

 Benefits of chess

Chess   is   the   only  game   where   a   blind   person   can   play  at   par   with   his

sighted counter part but even out perform them. This has been proved now

and again in last 20 years in India in that matter at al  over world. We are

promoting this game because it gives us equal opportunity but there are lots

of other benefits of chess. 

Studies conducted over the 30 years show that students' IQs increase and

test scores improve after less than a year of systematic chess study. 

Chess is: 



Fun and motivational, turning problem-solving into a game 



A thinking game, encouraging students to use patterns and logical

deductive reasoning to solve problems. 

Chess Develops and Improves: 

• Memory and concentration 

• The capacity to predict consequences. 

• Self-esteem, builds team spirit and increases concentration 

We are planning to bring chess in schools for the blind because we believe

it   directly   contributes   to   academic   performance   and   their   personality

development. Chess makes kids smarter. 

It does so by teaching the following skil s: 

Focusing,   Visualizing,   Thinking   Ahead,   Weighing   Option,   Analyzing

Concretely,   Thinking   Abstractly,   Planning   and   Juggling   Multiple

Considerations Simultaneously, 

None of these skil s are specific to chess, but they are all part of the game. 

The beauty of chess as a teaching tool is that it stimulates children's minds

and helps them to build these skil s while enjoying themselves. As a result, 

children become more critical thinkers, better problem solvers, and more

independent decision makers. 

Al  these skil s  are very important for being successful.  I want  our  blind

children should be able to compete with their sighted counter part in every

aspect of the life. Technology has played the revolutionary role in bridging

the gaps. These skills and technology wil  help blind persons to face any

challenges and excel in their respective career. 

 Why Offer Chess in Schools? 

Academic Benefits

We have planning to bring chess in schools because we believe it directly

contributes to academic performance. Chess makes kids smarter. It does so

by teaching the following skil s: 

Focusing:   Children   are   taught   the   benefits   of   observing   careful y   and

concentrating. If they don't watch what is happening, they can't respond to it, 

no matter how smart they are. 

Visualizing: Children are prompted to imagine a sequence of actions before

it happens. We actual y strengthen the ability to visualize by training them to

shift the pieces in their mind, first one, then several moves ahead. 

Thinking Ahead: Children are taught to think first, then act. We teach them

to ask themselves "If I do this, what might happen then, and how can I

respond?" Over time, chess helps develop patience and thoughtfulness. 

Weighing Option’s: Children are taught that they don't have to do the first

thing   that   pops   into   their   mind.   They   learn   to   identify   alternatives   and

consider the pros and cons of various actions. 

Analyze   Concretely:   Children   learn   to   evaluate   the   results   of   specific

actions and sequences. Does this sequence help me or hurt me? Decisions

are better when guided by logic, rather than just by impulse. 

Thinking  Abstractly:   Children   are   taught   to   step   back   periodical y  from

details and consider the bigger picture. They also learn to take patterns

used in one context and apply them to different, but related situations. 

Planning: Children are taught to develop longer range goals and take steps

toward bringing them about. They are also taught of the need to reevaluate

their plans as new developments change the situation. 

Evaluation   of   multiple   considerations   simultaneously:   Children   are

encouraged not to become overly absorbed in any one consideration, but to

try to weigh various factors al  at once. 

None of these skil s are specific to chess, but they are all part of the game. 

The beauty of chess as a teaching tool is that it stimulates children's minds

and helps them to build these skil s while enjoying themselves. As a result, 

children become more critical thinkers, better problem solvers, and more

independent decision makers. 

 Research

These conclusions have been backed up by educational research. Studies

have been done in various countries in the world, showing that chess results

in  increased scores on standardized tests  for  both  reading and math. A

study on a large scale chess program in New York City, which involved more

than 100 schools and 3,000 children, showed higher classroom grades in

both English and Maths for children involved in chess. 

Studies in Houston, Texas and Bradford, Pennsylvania showed chess leads

to higher scores on the Watson Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal and the

Torrance Tests of Creative Thinking. 

 Social Benefits

Playing chess with friends

In the schools, chess often serves as a bridge, bringing together children of

different ages, races and genders in an activity they can al  enjoy. Chess

helps   build   individual   friendships   and   also   school   spirit   when   children

compete   together   as   teams   against   other   schools.   Chess   also   teaches

children about sportsmanship - how to win graciously and not give up when

encountering defeat. For children with adjustment issues, there are many

examples where chess has led to increased motivation, improved behavior, 

better self-image, and even improved attendance. Chess provides a positive

social outlet, a wholesome recreational activity that can be easily learned

and enjoyed at any age. 

 Why does chess have this impact? 

Why did chess players score higher on the Tests of Creative Thinking as

well as the Critical Thinking Appraisal? Briefly, there appear to be at least

seven significant factors: 

1) Chess accommodates al  modality strengths. 

2) Chess provides a far greater quantity of problems for practice. 

3) Chess offers immediate punishments and rewards for problem solving. 

4) Chess creates a pattern or thinking system that, when used faithful y, 

breeds success. The chess-playing students had become accustomed to

looking for more and different alternatives, which resulted in higher scores in

fluency and originality. 

5)   Competition.   Competition   fosters   interest,   promotes   mental   alertness, 

challenges   all   students,   and   elicits   the   highest   levels   of   achievement

(Stephan, 1988). 

6) A learning environment organized around games has a positive affect on

students’   attitudes   toward   learning.   This   affective   dimension   acts   as   a

facilitator

of cognitive achievement (Al en & Main, 1976). Instructional gaming is one

of the most motivational tools in the good teacher’s repertoire. Children love

games. Chess motivates them to become wil ing problem solvers and spend

hours quietly immersed in logical thinking. These same young people often

cannot sit stil  for fifteen minutes in the traditional classroom. 

7)   Chess   supplies   a   variety  and   quality  of   problems.  As   Langen   (1992)

states: “The problems that arise in the 70-90 positions of the average chess

game are, moreover, new. Contexts are familiar, themes repeat, but game

positions never do. This makes chess good grist for the problem-solving

mil . 

Chess – Relevance to the visually challenged

Chess   is   particularly  relevant   for   visual y  impaired   person.   It   is   the   only

game that the visually impaired can play against the sighted on an equal

footing.   In   fact,   visually   impaired   players   have   pitted   their   wits   against

sighted players in open tournaments and have acquitted themselves very

well. 

Chess provides an opportunity for the visual y impaired persons to prove

that they can match the sighted, if not do better. Given the right exposure to

tournaments, the accessibility to study material and computers (which the

sighted have access to), visually impaired can outperform the sighted in this

game. 

 How do visually challenged person play chess

The game is played between two players. It is played on a square board

which   is   divided   into   64   Equal   Squares     which   are   dark   and   light

alternatively. For Visual y challenge players the dark square is raised from

surface.   To  know   more   about   how   blind   players   can   play   chess,   read

following Para carefully. . 

The Chess Board of 64 squares has the fol owing modifications:

1)

Al  the Black squares are raised about 3-4 mm above the        white

squares. By feeling the squares, the player is able to determine whether the

square is a black or a white one. 

2)

Each of the squares on the Board has a hole in the center so that the

pieces can be fixed in these holes. 

3)

Each of the pieces has a downward projection (nail) at the base, which

fits   into   the   hole   in   the   squares   on   the   Board,   thereby  fixing   the   piece

securely on the board. 

4)

Al  the Black pieces have a pin fixed on their heads helping the player

distinguish between a white and a black piece. 

The  players  therefore, by feeling  the raised or the  lowered squares  can

figure out whether the piece is on a black or a white square. By feeling the

shape of the pieces, they can determine whether the piece is a Pawn, Rook, 

Bishop, Knight, Queen or King. The touch of the pin on the pieces helps the

player from distinguishing a white piece from a black one. The player is

therefore able to have a clear picture in his mind of the position on the

Board. He is now ready to take on any opponent, sighted or otherwise. 

After   making   every   move,   the   visually   impaired   person   is   required   to

announce   the   move   aloud,   so   that   his   opponent   comes   to   know  of   the

move. Instead of writing the moves on a Score Sheet, the visual y impaired

player writes the moves in Brail e or records the moves on a tape recorder. 

Wel , now time has come to have closer orientation of chess board before

goind ahead with next lesson. Please take the board in hand and observe all

the characteristics of the board explain above. 

Chess board and notations

Chess notations:

In earlier lesson, we have learned how Brail e chess board looks like. As you

observed, the chess board has 64 squares with 8 rows and 8 collums. The

column or the standing line is cal ed as a “FILE”.  The files are named from

the alphabet a til  h viz. a, b, c, d, e, f, g, and h, starting from the left on

White’s side. 

The row or the sleeping line is called as “RANK”. They are named by the

numbers starting from white side from 1 to 8. 

Other than the files and ranks the board also contains “DIAGONAL” shown

in the diagrams. The diagonals may vary in length from one another. 

The   file   and   rank   contains   both   light   (lower)   and   dark   (Upper)   colour

squares, diagonal can be only of dark or light colour. Thus the diagonals can

be divided in two categories Dark Diagonal or Light Diagonal. Diagonals are

named by the starting and end squares. There is only two diagonal viz. a1-

h8, h1-a8 which contains 8 squares between them and they run through the

centre of the board they are cal ed as long diagonal. There are 26 diagonals

all together 

Viz

a8b8c8d8e8f8g8h8a7b7c8d7e7f7g7h7a6b66d6e6f6g6h6a5b5c5d5e5f5g5

h5a4b4c4d4e4f4g4h4a3b3c3d3e3f3g3h3a2b2c2d2e2f2g2h2a1b1c1d1e1f

1g1h1a7-b8, a6-c8, a5-d8, a4-e8, a3-f8, a2-g8, a1-h8, b1-h7, c1-h6, d1-h5, 

e1-h4, f1-h3, g1-h2,b1-a2, c1-a3, d1-a4, e1-a5, f1-a6, g1-a7, h1- a8, h2-b8, 

h3-c8, h4-d8, h5-e8, h6-f8, h7-g8, 

The chess board 

How to place the board on the table? 

We place a board in such a way that the right hand corner square must be

light square, it  means lower square, i.e the  square and a8 squares are light

in colour. Remember Right must be White. 

Arranging the board

There  are  altogether 32 chessmen,16 white and  16 black.  The game  is

played between two players one plays with white and the other plays with

black. Thus in the starting position the white pawns are placed on the 2nd

rank while pieces are on 1st rank. Whereas Black Pieces are placed on the

8th rank while Pawns on 7 rank. Based on the files and ranks each square

has   a   unique   name   of   its   own.   The   name   is   derived   by   taking   into

consideration the name of the file fol owed by the rank. 

Diagram: 01

White: King e1,Queen d1,Knight (N) b1 and g1,Bishop c1 and f1,Rook a1

and h1,Pawns a2, b2, c2, d2, e2, f2, g2 and h2

Black: King e8,Queen d8,Knight (N) b8 and g8,Bishop c8 and f8,Rook a8

and h8,Pawns a7, b7, c7, d7, e7, f7, g7 and h7

The   diagram   shows   how   to   place   the   pieces   in   the   starting.   In   al   the

diagrams white side is shown down and black side is shown up. 

The pawn is never called a piece. Thus in the starting position there are 8

pawns from each side and 8 pieces. 

The pieces are:- 

KingKkKOne   from   each   sideQueenQWqQOne   from   each   sideRookRrR

Two   from   each   sideBishopLlBTwo   from   each   sideKnight   NnNTwo   from

each sidePawn PpEight from each side

When the board is equally divided horizontal y in two parts we get “white

side”   where   white   chessmen   are   placed   and   “black   side”   where   black

chessmen are placed. 

a8b8c8d8e8f8g8h8a7b7c8d7e7f7g7h7a6b66d6e6f6g6h6a5b5c5d5e5f5g5

h5a4b4c4d4e4f4g4h4a3b3c3d3e3f3g3h3a2b2c2d2e2f2g2h2a1b1c1d1e1f

1g1h1

 And when the line is drawn vertically to divided the board in two equal parts

then we get “Queen Side” where we wil  find both Queens and “King Side” 

where we wil  find both the Kings. Thus whites King side is always on right

hand side and Blacks on left. 

a8b8c8d8e8f8g8h8a7b7c8d7e7f7g7h7a6b66d6e6f6g6h6a5b5c5d5e5f5g5

h5a4b4c4d4e4f4g4h4a3b3c3d3e3f3g3h3a2b2c2d2e2f2g2h2a1b1c1d1e1f

1g1h1Queen side

Kingside

Introduction to Ruy Lopez (Spanish opening)

ECO Code: C60 - C99

Type: King's Pawn Game

1. 

e4 e5 2. N f3 N c6 3.B b5

2. 

The Ruy Lopez (also known as the Spanish Opening) is a chess opening 

beginning with the moves 1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5. While this opening 

was first noted in the Gottingen Manuscript around 1490, it is named after 

Ruy López de Segura, a 16th century Spanish priest who published a book 

on chess in 1561. His book,  Libro del Ajedrez, included analysis of the 

opening which would later bear his name. 

The first ever recorded modern chess game with Ruy Lopez opening was in 

1803 between Hermann Victor Hesse and an unknown player ended 1-0. 

Several notable games include:

1. Lasker vs Capablanca, 1914 (1-0)

2. Capablanca vs Marshal , 1918 (1-0)

3. Tal vs Hjartarson, 1987 (1-0)

4. Kasparov vs Karpov, 1990 (1-0)

5. Shiven vs Pruijssers, 2011 (1/2 - 1/2)

The Ruy Lopez is regarded as one of white's best attempts to achieve an 

advantage in double king-pawn openings and is popular with both beginners

and experienced players. It is commonly seen in games played at the 

grandmaster level. 

The key is to put pressure on the e5 pawn quickly. However, after 3...a6 4. b 

x c6 dxc6 5. N x e5 white gets into trouble with 5...Q d4! 

This is why White's 5th move in this, The Exchange Variation, is usual y 0-0 

or sometimes d4. The great thing about the Ruy Lopez is that Black doesn't 

have to play 3. ... a6 and White doesn't have to exchange if he does! The 

Lopez is a complex maze of opening possibilities and deeply analyzed 

variations that you could play your whole life and never get to the bottom 

of. 

The standard, accepted main line of the Ruy Lopez is: 1. e4 e5 2. N f3 N c6 

3. B b5 a6 4. B a4 N f6 5. 0-0 B e7 6. R e1 b5 7. B b3 d6 8. c3 0-0 9. h3 and

here, where Black picks his strategy to counter the impending d4 push by 

White in the center, the further course of the game is determined. 

Annotated games

So lets Begin the journey….. 

 (1) Carlsen,Magnus (2810) - Caruana,Fabiano (2675) [C77]

Corus Wijk aan Zee (13), 31.01.2010

 [Postny,E]

1. e4e5

2. N f3 N c6 

3. B b5 a6

4. B a4 N f6 

5. d3d6

6. c3g6

7. N b d2 B g7 

8. N f1 0–0

 [It's strange that this move hasn't appeaed at the top level so far. 

Objectively speaking, Black doesn't have have problems in this line anyway, 

but the move in the text seems to give Black some chances for evne more 

than equality.]

[9...h6 

10. B h4 N e7

(10...b5 

11. B b3 N a5 

12. B c2 c5 

13. N e3 B e6 

14. 0–0 Q d7 

15.a3 N g4 

16. N x g4 B x g4 

17. h3 B e6= 1–0 Tiviakov,S (2648)-Eljanov,P (2701)/Montreal 2007/CBM

119 (39)) 

11. N e3 c6 

12. 0–0 Q c7 

13. B b3 b5 

14. a4 B b7 

15. Q d2 K h7 

16. a x b5 a x b5 

17. R x a8 B x a8 

18. R a1 B b7= 0–1 Papp,G (2509)-Almasi,Z (2668)/Nyiregyhaza 2008/CBM

126 (40)]

10.Q e2 Q d6 

11.B x f6 [I don't see any reason to give up the bishop.]

[11.N g3= Objectively, the knight is out of place on g3. Stil , this is the way to

complete the development without any concession.]

11...B x f6 12.N e3 [White can't win a pawn like this: 

12.exd5 Q x d5 

13.N e3 Q d6 

14.N c4 Q e6 

15.B x c6 Q x c6 

16.N c x e5 B x e5 

17.N x e5 Q x g2³]

12...N e7 [Black is already slightly better.]

13. B b3 c6 

14. h4?! [White doesn't have any grounds for this kind of attack.]

[14.0–0 is clearly safer.]

14... B e6 15.N g5  [15.h5 is just a punch in the air. Black can start the

queenside offensive by 15...a5³]

15...B d7 16.R d1 R a d8 17. Q f3!? [Magnus is consequent. Objectively, 

this idea leads to a worse position for White, but at least Black has to find

some precise moves here.]

[17.N f3³ would clearly indicate that al  White's previous play was false.]

17...h6 

18.N c4! [This is the point.]

18...d x c4 

19.d x c4 N d 5™ 

20.N   h3   h5! [Caruana   finds   the   best   way   to   parry   white's   attacking

attempts.]

[20...B x h4?! 

21.c x d5 K g7 

22.N f 4!? e x f4 

23.R x h4 g5 

24.R h1 f5 

25.e x f5 B x f5 

26.d x c6 R f e8+ 

27.K f1 Q x c6 

28.Q x c6 R x d1+ 

29.B x d1 b x c6 is also slightly better for Black, but is quite messy on the

way.]

21.Q g3 B g4 

22.R d2 [22.f3?? Q e7!–+]

22...B x h4! [Nice counterblow, simplifying to a better ending.]

[22...Q e7? 

23. c x d5 c x d5 

24.B x d5 B x h4 25.Q e3÷]

23.Q x h4 Q f6 

24.Q x f6 N x f6 

25.N g5 c5 [Black is clearly better, as he is practical y a pawn up.]

26.f3 B c8 27.B a4 K g7 28.R xd8 R xd8 29.b4? [Looks like a nervous slip

of the finger.]

[For example: 29.g3µ was the normal way to continue.]

29...R d3–+ [Now White just loses a pawn without any compensation.]

30.b x c5 [Funny tripled pawns, which are going to be eaten one by one.]

30...R x c3 

31.K d2 R x c4 

32.B b3 R x c5 

33.N x f7 a5 

34.R c1 [34.N d6 is an suggestion by the chess engine, but with precise play

Black should win this.]

34...R x c1 

35. K x c1 a4 

36. B c4 b5 

37. N d6 b x c4 

38. N x c8 h4 

39. N b6 N h5 

40. N x c4 K f6? [It wasn't an easy choice for Caruana, especially in time

trouble. The difference between the two lines is rather subtle, but important!]

[40...N f4! 

41.N x e5 N x g2 

42.N g4   (42.K d2 K f6 43.N g4+   would be just a transposition.  )   42...N e1

43.N h2 K f6 

44.K d2 N g2 

45.N g4+ K g5 Here the white knight must guard the h-pawn, and doesn't

have time to go for the a-pawn. 

46.K e2 h3 

47.K f2 K h4! 

48.N h2  (48.e5 N f4–+)  48...N f4 

49.K e3 g5 

50.N f1 N g6! 

51.K f2 N e5 

52.K e3 N c6 

53.a3 N e5–+]

41.K d2 N f4 

42.K e3 [42.N e3? fal s to a typical tactical trick: 

42...K g5 

43. K e1 N x g2+! 

44. N x g2 h3 

45. K f2 h2–+]

42...N x g2+ 

43. K f2 N f4 

44. N b2 [The exchange of a-pawns is in favour of the defending side.]

44...a3 

45. N c4 N d3+ 

46. K g2 K g5 [46...N b4 47.N xa3 N xa2 48.N b5 N b4 49.K h3 g5 50.N d6

N d3 51.N c4 Black can torture his opponent for a long time, but I don't real y

see a constructive winning plan.]

47.N x a3 K f4 48.N c2 [Now it's a clear draw, since the a-pawn gives White

counterplay.]

48...N b2 

49. N b4 h3+ 

50. K x h3 K x f3 

51. K h4 K f4 

52. N d5+ K x e4 

53. N e7 K f3 

54. N x g6 e4 

55. N e5+ K f4 

56. N g4 N a4 [A somewhat lucky escape for the World number one, which

yielded him another victory in an elite tournament!]

Result: ½–½

 (2) Caruana,Fabiano (2804) - Hou,Yifan (2663) [C83]

Gashimov Memorial Shamkir (3), 28.05.2016

 [Stohl,I]

1. e4 e5 

2. N f3 N c6 

3. B b5 a6 

4. B a4 N f6 

5. 0–0 N x e4  [Lately the Open Ruy Lopez has experienced a significant

surge in popularity. In Shamkir Caruana played it with both colours, Hou

Yifan faced it in the World Championship match against M.Muzychuk earlier

this year and subsequently took it up herself with Black. Other top GMs as

Giri and DIng Liren have added it to their repertoires as wel .]

[5...B  e7  is  stil   the  most  popular  alternative, leading  to  the  Closed  Ruy

Lopez.]

6. d4 b5 

7. B b3 d5 

8. d x e5 B e6 

9. N b d2 [9.B e3 is one of the tricky sidelines: Black mostly continues his

development with 9...B e7 (After 9...N c5 White can fight for an advantage

with 10.N c3!?  (10.c3 B e7  transposes to 9...?e7 ) 

10...N x b3 

11. c x b3 B e7 

12. R c1 Q d7 

13. h3 (13.B g5 0–0 

14. B x e7 N x e7 

15. Q d4 R a d8 

16. Q a7  (16.h3!?²)  16...N c6 

17. Q x a6 B g4 

18. N d1 N b8 

19. Q b7 B x f3 

20. g x f3 Shirov,A (2689)-Simacek,P (2454) Czech Republic 2016 20...Q

e6!°) 

13...0–0 

14. N e2 f6 

15. e x f6 R x f6 

16. N e d4 N x d4 

17. B x d4 R f 5 

18. N e 5 Q c8 

19. N c6 B d6 

20. B c5 Q d7 

21. B x d6 c x d6 

22. N d4± Ponomariov,R (2677)-Kortschnoj,V (2639) Donetsk 2001) 10.c3

and now: The most natural reaction is 10...0–0 

a) 10...Q d7 

11.N b d2 N x d2 

12.Q x d2 N a5 

13.B g5 c5 

14.B x e7 Q x e7 

15.B x d5!?  ( More principled than  15.N g5 N x b3 16. a x b3 0–0 17.f4 g6

 18.h3 R f d8 

 19.Q f2 h6 

 20.N f3 B f5 

 21.b4 c x b4 

 22.c x b4 R d c8 

 23.N d4 B e4 

 24.R a c1 R c4„  Sokolov,A (2555)-Jussupow,A (2600) Montpellier ct 1985 )

15...R d8 

16.c4 N x c4 

17.B c6+ K f8  ( Black goes for complications. However,  17...B d7 18.B x d7+

 Q x d7 19.Q c1 Q c6÷  seems to be playable as well.  ) 

18.Q c3 b4 

19.Q  c1 h6 

20.a3 b x a3 

21.b x a3 g5 

22.R b1 Q c7 

23.B e4 Q a5 

24. R b7 R g8!  (24...Q x a3 25. N x g5! h x g5 26.Q x g5‚)  led to a murky

position, the sacrifice 

25. R b3 N d6 

26. e x d6 B x b3 

27. Q b2 B e6 

28. R d1° Giri,A (2798)-Caruana,F (2787) Wijk aan Zee 2016 gave White

only sufficient compensation at best.; 

b)  After 10...N c5 11.B c2 N d7 However, White has another enterprising

sacrifice 12. N d4!? 

B1) 12. R e1 N d x e5 

13.N x e5 N x e5 

14.B d4 N g6 

15.B x g7 R g8 

16.B x g6 R x g7 

17.R   x   e6   (17.B   h5   K   f8   18.N   d2   c5   19.a4   Aakash,G   (2343)-Deepan

Chakkravarthy,J (2462) Jalgaon 2013  19...b4! 

 20.cxb4 c4³) 

17...h x g6 

18.R e2 K f8 

19.N d2 R h7 

20.N f3 B f6 

21.Q d3 K g7 

22.a4 c6 

23.h3 R h8 

24.N e5 Q d6 

25.N g4 R he8 

26.a x b5 a x b5 

27. R x a8 R x a8 

28.g3   K   g8=   Dominguez   Perez,L   (2757)-Nakamura,H   (2772)   Elancourt

2013; 

b2) 12.B f4 g5 is also a gambit after 13.B e3  (13.B g3 h5 14.h3 g4?) 

13...N d x e5 

14.N x e5 N x e5 

15.B d4 B f6?!N  (¹15...f6!÷)  16.a4!  (16.f4?) 

16...b4 

17.c x b4 N c6 

18.B c5 B e7 

19.R e1 R b8 

20.Q h5 K d7 

21.N c3 B xc5 

22.b x c5 Q f6 

23.R ad1 N b4 Motylev,A (2658)-K hairullin,I (2662) Chita 2015 

24.B b3 

24...c6 

25.N e4! Q x b 2 

26.Q f3‚; 12...N d x e5 

13. N x e6 ( 13.f4 N c4 

 14.N x c6 N x e3 

 15. N x d8 N x d1 

 16.N x e6 N e3 

 17.N x c7+ K d7 

 18.N x a8 N x c2 

 19.N d2 B c5+ 

 20.K h1 N x a1 

 21.R x a1 R x a8=  Tal,M (2565)-Timman,J (2640) Montpellier 1985 )  13...f x

e6 14.N d2‰ B f6  (14...0–0 15.f4 N g6 

 16.N b3 B d6 

 17.Q h5 Nce7 

 18.N c5 B x c5 

 19.B x c5 R f7 

 20.R a e1 Q d7 

 21.g4±   Swiercz,D   (2540)-De   Jong,J   (2437)   Wijk   aan   Zee   2011 ;  Black

should possibly try the as yet untested  14...g6!?) 

15.f4 N f7 

16.Q g4 Q c8 

17.B c5 h5 

18.Q h3 B e7 

19.N b3 B d6 

20.R a e1 R h 6 

21.B e3 R f6 

22.N d4 N c d8 

23.Q x h5± Van Foreest,J (2548)-Timman,J (2562) Hoogeveen 2015; 

11.N b d2 Q d7 

(11...B g4 

12.N x e4 d x e4 

13.Q d5 Q x d5 

14.b x d5 e x f3 

15.b x c6 f x g2 

16.R f e1N 

 (16.K x g2 R a d8 

 17.a4 b4 

 18.c x b4 b x b4 

 19.R  f   c1   is   more   usual,   although  even  here   19...B   d2   should   hold   the

balance.  ) 

16...R a d8 

17.a4 b4 

18.c x b4 b x b4

19.R e c1 B d2 

20.b x d2 R x d2 

21.b4 f6 

22.e6  (22.a5!?)

22...b x e6 

23.B b7 Caruana,F (2804)-Giri,A (2782) Paris rpd 2016 23...R d4=) 

12.B c2 

(12.R e1 N x d2  (12...R a d8 13.B c2 B f5!?÷  also deserves attention ) 

13.Q x d2 

 (13.b x d2 R a d8 

 14.N d4 N xd4 

 15.c x d4 c5 

 16.d x c5 b x c5 

 17.R c1 R c8 

 18.h3 d4 

 19.Q f3 d3 

 20.R e d1 B d4 

 21.R x c8 R x c8 

 22.b x e6 Q x e6 

 23.b3 Q x e5 

 24.Q x d3 Q f6=  Adams,M (2742)-Muzychuk,M (2528) Baku 2015 ) 

13...N a5 

14.B g5 c5 

15.B c2 N c4 

16.Q d3 g6 

17.b3 N a3 

18.B d1 a5 

19.R c1 R f e8 

20.Q d2 b4?! Opening the position is risky.  (¹20...a4!?„  Ftacnik ) 

21.b x e7 Q x e7 

22.c x b4 a x b4 

23.Q h6 B f5 

24.B e2 Q f8 

25.Q x f8+ K x f8 

26.R x c5 N c2 

27.R c1 R x a2 

28.B d1 R e a8

29.b x c2 R x c2 

30.R5xc2 b x c2 

31.N d4 Jakovenko,D (2691)-Sutovsky,E (2629) Poikovsky 2007/ For more

details see the notes to this game in CBM 117 by Ftacnik.) 

12...N x d2   (12...f5   is the older move, but it gradual y went out of fashion:

 13.e x f6 N x f6 

 14.B g5 B d6 

 15.a4!? b4 

 16.a5 b x c3 

 17.b x c3 Q f7 

 18.R e1 h6 

 19.B h4 N g4 

 20.B g3 b x g3 

 21.hxg3 B f5 

 22.B a4! N x a5  Polgar,J (2710)-Koneru,H (2589) Caleta 2012  23.N d4! 

 23...B h7 

 24.Q x g4 Q x f2+ 

 25.K h2 Q x d2 

 26.R e7 Q g5 

 27.Q x g5 h x g5 

 28.B d7‚) 

13.Q x d2 B g4  (13...N a5 

 14.N d4 c5 

 15.Q d3 g6 

 16.N x e6 f x e6 

 17.B h6 R

 f7 18.Q g3 K h8 

 19.h4 R g8 

 20.R a d1 N c6 

 21.R f e1 B d8 

 22.Q h3 g5 

 23.h x g5 b x g5 

 24.R d3 b x h6 

 25.Q x h6 c4 

 26.R h3 d4 

 27.B g6 R f g7 

 28.B e4 R f7² /?, Giri,A (2791)-Pruijssers,R (2507) Amsterdam 2015 ; 13...R

 a d8 14.a4 B f5!? 

 15.R fd1 b4  

 16.b x f5 Q x f5 

 17.Q d3 Q x d3 

 18.R x d3 f6 

 19.e6 N e5 

 20.N x e5 f x e5 

 21.c x b4 d4 

 22.B d2 e4 

 23.R g3 R d6 

 24.R g4 R x e6  

 25.R e1 R b8=  Horvath,J (2520)-Karsa,L (2380) Kecskemet  1985 )  14.B f4

 (14.Q d3 g6 15.B h6 R f e8   is more common, but White got nothing after

 16.Rfe1 B f5 

 17.Q d2 b x c2 

 18.Q x c2 N d8! 

 19.R a d1 N e6 

 20.h4 c5 

 21.h5 R a d8 

 22.a4 b x a4 

 23.R a1 R b8 

 24.B c1 R b6 

 25.R d1 R d8 

 26.R x a4 g x h5!? 

 27.R a5 N g7 

 28.B g5 R g 6?  Kokarev,D (2638)-Short,N (2664) Kolkata 2015 )  14...b x f3

15.g x f3 R a d8N 

a) 15...N d8 

16.R a d1 c6 

17.K h1 f5 is rather passive, although Black got counterplay after 

18.R g1 N e6 

19.B e3 R a e8 

20.f4 B c5 

21.R g3  (21.b4²)

   21...R e7 

22.b4 B a7 

23.a4 K h8 

24.a x b5 a x b5 

25.R a1 d4!„ Nyman,S-Lil oni,L corr Italy 1972; 

b) 15...B h4!?÷ deserves attention, preventing ?g3.; 

16.R f d1!?  (16.R a d1   is more natural, but White envisages a different

future for the ?a1. The idea pays off after Black's slow reaction.  )  16...Q e6

17.Q e3  (17.Q e2 f6!? 18.Q d3 Q h3÷)  17...R d7?! 

a) 17...B h4!?; 

b) ¹17...N a5! 18.b3 c5 19.a4 (19.B g3 N c6 20.f4  (20.a4?! b4³)  20...f5÷ /?)

19...c4„  ( Komodo recommends  19...b4!?) ; 

18.B g3 g6?! 

a)  18...f5 19.e x f6!? Q x f6   (19...Q x e3 20.fxe3 b x f6 21.e4?)   20.B b3²

 (20.a4!?) ; 

b) 18...N a5 19.f4 f5 20.exf6 Q x e3 21.fxe3 b x f6 22.e4 N c4² /?; 

19.a4  (19.f4!? f5 20.b4?  MiK halchisin )  19...N d8?! Black should have kept

the a-file closed. (¹19...b4 20.f4²  (20.a5!?) ) 

20.a x b5 a x b5 

21.f4 f6™ 

22.exf6 Q x f6 

(22...Q x e3 

23.fxe3 B c5  (23...b x f6 24.e4±) 

24.K g2 b x e3 

25.R e1 B b6 

26.R e7±  (26.B h4!?) ) 

23.Q e2! c6 

24.Q g4 R b7 

25.f5? Hou,Y (2673)-Muzychuk,M (2554) WchW Lvov 2016; After 9.c3 Black

has also lately turned to the solid 9...B e7  (9...B c5 10.NB d2 0–0 11.B c2 N

 xf2 

 12.R x f2 f6  is not refuted, but Black had to defend with care after 

 13.exf6 b x f2+ 

 14.Kxf2 Q x f6 

 15.N f1 N e5 

 16.K g1 N x f3+ 

 17.Q x f3 Q x f3 

 18.g x f3 R x f3 

 19.B g5 B h3 

 20.N d2 R f7 

 21.R e1 R a f8 

 22.B e3 R e7 

 23.B f2 R x e1+ 

 24.b x e1 R e8 

 25.K f2 B g4 

 26.B d3 g5 

 27.N b3 K f7 

 28.N c5 B c8=  Areshchenko,A (2677)-Zubarev,A (2548) Lvov 2015 ) 

10.B c2 is less tested, White wants to limit his opponent's options. (10.NB

d2 gives Black a choice: 10...0–0  (10...N c5 11.B c2 d4  transposes to 9.?B

d2 ) 

11.B c2 f5 

12.N b3 Q d7 

13.NB d4 N x d4 

14.N x d4 c5 

15.N x e6 Q x e6 

16.f3 N g5 

17.a4 R a d8 

18.b x g5

 (18.a x b5 a x b5 

 19.R a7 R d7 

 20.R x d7 Q x  d7 

 21.B e3 N e6!? 

 22.f4 g6 

 23.g3 R d8 

 24.B f2 d4 

 25.c x d4 N x d4 

 26.b x d4 Q x d4+ 

 27.Q x d4 R x d4 

 28.R d1 c4!=  Gashimov,V (2730)-Sutovsky,E (2660) Poikovsky 2009 )  18...b

x g5 19.f4 B e7 20.a x b5 a x b5 21.K h1 d4!? 

 (21...Q b6 22.Q d3 c4 23.Q h3 g6 24.g4 d4 25.g x f5   Karjakin,S (2779)-

Hou,Y (2663) Shamkir 2016  25...d3!³) 

22.c x d4 c4 

23.b3  (23.Q d2 R d7 24.Q a5 Q c6 25.R a d1 R d5°  has been tested in email

games, Black held the balance.  ) 

23...B c5 

24.b x c4 R x d4 

25.Q b1 b x c4

26.R a5 Q c6  (26...Q b6?!  costs Black an important tempo after 

 27.R b5 Q c6 

 28.B d1²  Sebag,M (2501)-Muzychuk,A (2566) Beijing rpd 2013 ) 

27.B d1 

 (27.b x f5 g6 

 28.b x g6 h x g6 

 29.R x c5=  is the safe choice )

27...Q c7 

28.Q b5 

 (¹28.R b 5!?) 

28...B b6 

29.R a6 R b8 

30.B f3 c3 

31.R c1 K h8 

32.R a8?  (32.g3„) 

32...R x a8 

33.b x a8 R d8

34.B f3 B e3–+ 

Sebag,M (2496)-Muzychuk,M (2542) EU-chT Reykjavik 2015) After 10...B

g4!? (10...0–0 11.Q e2  (11.NB d2  leads to the previous line )  11...Q d7!? is

playable for Black, according to Marin.) 

11.h3 B h5  (11...b x f3 

 12.g x f3 N c5 

 13.f4 Q d7 

 14.Q f3 R d8 

 15.R d1 f5  

 16.B e3 Q e6 

 17.N d2 0–0 

 18.N b3 N a4 

 19.R a b1 R d7 

 20.K h1 g6 

 21.B d3 B h4 

 22.B f1! Rdd8 

 23.B g2?  Polgar,J (2540)-Huebner,R (2620) Munich 1991 ) 

12.g4 B g6 the theory is stil  developing: 

13.N d4 (13.B b3 N c5!? 

14.Q x d5  (14.b x d5 Q d7‰)  14...N a5°) 

13...N x d4 (13...Q d7 

14.f4 N x d4 

15.c x d4 f5 

16.B e3 0–0?!  (16...h5!?) 

17.N c3 c6 

18.B x e4! d x e4 19.d5 b4 20.dxc6 Q x d1  (20...Q x c6 21.Q d5+±) 

21.N x d1 R f d8 

22.R c1 R d3 

23.B c5 B d8 

24.e6± Caruana,F (2787)-Wei,Y (2706) Wijk aan Zee 2016 For more details

see the notes in CBM 171 by Marin.) 

14.c x d4 h5!? 

15.f3 N g3 

16.R f2 h x g4  (16...b x c2 17.Q x c2 c5 18.B f4 h4÷  is the engine's choice. 

Black goes for a more forcing continuation.  )  17.b x g6 R x h3! 18.Q c2 B c5

19.Q   x   c5   R   h1+   20.K   g2   R   h2+!   21.K   g1   R   h1+   ½,   Hou,Y   (2673)-

Muzychuk,M (2554) WchW Lvov 2016; 9.Q e2 B e7 10.R d1 0–0 11.c4 b x

c4 12.b x c4 B c5 13.B e3 b x e3 14.Q x e3 Q b8 15.B b3 N a5 16.N d4 was

tried by Fabiano a few rounds later, but Black was well prepared and the

game   continued   quickly  with   (16.NB   d2   Q   a7   has   long   been   known   as

drawish: 

 17.Q x a7 R x a7 

 18.N x e4 N x b3 

 19.a x b3 d x e4 

 20.N d4 R b7 

 21.R x a6 b x b3 

 22.N x b3 R x b3 

 23.R c6 R b5=  Lu,S (2619)-Wei,Y (2700) Xinghua 2016 )  16...c5 

17.N xe6 fxe6 

18.f3 c4 

19.f x e4 c x b3 

20.e x d5 b x a2! 

21.R x a2 N c4 

22.Q d4 Q b3 

23.N c3 R a c8 

24.R b1 N e3 

25.Q x e3 R x c3

26.Q x c3 Q x a2 

27.R d1 e x d5 

28.Q d4 Caruana,F (2804)-Giri,A (2790) Shamkir 2016 Now the simplest

was 28...Q c4!? 29.Q x d5+ Q x d5 30.R x d5 R b8=]

9...N   c5   10.c3   B   e7  [Also   in   this   subvariation   Black   continues   with   his

development.]

[Currently out of fashion is the former main line 10...d4 11.b x e6  ( Zaitsev's

 11.N g5  seems to be a forced draw - one of the possible lines is 

 11...Q x g5 

 12.Q f3 0–0–0 

 13.b x e6+ f x e6 

 14.Qx  c6 Q x e5 

 15.b4 Q d5 

 16.Q x d5 ex  d5 

 17.b x c5 d x c3 

 18.N b3 d4 

 19.B a3 g6 

 20.B b4 B g7 

 21.a4 d3 

 22.a x b5 d2 

 23.c6 K b8 

 24.R x a6! d1Q 

 25.B c5 Q x b3 

 26.B a7+ K c8 

 27.B d4 Q x  b5 

 28.R a8+ Q b8 

 29.R x b8+ K x b8 

 30.R b1+ K c8 31.R a1=) 

11...N x e6 

12.c x d4 N c x d4 

and now after both 13.N e4  ( and  13.a4  Black stil  hasn't completely resolved

his problems. Both moves were introduced into practice back in 1981 by

Karpov in the World Championship match against Korchnoi.  ) ]

11.B c2 d4 12.N b3 [The main alternative is 12.cxd4 N xd4 13.N xd4 Q x d4

14.N f3 Q x d1 15.R x d1 0–0 and although the endgame is quite pleasant

for White, getting a more tangible pull is difficult: 

16.B e3 

(16.N d4 R f d8 

17.B e3 

 (17.b4 N a4 

 18.N c6 R x d1+ 

 19.b x d1 B f8 

 20.B f3 R e8 

 21.a3 N b6 

 22.g3 h6 

 23.h4 g6 

 24.B g2 B g7 

 25.f4 f6 

 26.B b2 f x e5 

 27.b x e5 N c4 

 28.b x g7 K x g7 

 29.a4 b x a4 

 30.R x a4 B g4„  Hou,Y (2578)-Koneru,H (2600) WchW Tirana 2011 )  17...B

d5 

18.R a c1 N e6 

19.N f5 B f8 

20.a3 b4

21.a x b4 b x b4 

22.N d4 a5 

23.f4 g6 

24.f5 N x d4 

25.b x d4 B f3!? 

26.g x f3 R x d4= Vachier Lagrave,M (2785)-Sethuraman,S (2639) Gibraltar

2016) 

16...R f d8 

17.R d c1 h6 

18.N d4 B d5 

19.f4  (19.B d1!?N N d3 

 20.R x c7 B f8 

 21.e6 f x e6 

 22.B g4 R e8 

 23.b3 B d6 

 24.R c2 N e5 

 25.B e2 B e4 

 26.R d2 B b4 

 27.R d d1 B d5 

   28.R a c1 R a c8   Hou,Y (2673)-Muzychuk,M (2554) Lvov WchW  2016 )

19...N e6 

20.N x e6 f x e6 

21.B g6 R a c8

 22.B c5 K f8 

23.K f2 

 (23.b x e7+ K x e7 

 24.R c5 B c4 

 25.b3 B d3 

 26.b x d3 R x d3 

 27.R a c1 K d7 

 28.R c6 R d4 

 29.g3 g5=  Hou,Y (2606)-Koneru,H (2610) Beijing rpd 2012 ) 

23...B b7 

24.b x e7+ K x e7 

25.R c2 c5 

26.K e3 c4 

27.a4 B d5 

28.a x b5 a x b5 

29.g4 So,W (2775)-Ding,L (2778) Shanghai m 2016 29...R a8=]

12...d3 

13.B b1 [White goes for a complex struggle.]

[13.N x c5 d x c2 

14.Q x d8+ R x d8 

15.N x e6 f x e6 

16.B e3   (16.B f4?! R f8 17.B g3 g5 18.h3 R x f3! 19.gxf3 b4³)   leads to a

simplified position, in which White's edge is minimal. Even such a technician

as Carlsen didn't manage to retain it after 

16...R d5 

17.R f c1  (17.c4 b x c4 

 18.R f c1 N b4 

 19.a3 N d3 

 20.R x c2 K d7! 

 21.N d2 N x b2! 

 22.N x c4 N x c4 

 23.R xc4 R b8 

 24.R a c1 c5=  Harikrishna,P (2753)-Ding,L (2766) Huaian blitz 2016 )  17...N

x e5 

18.N x e5 R x e5 

19. B d4 (19.Rx c2 R d5  (19...0–0 20.a4 b x a4 

 21.R x a4 B c5 

 22.R e2 R d8 

 23.K f1 R d1+ 

 24.R e1 R x e1+ 

 25.K x e1 B x e3 

 26.f x e3 a5 

 27.K d2 R b5 

 28.K c2 R c5 

 29.K b3 R b5+ 

 30.K a3 R c5=  Bologan,V (2695)-Giri,A (2730) Germany 2013 )  20.c4 R d7

21.c x b5 a x b5 

22.a4 b x a4 

23.K f1 K f7 

24.R x a4 R b8 

25.R a c4 c5 

26.B x c5 B x c5 

27.R x c5 R d1+ 

28.K   e2   R   b1=   Karjakin,S   (2779)-Caruana,F   (2804)   Shamkir   2016   This

game was played in the last round.) 

19...R g5 

20.R x c2 K f7 

21.B e3 R e5 

 (21...R h5 

 22.a4 R d8 

 23.a x b5 a x b5 

 24.g3 B c5 

 25.B x c5 R x c5 

 26.R e2 K e7 

 27.K g2 R c d5 

 28.R a7 R8d7 

 29.h4 h6 

 30.K f3 R f5+ 

 31.K g2 R f d5= ½, Adams,M (2744)-So,W (2773) Wijk aan Zee 2016 ) 

22.c4 b4 

23.R d1 R d8 

24.R x d8 B x d8 

25.K f1 (25.R d2 B f6  (25...K e8 26.g3 B g5 27.B x g5 R x g5 28.K f1 R a5

 29.b3 R a3 

 30.K e2 c5  

 31.K d1 a5=  Xiong,J (2618)-So,W (2773) Saint Louis 2016 ) 

26.K f1 K e7 

27.b3 B g5 

28.B d4 R f5 2

9.R c2 B f6 

30.B e3 B e5= Bacrot,E (2697)-Sethuraman,S (2639) Caleta 2016) 

25...B g5 

26.B d4 R a5 

27.b3 B f6 

28.B e3 B g5 

29.f4 B e7 

30.g4 h5 

31.h3 g6 

32.K e2 h x g4 

33.h x g4 e5= Carlsen,M (2844)-Ding,L (2766) Wijk aan Zee 2016]

13...N x b3 

14.a x b3 B f5 

15.R e1 [15.B f4 0–0 16.N e1 is a quick attempt to liquidate the ?d3, but it's

amply met with 

16...Q d5 

17.B x d3 B x d3 

18.Q x d3  (18.N xd3 R f d8³) 

18...Q x b3 

19.Q f3?!  (19.N f3!?=) 

19...Q e6 

20.N d3 R f d8 

21.R a d1 R d7 

22.Rde1 R a d8 

23.N c1 N a5 

24.N e2 N b3 

25.Q g3 c5? Sengupta,D (2567)-Wei,Y (2706) Tsaghkadzor 2015; 

15.B e3 0–0 

16.N d4 N x d4 

17.c x d4 c5 

18.b x d3 c x d4 

19.b x f5  (19.b x d4 Q x d4 

 20.b x f5 Q x b2 

 21.Q d5 R f d8 

 22.B d7 R a7 

 23.e6 K h8 

 24.Q f3 f x e6 

 25.b x b5 B c5=   Voiculescu,C (2502)-Gril ,H (2474) email 2013 )   19...dxe3

20.f   x  e3   B   c5?  (20...Q   b6=;   20...B   g5!?)   21.b   x  h7+   Kxh7   22.Q   c2+±

Tomashevsky,E (2728)-Ding,L (2766) Huaian blitz 2016]

15...0–0 

16.B e3 

[16.b4 Q d7 

17.h3 (17.B g5 ¹b x g5! (17...R f d8 

18.b x e7 Q x e7 

19.R e3 a5! 

20.b x a5 R x a5 

21.R x a5 N x a5 

22.N d4 B g6 

23.e6  (23.B a2 Q e8!? 

 24.e6 N c4 

 25.e x f7+ Q x f7 

 26.N x b5 K h8=)

   23...N c4  (23...c5!?) 

24.R x d3 R e8?!  (¹24...R d6 

 25.e x f7+ K f8 

 26.R h3 b x b1 

 27.Q x b1 c5  and White already must bail out with 

 28.R x h7  c x d4 

 29.R h8+ K x f7 

 30.Q f5+=) 

25.R f3 c5 

26.b x g6 f x g6 

27.R f7 Q d6 

28.R d7?!  (28.Q f3!±) 

28...Q e5 29.N x b5 N x b2 

30.R d8 Q x e6= Safarli,E (2660)-Nakamura,H (2772) Tromsoe WCup 2013)

18.N x g5 h6=) 

17...R f d8 

18.g4  (18.B f4 a5!? 

 19.b x a5 R x a5 

 20.R x a5 N x a5 

 21.N d4 g5! 

  22.b4 N c4 

 23.B c1 d2 

 24.b x f5 d x e1Q+ 

 25.Q x e1 Q d5 

 26.e6 Q e5 27.e x f7+ K x f7 

 28.B e4 R e8 

 29.N f3 Q e6 

 30.N d4= ½–½ (32) Svidler,P (2745)-Mamedyarov,S (2743) Reykjavik 2015 )

¹18...B g6! (18...B e6?! 19.B f4 h5 20.R e3! b x g4 21.Q x d3  (21.R x d3!??)

   21...Q x d3 

22.b x d3 B e6 Caruana,F (2808)-Mamedyarov,S (2736) Baku 2015 

23.N g5!±) 

19.B a2 

(19.B f4 a5 

20.b x a5 R x a5 

21.B a2 R f8 

22.b4 R a4 

23.Q d2?!  (23.e6 Q d8=)  23...N d8! 

24.B g5 c5 

25.b x e7 Q x e7 

26.b x c5 Q x c5³ Caruana,F (2805)-Giri,A (2773) Stavanger 2015) 

19...Q c8 

20.B g5 

 (20.e6 f6 

 21.N h4 a5 

 22.b x a5 R x a5 

 23.b4 R a6 

 24.B f4 Q a8 

 25.Q d2 Q a7  Shirov,A (2689)-Mamedyarov,S (2743) Reykjavik 2015 

 26.B e3÷)  20...a5 

21.b x a5 b x g5 

22.N x g5 N x a5 

23.N x f7 

 (23.b x f7+ b x f7 

 24.N x f7 Kx f7 

 25.e6+ K g8 

 26.e7 R e8 

 27.Q x d3 N b 

 28.R x a8 Q x a8 

 29.Q x b5 N d6=   Robson,N (2668)-Hartl,H (2477) email 2010 )   23...b x f7

24.e6 N c4 

25.e x f7+ K x f7 

26.Q f3+ K g8 

27.R e d1 K h8 

28.R x d3 R f8 

29.Q e2 Q b7° ½, Chukanov,I (2396)-Boldysh,K (2402) email 2014]

16...Q d5 17.B d4 R f d8 [Black has recently had good results with the text

move.]

[The alternative 17...d2 18.R e2! (18.Q x d2 b x b1 19.Ra x b1 Q x b3 20.Q

f4  (20.e6?! fxe6 21.R e4 R a d8 22.Q e2 B f6 23.R x e6 N xd4 24.N xd4 b x

 d4   25.cxd4   R   x  d4   26.R   e7   Q   d5³   Brkic,A (2521)-Iordachescu,V   (2584)

Plovdiv 2008 )   20...Q e6!?=) 18...b x b1 19.R x b1 N xd4 20.N xd4 B g5

21.g3  (21.h4 B f4 22.g3 b x e5 23.R x d2 B f6 24.Q c2 Rfe8 25.RB d1 g6

 26.b4   R   a   d8   27.N   b3   Q   f3=   Bacrot,E   (2697)-Aguera   Naredo,J   (2375)

Skopje  2015 )   21...c5  22.N  f5  Q d3 23.N  d6 Q  g6  24.h4  (24.R  a1 B  f4

 (¹24...R f d8!÷)  25.Q b1 b x e5??  (25...Q e6„)  26.Q x g6 fxg6 27.R x e5 R a

d8 28.R d5 R f6 29.R x a6 1–0, Van den Doel,E (2565)-Geirnaert,S (2449)

Netherlands 2015) 24...b x h4 25.R x d2 B e7 26.R d5 f6 27.e6 f5 28.Q d3 Q

x e6 29.N xf5 R a d8 30.Q e3 Q x e3 31.N xe3= /?, Caruana,F (2767)-

L'Ami,E   (2611)   Reykjavik   2012   leads   to   an   endgame,   which   is   more

comfortable for White. He went on to win this game, and a couple of others

as well.]

18.h4!?N  [A novelty,  but   not   so   unexpected,   as   it's   suggested   by  most

engines.   Before   dealing   with   the   ?d3   White   gets   some   'luft',   which   can

enhance his chances in fol owing tactical complications.]

[18.R e3 N xd4 19.N xd4 (19.cxd4 c5 20.b x d3 cxd4 21.R e2 Q e6 22.R d2

(22.h3 R a c8  (22...R d5 23.N e1! a5 24.b x f5 Q x f5 25.N d3 h5 26.R c2 f6

 27.exf6 b x f6 28.Q e2²  Topalov,V (2745)-Piket,J (2630) Antwerp 1997 )  23.N

e1 R c6 24.Q b1  (24.b x f5 Q x f5 25.N d3 h5=)  24...b x d3 25.Q x d3 h6

26.f4 Q c8„ 27.N f3?? R c1+ 28.R e1 Q c2–+ Svidler,P (2735)-Motylev,A

(2651) Moscow 2004 For details see the notes to this game in CBM 104 by

Postny.) 22...b x d3 23.R x d3 B c5 24.Q d2 R d5 25.h3 h6 26.Q f4 R e8

27.Q d2 B a7 28.R d1 B b8 29.R e1 b x e5 30.N xe5 R x e5 31.R x e5 Q x

e5 32.R x d4 Q e1+= /?, Wei,Y (2706)-So,W (2773) Wijk aan Zee 2016 The

endgame is already comfortable for Black, who tried to win it til  move 70.)

19...B g6 20.b4  (20.e6 B g5 21.exf7+ Q x f7„)  20...c5  (20...a5!? 21.R x d3 b

 x d3 22.Q x d3 g6 23.Q e4 c5 24.Q x d5 R x d5 25.B e4 cxd4 26.b x d5 R

 d8=)  21.b x c5 b x c5 22.B a2 (22.e6 b x d4 23.exf7+ K f8!?  (23...Q x f7= 

 24.B a2? b x e3 25.b x f7+ b x f7 26.fxe3 d2–+)  24.cxd4 Q x d4 25.Q d2 R

a7÷) 22...Q b7 23.e6   (23.Q g4!?  Karapats,A-Stushkin,I corr 2002   23...R a

 c8 24.e6 b x d4 25.cxd4 R c2÷)  23...b x d4 24.cxd4 R x d4 25.exf7+ b x f7

26.b x f7+ Q x f7 27.R x d3 R x d3 28.Q x d3 R e8 29.h3 Q e6= Kosteniuk,A

(2501)-Koneru,H (2610) Beijing rpd 2012; 18.b x d3 b x d3 19.Q x d3 Q x b3

20.e6 fxe6 21.Q e4 Q c4 22.Q x e6+  (22.R a d1 e5 23.N xe5 N xe5 24.Q x

 e5 B f6 25.Q h5 Q f7=)  22...Q x e6 23.R x e6 B d6 24.R e4 a5 25.R g4 R

d7= ½–½ (33) Abdumalik,Z (2379)-Koneru,H (2581) Chengdu 2015]

18...B g6?! [Hou's reaction already isn't ideal, if only because 2 moves later

this   bishop  wil  move   again  and  thus   Black   loses   a  tempo.   Subsequent

practice wil  probably test other alternatives:]

[18...d2 19.b x f5!?  (19.Q x d2 b x b1 20.Ra x b1 Q x b3 21.e6 fxe6 22.Q f4

 B d6 23.Q g4 e5² /= )  19...dxe1Q+ 20.Q x e1 a5!?÷; 18...B c5 doesn't seem

to ful y solve the opening problems after 19.b x c5  (19.b x d3 b x d3 20.Q x

 d3 b x d4 21.cxd4 N xd4=)  19...Q x c5 20.b4 Q c4 (20...Q e7 21.R e3 h6

22.e6!?  (22.b x d3 R x d3 23.R x d3 b x d3 24.Q x d3 N xe5 25.Q e4 N xf3+

 26.gxf3²)  22...b x e6 23.b x d3²) 21.e6!  (21.B a2 Q g4÷)  21...b x e6  (21...fxe6

 22.B a2 Q g4 23.N g5?)  22.N g5 B d5 23.g3  (23.Q h5 h6 24.B a2 Q x a2

 25.R x a2 b x a2°)   23...h6 24.b x d3 Q b3 25.Q x b3 b x b3 26.B e4² /?; 

18...N xd4 19.N xd4 B e4!?  (19...B g6?! 20.h5   is one of the ideas behind

17.h4:  20...d2 21.hxg6! dxe1Q+ 22.Q x e1 c5 23.B e4±)  20.b4 (20.Q g4 c5

 (20...B g6!? 

 21.h5 d2=)  21. cxd4=) 20...c5 A more testing move is 21.B a2!? (21.b x c5 b

x c5 22.Q g4  (22.b x d3 b x d3 23.Q x d3 b x d4 24.cxd4 Q x d4=; 22.B a2?! 

 Q x e5 23.Q g4 R e8 24.N f3 b x f3 25.b x f7+ Kxf7 26.Q x f3+ Q f6 27.Q

 h5+ g6 28.Q x c5 R x e1+ 29.R x e1 R d8 30.Q c7+ K g8 31.R e6 Q x h4

 32.Q e5!„)   22...b x d4 23. b x e5 24.B a2   (24.b x d3 b x c3)   24...Q d6!? 

 (24...Q c5 25.b x f7+ Kxf7 26.Q f5+ K g8 27.R x e5 Q f8=)  25.Q h5 B h2+

26.K h1 g6 27.Q f3 B e5=) 21...c4 22.Q g4 B g6™ 23.h5 d2™ 24.R e d1 B

d3 25.h6!  (25.Q f4 a5!? 26.b x a5 R x a5 27.e6 R f8=)   25...g6   (25...B g6

 26.f4!?²)  26.Q f4 

26...a5 27.b x a5 R x a5 28.e6?; 18...a5!? 19.h5!? 

a) 19.R e3 a4 20.b x a4 N a5!? 21.e6 f6÷; 

b) 19.b x d3 b x d3 20.Q x d3 Q x b3 21.e6 fxe6  (21...B f6 22.exf7+ Q x f7

 23.Q x b5±)  22.Q e4 Q c4 23.h5 N xd4  (23...e5 24.b x e5 Q x e4 25. B d6

 26.b x d6 R x d6=)  24.N xd4 B f6 25.Q x e6+ Q x e6 26.N xe6 R d7 27.g4

a4„; 

19...N xd4 20.N xd4  (20.cxd4 B b4 21.R e3 c5=)  20...d2 21.b x f5 dxe1Q+

22.Q x e1 R a6 23.B e4°; ‹18...h6 19.R e3! (19.b x d3 b x d3 20.Q x d3 Q x

b3  (20...B c5!?„)  21.e6 B f6!=) 19...N xd4 20.N xd4 B g6 21.b4 c5 22.b x c5

b x c5 23.B a2 Q b7 24.h5 b x d4  (24...B h7 25.e6±)  25.cxd4 B f5 26.d5?]

19.b4! d2 [19...N xd4 20.N xd4 d2!? 

a) 20...b x b4 21.B a2 Q b7 22.h5 B e4 23.Q g4! R x d4 24.h6 B f8  (24...g6

 25.cxb4 d2 26.Q f4! dxe1Q+ 27.R x e1 B f5 28.Q x d4+–)  25.hxg7 b x g7

26.cxd4+–; 

b) 20...b x h4 21.b x d3 b x d3 22.Q x d3±; 

21.Q x d2 b x b1 22.Ra x b1 b x b4 23.Q g5²]

20.Q x d2 b x b1 21.Ra x b1 b x b4 [21...N xd4 22.Q x d4±]

22.Q f4 B e7 [The engine prefers 22...N xd4 23.N xd4 B c5 24.e6 fxe6 25.N

xe6 R d7  (25...R f8 26.N xf8 R x f8 27.Q e4 b x f2+ 28.K h1 Q d8 29.R e d1

 Q x h4+ 30.Q x h4 b x h4 31.R a1²)  26.R e5  (26.N xc7 b x f2+! 27.Kxf2 Q

 c5+=; 26.R e2)  26...Q a2 27.RB e1 B d6 28.Q f3 R e8 29.R5e2²]

23.e6! fxe6 24.Q g4 N xd4  [¹24...e5!? 25.b x e5 N xe5 26.R x e5 Q f7

27.RB e1 B f6²; 24...g6 25.B e5! B d6  (25...N xe5 26.N xe5‚)  26.RB d1 Q c4

27.Q x c4 b x c4 28.b x d6 cxd6 29.R x e6±; 24...B f8 25.B e5!  (25.R x e6 R

 e8²)  25...N xe5 26.N xe5?]

25.N xd4 B f6 26.N xe6 R d7 27.R e3‚ [27.h5!?±]

27...h5? [The powerful and unassailable ?e6 gives White serious attacking

chances and a further weakening of the kingside is more than the defence

can stand.]

[27...Q c4 28.R e4 Q d5  (28...Q a2 29.RB e1 Q x b2? 30.N g5+–)  29.h5±; 

27...Q a2 28.RB e1±; 27...R e7 28.RB e1²; 27...g6!? was probably the most

resilient   try. Although   it   also   softens   the   kingside,   it   resolves   back-rank

problems and enables the ?d5 to take part in the defence. 28.RB e1 (28.Q

g3 Q h5 29.N f4 Q f5²   (29...Q x h4 30.Q f3 R b8 31.g3 Q g5 32.Q c6?)  )

28...R e8 29.g3² /?]

28.Q g6 R f7 [28...b x h4 29.RB e1 R e7 30.g3 B f6 31.N xc7! R x e3 32.R x

e3 Q d1+ 33.K h2 R f8  (33...R c8 34.N e8+–)  34.N e6 B d4 35.N xf8 b x e3

36.N h7 Q f3 37.fxe3+–; 28...R e7 29.RB e1 R b8 30.g3!?  (30.N xg7 Q f7±; 

 30.N xc7 R x e3 31.N xd5 R x e1+ 32.K h2±)  30...R b6 31.N xc7+–]

29.RB e1 R c8 30.N f4+– Q d7 31.Q x h5 R e7 32.N d5 R f7 [32...R x e3

33.N x f6+ gxf6 34.R x e3+–]

33.R d1 [White already has a pleasant choice.]

[33.N x f6+ R x f6  (33...gxf6 34.Q g6+ K h8 35.R d3+–)  34.R e7 Q d2 35.Q

g4! Q x f2+ 36.K h1+–]

33...Q c6 34.N f4 R d7 [34...R e7 35.R x e7 b x e7 36.N g6 B f6  (36...Q e6

 37.Q f5!+–)  37.Q h8+ K f7 38.Q x c8+–]

35.R e8+

Result: 1–0

 (3) Topalov,Veselin (2801) - Mamedyarov,ShaK hriyar (2709) 

 [C87]

Corus Wijk aan Zee (5), 19.01.2006

 [Finkel,A]

1.e4 e5 

2.N f3 N c6 

3.B b5 a6

4.B a4 N f6

5.0–0 B e7 

6.R e1 d6 [Very solid line, which is often used by Adams.]

7.c3 B g4 8.d3 N d7 9.h3 B h5 10.B e3 h6 11.g4!?N [Until this game White

was playing 11.NB d2 automatically, but after 11...B g5 Black seems to be

able   to   solve   the   opening   problems   without   too   many   worries.The   idea

behind Topalov's novelty is to capture on g5 with the knight followed by d4.]

[11.NB d2 B g5 12.b x c6 

a) 12.N f1 b x e3 13.fxe3 0–0 14.N g3 B g6 15.d4 N f6 16.B c2 R e8 17.Q d2

N   h5   18.Q   f2   N   xg3   19.Q   x   g3   B   h7   20.R   e2   Q   e7   21.R   f1   R   f8=

Ponomariov,R-Adams,M/Bled 2002 ; 

b) 12.Q e2 B x e3 

13.Q x e3 b5 (13...0–0 

14.b4  (14.b x c6 b x c6 

 15.b4 a5 

 16.N c4 a x b4 

 17. c x b4 B x f3 

 18.Q x f3 c5=  Anand,V-Adams,M/Bastia 2005 ) 

14...R e8 

15.a3 N b6 

16.B x c6 b x c6 

17.N b3 d5 

18.N c5²  Leko,P-Adams,M/Wijk aan Zee 2005) 

14.B c2 0–0 

15.N f1 R e8 

16.N g3 B g6 

17.R a d1 N b6 

18.d4 e x d4 

19.N x d4 N x d4 

20.c x d4 d5 

21.Q c3 d x e4 

22.B x e4 B x e4 

23. Q d7 24.a3 ½–½ Leko,P-Adams,M/Moscow 2004; 

12...b x c6 

13.Q a4 B x e3 

14.R x e3 c5 

15.d4 e x d4 

16.c x d4 0–0 

17.Q c2 R e8 

18.R a e1² Morozevich,A-Najer,E/Zagan 1997]

11...B g6 

12.NB d2 h5!? [Very logical way to test the quality of Topalov's novelty. 

White   is   forced   to   play   g5,   so   Black   gets   good   counterchanes   on   the

kingside.]

[12...B g5 

13.N x g5 h x g5 

14.K g2²]

13.g5 N b6 

14.B b3 h4!? [Intending to disturb White by B h5 in the nearest future.]

15.a4 [After 15.d4 exd4 16.cxd4 d5!³ Black would've taken control over the

light squares in the center.]

15...d5! [An excel ent move.]

[15...a5]

16.a5 [The continuation 16.B x b6 d x e4 

17.B x c7 Q x c7 

18.d x e4 0–0–0° is too risky even for Topalov!]

16...d4 17.c x d4 [White doesn't really have a choice as after]

[17.B x d4 e x d4 

18.a x b6 c x b6 

19.c x d4 N x d4 

20.N x d4 Q x d4 

21.N f3 Q d6³ Black gets a very comfortable position.]

17...exd4 18.B f4 N d7 19.R c1!? [The positional exchange sacrifice has

become Topalov's favorite during the last couple of years!]

19...N c5 20.R x c5 b x c5 21.B a4 K f8?! [I don't real y like this move, but I


can understand Mamedyarov for not opting for]

[21...B d6! 22.e5  (22.b x d6 cxd6 23.Q c1 R c8 24.N c4 0–0 25.b x c6 R x c6

 26.Q f4 d5 27.exd5 R c5µ)  22...B e7 23.e6  (23.N b3?! 0–0 24.b x c6 b x c6

 25.Nb x d4 Q d5³)   23...0–0 24.b x c6 b x c6 25.N e5 Q d5 26.Q g4 R a

e8„ with a very complex struggle, even though Black should have at least

equal chances in this line.]

22.b x c6 b x c6 23.Q a4 K g8?! [This time ...?d6 was cal ed for. 23...B d6

24.b x d6+ Q x d6 25.N c4 Q e6 26.K h2÷]

24.Q x c6 B b4 25.R c1!² [The simplest way to advantage. ]

[Another promising move was 25.R a1!? keeping a pawn on a5.]

25...b x a5 26.N c4 B b6 27.N xb6 [Less convincing looked 27.N fe5 B h5

28.N d7 K h7 29.Ndxb6 cxb6 30.N xb6 R b8„ and things are not perfectly

clear.]

27...cxb6 28.B c7 Q c8 29.K g2 b5 30.N xd4 Q e8 31.Q x e8+?! [There

was no need to hurry with this move.]

[31.f4 Q x c6 32.N xc6 K h7 33.f5 B h5 34.K f2±]

31...R   x   e8   32.R   a1?! [Topalov   obviously  wanted   to   deprive   Black   any

counterplay by eliminating queenside pawns (which wasn't very dangerous

to put it mild), but by doing so he allowed Black real counterchances after

penetrating with the rook to the first rank. ]

[¹32.f4 R c8 33.K f3 b4 34.f5 B h5+ 35.K e3 K h7 36.R c4±]

32...R c8 33.B d6 K h7 34.R x a6 R c1 35.N xb5 R d1 36.R a3 R c8 37.B

f4 [Otherwise White's king could've been in danger after ?cc1 and ?h5.]

37...R c2 38.R b3 [Also after b4 Black could save himself implementing an

idea which has been used in the game. 38.b4 R b2 39.N d4 R x d3!  (39...R

 x b4?! 40.N f3 R b7 41.N xh4 R d7 42.N xg6 Kxg6 43.R a6+ K h7 44.h4

 R1xd3 45.h5²)  40.R x d3 B x e4+ 41.R f3 R x b4 42.B e3 K g6=]

38...R x d3!=  [The saving sacrifice. White can't get rid of the pin without

giving up a piece, so it turns out to be a draw.]

39.R x d3 B x e4+ 40.R f3 R x b2 41.N d6 B d5 42.N f5 R b4! [The last

touch. Black can't afford himslef to give up the pawn on h4 as White would

be able to play K g3 afterwards.]

43.B d6 [43.B e3 B a8]

43...R a4 44.B e7 K g6 45.N xh4+ R x h4 46.K g3

Result: ½–½

 (4) Anand,Viswanathan (2795) - Oll,Lembit (2650) [C78]

EU-Cup 14th Belgrade (1), 11.01.1999

 [Tyomkin,D]

[That was the best game of the event.There was a great tactical fight where

Anand was on top.This game is from kind of games that any analyse can

not be final.I just tried to understand what was happened in this game,and

my   analyse,of   course,   can   be   improved.In   addition   this   game   is   very

interesting because of various balances of pieces which happened in the

game   and   variations,and   always   difficult   to   evaluate   them.I   used   some

analysing engines to check my analyses,(I ask excuse from readers,but they

calculate   quicker   then   me!)but   they   were   confused   not   once   in

evaluations.Wedberg:   'This   is   a   facinating   struggle   with   a   very   intense

middle game based only on tactics. Anand manages to walk through the

mine field Ol  is laying on the board without beeing blown away.']

1.e4 [Wedberg]

1...e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 b5 6.B b3 B c5 7.a4 R b8

8.c3 d6 9.d4 B b6 10.N a3 0–0 11.a x b5 a x b5 12.N xb5 [Wedberg: 'White

is a ? up, so Black is forced to demonstrate some kind of counterplay or

compensation.']

12...exd4 ['N' Wedberg. ]

[12...B g4 Wedberg was the main line here, but 13.R e1! 

a) 13.B c2 d5÷ Topalov,V-Shirov,A/Wijk 1996/CBM 51/[Shirov]/½–½ (53); 

b) 13.B e3 exd4 14.cxd4 N x e4 15.B d5 Q e8 16.h3  (16.Q c2 b x f3! 17.b x

 c6 Q e6 18.gxf3 Q g6+=)  16...B f5 17.R e1 N b4 18.B c4 c6 19.N a3 d5= 1–

0 Nijboer,F-Piket,J/Wijk aan Zee 1998/CBM 63 (36); 

13...b x f3 14.gxf3 N h5 15.K h1± gave White a clear advantage in Svidler,P-

Shirov,A/Linares 1998/CBM 64/[Svidler] (37)]

13.cxd4   B   g4   14.R   e1!?N  [Interesting   novelty   in   modern   variation   of

Spanish,which   can   turn   the   evoluation   of   the   variation.After   14.?c2   was

proved that white has no advantage.]

[14.B   c2   d5   15.B   g5   (15.e5   N   e4   16.B   e3   f6°  ½–½   Morozevich,A-

Georgiev,K/Porz GER 1998 (63) )  15...b x f3 16.Q x f3 b x d4 17.exd5 Q x d5

18.Q x d5 ½–½ Almasi,Z-Piket,J/Groningen NED 1998 (18)]

14...d5 [  Wedberg: 'Ol  wants to clearify the situation in the centre.']

[14...N   xd4   Black   had   chance   to   take   back   the   pawn,but   continue   for

initiative,like after14.?c2. 15.Nb x d4 b x d4 16.h3  (16.b x f7+ R x f7 17.Q x

 d4 b x f3 18.gxf3 N h5  and Black has a counterplay.  )  16...b x f3 17.Q x f3

pherhaps   Anand   knew   about   this   position,when   he   played   14.?e1(this

move,of   course,the   result   of   home   preparation)and   hoped   to   get   some

advantage here with the pair of bishops,and active pieces.]

15.exd5 [15.e5 N e4°]

15...N   xd5   16.h3   B   h5   17.g4  ['!'   Wedberg.     White   should   play   this

way,because black threatened to take on-d4(without capturing on-f3).]

[17.N c3 Wedberg 17...b x f3 18.gxf3  (18.Q x f3 N xd4 19.Q x d5 N xb3 20.Q

 x b3? b x f2+–+)  18...Ncb4„]

17...B g6 18.N c3 Ndb4 [

?d3]

19.B g5 Q d7 [White has pawn up,but the compensation of black is clear-

kingside of white is vulnerable,black pieces are very active.]

[19...Q d6 20.N e4  (20.N e4  Wedberg  20...B x e4 21. Q g6 22.R f4±) ]

20.d5 Q d6? [

?g3 Logical,but wrong,because of next perfect reply of Anand. 

XABCDEFGHY

8-tr-+-trk+(

7+-zp-+pzpp' 

6-vlnwq-+l+& 

5+-+P+-vL-%

4-sn-+-+P+$

3+LsN-+N+P#

2-zP-+-zP-+" 

1tR-+QtR-mK-! 

xabcdefghy

]

[20...N a5! 21.B a4 (21.N e5 Q d6 22.B a4 (22.R x a5 b x a5 23.B e7 Q x e7

24.N xg6 Q x e1+ 25.Q x e1 hxg6 and that is not clear how white can use

uncomfortable places of black soft pieces. 26.N e4   (26.B c4 N c2)   26...N

c6!) 22...N d3!) 21...Q d6? black has clear compensation for the pawn: 22.N

e5 N d3!]

21.K f1!! [That is the only and best move for white.Anand wards off threats

of black like Fritz!]

[21.dxc6? Q g3+ 22.K h1 Q x h3+ 23.N h2 N d3‚ '?' Wedberg. ; 21.K g2 N d3

22.dxc6 b x f2! (22...N xe1+ 23.N xe1  (23.Q x e1 b x f2)  23...Q x c6+ 24.B

d5±) ]

21...N a5 22.B e7 Q f4 ['!?' Wedberg. ]

23.R x a5! [Again Anand choose the best.]

[23.b x f8 N xb3 24.b x b4 N xa1 '?' Wedberg. ; 23.R a4!? N xb3 24.b x b4

Rfe8 stil  nothing clear.]

23...b   x   a5   24.R   e3!! ['!'   Wedberg.     Much   better   than   to   take   on   f8

immediatly.]

24...B b6  [24...Rfe8 25.d6!  (25.N e2 Q h6 26.K g2 N d3; 25.d6   Wedberg

 25...Q h6 26.K g2 N d3 27.d7+–) ]

25.N e2 Q h6 26.K g2 [Wedberg: 'Anand is weawing a net around the Black

?.']

26...b   x   e3   27.g5   Q   x   h3+! [Queen   sacrifice   which   leads   to   very

complicative position,were black has 2 rooks for queen and knight,but the

initiative of black is very dangerous.]

[27...b x g5 28.b x g5 B c2 29.b x c2 Q a6 again very hard to give evoluation

to this position with very unusual material(3 light pieces against 2 rooks),but

white has good chances to attack the black king.Al  programs evaluated this

position like black is better,but in my opinion the advantage on white's side.; 

27...Q h5 Wedberg 28.N g3+–]

28.Kxh3 N d3 29.Q a1! [The best place for the queen-in the corner!]

29...N xf2+ 30.K g2 Rfe8 [30...R x b3 31.b x f8 Kxf8 32.Ned4!+–]

31.Q a3 [Wedberg: 'White protects his pieces and keeps the advantage.']

31...N d3 32.N c3? [32.B a4! R x b2!  (32...B c5 33.b x c5 R x e2+ 34.K g3±

 …Rb x b2 35.B c2!)  33.Q x b2  (33.b x e8? R x e2+ 34.K g3 B f4+ 35.K g4 R

 g2+–+)  33...N xb2 34.b x e8±]

32...B c1 33.N d1 B e4 34.B a4 N e5?“ [Black had 3 moves-candidates.To

choose   the best  black   had  to  calculate  "few"   variations.Ol   was  in  time-

trouble,and hadn't time to calculate the right move.And another time 34...? 

e5 looks logical,but logic doesn't work in crazy  positions like this one.]

[¹34...R a8! I think that Anand understimated this move,while played 32.?c3. 

35.b x e8  (35.K g3 B f4+ 36.K g4 h5+ 37.gxh6 f5+)  35...R x a3 36.b x a3 N

e5!! and black has better ending. (36...N e1+ 37.K f2 N xf3 38.N c3 b x g5

 (38...N d2 39.N e2 b x a3 40.b x a3 b x d5=)  39.N x e4 b x e7 40.Kxf3 b x

a3=) ; 34...N e1+ 35.K f2 N xf3  (35...N d3+ 36.K f1)  36.b x e8 R x e8 37.Q

a4!; 34...R a8!? Wedberg]

35.b x e8 R x e8 36.K g3 b x f3 37.Q c3! b x d1 [I think that here was the

hole in Ol 's calculations:]

[37...R x e7 38.d6! That's the point!In case of  (38.Q x c1 b x d5 39.Q c5 R

 d7  black is ok.  )  38...R e8 39.dxc7+–]

38.Q x e5 [Look at the way the queen made in this game!]

38...B a4 39.b4 [??xc7,??a1]

1–0

 (5) Giri,Anish (2793) - Svidler,Peter (2727) [C92]

FIDE World Cup Baku (6.1), 29.09.2015

 [Stohl,I]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.c3 d6 9.h3 B b7 [Svidler did play the Ruy Lopez in Baku, but he mostly

preferred the Breyer system with]

[9...N b8 10.d4 NB d7 11.NB d2 B b7 12.B c2 R e8 13.N f1  (13.a4 B f8 14.B

 d3 c6 15.Q c2 R c8 16.a x b5 a x b5 17.b4 c5 18.b x c5 exd4 19.c6 dxc3

 20.cxb7 cxd2 21.Q x d2 R b8 22.b x b5 Q b6 23.R b1 Q x b7 24.B d3 Q a8

 25.R x b8 R x b8 26.B b2 Q a2 27.R e2 h6 28.Q c1 Q b3 29.B c4 Q b7„  0–1

(38) Karjakin,S (2762)-Svidler,P (2727) Baku 2015 )   13...B f8 14.N g3 g6

15.a4 Svidler preferred the rare 15...R b8!? (After the standard continuation

15...c5 16.d5 c4 17.B g5 h6 18.B e3 N c5 19.Q d2 h5 Black has lately faced

some problems in the line 20.b x c5 dxc5 21.N f1 N d7 22.Q e3 Here a new

idea is 22...R b8!?  (22...Q f6 23.R a2 K h7 24.N g5+ K g8 25.R e a1 Q f4?! 

 26.g3 Q x e3 27.N xe3 B d6 28.h4!?  Yu,Y (2668)-Safarli,E (2649) Tromso

2014/ For more details see the notes to this game in CBM 162.  )  23.N1d2 N

b6 24.a x b5  (24.R a2 b4!)  24...a x b5 25.R a2 R a8 26.R e a1 Q f6 27.Q e1

R x a2 28.R x a2 N c8 29.b3 cxb3 30.N xb3 c4 31.N a5 N d6 32.N xb7 N

xb7 33.Q a1 Q f4 34.R a7 N d6„ Saric,I (2678)-Amin,B (2636) WCup Baku

2015) 16.B d3  (16.B d2 d5 17.a x b5 a x b5 18.N xe5 N xe5 19.dxe5 N x e4

 20.N x e4 dxe4 21.B f4 Q x d1 22.Raxd1 B g7 23.R d7 b x e5 24.b x e5 R x

 e5 25.B b3 c5 26.b x f7+ K f8 27.B a2 R e7 28.R x e7 Kxe7 29.B b1 K f6

 30.B x e4 R e8 31.f3 B x e4 32.fxe4 R d8 33.K f2 K e5  ½, Timofeev,A

(2664)-Tkachiev,V (2657) Dagomys 2008 )   16...exd4 17.cxd4 c5„ The exd4

motif is more typical for the Zaitsev, in the Breyer Black mostly tends to hold

on to his centre. However, Svidler stil  found a plausible way to employ this

idea: 18.a x b5 (18.B f4 Q b6   (18...c4!? 19.B c2 b4„)   19.a5?!  (19.b4!?÷)

19...Q a7 20.d5 c4 21.B c2 N c5 22.Q d2 B a8 23.R a d1 Q c7 24.B h6 Q e7

25.N f5 gxf5 26.Q g5+ K h8 27.b x f8 R x f8 28.e5 N xd5 29.Q x f5 N d3

30.N g5 f6 31.exd6 Zhigalko,S (2668)-Kolesnik,E (2374) Minsk 2010 31...Q

x e1+! 32.R x e1 fxg5µ) 18...a x b5 19.d5 c4 20.B c2 N c5 21.B d2 N fd7

22.B c3 N e5 23.N xe5 dxe5 24.Q d2 Q b6 25.B b4 R a8 26.N f1 R x a1

27.R x a1 R a8 28.R x a8 b x a8 29.Q c3 B d6 30.N d2 B b7 31.b3 B a6! 

32.b x c4 b x c4 33.N xc4 b x c4 34.Q x c4 N x e4= R a djabov,T (2738)-

Svidler,P (2727) WCup Baku 2015]

10.d4 R e8  [10...N d7 is probably not ideal: Kislik recommends the more

refined 11.B c2!? , now after 

a) 11.NB d2 exd4 12.cxd4 R e8 transposes back to the game.; 

b) 11.a4 N a5 (11...B f6 12.d5 N e7 13.a x b5 a x b5 14.R x a8 Q x a8 15.N

a3 B a6 16.N h2  (16.B e3 N c5 17.B c2 c6 18.b4 N d7 19.c4 b x c4 20.B a4

 B b7 21.N xc4 cxd5 22.N xd6 dxe4 23.N h2 B c6 24.b5 B d5 25.b6 R d8

 26.b   x   d7   R   x   d7   27.N   x   e4?  Svidler,P   (2690)-Gabriel,C   (2555)   Bad

Homburg 1998 )  16...N g6 17.N g4 B e7 18.N e3 R b8 19.Nec2 N c5 20.N b4

B c8 21.N c6 R b6 22.B c2 B d7 23.b4 N b 24.B e3!± Dominguez Perez,L

(2726)-Svidler,P  (2739)  Tbilisi   2015)   12.B   c2   c5   ¹13.d5   (13.NB   d2   exd4

14.cxd4 N c6 15.d5 N b4 16.B b1 B f6 (16...R e8 17.R a3 B f6 18.N h2 g6

 (18...c4 19.N g4 B g5÷)  19.N g4 B g7 20.N f3 h5 21.N h6+ K f8 22.Q d2 N f6

De Firmian,N (2540)-Kjartansson,G (2306) Copenhagen 2007 23.N g5! b x

h6 24.N e6+ fxe6 25.Q x h6+ K f7 26.e5+–) 17.N f1 c4 18.a x b5 a x b5 19.R

x a8 Robson,R (2596)-Bartel,M (2658) Moscow 2012 19...b x a8„) 13...c4

14.N a3  (14.B e3!? Q b8 15.NB d2 N c5 16.R a3 R c8 17.Q e2 B d8 18.R e

 a1   B   b6   19.N   h2   Q   c7   20.K   h1   Pikula,D   (2489)-Abramovic,B   (2469)

Pozarevac 2013  20...R f8 

 21.f4 exf4 22.b x f4 R a e8„)  14...b x a4!? 15.b x a4 N c5 16.B c2 Ncb3 17.R

a2 N xc1 18.Q x c1 Q c7 19.Q e3 f5 20.N b1 N b3 21.R a4 a5 22.exf5 b x d5

23.B   e4   Q   c6   24.b   x  d5+   Q   x  d5   25.NB   d2   N   c5   26.R   x   c4   R   x   f5=

Dominguez Perez,L (2734)-Efimenko,Z (2689) St Petersburg rpd 2012; 

11...exd4  (11...R e8 12.d5 N a5 13.NB d2 c6 14.b4 N c4 15.N xc4 b x c4

 16.dxc6 b x c6 17.Q e2 N b6 18.a4 a5 19.b5 B d7 20.B e3 B e6 21.R a d1? 

R a dulski,J (2586)-Rusev,K (2536) Bankia 2011 )  12.cxd4 N b4 13.B b3 c5

14.a3 N c6 White stil  retains the option to develop his knight more actively

with 15.N c3 R e8  (15...N xd4 16.N xd4 cxd4 17.Q x d4 R c8 18.N d5 N c5

 19.B a2²)  16.N d5 B f6 17.N x f6+ Q x f6 18.B e3  19.dxc5  (19.B c2 R e e8

 20.Q   d3   g6   21.B   g5°)   19...N   xc5   20.B   d5   R   e7   21.R   c1°   White   has

compensation, but it's an open question if he can claim an advantage as

well.]

11.NB d2 exd4 [The recent fashion. Svidler faced this new line earlier this

year   with White against Kjartansson, got interested and added it to his

repertoire. Also an article by Erik Kislik in the New in Chess Yearbook didn't

go unnoticed and the system started appearing at GM level more often.]

[Until now the standard Zaitsev continuation has been 11...B f8 12.a3  ( The

text-move heralds a positional approach, promoted by L.Kritz in a survey in

CBM 139.  12.a4 h6 13.B c2 exd4 14.cxd4 N b4 15.B b1 c5 16.d5 N d7 17.R

 a3÷  is the main Zaitsev line, which has been around for about 30 years now, 

since   the   legendary  K-K   matches.  An   article   in   CBM   138   sums   up   the

developments in this branch up to October 2010. While it probably remains

playable for Black, over the board players tend to avoid it due to its extreme

complexity. Thus this tactical line has become mostly the domain of postal, 

or   engine   encounters.  )   12...h6   13.d5   N   b8   14.N   h2   NB   d7   15.Q   f3   c6

16.dxc6 b x c6 17.N g4 N c5 18.N x f6+ Q x f6 19.Q x f6 gxf6 20.B c2 R e d8

21.N f1 d5 22.exd5 b x d5 23.N g3 B b3 24.b x b3 N xb3 25.R b1 K h7 26.B

e3 K g6 27.f4 exf4 28.b x f4 N d2 29.RB c1 N c4 30.R c2 R d3 31.N e2 R e8

32.B c1 B d6 33.R f1 R d2!= Giri,A (2798)-Ding,L (2782) Bilbao 2015]

12.cxd4 [12.N xd4 N xd4 13.cxd4 c5„ /? only eases Black's task.]

12...N d7 [12...N a5?! 13.B c2 N d7 enables the timely 14.b3! B f6 15.B b2

c5 16.e5 dxe5 17.dxe5 B e7 18.N e4 N f8 19.Q e2 Q b6 20.N fg5  (20.N g3! 

 N e6 21.N f5 R a d8 22.R a d1²  Kislik )  20...B x e4 21.N x e4 N c6 22.Q g4 N

d4 23.B d3 R a d8 24.R a d1 N g6 25.N g5 b x g5 26.Q x g5 R x e5 27.R x

e5 f6 28.R e8+ R x e8 29.Q d5+ N e6 30.B f5° Mihok,O (2455)-Kislik,E

(2362) Budapest 2014]

13.N f1 [The natural reaction.]

[13.a3N B f6 14.d5 Nce5   (14...N a5!? 15.B a2 c5 16.dxc6 N xc6=  /? with

excel ent piece play.  )  15.N xe5 N xe5 16.N f1  (16.N f3=)  16...N c4 17.b x c4

b x c4 18.N d2 c6 19.dxc6 b x c6 20.N xc4 d5 21.N e3?  (21.e5 dxc4 22.exf6

 Q x f6³)  21... 22.R b1 h5 23.B d2 d4µ Edouard,R (2630)-Smirin,I (2655) W

Cup Baku 2015; After the untested 13.d5 N a5 14.N d4 Kislik recommends

14...B f6 15.N f5 B c8 16.B c2 N b6 17.N e3 c6 18.dxc6 N xc6! 19.a4 R b8

20.a x b5 a x b5 21.B d3 N d7  (21...N d4 22.N f3 B d7„)  22.N d5 N c5 23.N

f3 B e6 24.B e3 b x b2 25.R b1 b x d5 26.exd5 N xd3 27.Q x d3 N e5 28.N

xe5 b x e5=]

13...N a5  [13...B f6 14.Q d2!? stops ?a5 14...a5   (14...N b6 15.N g3 N c4

 16.b x c4 b x c4 17.N h5²)  15.a4  (15.N g3!? a4 16.B d5 N b6 17.b x c6 b x

 c6 18.Q d3 N c4 19.R b1²  Kislik )  15...N b4 16.N g3 c5 17.N f5 c4?!  (17...Q

 b6!?÷)  18.B c2 N b6 19.a x b5 B c8 20.N g3 g6 21.B b1 B d7 22.e5 B g7

23.N e4± Smirin,I (2652)-Urkedal,F (2469) StocK holm 2013]

14.B c2 B f6 [The critical opening position of the new line. Black has given

up   the   e5–point,   combines   the   Zaitsev   and   Chigorin   systems,   possibly

striving for a Benoni-like structure. Contrary to the main line of the Zaitsev, 

Black   has   another   point   in   his   favour   -   he   has   avoided   weakening   his

kingside with h6. While this is certainly not the classical Closed Ruy Lopez

strategy , it's undoubtedly a very interesting approach!  Studying this line, 

one must also take into account numerous engine games - the machines

have played it more often than humans!]

[14...c5 15.N e3 cxd4 16.N xd4 g6 (16...B f6 17.Ndf5 B x e4 18.N xd6 b x c2

19.Q x c2 R e6 20.R d1 R a7  (20...B e5 21.Ndf5)  21.N e4 Q e8 22.N x f6+ N

x f6 23.b3 N c6 24.B b2 N e7 25.a4 R c6 26.Q e2 b x a4 27.R x a4? 

Pranjic,M (2397)-Favai,J email 2011) 17.b3!  (17.N g4 N e5 18.N h6+ K g7

 19.f4 Kxh6 20.fxe5+ K g7 21.e6 B f6 22.exf7 Kxf7 23.B b3+ N c4?  Pichot,A

(2492)-MeK hitarian,K (2570) Buenos Aires 2015 )  17...R c8 18.B b2 N c6 

a)  Kislik  also analyses this position and considers alternatives 18...B g5

19.N d5 N b6 20.Q g4! N xd5 21.exd5 B f6 22.B e4 B e5 (22...B g7 23.R e2

B e5  (23...f5 24.b x f5 R x e2 25.B e6+ R x e6 26.N xe6 Q d7 27.N xg7 Q x

 g4 28.hxg4 K f7 29.g5 b x d5 30.R d1²)  24.R a e1 Q f6 25.Q f3 K g7 26.Q

d3±) 23.R a d1 b4 24.B a1 Q f6 25.Q d7!  (25.B f3 Q d8 26.B e4 Q f6=)

25...Q d8  (25...B a8 26.B f3²)  26.Q a4 Q b6 27.R e3 R e7 28.B f3² Black's

main problem is of course the offside ?a5.; 

b)  18...B f6 19.N g4 B g7 20.Q d2 N c6 21.N xc6 R x c6 22.b x g7 Kxg7

23.b4²; 

19.N d5 B f8 20.N e2 B g7 21.b x g7 Kxg7 22.Q d2 N f6 23.N g3 K g8 24.N

x f6+ Q x f6 25.R a d1 R e d8 26.R e2 Q e7 27.Q e3 N e5 28.R e d2

Mourato,M (2329)-Moreira,J (2406) email 2012]

15.R b1 [White has numerous options, preparing b3 and ?b2 is one of the

critical moves.]

[15.N1h2 c5 16.N g4 (16.d5 N c4 17.R b1 Nce5 18.N xe5 N xe5 19.f4 N

d7!?   is   an   untested   suggestion   by   Kislik,   who   considers   the   knight

misplaced on g6. (19...N g6 20.B e3 B h4 21.R e2 a5 22.g4   (22.N f1 a4

 23.g3 B f6 24.N h2 b4 25.N g4 B a6 26.R e1 b3 27.a x b3 a x b3 28.b x b3

 29.B c2  Sokolov,A (2563)-Baron,T (2467) Haguenau 2013  29...R b4=)  22...B

g3 23.Q f1 b4   (23...h6!?÷)   24.Q f3 B a6 25.R g2 b x h2+ 26.R x h2 B c4

27.b3 B b5 28.h4 a4 29.h5? Smirin,I (2663)-Baron,T (2473) Acre 2013) 20.N

f3  (20.B e3? B h4 21.R e2 f5! 22.exf5 N f6µ)  20...a5 21.b3 b4 22.B b2 b x b2

23.R x b2 N b6„ ?) 16...cxd4  (16...b x d4 17.N xd4 cxd4 18.Q x d4 R c8 –

16...cxd4.  )  17.N xd4 b x d4 18.Q x d4 R c8 19.Q d1 

a)  19.N  e3 N  f6 20.f3 d5 21.exd5 b x d5   (21...N xd5 22.B f5 R c4   De

Firmian,N (2553)-Fressinet,L (2654) Selfoss 2003  23.Q d2!?²; 21...R x e3!? 

 22.b x h7+ Kxh7 23.b x e3 N xd5÷)  22.B f5  (22.Q d2 N c6 23.b3 B e6 24.Q x

 d8 Rexd8 25.B b2 N d4 26.B b1 b4 27.K f1 R c7 28.R d1 Rcd7 29.N c2 N

 xc2 30.b x c2 N d5=  Kislik )  22...N c6 23.Q h4?! B e6 24.R d1 Q b6 25.K h1

Rcd8 26.R f1 N d4 27.b x e6 R x e6µ Sautto,D (2097)-Dervishi,E (2523)

Genova 2002; 

b)  19.R e2 N e5   (19...N f8 20.Q d1 N e6„)   20.N e3 Q f6 Wang,J (2375)-

Urkedal,F (2473) Reykjavik 2013 21.Q b6²; 

19...h5!?  (19...N c4 20.a4 N c5 21.a x b5 a x b5 22.f3 Q b6 23.K h1 N e6

 24.b3 Q d4 25.R a2 N e5 26.N e3 N c6 27.B b1 Q x d1 28.R x d1 N c5 29.N

 f5±   Bauer,C (2602)-Fressinet,L (2654) Belfort 2003 ; 19...d5 20.B d2 N f8

 21.N e3 dxe4 22.B c3 Q x d1 23.Raxd1 N c4 24.N xc4 R x c4 25.f3 N e6

 26.fxe4 N c5 27.e5 N e4=)  20.N h2 (20.N e3!? N f6 21.b4  (21.f3 d5=)  21...N

c6 22.B b3  23.B b2 N e5 24.Q d2° Kislik) 20...Q c7  (20...d5!=)  21.B b1 N f6

22.B g5 N x e4 23.B x e4 B x e4 24.Q x h5 B g6?!  (24...d5! 25.R a c1 N c6

 26.Q g4 Q b7 27.B f6 B g6=  Kislik )  25.Q h4 Q c4 26.N g4 f5?  (26...R x e1+

 27.R x e1 N c6²)  27.b3 Q f7 28.N e3 R e4 29.B f4 d5 30.f3 R e e8 31.R a d1

Rcd8   32.R   c1   d4   33.N   f1‚   Svidler,P (2739)-Kjartansson,G   (2468)   Caleta

2015; Another important alternative is 15.B f4 N f8   (15...c5?! 16.e5! dxe5

 17.dxe5 b x f3 18.Q d3! N xe5? 19.Q x h7+ K f8 20.N g3 N g6 21.N f5 R e2

 22.R x e2 b x e2 23.R e1 B d3 24.N h6 N e5 25.Q g8+ K e7 26.Q x f7+ K d6

 27.b x d3 gxh6 28.B e4 Nac6 29.R d1+ N d4 30.b x a8   1–0, Robson,R

(2613)-Chirila,I (2514) Lubbock 2013 )  The main engine continuation is 16.B

g3 (16.N g3 N e6 (16...g6 17.b3 (17.R b1 c5 18.d5 N c4 19.Q c1 N d7 20.N

f1 R c8  (20...B c8!?÷)  21.N1h2 Nce5 22.N xe5 N xe5 23.N g4 N xg4 24.hxg4

c4 25.g5 B g7 26.B d2 a5 27.B c3 b4 28.b x g7 Kxg7 29.Q e3 Q e7 30.f4 Q

c7 31.Q d4+ K g8 Yu Yangyi (2736)-Svidler,P (2740) Ningbo 2015 32.B a4²)

17...c5 18.d5!? was an impressive positional sacrifice, White quickly got a

dangerous attack after 18...b x a1 19.Q x a1 f6 20.N h2 B c8 21.B c1 R a7

22.B b2 R f7 23.f4 b4 24.R f1 c4 25.B d4 Q c7 26.Q d1 B d7 27.f5 cxb3 28.a

x  b3   R   c8   29.B   d3   B   b5   30.N   g4‚   Gopal,G   (2575)-Narayanan,S   (2459)

Kolkata 2015) 17.B c1 (17.B d2 N c4 18.B c3 c5 19.e5 dxe5   (19...cxd4

 20.exf6 dxc3 21.fxg7 Q f6 22.Q d3 Q x g7 23.b x c3²; 19...B e7!?)  20.dxe5 B

e7 21.b3 b4  (21...N a3 22.B e4)  22.b x c4 Q x d1 23.Raxd1 b x f3 24.gxf3 b

x c3 25.N e2 R a b8 26.N xc3 N d4 27.B e4 R b4 28.B d5 R b2„ 29.R b1 R

c2   30.RB   c1   R   b2   31.R   b1  R   c2   32.RB   c1   R   b2   ½,  Motylev,A (2658)-

Svidler,P (2739) Chita 2015) 17...g6 18.R b1 c5  (18...d5!? 19.e5 B g7 20.h4

 c5 21.dxc5 Q c7 22.b4 N c4°  is Kislik's idea.  )  19.d5 N d4 20.N xd4 b x d4

21.b3 B c8 22.B f4 b4÷ Pavlidis,A (2522)-Bok,B (2591) Hoogeveen 2015)

16...c5 17.e5 (17.dxc5 dxc5 18.e5 (18.Q b1 Q b6 19.e5 (19.N e3 R a d8

 (19...N g6 20.e5 N xe5 21.b x h7+ K h8 22.b x e5 b x e5 23.N g4 B d4 24.Q

 f5 b x f3 25.gxf3 g6 26.R x e8+ R x e8 27.Q x f7 Q e6 28.Q x g6 Q x g6 29.b

 x g6 R e2°)  20.N f5 B c8!?  (20...N c4 21.e5 b x f3 22.exf6 Q x f6 23.R x e8

 R x e8 24.gxf3 N d2 25.Q d1 R e1+ 26.Q x e1 N xf3+ 27.K f1 N xe1 28.R x

 e1±)  21.e5 b x f5 22.b x f5 B e7÷) 19...B e7 20.N e3 R a d8 21.B e4 c4 22.b

x b7 N xb7 23.N f5 B b4 24.R d1 R x d1+ 25.Q x d1 N g6÷ quaddy,h (2586)-

amadeus chess,h (2648) playchess.com 2011) 18...Q x d1 19.Raxd1 B d8!? 

20.N e3 B c7 21.N d5 B d8 22.b3  (22.B e4 N e6 23.B f4 R b8 24.g3 c4 25.N

 c3 N c6 26.a3 B c7 27.R d7 RB d8 28.R x d8 R x d8 29.N g5 h6 30.N xe6

 fxe6³   sweaty carpenter,h (2587)-hope,h (2558) Engine Room 2011 )   22...N

e6 23.B e4 R c8 24.N h4 g6 25.N f3 B a8 26.N c3 N c6 27.R e3 K g7 28.N

d5 Ncd4 29.N f6 R f8= Sin Libro,C (2492)-Hope,H (2497) Engine Room

2011) 17...dxe5 18.dxe5 - 17.dxc5 dxc5 18.e5; The immediate 15.b3 c5 16.B

b2 N c6 is too soft: 17.N g3  (17.Q d2 R c8 18.R a c1 cxd4 19.N xd4 Q b6=)

17...g6 18.Q d2 R c8 19.R a d1 N xd4 20.N xd4 cxd4 21.B b1 Q b6 22.b x

d4 b x d4 23.Q x d4 Q x d4 24.R x d4 d5 25.R e d1 N f6= Preotu,R (2447)-

Stefansson,H (2560) Reykjavik 2015; 15.N g3 g6 16.B h6 

a) 16.b3 c5 17.B e3 N c6 18.R c1 N xd4!  (18...h5  Gao,R (2533)-Eljanov,P

(2727) Reykjavik 2015  19.e5! cxd4 20.N xd4 N xd4 21.exf6°)  19.N xd4 cxd4

20.b x d4 B g5 21.B e3 d5 22.exd5 b x e3 23.fxe3 Q b6=; 

b) 16.B f4 c5 17.b x d6 cxd4 18.B d3 Hevia Alejano,C (2511)-Kjartansson,G

(2451) Merida 2014 18...N c4 19.b x c4 b x c4 20.N xd4 N e5µ; 

16...R c8!?  (16...N c4 17.b3 N a3 18.B d3 c5 19.B f4 N f8 20.e5 dxe5

Kryvoruchko,Y (2708)-Iordachescu,V (2589) Abu Dhabi 2014   21.B c1!? b4

 22.b x a3 b x a3 23.dxc5 e4 24.B x e4 b x a1 25.Q x a1°)  17.b3  (17.b4 N c4

 18.B b3 Ndb6! 19.a4 b x a4 20.b x c4 N xc4 21.Q x a4 R e6„  Kislik )  17...c5

18.R c1   ( More testing might be the generous   18.d5!? b x a1 19.Q x a1°)

18...cxd4 19.N xd4 d5 20.R e2 B g5 21.b x g5 Q x g5 22.N f3 Q f4 23.exd5 b

x d5 24.Q d2 Q x d2 25.R x e8+ R x e8 26.N xd2 N f6= Quesada Perez,Y

(2637)-Narayanan,S (2459) Kolkata 2015 27.Ndf1 B b7 28.N e3 N c6 29.B

b1   R   e7   30.N   e2   N   b4=   Quesada   Perez,Y   (2637)-Narayanan,S   (2459)

Kolkata 2015; Also after 15.Q d3 there are only a few human games: 15...N

f8  (15...g6 16.N1h2 c5 17.N g4 N c6 18.d5 N b4 19.Q d2 N xc2 20.Q x c2 B

 g7   21.B   h6   b   x   h6   22.N   x   h6+   K   g7   23.Q   d2²   Polovnikov,Y   (2240)-

Pawlowski,S (2474) email 2006 )  16.R b1 

a) 16.N1h2 c5 17.N g4 N c6  (17...b x d4 18.N xd4 cxd4 19.Q x d4 R c8„)

18.N x f6+ Q x f6 19.B g5?  (19.d5 N b4=)  19...Q g6 20.d5 N b4 21.Q d2 h6

22.B f4 N xc2 23.Q x c2 b x d5 24.N h4 Q f6 25.b x d6 B x e4µ SeveriuK

hina,Z (2332)-Kovanova,B (2398) Voronezh 2009; 

b) 16.b4 N c4 17.R b1 c5 18.b x c5 dxc5 19.d5 Q a5  (19...N e5 20.N xe5 b x

 e5 21.B e3 N g6 22.a4 b4 23.b x c5 a5÷  ½–½ (116) sparta 300,d (2313)-

knilch,e (2419) Engine Room 2013 )  20.a4 N g6„; 

16...c5 17.d5 N c4 18.N1h2 B c8!? 

a) 18...h5 19.b3 N e5  ( Kislik prefers  19...N b6 20.N f1 b4÷)  20.N xe5 b x e5

21.Q d1 h4 22.Q g4 N g6 23.B d2 B d4  (23...B c8!=)  24.Q h5 N e5 25.R e2

B c8 26.B g5 f6 27.B e3 b x e3 28.R x e3 g5 29.R f1 K g7 30.f4² softescu,h

(2518)-tapalov,r (2306) Engine Room 2013; 

b) 18...N e5 19.N xe5 b x e5 20.B e3 B f6 21.Q d2 (21.N g4 B h4!  (21...B g5

 22.f4! B h4 23.R e2 B c8 24.B d2 b x g4 25.hxg4²)  22.g3 B e7 23.f4 Q d7

could be playable for Black - Kislik.) 21...N g6  (21...B c8!? 22.f4 B h4÷)  22.N

g4 B h4 23.R f1 a5 24.Q d1 B c8 25.a3 a4 26.f4 b x g4 27.Q x g4 B f6 28.R f

d1 c4 29.B f2 Q a5 30.g3 R a d8 31.Q f3 Q c7 32.h4² i3litz,h (2645)-rocky

i i,d (2598) Engine Room 2011; 

19.b3 N b6  (19...N e5 20.N xe5 b x e5 21.f4 B f6 22.N f3 B b7 23.e5?)  20.N

g4 b x g4 21.hxg4 h6÷ is similar to the game position.]

15...c5 16.d5 [16.b4 cxb4!?  (16...N c4 17.b x c5 dxc5 18.d5 B c3 19.N1d2

 Nde5 20.N xe5 N xe5 21.R e3 B d4 22.R g3 Q f6„  Kislik )  17.N1h2  (¹17.R x

 b4 N b6÷)  17...R c8 18.N g4 B e7 19.d5 N c4 20.N d4 B g5  (20...Nde5!³)

21.f4 B f6 22.N x f6+ Q x f6 23.N f5 N c5  (23...a5 24.R b3°)  24.R x b4 R c7

Iordachescu,V   (2590)-Kjartansson,G   (2484)   Jerusalem   2015   25.e5!   dxe5

26.fxe5 N xe5 27.R g4 g6 28.d6 R d7 29.B g5±]

16...N c4™ 17.b3 [17.N g3 g6 18.b3 ¹Nce5 (18...Ncb6 19.B f4! (19.N h2 B

g7 20.N g4 N e5 21.N h6+ K h8 22.B f4 Q e7 23.Q d2  (23.N g4=)  23...B c8

24.h4 b4 25.h5 a5 26.hxg6 fxg6 27.f3 a4 28.N e2 a x b3 29.a x b3 R a2µ

Lopez   Martinez,J   (2538)-Svetushkin,D   (2581)   Roquetas   de   Mar   2015)

19...N e5  (19...Q e7 20.a4²)  20.N xe5 b x e5 21.b x e5 R x e5 22.a4 R e8

23.N f1 b4 24.N e3 a5 25.B d3 B a6 26.b x a6 R x a6 27.Q d3 R a8 28.RB

d1² Kislik) 19.N h2 N b6 20.R f1 a5 21.f4 Ned7 22.N g4 B g7 23.f5 Q h4

24.B f4 N e5 is a line, analysed by Kislik: 25.f6!? N xg4 26.fxg7 N e5„]

17...N c e5 

18.N3h2 N g6  [Kislik considers this inferior, but it's not so clear, as White

won't find it so simple to dislodge the defensive knight.]

[18...N   b6   19.N   g3   g6   tranposes   to   the   above   lines.;  Another   plausible

alternative is 18...c4 Untested is the better 19.N e3 (Premature is 19.f4?! N

d3 20.b x d3 cxd3 21.N f3  (21.Q x d3 N c5 22.Q f3 b x d5?)  21...N c5 22.N

g3 B c3 23.B d2 b4 24.R c1 Q f6 25.K h2 R a c8 26.e5 dxe5 27.fxe5 Q b6

28.b x c3  b x  c3 29.R  x c3  b x  d5?  Baron,T (2497)-Efimenko,Z  (2695)

Plovdiv 2012) 19...N d3!?  (19...cxb3 20.a x b3²)  20.b x d3 cxd3 21.N f5 N

c5„]

19.N g3N  [19.B d2 B g5 20.N e3 N f6 21.N f5 b x d2 22.Q x d2 N h5!? 

(22...B c8 23.g4 R a7 24.N g3  (24.K h1 R c7 25.h4 c4 26.h5 N e5 27.R g1

 cxb3 28.R x b3 R c4„  0–1 (44) Agopov,M (2434)-Gonda,L (2535) Germany

2013 )  24...N d7 25.f4 Ndf8 26.N h5 b4 27.B d3 f6 28.N f3 a5 29.B b5 B d7

30.B c4? Berg,E (2489)-Pilgaard,K (2459) Gausdal 2003) 23.g3 B c8 24.K

g2 R a7 25.N g4 N f8?!  (¹25...N f6÷)  26.e5 b x f5 27.b x f5 g6 28.B c2 dxe5

29.N xe5 Q d6 30.N c4 Q d8 Bauer,C (2639)-Svetushkin,D (2589) Leon

2012 31.R x e8 Q x e8 32.N e3²; 19.N e3 B c3  (19...R c8 20.N f5 N b6 21.N

 g4 c4 22.B e3 B c3 23.Q f3 N e5 24.Ngh6+ gxh6 25.Q g3+ N g6 26.b x

 b6+–  Dubreuil,J (2250)-Daurel e,H (2292) Nimes 2009 ; 19...B c8!?)  20.B d2

b x d2 21.Q x d2 B c8 22.N f5 N b6 23.g4 R a7 24.f4 b4 25.B d3 a5 26.B b5

R f8 27.RB d1 a4 28.e5 a x b3 29.a x b3 dxe5 30.fxe5 B b7„ Macieja,B

(2579)-Berczes,D (2495) Las Vegas 2015; 19.f4?! B d4+ 20.K h1 f5! 

21.exf5 N h4 22.R x e8+ Q x e8 23.N f3 N xf3 24.Q x f3 N f6µ]

19...B c8! [Improving the bishop, which has little to do on b7 in a Benoni set-

up.]

[The text-move is more natural than 19...B c3 20.B d2 b x d2 21.Q x d2 N f6

22.f4²  (22.a4²) ]

20.R f1!? [Improves the rook and prevents ?g5 due to f4.]

[Giri didn't like 20.N g4 B c3 , for example 21.R f1  (21.B d2 b x d2 22.Q x d2

 N f6=)  21...Nde5 22.N e3 N f4 23.Nef5 Neg6 24.Q f3 B e5„]

20...N b6 21.N g4 [White had his first longer thought and he al ows a swap

of a pair of minor pieces after all.]

[21.f4!? is an aggressive alternative, suggested by Gleizerov. White's plan

shows after 21...B d7?!  ( Less clear is  ¹21...a5 

 22.f5 N e5 23.N h5 NB d7)  22.f5 N e5 23.N h5? The bishop is misplaced on

d7 and Black has difficulties holding the e5–square.; Another option is the

restrained 21.B d2]

21...b x g4!? [Svidler fol ows his plan, started on move 19.]

[Both 21...B d4; and 21...B c3 can be met by 22.N e2 Now 22...b x g4

23.hxg4 B f6 24.N g3 transposes back to the game.  (24.f4 h6÷) ]

22.hxg4 [22.Q x g4 N e5 23.Q e2 g6 is a good Benoni for Black - he already

has queenside play and it's difficult to say, how White should develop his

own initiative.]

22...h6 [Final y Black moves a kingside pawn, feeling he needs this for the

defence.]

[Probably he has to play this sooner or later and 22...B e5 23.N f5 N h4 24.N

e3² seems better for White.  (24.g5 N xf5 25.exf5 h6!? 26.b4!?  si interesting, 

but more double-edged.  ) ]

23.N f5 N e7 24.N e3  [Giri shortly mentions the immediate 24.g3 , but he

saw White would have a hard time breaking through: 24...N xf5 25.gxf5 N

d7= seems OK for Black, if necessary he can even escape with his king

towards the centre.]

24...b4  [24...N   d7  is   rather  slow  after  25.g3  ,  so   Black   starts  his   active

counterplay. It wil  succeed admirably, but the text-move gives up the light

squares and is quite committal.]

25.g3 [Gleizerov's prohylactic 25.B d3! seems more to the point, after 25...N

d7!?  (25...Q d7 26.g3 a5 27.Q e2²; 25...a5 26.B b5 R f8 27.a4 b x a3 28.b x

 a3?)   26.g3² White has good control over the queenside.; Giri considered

also 25.a4!? b x a3 26.b x a3² , but didn't want to distract his bishop from

eyeing h6.]

25...a5„ 26.K g2 [26.B d3 a4 27.B b5 a x b3 28.a x b3 R f8÷; After 26.a4

White must already reckon with the positional sacrifice 26...c4!? 27.b x c4 R

c8°]

26...a4 27.b x a4?! [Gives Black too much play.]

[27.B d3 a x b3 28.a x b3 R a2 29.R e1 Q c7 30.R e2 R e a8=]

27...Q d7 28.Q d3 [The way to  bail out was 28.a3!? N xa4 29.b x a4 R x a4

 (29...Q x a4 30.Q x a4 R x a4 31.a x b4 cxb4 32.B d2 b3 33.R x b3 =)  30.a x

b4 (30.N c4 N c8  (30...b x a3 31.N b6 Q a7 32.Q x a4 Q x a4 33.N xa4 a2

 34.B f4 a x b1Q 35.R x b1= /?  )  31.Q c2 Q b5=) 30...R x b4 31.R x b4 cxb4

32.Q b3  (32.B d2 R b8=)  32...B c3=]

28...N   g6  [28...N   xa4?!   29.e5!   b   x   e5   30.Q   h7+   K   f8   31.R   e1?   is   too

dangerous, especially with the approaching time-trouble.]

29.N f5?! [Here 29.a3! was the best chance to hold the balance: 29...N e5

(29...N xa4 30.a x b4 N e5 31.Q d2  (31.b x a4 R x a4 32.Q e2 R x b4 33.R x

 b4 cxb4³)  31...N xg4 32.N c4÷) 30.Q d1 N xa4 31.b x a4 Q x a4 32.a x b4

cxb4 33.N f5„]

29...N xa4 30.b x a4? [Positional capitulation.]

[The attack lacks punch after 30.g5 hxg5 31.R h1 N c3  (31...N e5 32.Q d1

 g4 33.b x a4 R x a4 34.N xd6 R e a8µ)  32.Q f3 R x a2 

33.Q h5 N h4+!  (33...R x c2?? 34.Q h7+ K f8 35.Q h8+ N xh8 36.R x h8#)

34.gxh4 g6 35.N h6+ K g7–+; White stil  had some tricks up his sleeve after

¹30.Q f3!? N c3  (30...Q d8 31.g5!? b x g5 32.b x a4 R x a4 33.B b2 B f6 34.b

 x f6 Q x f6 35.N x h6+ K f8 36.Q x f6 gxf6 37.N f5 R a6 38.a3 b x a3 39.R h1

 a2 40.R b7 a1Q 41.R h7 R e7 42.R b8+ R e8 43.R b7=   is probaly not

forced, but stil  a pretty line.  )  31.N x h6+ gxh6  (31...K f8 32.g5÷)  32.Q x f6 Q

e7³]

30...R x a4µ  [Peter was not afraid of ghosts and declined a draw at this

point.]

31.R   h1   N   e7! [Cool   defence.   Exchanging   or   chasing   away   the   most

dangerous attacking piece is by far the cleanest solution.]

[31...R x a2 invites unecessary complications after 32.g5 hxg5 (32...b x g5

33.b x g5 hxg5 34.Q f3 f6 35.R h2!°  (35.Q h5 N h4+ 36.gxh4  37.N g3 R f4?)

) 33.Q f3 R e5 34.B b2  (34.Q h5 R x f5 35.exf5 Q x f5–+)  34...R x f5 35.exf5

R x b2 36.R x b2 b x b2 37.fxg6³]

32.g5 [The sacrifice on h6 is desperate, but so is this thrust.]

[32.a3 b x a3 33.b x a3 N xf5  (33...c4!?)  34.exf5 R x g4µ /–+; 32.B b2 N xf5

33.gxf5 Q e7µ would prolong the game, but hardly save it.]

32...hxg5 33.N e3 [33.N xe7+ Q x e7 34.e5 Q x e5 35.Q h7+ K f8–+]

33...R x a2–+ 34.B d2  [34.e5 b x e5 35.Q h7+ K f8 36.Q h8+ N g8–+ is

again just a couple of checks.]

34...N g6 35.N f5 [35.R h2 N e5 36.RB h1 g6–+ and the attack is over.]

35...N e5 36.Q e2 g6 [36...g4–+]

37.N h6+ [37.b x g5 White's last ditch attempt is most convincingly parried

by the pretty ¹37...R x e2! (37...b x g5 38.Q x a2 gxf5 39.f4 b x f4  (39...fxe4

 40.fxe5 Q f5–+)  40.gxf4 N g6–+) 38.b x f6 R x f2+ 39.K g1  (39.Kxf2 N g4+)

39...R h2!! ? 40.R x h2 N f3+–+]

37...K g7 38.N f5+ K g8  [38...gxf5 is possible as well, but Svidler wisely

waits until move 40.]

39.N h6+ K g7 40.N f5+ gxf5 41.Q h5 N g6 [White's threats are il usory and

Black already has more than one way to win.]

[41...N g4 42.b x g5 R x f2+ 43.K g1 B d4–+; 41...N g6 42.Q h6+ K g8 43.b x

g5 b x g5 44.Q x g5 Q e7–+]

0–1

 (6) Anand,Viswanathan (2792) - Aronian,Levon (2752) [C88]

Corus Wijk aan Zee (2), 15.01.2006

 [Finkel,A]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.h3 [One of the most popular ways to avoid the Marshall Attack.]

8...B b7 9.d3 d6 10.a3 N a5 11.B a2 c5 12.NB d2 N c6 13.N f1 B c8 14.N

e3 B e6 15.B d5 [This move was introduced by Sutovsky less than a year

ago. It seems that Black experiences certain problems in this line.]

[15.N d5 N b8  (15...b x d5 16.exd5 N d4 17.N d2 N f5 18.N e4 N d7 19.b4 R

 c8 20.B d2 c4÷  Anand,V-Shirov,A/Cap d'Agde 2003  (56) )  16.N xe7+ Q x e7

17.B b1 N c6 18.N g5 B d7 19.f4 exf4 20.b x f4 R a e8 21.c3 N e5 22.B c2 B

c6= Anand,V-Grischuk,A/Cap d'Agde 2003 ]

15...B   d7  [A   couple   of   rounds   later   Navara   opted   for   15...b   x   d5   and

managed to equalize, but Aronian's choice appears to be quite reasonable. ]

[15...R c8 16.c3 b x d5 17.exd5 N b8 18.a4 Q d7 19.a x b5 a x b5 20.c4

Rfe8   21.N   d2   R   c7   22.cxb5   Q   x   b5   23.Ndc4²   Sutovsky,E-

Beliavsky,A/Gothenburg 2005; 15...b x d5!? 16.exd5 N b8 17.b4   (17.a4!?)

17...NB d7 18.b x c5 N xc5 19.d4 exd4 20.N xd4 N fe4 21.N c6 Q d7 22.N

xe7+ Q x e7 23.Q d4 Rfe8„  Almasi,Z-Navara,D/Wijk aan Zee 2006 ]

16.B b3 B e6 17.c3 [Once the bishop is on b3 White doesn't mind to trade it

as his queen takes the bishop's place on the diagonal a2–g8. ]

17...b x b3 18.Q x b3 g6 19.Q a2 a5!? [Preventing   b4, which would've

been played otherwise. It's a rather risky decision from the strategical point

of view as White gets a great square for the knight on c4, but the alternative

was hardly better. ]

[19...Q d7 20.b4 a5  (20...cxb4 21.a x b4 a5 22.B d2 Q b7 23.b x a5 R x a5

 24.Q b3²)  21.b x c5 dxc5 22.N d5²]

20.a4 b4 21.B d2 Q c7 22.N h2 [Starting a fight for the light squares in the

center.]

22...R f d8 [22...h5?! 23.N f3²]

23.Nhg4 N xg4 24.N xg4 B f8 25.R e3 [Serious attention deserved 25.f4!? 

exf4 26.N f6+ K g7 27.N d5 Q b7 28.b x f4² fol owed by R e f1, R f3, R a f1.]

25...B g7 26.R f3 Q e7 27.Q d5 R a c8 28.R d1 R d7?! [A dubious decision

after which Black has to work very hard to keep the balance.]

[It was necessary to play 28...Q e6! and it's not so clear how White can

benefit from penetrating to f6: 29.B g5   (29.N e3 B h6)   29...R d7 30.N e3

 (30.N f6+ b x f6 31.Q x e6 fxe6 32.R x f6 R e8=)  30...h6 31.B h4 g5 32.B g3

Q x d5 33.N xd5 R b8„]

29.N e3 Q e6 30.N c4! Rcc7 31.B g5 h6 32.B f6! [Keeping an eye on e7.]

32...Q x d5 33.exd5 N e7 34.b x e7 R x e7 35.N xa5! [Less convincing is

‹35.R e3?!  R a7 36.N xd6 R a d7   (36...R e d7 37.N b5 R a8 38.d6 f5

 39.cxb4 cxb4 40.R c1 K f7 41.b3±)  37.N c4 R x d5 38.N xa5 b x c3 39.b x c3

e4² and Black should survive.]

35...b x c3 36.b x c3 e4 37.R e3 exd3 38.Rdxd3 [Also after 38.Rexd3 R e4

39.R a1 R a7  (39...c4 40.R f3 R c5 41.N c6 R x d5 42.a5 R c5 43.a6 R e8

 44.a7 R a8 45.R a6±)   40.f3 R h4 41.g3 R x h3 42.K g2 R h5 43.N c6 R

b7„ Black has serious counterchances due to the exposed position of the

white king.]

38...c4 39.N xc4 R x e3 40.N xe3 R a7 41.g3 R x a4 42.K g2 B f6 43.K f3

B d8 [43...K g7]

44.R d4! R a3 45.R b4?! [I guess Anand wasn't sure if 45.R c4 B b6 46.R

c8+ K g7 47.N c4 R x c3+ 48.K e2 B d4 49.N xd6± is winning for White so

he decided to keep the pressure, but it looks like he missed his best chance

to fight for a win at this point.]

45...B f6 46.R b6 B e5 47.c4 K g7 48.g4 R a1 49.K e4 [49.R c6 R c1 50.K

e4 B h2 51.f4 B g1 52.K d3 R b1 53.K c2 R e1 54.N d1 R e4²]

49...B h2 50.K f3 [50.R c6 R a2 51.N d1  (51.K f3 B g1 52.R x d6 R x f2+

 53.K g3 R e2 54.N f1 R f2=)  51...R d2 52.N c3 R x f2 53.K e3 R f1 54.N b5

R f6²]

50...R   a2   51.R   b1   B   e5   52.R   d1  B   c3!=  [Black's   bishos   comes   to   the

diagonal a7–g1 to put pressure on f2.]

53.R c1 B d4 54.R c2 R a3 55.K g2 b x e3 56.fxe3 R x e3 57.c5 dxc5 58.R

x c5 R d3 59.h4 K f6 60.R c6+ K e5 61.g5 hxg5 62.hxg5 R x d5 63.R f6 K

e4 64.R x f7 R x g5+ 65.K h3 R f5 66.R a7 K e5

½–½

 (7) Anand,Viswanathan (2788) - Adams,Michael (2719) [C92]

FIDE-Wch San Luis (3), 30.09.2005

 [Stohl,I]

[A great   game.   No   matter   how   many  improvements   for   Black   we'l   find

afterwards, facing Anand's surprising novelty in a practical game was very

tough   and   23.?d2!   creates   a   lasting   impression.   Especially   in   a

psychological sense, as up to move 27 Anand hardly spent any time at all!]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 d6

8.c3 0–0 9.h3 B b7 10.d4 R e8 11.NB d2 B f8 12.a4 h6 13.B c2  [The

Zaitsev was thoroughly tested already in the K-K matches, White chooses

the   most   principled   continuation,   which   is   just   as   sharp,   as   the   most

complex Sicilians.]

[A less committal strategic alternative is 13.d5 , blockading the ?. Even here

White can fight for an edge: 13...N b8 (‹13...N e7 14.c4 b x c4 15.N xc4 c6

16.dxc6 N xc6 17.B e3?  (17.a5!??) ) 14.c4   ( Jansa's move  14.Q e2  is wel

met by the ?-sacrifice  14...NB d7! 15.a x b5 a x b5 16.R x a8 Q x a8 17.Q x

 b5 N c5° 

 18.B c2 B a6 19.Q a5 B d3=)  More critical and consistent is 14...c6 (14...b x

c4 15.N xc4!  (15.b x c4 c6 16.dxc6 b x c6 17.b3 NB  d7  ??b6–b7,d5?  )

15...c6 16.dxc6 b x c6 17.B c2 Q c7 18.B d2 NB d7 19.N a5 R a b8!? 

 (19...N c5 20.b4!² /?, 

 20...Ncxe4?! 21.R c1 N xd2 22.N xd2 R a c8 23.B f5±)   20.N xc6 Q x c6

21.B   c3   (21.b4?!   d5÷  ?  )   21...N   c5²   ?   gives   Black   counterplay,   but

nevertheless White's position is more appealing.) 15.a x b5 a x b5 16.R x a8

b x a8 17.cxb5!? cxd5 18.exd5 b x d5!? (18...N xd5 19.N e4 N f6  ( Safer than

 19...N   b4?!  20.B   g5!  Q  d7  21.b  x  h6!  d5 22.B   d2 N   d3  23.N  fg5  Q  f5

Svidler,P-Grischuk,A/Panormo/2001/  24.Q h5! N xe1 25.N f6+ gxf6 26.Q x

 f7+ K h8 27.Q x e8 fxg5 28.b x e1+–)  20.N x f6+ Q x f6 21.N h2  (21.B d5²

Svidler )  21...N d7 22.N g4 Q h4 23.B d5 b x d5 24.Q x d5 h5 25.N e3 N f6

26.Q   c6   R   b8   27.N   c4   d5   28.Q   c7   R   e8   29.N   xe5±   Haznedaroglu,K-

Dervishi,E/Calvia olm/2004/) 19.b x d5 N xd5 20.N c4  (20.N e4 N b4!? 21.N

 c3 N d7÷   Svidler )  ¹20...N f6!? ?? (20...N b6 21.N xb6   (21.N fxe5 Q c7!=)

21...Q x b6 22.Q d5 N d7 23.B e3 Q b8 Svidler evaluates this position as

unclear, but a later game didn't confirm this: 24.R c1! N f6 25.Q b3 Q b7

 (25...d5!? 26.R c6?  and the ? seems far more dangerous, than Black's ??.  )

26.b6 N d5 27.Q b5! R b8 28.R c6 N xe3 29.fxe3 Q d7 30.e4!± Sudakova,I-

Pisakov,I/Russia/2002/) 21.B e3÷]

13...exd4 [Black also chooses the most complex continuation.]

[Manoeuvring in the Breyer spirit is solid, but rather passive: 13...N b8 14.B

d3 c6 15.N f1 NB d7 16.N g3² ?]

14.cxd4 N b4 15.B b1 c5 16.d5 N d7 17.R a3 c4!? [The position resembles

a Benoni rather than a Ruy Lopez, as both sides are playing on opposite

flanks, the tension wil  rise very fast. The text-move was played by Karpov

already in 1986, 4 years later he started to prefer the even more double-

edged]

[17...f5 Black wants to break up White's ? even at the cost of weakening

his ?, this position is topical even nowadays. White's best is the flexible 18.N

h2! ??e3,?f3,?g3 18...N f6 19.R f3  (19.R g3 Q d7!?  Beliavsky,??f7?  )  19...R

e5 20.R x f5 R x f5 21.exf5 b x d5 22.N g4 R a7!? Another idea by Beliavsky, 

but it hasn't been tested too extensively yet. (22...B f7 23.N e4 N xg4 24.Q x

g4  d5  allows   the  extremely  dangerous   piece  sacrifice   25.f6!   h5   26.Q   f5

 (26.Q f4!?)  26...Q c8 27.Q g5!? dxe4 28.fxg7 b x g7 29.B x e4° ò 29...N c6

30.B f4 b x a4?  (30...N d4! 31.b x a8 Q x a8²)  31.R e3 N d4 32.B e5 N e6

33.Q f5 N f8 34.R g3 B g6 35.R x g6 N xg6 36.Q x g6 R a7 37.B d5+ 1–

0,Nijboer,F-Solleveld,M/Amsterdam/2002/) 23.N e4  (23.N x f6+ Q x f6 24.N

 e4 B x e4 25.B x e4 R e7 26.a x b5 a x b5 27.B d5+ N xd5 28.Q x d5+ K h7

 29.R e6 R x e6 30.fxe6 Q e5=  P,Haba-Dervishi,E/AUT-chT2M 3004/2004/ )

23...B x e4 24.B x e4 N xg4 25.Q x g4 d5 26.B b1  (26.B f3!? N d3 27.R d1 N

 xc1   28.R   x  c1²  ??  )   26...R   e7   Morozevich,A-Beliavsky,A/Hyderabad/2002/

 (26...Q f6 27.R e6 Q d4„  Beliavsky )  27.R e6 R x e6 28.fxe6 Q f6 29.a x b5 a

x b5 30.B d2 N c6÷ Wedberg]

18.a x b5 a x b5 19.N d4 Q b6!? [Adams has never played the Zaitsev with

Black  before, so he has obviously prepared this rare and risky move at

home. However, Anand knew more and was stil  moving fast...]

[19...N e5?! is inferior due to 20.R x a8! Q x a8 21.N xb5 Q a5  (21...R c8

 22.N f3! Ned3 23.R f1 Q a1 24.B d2! Q x b2 25.B c3 Q b3 26.Q d2 Q a4

 27.N fd4±  Shirov,A-Lekic,D/Neum/2002/ )  22.N a3 B a6 23.R e3 Q c5 24.R

c3 Ned3 25.b x d3 N xd3 26.Q f3 N e5 27.Q e2² Anand,V-Kamsky,G/Las

Palmas   (7)/1995/   Black   is   tied   down   to   the   defence   of   the   ?c4   and   he

doesn't have sufficient compensation for the ?.; Karpov's choice from 1986

was 19...R x a3 20.b x a3 N d3 21.b x d3 cxd3 and this stil  seems playable:

Later White started to prefer 22.R e3 Black's best is the energetic (22.B b2

Q a5 23.N f5   (23.R e3 N e5  ??c4 )   23...g6!?  (23...N e5?! 24.b x e5 dxe5

 25.N   b3   Q   b6   26.Q   x   d3   R   a8   27.R   c1!?  Kasparov,G-Karpov,A/WCh

London/Leningrad (14)/1986/ )  24.N b3 Q a4 25.Q x d3 N e5! 26.b x e5 R x

e5 27.f4 R e8 28.N g3 B g7° ?) 22...N e5 23.N4f3 f5!? 24.N xe5 R x e5 25.B

b2 R e7!  (25...R e8?! 26.Q b3 fxe4 27.N x e4 Q a8 28.Q x b5± …¤f6,öe8 )

26.exf5  (26.Q b3 fxe4 27.  28.N x e4 Q a8 29.Q x d3 b x d5 30.N g3 b x g2

 31.Q   g6   B   f3   32.N   f5   Q   e4   33.N   x   h6+   K   h8   34.N   f7+  ½,Glek,I-

Kuzmin,A/Blagoveshensk/1988/ )  26...R x e3 27.fxe3 b x d5 28.Q g4 Q g5!? 

29.Q x g5 hxg5 30.K f2 B c6 31.B c3 B e7 32.B b4 g6 33.fxg6 K g7 34.e4

g4! ??g5? 35.K e3 gxh3 36.gxh3 B g5+ 37.Kxd3 Kxg6² /? ?,Kristensen,S-

Alvarez Vil ar,H/corr. 2000/ Black managed to hold this ? thanks to his ? and

the greatly reduced material. However, a line, in which the maximum is a

draw after accurate defence throughout the whole game, is understandably

rather unattractive.]

20.N f5 N e5 [Black must allow the ? to the ?: 20...R x a3? 21.b x a3 N d3

22.b x d3 cxd3 23.N x h6+! gxh6 24.Q g4+± On the other hand, once the ? 

a3   leaves   its   post,   ?a1   becomes   an   important   resource.;   A   possible

alternative is 20...g6 and now: 21.N f1!?  ??d2,×h6,?b4 (21.R g3 R a1!? 

 (21...K h7? 22.N f3!‚ 

 22...R a1 23.B e3 Q c7 24.Q d2 gxf5 25.b x h6! b x h6 26.N g5+ K g7 27.N

 xf7+! Kxf7 28.Q x h6+–; 21...N e5  -20...?e5 )   22.b3 N d3 23.b x d3 cxd3„)

21...R x a3  (21...gxf5? 22.R g3+ K h7 23.Q h5 N e5 24.exf5! b x d5 25.b x

 h6! b x h6 26.f6+ NB d3 27.R g7+ K h8 28.Q x h6#)   22.b x a3 N xd5™

23.exd5 R x e1 24.Q x e1 gxf5 25.b x f5?  ? Despite the exchange of al  ? 

Black must stil  defend his ? with care.  (25.N g3!?°) ]

21.R g3 g6™ [21...K h7? 22.N f3 NB d3 23.B e3 Q a5 24.b x d3 N xd3 25.b

x h6! gxh6 26.N g5+! K g6 27.Q h5+!! 1–0,Marcinkiewicz,A-Zundel,W/corr. 

2002/ 27...Kxh5 28.N h7! Q x e1+ 29.K h2+– It's easy to overlook this even

in   an   e-mail   game   and   such   fantastic   tactics   make   the   whole   line   very

dangerous for Black.]

22.N f3 Ned3 [Nearly everybody played like this, but one feels that deserting

the ? (started already with 19...?b6!?) is fraught with danger.]

[Interesting is 22...NB d3 23.B e3 Q a5 24.N xe5!? Q x e1+ 25.Q x e1 N xe1

26.N d7° ??]

23.Q d2!N [Anand prepared this blow for Kamsky already 10 years ago and

it hit the innocent Adams by ricochet. White's concentration of forces on

the ? wil  be even more dangerous, if his ? manages to join in.]

[Until now mostly correspondence players tried 19...?b6!? and the text-move

never entered anyone's mind (or computer screen!). Previous practice saw

23.B e3 Q d8!  (23...Q c7? 24.N3h4! K h7 25.b x h6! b x h6 26.N x h6 N xe1

 27.N6f5‚  ??d2 )   24.N   x  h6+   (24.N3h4   K   h7µ   and   White   has   no   obvious

follow-up.  ; 24.B d4 N xe1 25.Q x e1 R a1µ; 24.b x h6 N xe1 ??a1?  )  24...b x

h6 25.b x h6 Q f6÷  ( The greedy  25...N xe1!?  is possibly even stronger.  ) ]

23...b x d5? [Adams realized he was trapped in his opponent's analysis, so

after long thought he tries disconcert White with an unexpected counterblow. 

However, his luck fails him -  although it's very difficult to foresee, the text-

move loses more or less by force.]

[It was necessary to enter the wild tactical labyrinth with the consistent and

materialistic 23...N xe1!? More complex and dangerous is the quiet 24.N

xe1!? (Black holds in the long line 24.N3h4 NB d3 25.b x d3  (25.N x h6+? b

 x h6 26.Q x h6 Q x f2+ 27.K h2 N e5!–+ 

 28.N xg6 N5f3+ 29.R x f3 Q x g2#)  25...N xd3 26.N x h6+ b x h6  (26...K

 h7?! 27.N xf7° ?  )  27.Q x h6 Q x f2+ 28.K h2 N xc1 29.N f5!?  (29.N xg6 Q x

 g3+ 30.Kxg3 fxg6=)  29...Q x g3+ 30.Kxg3 gxf5 31.exf5 N e2+ 32.K h2 N d4

33.f6 N f5 34.Q g5+ K h7 35.Q x f5+ K h6 36.Q d7  (36.h4 R e5 37.Q g4 b x

 d5 38.Q g7+ K h5 39.K h3 R e3+ 40.g3 B e6+ 41.K g2 R e5 42.K f3 R f5+

 43.K g2 R e5=   with repetition.  )   36...b x d5 37.Q x d6 K g6   (37...R a d8? 

 38.Q f4+ K g6 39.h4+–; 37...B e4 38.Q g3 R g8 39.Q e3+ K g6=  is similar to

37...?g6.  )  38.Q x d5 Kxf6= ? After the exchange of the ?? Black can even

give his ? for the ?g2, play ?e6 and achieve a fortress with ?vs?.) 24...R a1

(24...N xd5 25.N x h6+!?  (25.exd5 ¹R a1!  (25...Q a5? 26.N x h6+ K h7

 (26...b x h6 27.Q x h6 Q x e1+ 28.K h2+–)   27.Q g5!+– and the ? breaks

through via g6.) 26.B c2 (26.N x h6+? b x h6 27.Q x h6 R x e1+ 28.K h2 R x

c1! 29.Q x c1  (29.b x g6?? R h1#)  29...Q x f2µ) 26...Q a5÷ /?) 25...b x h6

26.Q x h6 ¹R a1 -24...?a1 (26...R e7?! 27.B d2! R a1  (27...R a e8 28.e5!‚)

28.exd5  (28.R x g6+ fxg6 29.Q x g6+ R g7=)  28...R x b1 29.R x g6+ fxg6

30.Q x g6+ R g7  (30...K h8? 31.B c3++–)  31.Q x b1 b x d5 32.B h6² /?  ( or

 32.B   c3   wins   back   the   exchange   and   gives   White   very   good   winning

chances.  )  ) ) 25.N x h6+ b x h6 (25...K g7? 26.R f3! ?×f7 26...f5   (26...f6

 27.N g4+–)  27.R x f5!+–) 26.Q x h6 Arguably the best is 26...N xd5! when

even in the post-mortem no win was found: 

a) 26...R x b1? loses beautiful y to 27.R x g6+! fxg6 28.Q x g6+ K f8  (28...K

 h8 29.Q x e8+ K g7 30.Q e7+ K g8 31.Q e6+ K h8 32.Q f6+ K g8 33.Q g6+

 K h8 34.B g5 R x e1+ 35.K h2+–)  29.B h6+ K e7 30.B g5+ K f8  (30...K d7

 31.Q f7+ K c8 32.Q x e8+ K c7 33.Q d8#)  31.Q h6+ K g8 32.B f6! R x e1+

33.K h2+– Despite the huge material advantage Black can't prevent mate.; 

b) 26...R e5 27.N f3!  (27.B d2 R x b1 28.b x b4 R x b2  already forces  29.R x

 g6+ fxg6 30.Q x g6+ K h8=)  27...R x b1  (27...Q c7? 28.N h4! ??g6 We'l  see

a lot of this motif yet!  )  28.R x g6+! fxg6 29.Q x g6+ K f8 30.N xe5 (30.Q f6+

K e8! 31.N xe5 R x c1+ 32.K h2 B c8! and it seems White should prudently

force the perpetual with  (32...B c6? 33.dxc6 dxe5 34.Q h8+ K e7 35.Q g7+

 K d6 36.Q d7+ K c5 37.c7+–)  33.Q h8+  (33.N g6?! N xd5! 34.exd5 R e1µ; 

 33.h4?! B g4!µ)  33...K e7 34.Q h4+=) 30...R x c1+ 31.K h2 Q x f2™  (31...Q

 c7? 32.Q f6+ K g8 33.N g6!!+– 

 33...Q g7 34.Q d8+ K f7 35.N h8+)  32.Q x d6+ K g8=  (32...K e8? 33.Q b8+

 K e7 34.N g6+ K d7 35.Q x b7+ K d8 36.Q b8+ K d7 37.N e5+ K e7 38.Q

 c7+ K e8 39.Q d7+ K f8 40.Q d8+ K g7 41.Q g5++–) ; 

27.R x g6+  ( The simplest draw is  27.e5 R x b1 28.R x g6+ fxg6 29.Q x g6+

 K f8 30.Q f5+=)  27...fxg6 28.Q x g6+ K f8 29.B h6+?!  ( White stil  has  29.Q

 f5+ K g7 30.Q g5+ K f7 31.Q h5+ K e7 32.exd5 Q d4 33.Q f5 K d8 34.B g5+

 K c7 35.Q f7+ K b6 36.Q x e8 R x b1 37.Q d8+=)  29...K e7 30.exd5 b x d5

31.B g5+ K d7 32.B f5+ R e6! is already dangerous for White. Maybe Anand

saw more, but from a practical viewpoint it's important that he always had at

least a draw.]

24.N x h6+! [White invests more material.]

[24.exd5?! N xe1 25.N xe1 R a1µ turns the tables.]

24...b x h6 25.Q x h6 Q x f2+ [25...N xe1 26.N h4! ??f5,?g6+–]

26.K h2 N xe1 [26...R e5 again fails to the consistent 27.N h4!  (27.N xe5

 dxe5÷; 27.B e3 Q x g3+! 28.Kxg3 R h5°)  27...R h5 28.R x g6+! fxg6 29.Q x

g6+ K f8 30.Q x h5 N xe1  (30...Q x e1 31.N f5! Q x c1 32.Q h8+ K f7 33.Q

 g7+ K e6 34.Q e7#)  31.exd5+– ‚òf8; 26...N xc1 27.exd5 Ncd3  (27...R x e1

 28.b x g6+–)  28.R e6!+–]

27.N h4! [Here Anand for the first time spent a few minutes, probably just to

check his old homework. White spurns a draw and continues his ? even a ? 

down.]

27...Ned3 [This loses quickly.]

[Somewhat more stubborn, but stil  insufficient was 27...R a7 28.N f5!  (28.N

 xg6? Q x g3+! 29.Kxg3 fxg6÷ 

 30.Q x g6+?? R g7)  28...Q x g3+ 29.Kxg3 gxf5 30.Q f6! R e6  (30...f4+ 31.b

 x f4 K h7 32.B g5!+– ??h6,?f6 )  31.Q d8+ K g7 32.exf5!+– 

32...R e e7 33.B h6+! Kxh6 34.Q h8+ K g5 35.h4#; 27...R e6 28.exd5 R f6

29.B g5+– ×g6]

28.N xg6 Q x g3+ 29.Kxg3 fxg6 30.Q x g6+ K f8 [30...K h8 31.B g5+–]

31.Q f6+ K g8 32.B h6 [32.B h6 R a7 33.Q g6+ K h8 34.Q x e8+ B g8 35.Q

g6 R f7 36.B g5+–]

1–0

 (8) Anand,Viswanathan (2788) - Svidler,Peter (2738) [C89]

FIDE-Wch San Luis (6), 04.10.2005

 [Finkel,A]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0   8.c3!? [We   shouldn't   forget   that   Svidler   was   Kramnik's   second   in   his

recent match against Leko. We shouldn't also forget that Kramnik suffered a

crushing defeat with White in Marshal  attack in that match. I guess you can

figure out the rest by yourself...]

8...d5 9.exd5 N xd5 10.N xe5 N xe5 11.R x e5 c6 12.d4 B d6 13.R e1 Q h4

14.g3 Q h3 15.R e4 g5 16.Q f1  [This move-order is considered to be the

most principled way to meet Black's set up.]

[16.Q e1!? N f6 17.N d2 Q h5 18.Q d1 Q x d1+ 19.b x d1 N x e4 20.N x e4 B

e7 21.b x g5 b x g5 22.N xg5² Motylev,A-Tkachiev,V/Kazan 2005; 16.b x g5? 

Q f5–+]

16...Q x f1+!? [Svidler decides to deviate from the famous Kramnik-Leko

game that we've mentioned earlier.]

[16...Q h5 17.N d2 B f5 18.f3 N f6 19.R e1 R a e8 20.R x e8 R x e8 21.a4 Q

g6? Kramnik,V-Leko,P/Brissago 2004]

17.Kxf1 B f5 18.f3 [Diagram 

XABCDEFGHY

8r+-+-trk+(

7+-+-+p+p' 

6p+pvl-+-+& 

5+p+n+lzp-%

4-+-zPR+-+$

3+LzP-+PzP-#

2PzP-+-+-zP" 

1tRNvL-+K+-! 

xabcdefghy

]

[18.R e1 R a e8 19.B e3 B h3+ 20.K g1 f5 21.N a3 f4 22.B d2 K g7 23.b x

d5 cxd5 24.N c2 B f5° ½–½ Moraru,M-Florescu,C/Olanesti 1997; 18.N d2!? 

Rfe8 19.f3 g4? 20.R x e8+ R x e8 21.N e4 B x e4 22.fxe4  23.a4² Hotting,A-

Elburg,J/IECG email 2002]

18...h6 19.N d2!? [An exchange sacrifice on e4 isn't a new idea in Marshall

variation, but white's last move is a novelty.]

[19.R e1 Rfe8 20.b x d5 cxd5 21.R x e8+ R x e8 22.K f2 a5 23.a3 B d3° ½–

½ Peng Xiaomin-Grischuk,A/Shanghai 2001]

19...B   x   e4   20.fxe4  [White's   got   a   pawn   and   a   very  strong   centre   for

exchange.   In   my   opinion   the   arising   position   is   some   kind   of   dynamic

equality, but Black has more obstacles to find the right pass, so I'd pick

White if had I been offered the choice! That's the best of evaluation I can

come with at this late hour!]

20...N c7 21.K g2 [Nothing promised 21.e5 B e7 22.N e4 N d5 23.K g2 f6

24.exf6 b x f6= and Black is fine.]

21...c5! [Black needs open lines for his rooks, so his last move is perfectly

logical in that sense.]

22.e5 B e7 23.N e4 [23.dxc5?! N e6  (23...b x c5?! 24.N e4 B e7 25.h4²)  24.b

x e6 fxe6 25.b4 R f5 26.a4 R a f8 27.a x b5 a x b5?]

23...cxd4 24.cxd4 a5 25.B e3?! [Many commentators regarded this move

with an exclaimation mark, but I think it's a dubious idea after which Black is

the only one who can fight for advantage. It was better to play]

[25.a3!?  even though Black  doesn't face any problems in that case too:

25...a4 26.B a2 R f d8  (26...b4 27.a x b4 R a b8 28.d5 R x b4 29.K f3²)  27.B

e3 N d5 28.b x d5 R x d5 29.R c1 R d7 30.K f3 R b8=]

25...a4 26.B d1 N d5?! [26...f6! 27.exf6 b x f6 28.B f3 R a d8³]

27.B f2 R a c8 28.R b1! [In certain lines the pawn on b2 is hanging so it's

just   the   right   moment   to   protect   it   since   Black   may  hardly  improve   his

position.]

28...f6 [28...R f d8 29.B e2 b4 30.B d1 N b6 31.g4  (31.d5? N xd5 32.b x a4

 f5 33.exf6 N xf6³)  31...R c7 32.N g3 Rdc8 33.N f5 B f8 34.B f3²]

29.exf6 b x f6 [29...N x f6 30.N c3 b4 31.N xa4 N e4 32.B e3²]

30.N d6!²  [From now on Black has to defend very careful y to keep the

balance.]

[30.B g4 Rcd8 31.N c5 R d6=]

30...R c6 [30...R b8 31.B f3 N e7 32.R d1! R f d8 33.N b R d7 34.N c5 R d6

35.N e4²]

31.N xb5 R b6 32.b x a4 Rfb8 33.N a3 R x b2 [Diagram 

XABCDEFGHY

8-tr-+-+k+(

7+-+-+-+-' 

6-+-+-vl-zp& 

5+-+n+-zp-%

4L+-zP-+-+$

3sN-+-+-zP-#

2Ptr-+-vLKzP" 

1+R+-+-+-! 

xabcdefghy

]

34.R x b2? [Missing a chance to check out Black's defensive resourses

after]

[34.B b3! R x b1 35.N xb1 K f8 36.K f3² and White can play for a win.]

34...R x b2= 35.N c4 [35.B b3? b x d4³]

35...R x a2 36.B b3 R x f2+ 37.Kxf2 b x d4+ 38.N e3 b x e3+ 39.K f3

½–½

 (9) Grischuk,Alexander (2785) - Aronian,Levon (2801) [C77]

EU-chT (Men) 19th Warsaw (7.2), 15.11.2013

 [Stohl,I]

[An excel ent fighting game in a very important match.]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 [For 5.d3 see an article in

CBM 136 and 137. Here Black in general has a wider choice, he can and

often does fianchetto his dark-squared bishop.]

5...B e7 6.d3 [Grischuk opts for another version of the nowadays popular d3

Ruy Lopez.]

[Another popular way to avoid the Marshall is 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–0 8.a4

This line was the topic of a survey in CBM 157, after 8...b4 White has a

choice between 9.d3  ( and  9.d4) ]

6...b5 [A less played, but viable continuation is 6...d6 7.c3 0–0 Aronian had

essayed it recently with success: (7...b5 8.B c2 0–0 9.NB d2 R e8 10.R e1 B

f8 11.N f1   (11.h3 g6 12.N f1 B g7 13.B g5 h6 14.B h4 N b8 15.d4 NB d7

 16.N e3 B b7 17.dxe5 dxe5 18.N g4 g5 19.N xg5 hxg5 20.b x g5 R e6 21.B

 b3 R d6 22.Q f3 Q f8 23.b x f6 b x f6 24.R a d1 B g7 25.R x d6 cxd6 26.Q f5

 Q e7 27.R e3 N c5 28.R g3 K f8 29.B d5°  Cheparinov,I (2678)-Onischuk,A

(2667)/Poikovsky/2013/ ; 11.d4!?  is perhaps more ambitious.  )  11...h6  (11...N

 e7 12.a4 R b8 13.a x b5 a x b5 14.d4 N g6 15.d5 B d7 16.b4 R a8 17.B g5

 B e7 18.b x f6 b x f6 19.g3 R x a1 20.Q x a1 Q a8 21.N3d2 Q b7 22.N b3 N

 e7 23.N a5  ½,Motylev,A (2663)-Onischuk,A (2667)/Poikovsky/2013/   23...Q

 b6=)  12.N g3  (12.d4 g6 13.h3 B g7 14.N g3 B b7 15.B e3 exd4 16.cxd4 N

 b4 17.B b1 N x e4 18.N x e4 B x e4 19.B x e4  20.Q b3 c5 21.a3 cxd4 22.b x

 d4 R x e1+ 23.R x e1 N c6 24.b x g7 Kxg7 25.Q c3+ N e5  Morozevich,A

(2741)-Anand,V (2786)/Monte Carlo rpd/2005/ )  12...N e7 13.d4 N g6 14.b3

c6 15.B e3 Q c7 16.B d3 B b7 17.Q c2 R a c8 18.h3 N f4 19.B f1 N g6 20.B

d3 N f4 21.B f1 N g6 22.a4 Q b8 23.B d3 N f4 24.b x f4 exf4 25.N f5? 

Grischuk,A   (2763)-Almasi,Z   (2713)/Istanbul   olm/2012/   For   more   details

about this game see the notes by Erenburg in CBM 151.) 8.R e1 b5 9.B c2

d5 10.NB d2 d4 11.h3   (11.a4 R b8 12.a x b5 a x b5 13.h3 N d7 14.N b3

 dxc3 15.b x c3 b4 16.c4 N c5 17.B e3 N e6 18.Q c1 B b7 19.c5 B f6 20.Q

 b2 Q e7 21.R e c1 R f d8 22.N a5 N xa5 23.R x a5   Karjakin,S (2772)-

Najer,E (2626)/Moscow blitz/2013/  23...B c6!? 24.N xe5 b3 25.B b1 B b5°)

11...N d7 12.N b3 a5 13.a4 b x a4 14.NB d2 N c5 15.N c4 f6 16.b x a4 N xa4

17.R x a4 dxc3 18.b x c3 B a6 19.Q b3 K h8 20.R d1 Q b8 21.Q c2 B b5

22.R   a2   Adams,M   (2753)-Aronian,L   (2795)/Bilbao/2013/   22...b   x   c4?! 

 (22...a4!? 23.N a3 R d8„)   23.dxc4 N d8 24.B e3 R a6 Adams,M (2753)-

Aronian,L   (2795)/Bilbao/2013/   25.R   d7   R   e8   26.R   d5?   is   Gormally's

recomendation - see his notes in CBM 157.]

7.B b3 0–0 [Levon's practice has more often then not featured 7...d6 , which

is more usual than the Marshall-like text move. After 8.a4 B d7 9.c3 N a5!? 

10.B c2 c5 11.d4 Q b8 12.B g5 h6 13.b x f6 b x f6 14.dxc5 dxc5 15.Q d5 N b

16.a x b5 B e6 17.Q c6+ B d7 18.Q d5 B e6 19.Q d1 a x b5 20.R x a8 Q x

a8 21.N a3 Navara,D (2703)-Caruana,F (2779)/ECC Rhodos/2013/ Black's

safest continuation is 21...b4 22.N b5 Q d8= For more details about this

game see the notes in CBM 157, they deal also with the whole complex of

lines after 7...d6.]

8.N c3 [An unusual way to develop the knight in the Closed Ruy Lopez, but

subsequently it wil  end up on its regular g3–square anyway.]

[8.a4 b4 9.NB d2  (9.h3 d6 10.NB d2 N a5 11.B a2 c5 12.c3 N c6 13.N c4 h6

 14.N e3 R b8 15.N d5 B e6 16.B d2 b x d5 17.b x d5 N xd5 18.exd5 N a5

 19.R e1 f5 20.N h2 b x c3 21.b x c3 N b3 22.R a3 Q b6 23.N f1 Q b7µ

Naiditsch,A (2710)-Karjakin,S (2782)/Kiev rpd/2013/ )   9...B c5!? shows one

of the reasons for postponing d6 - due to White's slow build-up Black can

deploy his bishop more actively, as in the ArK hangelsk variation:   (9...d6

 10.N c4 B e6 11.h3 h6 12.B e3 Q c8 13.R e1 R d8 14.Q e2 Q b7 15.R a d1

 N d7 16.d4 exd4 17.N xd4 N xd4 18.b x d4 a5 19.R d3 Q c6 20.N e3 Q x e4

 21.N   d5   b   x   d5   22.Q   f1   Q   f5   23.g4   Q   g5   24.f4   Q   h4   25.b   x   d5°

?,Harikrishna,P (2688)-Efimenko,Z (2689)/Bundesliga/2013/ )  10.N c4 (10.h3

d6 11.c3 R b8 12.R e1  (12.N c4 b x c3 13.b x c3 h6 14.B e3 b x e3 15.N xe3

 B e6 16.b x e6 fxe6 17.R b1 Q d7 18.Q c2 N a5 19.Rfc1 Q c6 20.R b4 R b6

 21.R   x   b6   cxb6   22.Q   a2   R   e8=   Kamsky,G   (2762)-Kasimdzhanov,R

(2696)/Tashkent/2012/ )  12...R e8  (12...a5 13.N f1 B a7 14.B g5 h6 15.B e3

 b x e3 16.N xe3 N e7 17.B c2 c5 18.d4 b x c3 19.b x c3 exd4 20.cxd4 cxd4

 21.N xd4 B b7 22.f3²  Figlio,G (2000)-Gomes,D/corr/1998/ )  13.a5 B a7 14.N

f1 N e7 15.N g3 N g6 16.d4 h6 17.B c2 c5 18.dxe5 dxe5 19.B d3 B e6 20.b

x a6 c4 21.R a4 Q c7 22.cxb4 b x f2+ 23.Kxf2 Q a7+ 24.B e3 Q x a6 25.K g1

R   e   d8   26.Q   c1   R   d3   27.R   d1   R   b3°   ?,Karjakin,S   (2769)-Aronian,L

(2805)/Wijk aan Zee/2012/) 10...d6 11.B e3 (11.h3 h6  (11...B e6 12.c3 b x

 c3 13.b x c3 R b8 14.B a2 B a7 15.B g5 h6 16.B h4 g5 17.N xg5!? hxg5

 18.b x g5° K g7 19.Q f3 K g6 20.h4 B g4 21.Q g3 Q d7 22.N e3 b x e3 23.Q

 x e3 N h5 24.f3 B e6 25.B h6 Q e7 26.b x f8 R x f8 27.b x e6 fxe6 28.Q g5+

 Q   x   g5   29.hxg5   Popov,I   (2644)-Ragger,M   (2680)/WCup   Tromso/2013/

 29...N f4³)  12.B e3 b x e3 13.N xe3 B e6 14.b x e6 fxe6 15.c3 R b8 16.N h2

b x c3 17.b x c3 Q d7 18.Nhg4 N xg4 19.hxg4 N a5 20.d4 Swiercz,D (2585)-

Efimenko,Z (2689)/Lublin  rpd/2012/  20...exd4 21.cxd4 R  b4„)  11...b  x  e3

12.fxe3 (12.N xe3 N a5 13.N d2  (13.B a2 B e6=)  13...N xb3 14.N xb3 B e6

15.N d2 c6 16.b3 d5 17.Q f3 R e8 18.h3 Q d6 19.R f d1 R a d8 20.Ndf1 Q

c5   21.N   g3   dxe4   22.N   x   e4   N   x   e4   23.Q   x   e4   Q   c3   24.R   a   c1

f6= /?,Jakovenko,D (2734)-Karjakin,S (2786)/RUS-chT Loo/2013/) 12...B e6

 (12...h6 13.Q e1 B e6 14.K h1 R b8 15.N h4 g6 16.Q g3 N h5 17.Q f2 K h7

 18.h3 N g7 19.N d2 b x b3 20.N xb3 N e7 21.Q g3 N h5 22.Q g4 Q c8 23.K

 h2   Q   x   g4   24.hxg4   N   g7=   Karjakin,S   (2775)-Leko,P   (2732)/Beijing

blitz/2012/ )  13.Q e1 a5 14.h3 N e7 15.N h4 K h8 16.R f3 N d7 17.N d2 b x

b3 18.N xb3 g6 19.Q f2 f6 20.R f1 c6 21.N d2 d5 22.g4 N g8 23.Q g3 Q e7

24.R3f2   K   g7   25.Nhf3   R   a   e8=   Areshchenko,A   (2709)-Beliavsky,A

(2628)/EU-ch Legnica/2013/; 8.R e1  leads to an Anti-Marshal  with 8.d3, 

White is currently looking for effective ways to postpone, or even omit the

rook move altogether.]

8...d6 [8...B c5?! 9.B g5  ( or  9.N d5!?  is now hardly ideal.  ) ]

9.a3 [To fight for an edge, White must retain his light-squared bishop.]

[9.N d5 is not energetic enough: 9...N a5 10.N xe7+ Q x e7 11.B g5 h6 12.b

x f6 Q x f6 13.N d2 B d7 14.f3 N xb3 15.a x b3 a5 16.Q e2 a4 17.b x a4 b x

a4 18.b3 a x b3 19.N xb3 B a4 20.R a3 b x b3 21.R x b3 Rfb8 22.R x b8+ R

x b8 23.Q d2 Q g5 24.f4 exf4 25.Q x f4 Q x f4 26.R x f4= ½,Spassky,B

(2630)-Beliavsky,A (2615)/Tilburg/1981/; 9.a4 b4 10.N d5 N a5 11.N xe7+

 (11.N xb4 R b8 12.B d2 c5 13.N d5 N xb3 14.N x f6+ b x f6 15.cxb3 B e6

 16.R a3 Q b6?  Kalygin,S (2482)-Potapov,A (2500)/Alushta/2003/ )   11...Q x

e7 12.B a2 B e6 13.b x e6 fxe6 14.d4 N c6 15.R e1 exd4 16.N xd4 N xd4

17.Q x d4 a5 18.f3 e5 19.Q d3 h6 20.B e3 Q e6= Pessoa,F (2512)-Mraz,M

(2501)/corr/2009/]

9...B e6 [An important crossroads; here Black has tried many other moves:]

[9...B g4 10.B e3 N d4 11.b x d4 exd4 12.N d5 N d7 13.h3 b x f3 14.Q x f3

c6 15.N f4 R c8 (15...g6 16.g3  (16.Q g4 K h8 17.N e2 B f6 18.f4 B g7 19.Q

 f3 R b8 20.e5 dxe5 21.Q x c6 f5 22.a4 R b6 23.Q d5 Q c7 24.a x b5 R x b5

 25.Q   c4   Q   x   c4   26.dxc4   R   b6³   Ramirez,A   (2588)-Tomashevsky,E

(2706)/WCup Tromso/2013/ )  16...B f6 17.h4 N e5 18.Q e2 K g7 19.a4 Q d7

20.K g2 h5 21.f3 Q b7 22.Q f2 Q b6 23.R h1 R h8 24.R a2 R a c8 25.a x b5

a   x   b5   Fressinet,L   (2708)-Tomashevsky,E   (2703)/Paris/2013/   26.Rha1²)

16.g3 B g5 17.N e2 d5!? 18.exd5 c5 19.d6  (¹19.Rfe1!?)  19...N b6 20.c3 c4

21.B c2 dxc3 22.N xc3 Q x d6 23.R a d1 Q c6 24.Q f5 B f6= Grischuk,A

(2785)-Kamsky,G (2721)/WChT Antalya/2013/; 9...N a5 10.B a2 B e6 11.b x

e6  (11.N d5!?)  11...fxe6 12.b4 N c6 13.B d2 N d4 14.N xd4 exd4 15.N e2 c5

16.h3 Q d7 17.Q b1 e5 18.b x c5 dxc5 19.a4 Q c6 20.N g3 c4 21.N f5 B c5÷

22.f4?!   N   x   e4!   23.dxe4   Q   x   e4   24.N   g3   Q   x   c2³   Topalov,V   (2793)-

Kasimdzhanov,R (2699)/Thessaloniki/2013/; 9...B b7 10.B d2 White tries to

avoid all the usual Ruy Lopez moves such as h3 and ?e1. (10.R e1 Q d7

11.N e2 N d8  (11...R a e8 12.N g3 B d8 13.a4!? N e7 14.a x b5 a x b5 15.B

 g5 N c8 16.Q d2 K h8 17.B a2 c5 18.b4 N b6 19.B e3 Q c6 20.N f5 NB d7

 21.b   x   c5   dxc5   22.N   g5   K   g8   23.R   e   b1±   Svidler,P   (2752)-Brunello,S

(2615)/EU-chT Warsaw/2013/ )  12.N g3 N e6 13.c3 c5 14.d4 exd4 15.cxd4

c4 16.B c2 d5 17.e5 N e4 18.N x e4 dxe4 19.B x e4 B x e4 20. Q d5 21.Q c2

R f d8 22.h4 f5 23.exf6 b x f6° Shirov,A (2740)-Tomashevsky,E (2658)/RUS-

chT Dagomys/2008/) 10...Q d7 11.a4 (11.B a2!? N d8 12.b4 N e6 13.R e1

Rfe8  (13...c5!? 14.N d5 B d8)  14.N e2 B f8 15.c4 c5 16.N c3 b x c4 17.b x

c4 h6 18.Q b3 R a c8 19.R a b1 cxb4 20.a x b4 R b8 21.R a1 N c7 22.R a5²

Mamedov,N   (2602)-Swiercz,D   (2633)/TUR-chT   Denizli/2013/)   11...N   d8

 (11...N d4!? 12.N xd4 exd4 13.N e2 c5÷)  12.a x b5 a x b5 13.R x a8 b x a8

14.N e2 N e6 15.N g3 c5 16.N f5 B d8 17.c4 b x c4 18.b x c4 B c7 19.R e1

R   e8   20.Q   c1   N   h5   21.g3   Carlsen,M   (2872)-Svidler,P   (2747)/London

Candidates/2013/ 21...R b8= Svidler]

10.B g5N  [Just one day later Anand played the same bishop sortie in the

Ruy Lopez aganst Carlsen, and also on move 10! Here the similarity ends, 

as Grischuk's move doesn't pin the ?f6.]

[Until now White has mostly played 10.N d5 N d4  (10...N a5 11.N x f6+ b x

 f6 12.b x e6 fxe6 13.b4 N c6 14.c3 Q d7 15.a4 N e7 16.B e3 N g6 17.g3 B

 e7 18.h4 h6 19.K g2 R a e8 20.N h2 B d8 21.a x b5 a x b5 22.R a6 K h7

 23.Q   h5   N   e7   24.Rfa1   N   g8   25.Q   e2   R   f7   26.R   a8?  Leko,P   (2744)-

Kasimdzhanov,R (2709)/Zug/2013/ )  11.N xd4 exd4 12.N x f6+ b x f6 13.b x

e6 fxe6 14.a4 c5 15.Q g4 Q d7 16.b3  (16.a x b5 a x b5 17.B d2 c4 18.B b4

 R a4 19.R x a4 b x a4 20.dxc4 R c8 21.Q g3 R x c4 22.b x d6 R x c2 23.e5

 B   e7   24.Q   d3   R   x   b2   25.Q   x   d4   a3=   Anand,V   (2783)-Svidler,P

(2747)/Paris/St Petersburg/2013/ )  16...Q f7  (16...c4!?„)  17.B d2 c4 18.B b4

B e7 19.a x b5 a x b5 20.R x a8 R x a8 21.f4 R a2 22.e5 h5 23.Q h3 d5 24.b

x e7 Q x e7 25.Q x h5 R x c2 26.R a1 Q b7 27.Q e8+ K h7 28.Q h5+ K g8

29.f5!‚ Dominguez Perez,L (2723)-Svidler,P (2769)/Thessaloniki/2013/; 10.b

x e6 fxe6 11.d4?! N xd4 12.N xd4 exd4 13.Q x d4 N d7 14.B e3 B f6 15.Q d2

N e5 16.b3 N g4 17.B d4 b x d4 18.Q x d4 Q h4 19.h3 N e5 20.Q e3?  (20.N

 e2   R   f3?)   20...R   f3!   21.Q   e1   R   x   h3–+   Gul aksen,E   (2382)-Olsen,H

(2325)/Klaksvik/2005/]

10...K h8 [The beginning of a complex manoeuvring fight. However, Black

had more direct options:]

[10...b x b3 11.cxb3 N d7  (11...b4 12.b x f6 b x f6 13.N d5?)  12.B e3  (12.b x

 e7 N xe7 13.d4 exd4 14.N xd4 N f6„)  12...B f6 13.N d5  (13.Q c2 N e7 14.b4

 Q c8„)  13...N e7 14.N x f6+ N x f6 15.b4÷ /?; 10...h6 11.b x f6 b x f6 12.N d5

N a5 (12...R b8 13.N b4!? N xb4 14.b x e6  (14.a x b4 b x b3 15.cxb3 R b6÷)

14...N xc2 15.b x f7+ R x f7 16.Q x c2 c5 17.a4÷) 13.B a2 c6 14.N x f6+ Q x

f6 15.b x e6 Q x e6  (15...fxe6 16.b4 N b 17.a4²)  16.b4 N b 17.a4  (17.d4!?)

17...c5„]

11.h3 [11.b x f6 b x f6 12.N d5 R b8=  (12...N b8!?) ]

11...N g8 12.B e3!? [White invests a tempo to retain his better bishop.]

[12.b x e7 Ngxe7 13.N d5 N g6 14.c3 Nce7=  (14...f5!?) ]

12...Q d7 13.b x e6 [13.N d5 

c4? seems more enterprising.]

13...fxe6 14.N e2 N f6 15.N g3 a5 16.a4 b4 17.c3= [/? White has a better

pawn structure, but Black's solid setup makes it difficult to open the game

and create weaknesses, which can be effectively targeted.]

17...d5!? [Loosens the centre, but occupies more space.]

[An alternative was marking time with e.g. 17...R a b8 18.Q c2 R b7]

18.Q c2 B d6 [¹18...R a b8!?]

19.R a c1 [19.c4!? d4 20.B g5 B e7 21.c5²]

19...R a b8 20.R f d1 [20.c4 d4 21.B g5 b3!?÷ ?]

20...Q e8 21.Q e2 h6 22.R e1  [22.c4 d4 23.b x d4 N xd4 24.N xd4 exd4

25.e5 N d7 26.exd6 cxd6„]

22...K g8 [22...N d7!? takes the sting out of the fol owing operation. White

can   modify  his   plan   with   23.exd5   exd5   24.c4   ,   but   Black   has   24...e4!? 

25.dxe4 dxe4 26.N d4 N xd4 27.b x d4 c5  (27...b x g3 28.fxg3 c5 29.B e3²)

28.B e3  (28.N x e4 B f4 29.b x g7+ Kxg7 30.Rcd1°)  28...N e5!„ 

29.N x e4 Q g6]

23.c4!? d4 24.b x d4  [Grischuk naturally doesn't al ow Black to close the

position.]

[24.B d2 N d7³  (24...b3!?) ]

24...N   xd4   25.N   xd4   N   d7! [An   excel ent   positional   sacrifice   holds   the

balance.]

[25...exd4 26.e5 N d7  (26...R d8 27.exd6 R x d6 28.c5±)  27.exd6 cxd6 28.Q

x e6+ Q x e6 29.R x e6 N c5 30.R x d6 N xd3 31.R c2²]

26.N f3 [26.N c6 R b6 27.N xa5 N c5?]

26...N c5 27.R a1 N b3 28.R a2 B c5° [The poor bishop, which White left

alive on move 12, becomes a powerful piece.]

29.R f1 [29.N f1 R d8 30.R d1 Q h5°; 29.Q d1 N d4 30.N xd4 b x d4 31.b3 Q

g6°]

29...Q g6 [¹29...Q d7! 30.N xe5 

a) 30.K h2 R x f3 31.Q x f3  (31.gxf3 N d4 32.Q d1 R f8‚)  31...N d2 32.Q e2 N

xf1+ 33.N xf1 R d8?; 

b) 30.Q d1 R x f3 31.Q x f3 (31.gxf3 N d4?  (31...R f8!?) ) 31...N d2 32.Q e2

N xf1 33.N xf1 R d8³; 

30...Q d6 31.Q h5™ R x f2! 32.R x f2 R f8 33.N h1 b x f2+ 34.N xf2 Q c5

35.d4 N xd4 36.b3 N c6³]

30.K h2 B d4 [30...N d4 31.N xd4 b x d4 32.b3 RB d8°; 30...h5!? 31.Q d1

(31.N xe5 Q g5 32.N d7  (32.N f3 R x f3 33.Q x f3 h4 34.N h1 N d2 35.Q e2

 N xf1+ 36.Q x f1 b3 37.R a1 Q e5+ 38.K g1 Q x b2–+)  32...R x f2 33.R x f2 b

x f2 34.Q x f2 R d8 35.Q c2 h4 36.N e2 R x d7 37.Q x b3 R f7 38.c5 R f2

39.Q x e6+ K h7 40.Q g4 Q x g4 41.hxg4 R x e2? White temporarily has 2

extra pawns, but Black with his active rook is the one playing for a win.)

31...R x f3 32.gxf3  (32.Q x f3 h4?)  32...N d4°]

31.Q d1 [31.N xd4 N xd4 32.Q d1 b3 33.R a1 N c2 34.R b1 R f d8 35.Q d2

R b4 36.f4÷]

31...R x f3! [?]

[31...N c5 32.N xd4 exd4 33.f4±]

32.Q x f3 [White doesn't insist on retaining the extra exchange.]

[32.gxf3 N c5°]

32...N d2 33.Q e2 N xf1+? [Prematurely releases the tension.]

[33...Q g5! 34.R d1 b3 35.R a3  (35.R a a1? b x b2)  35...b x b2 36.R x b3 R x

b3  (36...N xb3 37.Q x b2 R b4=)  37.R x d2 B d4°]

34.N xf1 b3 35.R a3 Q f6 36.K g1 Q g5 [36...B c5 37.R a1 R f8 38.N e3²]

37.R a1 Q e7 38.N h2! B c5 39.N f3 Q d6 40.Q d2 [White has safeguarded

his position and he doesn't have to hurry the attack on Black's loose pawns. 

¹40.g3²   /?   would   gradual y   improve   his   setup   and   give   him   very   good

winning chances.]

40...B b4 41.Q d1 B c5 42.Q d2 B b4 43.c5?! [43.Q e2 B c5 44.g3! -40.g3]

43...Q x c5 44.Q d1 [44.R c1 Q d6 45.Q d1 B c5 46.R c4 Q b6„]

44...R b6 [Probably objectively better was 

44...Q c2 

45.Q x c2  b x c2 

46.R c1 B d6 

47.R x c2 R b4 

48.K f1 R x a4 

49.K e2² , but the resulting endgame is stil  unpleasant for Black - White has

the better minor piece and pawn structure.]

45.R c1 Q d6 

46.R   c4!   B   a3!? [The   piece   sacrifice   is   already   Black's   best   practical

chance.]

[46...B c5? 47.Q c1+–; 46...c5 47.Q x b3±]

47.b x a3 [Declining the offer also deserved attention: 47.Q b1!? 

47...B b4 48.g3 R b8 49.K g2 B c5 50.Q c1 B b6 51.R c3?]

47...b2 48.Q b1 R b3™ [48...Q x a3?! 49.N d2 c6 50.K f1± and Black has

no way to increase the pressure, while White can gradual y improve his

position.]

49.R c2 [

49.N d2 R x d3 

50.Q x b2 

 (50.N f1 R d1 

 51.Q x b2 R x f1+ 

 52.K h2 Q f8 

 53.Q x e5 Q x f2 

 54.Q x e6+ K h7 

 55.Q f5+ Q x f5 

 56.e x f5 R x f5 

 57.R x c7 R f4=)  50...R x d2 51.Q c3 Q d3!?=]

49...Q x d3 

50.N d2™ R b6™ [Forced, the rook must go to a protected square.]

51.K h2 

[51.R x b2 Q x d2 

52.R x b6 

(52.R x d2 R x b1+ 

53.K h2 R c1=  (53...R b3=) ) 52...c x b6 

53.Q x b6 K h7 

54.K h2 Q f4+ 

55.g3 Q f3² 

56.Q e3 Q x  e3 

57.f x e3 K g6 

58.K g2 K f7=]

51...K h7 [Black has ho way to increase his pressure and can only wait.]

[51...Q x a3 

52.R x c7 Q x a4 

53.Q d3± /+–; 51...c5? 

52.R x b2+–]

52.R x b2 

[52.f4 K h8!?  (52...e x f4 53.e5 

 53...K h8 

 54.R x c7)

   53.f x e5 K h7° and White stil  has no obvious way to untangle.]

52...Q x d2 

53. R x d2!? [The resulting rook endgame with Black's numerous isolated

pawns gives White more winning chances than the queen endgame.]

[53.R x b6 c x b6 

54.Q x b6 - 51.?x b6]

53...R x b1 

54. R c 2 K g6!? [Black wil  lose material, so he tries to save at least one of

his central pawns.]

[54...R b3 

55.R x c7 R x a3 

 (55...K g6 

 56.R c5 K f6 

 57.R x a5 R x a3 

 58.R a 8+–  should be winning for White - he wil  advance his passed pawn

to a7, activate his king and attack Black's vulnerable e-pawns.  )   56.R c5

 (56.R e7 R x a4 57.f3 R c4 58.R x e6 R c5²) 

56...R x a4 

57.R x e5 K g6 

58.R x e6+ K f7 

59.R e5± K f6 

60.R f5+ K e6 

61.f3]

55.R x c7 R d1!? [55...R b3 56.R c5 - see the previous note with 54...?b3.]

56.R c5 R d4 

57.R x e5 

[57.f3? R x a 4 

58.R x e5 K f6=; 

57.R x a5 R x e4²]

57...K f6 

58.R x a5  

59.R a8 [The rook remains in front of its own passed pawn.]

[The attempt to protect it from the side also doesn't guarantee a win: 59.R

c5 R x a4 60.R c3 R d4!? 61.R c2 R a4 62.R a2?! e5² /?; 59.K g3 R c4

 (59...R e2 60.R b5 R c2 61.a5 R c3+ 62.K f4 R x a3 63.K e4 R a2 64.K d4 R

 x f2 65.K c5±  /+– )  60.K f3 (60.R b5 R c3+²   (60...R x a4 61.R b3 R d4²)  )

60...R c3+ 61.K e4 R x a3 62.R a8 K f7 transposes to the game position.]

59...K f7 60.K g3 R c4 61.K f3 R c3+ 62.K e4 R x a3 63.a5 R a2 64.a6?! 

[White wil  have to sacrifice kingside pawns to achieve progress, but the text

move is premature.]

[¹64.K e3!± 

64...R a3+ 65.K d4 R a2 66.a6 R x f2 67.R b8 R a2 68.R b7+ K f6 69.a7

e5+ 70.K d5± /+– and in comparison with the game continuation, White's

active king considerably increases his winning chances.]

64...R x f2 65.R c8 [65.a7 R a2= is a wel -known draw even without the e6–

pawn - White's rook is immobile and his king can't hide next to the passed

pawn.]

65...R a2 66.R c7+ K f6 67.a7 R a4+ 68.K d3 e5„ [Aronian has managed to

push   back   White's   king.   Black's   passed   pawn   now   gives   him   sufficient

counterplay and his tenacious defence earns him a draw.]

69.K c3 e4 70.K b3 R a1 71.K c4 e3 72.K d3™ R a3+ 73.K e2 h5 74.h4 g6

[74...g5 75.hxg5+ Kxg5 76.R e7 h4=]

75.K f3 K e6 76.R g7 K f6 77.R b7 K e6 78.R g7 [78.R g7 K f6=]

½–½

 (10) Topalov,Veselin (2785) - Aronian,Levon (2830) [C88]

FIDE Candidates K hanty-Mansiysk (3), 15.03.2014

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.a4 [Topalov chooses another way to avoid the Marshal l counterattack.]

8...b4 9.d4 d6 10.dxe5 dxe5 [Aronian has a lot of experience in this line.]

11.NB d2 [The exchange of queens woudn't real y suit Topalov's aggressive

style.]

[11.Q x d8 R x d8 12.NB d2 h6 (12...B d6 13.a5 h6 14.B c4 K f8 15.b3 K

e7?!  ( After  15...B b7  Black is only slightly worse.  )  16.B d5! N xd5 17.exd5 N

a7 18.N xe5± 1–0 (34) Karjakin,S (2721)-Aronian,L (2754) Nalchik 2009)

13.a5 B c5 14.B c4 N g4 15.R e2 B e6 16.b x e6 fxe6 17.h3 N f6 18.R e1 R

a b8 19.N c4 R b5 20.b3 B d4= 1–0 (70) Carlsen,M (2862)-Aronian,L (2813)

Saint Louis 2013; 11.B g5 Q x d1 12.R x d1 N x e4 13.b x e7 N xe7 14.N xe5

N   c5   15.N   d2   N   xb3?!  (15...B   f5   followed   by   R   a8–d8   looks   like   an

improvement for Black.  )  16.N xb3 f6 17.N d7 R e8 18.N a5 N f5 19.N c5 N

d6 20.N d3 R b8 21.N c6 R b6 22.Ncxb4± 0–1 (58) Giri,A (2732)-Aronian,L

(2801) Antalya 2013]

11...B c5 12.h3 B b7 13.Q e2 [This position is rather typical. Objectively, it

should be equal. However, if Black makes a few inncuous moves, he may

find himself under pressure. White's idea is to play ?d2–c4, attacking the ? 

e5 and bringing the knight to e3 and d5 or f5, according to circumstances.]

13...N d4 [13...Q e7 14.N c4 a5 fol owed by ?b7–a6 at some point should be

playable as wel .]

14.N   xd4   b   x   d4   15.B   c4N  [15.Q   f3   K   h8   ½–½   (15)   Jansa,V   (2485)-

Razuvaev,Y (2525) Kolkata 1986; 15.a5!? is another option, typical y fixing

the ?a6 as a potential weakness.]

15...a5 16.B d3 N d7?! [This is a dubious manoeuvre.]

[16...Q e7 17.N f3 c5!„ is a slightly strange idea to lock in his own bishop in

the centre. But, I don't see how White can trap it.]

17.N f3 N c5  [17...B b6 18.B g5 f6 19.B e3² The light squares in Black's

camp are seriously weakened.]

18.N xd4 exd4 19.B f4 R e8 20.Q h5 Q e7  [20...N x e4?! was definitely

risky. 21.f3 g6  (21...N f6 22.Q c5 N d5 23.R x e8+ Q x e8 24.B g3±)  22.Q h6

N f6 23.Q h4 N d5 24.B g5 Q d6 25.Q x d4 c5 26.Q h4±]

21.B b5 [Provoking the move that now follows, closing the long diagonal for

Black's bishop.]

21...c6 22.B c4 B a6  [22...g6 was also possible, but the weakness of the

dark squares near the king may become apparent after 23.Q f3 B a6 24.B

a2 N e6 25.b x e6 Q x e6 26.B g5?]

23.B d6! Q x d6 24.b x f7+ K f8 25.e5 Q d7 26.e6 N xe6 27.b x e8 R x e8

28.Q x h7?! [It was a tough dilemma for Topalov, which pawn to take. From

a   human   point   of   view   it's   really   tempting   to   grab   the   one   near   the

opponent's king. However, objectively the other capture offered White more

chances for a win.]

[28.Q x a5 B b7 29.Q x b4+ c5 30.Q b6 I can understand why Veselin didn't

go for this position. It looks as if Black has good attacking chances on the

long   diagonal.   The   concrete   variations,   however,   are   in   White's   favour. 

30...Q d5  (30...B c6 31.a5 Q d5 32.f3 N f4 33.R x e8+ b x e8 34.K h1! Q g5

 35.Q d6+ K f7 36.R g1±)  31.f3 B c6 32.b4 c4 33.a5 d3 34.cxd3 cxd3 35.R a

d1 K f7 36.a6 d2 37.R e2 Q b5 38.Q x b5 b x b5 39.Rexd2 b x a6 40.R d6

White's rook plus two pawns are superior to Black's two minor pieces.]

28...Q d5 29.f4! d3! [Both players are playing the best moves, and this

exciting position is heading into a forced draw.]

30.f5 d2 31.Q h8+ K f7 [31...K e7!? is very non-human, but also leads to a

draw after 32.Q h4+ g5! 33.Q x g5+ K d7 34.R x e6! d1Q+ 35.R x d1 Q x

d1+ 36.K h2 R x e6 37.fxe6+ Kxe6 38.Q g6+ K d7 39.Q f5+! K d6 40.Q x a5

Q x c2 41.Q x b4+=]

32.Q h5+ [Neither side can avoid the perpetual check.]

32...K f8 33.Q h8+ K f7 34.Q h5+ K f8 35.Q h8+

½–½

 (11) Anand,Viswanathan (2785) - Kasimdzhanov,Rustam (2670) [C88]

Leon 18th Leon (2.4), 12.06.2005

 [Erenburg,S]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.h3 B b7 9.d3 d6 10.a3  [Nowadays this is a very fashionable line, as

White faces some problems to get an advantage in Marshall lines...]

10...N a5  [Black attacks White's bishop, thus, making possible the c7–c5

advance.]

11.B   a2   c5   12.NB   d2  [White   has   two   options   for   development   of   the

queenside knight... Another one is:]

[12.N c3 N c6 13.N h2 N d4 14.N g4 N xg4 15.hxg4 B g5= 0–1 Leko,P-

Grischuk,A/Cap d'Agde 2003/CBM 098/[Atlas,V] (36)]

12...N c6 [Immediate transfer of the light-squared bishop to e6 is possible as

well: 12...B c8 13.c3 B e6 14.b x e6 fxe6 15.b4 cxb4 16.a x b4 N c6 17.Q b3

Q d7 18.B b2 h6 19.R a2 Rfb8 20.R e a1² 0–1 Leko,P-Anand,V/Dortmund

2004/CBM 103/[Marin,M] (83)]

13.N f1 [transfering the knight either to e3 or to g3.]

[White hasn't achieved anything special after 13.c3 Q d7 14.N f1 d5 15.B g5

dxe4 16.dxe4 c4 17.N e3 R f d8 18.N f5 Q e6 19.Q e2 B f8 20.B b1 h6 ½–½

Kramnik,V-Leko,P/Brissago SUI 2004/The Week in Chess 517 (20)]

13...B c8 [transfering the bishop to e6.]

14.B g5N  [This logical move is a novelty. White's idea is to exchange his

bishop for one of Black's light pieces. In this pawn structure White's dark-

squared bishop is usual y not so active...According to my database, this

position appeared for the first time. In the previous games White tried the

following continuations:]

[14.a4N B e6 15.b x e6 fxe6 16.c3 Q d7 17.N g3 h6 18.B d2 Rfb8= 0–1

Gdanski,J-Naiditsch,A/Warsaw 2005/CBM 108_01/[Erenburg] (49); 14.N e3

B e6 15.B d5 R c8 16.c3 b x d5 17.exd5 N b8 18.a4 Q d7 19.a x b5 a x b5

20.c4²   1–0   Sutovsky,E-Beliavsky,A/15th   European   Team   Championship

2005 -   2005 (50); 14.c3 B e6 15.b x e6 fxe6 16.N g3 N d7 17.B e3 d5

18.exd5 exd5 19.a4 R b8 20.a x b5 a x b5 21.b3 R a8 ½–½ Kasparov,G-

Topalov,V/Linares ESP 2005/The Week in Chess 539 (21)]

14...N e8 [Deserves attention: 14...B e6 15.b x f6  (15.N e3)  15...b x f6 16.N

e3÷]

15.b x e7 N xe7 16.N e3 N f6 [Worth consideration. 16...B e6!? 17.b x e6

fxe6 ?18.N g5 Q c8 19.Q g4 h6 20.Q x e6+?  (20.N xe6? h5µ)  20...Q x e6

21.N xe6 R f6µ]

17.c3 [preparing the breakthrough in the centre.]

17...Q c7 [17...B e6 18.b x e6 fxe6 19.Q b3 Q d7= 20.N g5?! d5³]

18.N h2 [transfering the knight to g4.]

18...B e6 19.Nhg4 [White wants to force Black to take on g4. Then he wil

be able to move the pawn from "h" to "g" file thus getting an open "h" file, as

well as outpost f5.]

19...N d7 [Worth consideration: 19...N xg4 20.hxg4 R a d8÷]

20.Q f3  [Black chooses the most principle way to limit the possibilities of

White's light-squared bishop.]

20...c4 [Interesting alternative is 20...a5!?]

21.N f5 b x f5?! [In my opinion, Black shouldn't have exchanged the light-

squared bishop... Now White has some chances to take control over the

light squares.]

[21...Rfe8!? is possible as well.]

22.exf5 f6 [preventing White's f5–f6 strike.]

[Interesting is 22...d5 23.f6 N x f6 24.N x f6+ gxf6 25.Q x f6 N g6 26.dxc4 b x

c4 27.R a d1 R f d8 28.B b1 e4 29.f3÷]

23.a4? [Now Black faces some problems, because of the weaknesses of

light squares.]

23...d5 24.N e3 Q c6 [trying to cover the light squares.]

[In case of 24...Q c5 White gets advantage after 25.dxc4   (25.R e d1!?²)

25...b x c4 26.b3   (26.b4 Q c6 27.R a d1 e4 28.N xd5 N xd5 29.Q x e4°)

26...R a c8 27.b x c4 d4 28.N d5 N c6 29.N b4!±]

25.dxc4 dxc4 [25...b x c4 isn't better, than the move in the game: 26.R e d1

N b6  (26...e4 27.N xd5! N xd5 28.Q x e4 N7b6 29.a5 Rfe8 30.Q f3±)  27.a5

N a4  (27...e4 28.Q e2+–)  28.b x c4±]

26.Q x c6 N xc6 27.b4! [covering the c5 square.]

[27.b3? N c5! 28.a x b5 a x b5 29.b x c4 b4„]

27...N b6 [Black doesn't equalize after the following continuations as well:]

[27...R f d8 28.B b1 R a c8 29.B e4±; 27...cxb3 28.b x b3+ K h8 29.B d5 R a

c8 30.a x b5 a x b5 31.R e b1±]

28.a5 N d7 [28...N a4 29.b x c4++–; 28...N c8 seems a little bit strange, but

there isn't a clear way to get an obvious advantage for White. 29.R a d1 R

d8 30.R x d8+ N xd8 31.R d1 N f7 32.B b1  (32.R d7 R a7 33.R x a7 N xa7

 34.N xc4 b x c4 35.b x c4 K f8 36.b x a6 N d6²)  32...Ncd6 33.N d5 R a7²]

29.R a d1 R a d8? [allowing white to get a winning position.]

[Black should have played 29...R f d8 , keeping the a6 pawn protected. 30.R

d6  (30.B b1 R a c8 31.B e4 Ndb8²)  30...Ndb8 31.R x d8+ N xd8 32.B b1 R

a7²]

30.N xc4! [geting three pawns for the knight.]

30...b x c4 31.b x c4+ K h8 32.b x a6+– [White has three passed pawns on

the queenside, that are supported by rooks and bishop... Black isn't able to

stop them without material loses...]

32...N e7 [Loses as wel : 32...Ndb8 33.B b7 N a7 34.a6 NB c6 35.b x c6 N

xc6 36.b5 N a5 37.R x d8 R x d8 38.b6 N c6 39.R a1 K g8 40.a7+–]

33.B b7 N xf5 34.g4 N e7 [34...N h4 35.R d6 N b8 36.R e d1+–]

35.c4 N b8 36.a6 NB c6  [36...Nec6 doesn't change anything: 37.R x d8

 (37.b5 N d4)  37...R x d8 38.b5 N a7 39.b6+–]

37.R x d8 R x d8 [37...N xd8 38.B g2+–]

38.b5 N a5 39.R a1 [Black resigned in view of the following variation:]

[39.R a1 N b3 40.R a2 N c5 41.B g2 e4 42.a7 R a8 43.b6+–; 39.c5+– wins

as well.]

1–0

 (12) Anand,Viswanathan (2781) - Adams,Michael (2716) [C89]

Dos Hermanas 10th Dos Hermanas (2), 07.04.1999

 [Blatny,P]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.c3 d5 9.exd5 N xd5 10.N xe5 N xe5 11.R x e5 c6 12.R e1 B d6 13.d3

Q h4 [13...B f5!? 14.N d2  (14.b x d5 cxd5 15.N d2 b x d3÷)  14...N f4  ½–½

Smirin,I-Adams,M/Tilburg 1992 (20)]

14.g3 Q h3 15.R e4 Q f5 [15...Q d7 16.N d2 B b7 17.R e1 c5 18.N e4 B e7

19.a4 b4 20.B g5 b x g5 21.N xg5 h6  (21...b x c3 22.b x c3 R a d8 23.N e4²

? Polgar,J-Adams,M/Tilburg 1997 )  22.N e4 R a c8 23.Q h5 f5 24.B c4 K h8

25.N d2 N f6 26.Q e2 Rce8 27.Q f1 Q c6 28.f3 N g4! 29.R x e8 R x e8 30.R

e1 N e3? Leko,P - Bennedik/Frankfurt 1998; 15...N f6 16.R h4 Q f5 17.B c2

(17.N   d2   g5   18.R   h6   (18.R   d4!?  Ivanchuk-Timman/Wijk   aan   Zee/1999 )

18...N g4 19.N e4 N x h6 20.N xd6 Q g6 21.N e4 Svidler-Adams,M/Elista ol

1998) 17...Q g6 18.N d2  (18.d4 B f5 19.b x f5 Q x f5°)  18...B g4 19.N f3 Rfe8

20.K g2 N d5 21.d4 B f5 22.b x f5 Q x f5 23.B d2 N f6 24.B f4 B f8 25.B d2 B

d6= Leko,P-Adams,M/Madrid 1998]

16.N d2 Q g6 17.R e1 f5 [17...B g4!? 18.f3 B f5±; 17...B c7 18.N f3 B g4

19.N h4 Q h5 20.f3 B h3 21.Q e2²]

18.a4  [18.c4   f4   19.N   e4   fxg3   20.fxg3   B   g4   21.Q   c2   b   x  c4   22.Q   x  c4

 (22.dxc4 B b4 23.B d2 N f4 24.b x f4 b x e1 25.R x e1 B f5 26.Q g2 Rfe8

 27.B   c2   R   e6   28.g4   1–0   Smagin,S-Hebden,M/Moscow   1986/MCL   (37) )

22...B   c7   23.Q   c2   K   h8   24.b   x   d5   cxd5   25.N   f2   ½–½   Hel ers,F-

Wahls,M/Adelaide 1988/TD (30); 18.f4 b x f4  (18...K h8 19.b x d5 cxd5 20.Q

 f3   B   d7   21.N   b3   d4  ½–½   Popovic,P-Pavlovic,M/Belgrade   1992/CBM  31

(30) )   19.Q f3   (19.N f3 B c7 20.N e5 b x e5 21.R x e5 B e6 22.c4  ½–½

Milos,G-Sanz Alonso,F/Elgoibar 1993/EXT 99 (44) )   19...b x d2   (19...B b8

 20.b x d5+ cxd5 21.N f1 R a7 22.B f4 b x f4 23.Q x f4 d4 24.cxd4 R d7 25.R

 e5 ½–½ Fogarasi,T-Lukacs,P/Budapest 1994/CBM 43 ext (25) )  20.b x d5+

cxd5 21.Q x d5+ K h8 22.b x d2 R a7 1–0 Koch,J-Blatny,P/Haifa 1989/EU-

chT (36); 18.N f3 f4 19.N e5 b x e5 20.R x e5 fxg3 21.hxg3 B g4 22.Q e1 B

f3! 23.B d2 R a e8 24.a4? h6! 25.B d1 R x e5 26.Q x e5 b x d1 27.R x d1 Q

x  d3   28.Q   d4   Q   f3   29.B   e1??   N   e3!–+   0–1   Leko,P-Svidler,P/Dortmund

1998/CBM 66/[Lukacs] (35); 18.N e4? fxe4 19.dxe4 B g4 20.Q d4 Q h5! 

21.exd5 c5!–+]

18...R b8 [18...f4 19.N e4]

19.a x b5 a x b5 20.N f3  [20.c4 f4 21.cxd5 fxg3 22.fxg3 b x g3 23.K h1

 (23.hxg3?! Q x g3+ 24.K h1 Q h3+=)  23...b x e1 24.Q x e1²]

20...f4 21.N e5 b x e5 22.R x e5 fxg3 23.fxg3 B g4 24.Q e1 [24.Q c2 B f5

25.b x d5+ cxd5±]

24...B h3 25.B e3 [25.R a6 K h8 26.b x d5 R f1+ 27.Q x f1 b x f1 28.R x c6„]

25...R f1+ 26.Q x f1 b x f1 27.R x f1 R f8 [27...Q x d3 28.B c5=]

28.R x f8+

½–½

 (13) Fischer,Robert James (2780) - Gligoric,Svetozar (2450) [C92]

Sveti Stefan Training m1 Sveti Stefan, 1992

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 d6

8.c3 0–0 9.h3 B b7 10.d4 R e8 11.N g5 R f8 12.N f3 R e8 13.NB d2 B f8

14.d5 N b8 15.N f1 NB d7 16.N g3 [16.N3h2 N c5]

16...h6 17.N f5 N c5 [17...K h7]

18.B c2 c6 19.b4 N a4! 20.b x a4 b x a4 21.c4 cxd5 22.exd5N [22.cxd5 Q

d7 23.N h2 K h7 24.Q f3 N g8 25.B d2 R a c8 26.R a c1 R x c1 27.R x c1 R

c8 28.N e3 R x c1+ 29.b x c1 g6 30.B d2 K g7 31.Nhf1 Q b5 32.Q d1 Q d3

33.f3 Q b5 34.Q c2 a5 35.b x a5 B a6 36.Q c6 Q e2 37.Q x a4 B e7 38.Q d1

Q d3 39.Q c2 Q e2 40.B b4 Q b5 41.Q c6 Q x b4 42.Q x a6 B d8 43.N c4 B

g5 44.Q c6 N e7 45.Q c7 Q a4 46.N xd6 Q d4+ 47.K h1 Q d1 48.Q c4 Q e1

49.a6 Q f2 50.a4 N g8 51.N e8+ K  f8 Wang,Z (2310)-Shvidler,E (2430)

Thessaloniki 1988 1–0]

22...B c8 23.N e3 B d7 24.N d2 Q b6 25.B a3 Q d4 26.R c1 Q d3 27.B b2

R a c8 28.R c3 Q g6 29.Q c2 Q x c2 30.N xc2 N h5 31.h4 f5 32.g3 N f6

33.N e3 g5 34.N xf5 b x f5 35.R f3 N xd5 36.R x f5 N xb4 37.hxg5 N d3

38.R b1 R b8 39.B a3 R x b1+ 40.N xb1 hxg5 41.R x g5+ K f7 42.N c3 B

e7 43.R g4 R c8 44.K f1 N c5 45.K e2 N d7 46.K d3 N f6 47.R h4 R g8

48.c5! dxc5 49.R x a4 R a8 50.B c1 [50.K c4 N d7 51.N d5²]

50...R d8+ 51.K e2 R d6 52.B e3 R c6 53.K d3 K e6 54.R h4 R b6 55.R h6

K f7 56.R h8 R b2 57.R a8 e4+ 58.N x e4 R x a2 59.N xc5 N g4 60.N e4 R

a3+ 61.K e2 N xe3 62.fxe3 R a1 63.R a7 K e6 64.g4 B b4 65.R b7 a5 66.R

b5 B e7 67.N g3 a4 68.N f5 B f6 69.R b6+ K f7 70.N h6+ K g7 71.N f5+ K

f7 72.N d6+ K e7 73.N e4 B e5 74.R b5 B h8 75.R b7+ K e6 76.R a7 K d5

77.N d2 B c3 78.K d3 b x d2 79.Kxd2 K e4

½–½

 (14) So,Wesley (2778) - Duda,Jan Krzysztof (2610) [C95]

FRA-chT Top 12 Montpel ier (1.1), 30.05.2015

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.c3 d6 9.h3 N b8 10.d4 NB d7 11.NB d2 B b7 12.B c2 R e8 13.a4 B f8

14.B d3 c6 15.Q c2 Q c7 16.b3 g6 17.B b2 N h5 [17...R a c8 18.R a d1 N

h5 19.Q b1 b x a4 20.b x a4 exd4 21.cxd4 d5 22.R c1 N f4 23.B f1 Q b8

24.g3 N e6 25.h4 B g7 26.B h3 c5 27.dxc5 b x b2 28.Q x b2 Ndxc5 29.N e5

R e d8 30.b x e6 N xe6 31.R x c8 Q x c8 32.R c1 Q a8 33.exd5 b x d5 34.N

g4 B h1 35.N f6+ K f8 36.N xh7+ K g8 37.N f6+ K f8 38.f3 b x f3 39.Q a3+ K

g7 40.N xf3 Kxf6 41.Q b2+ K e7 42.N e5 N d4 43.R f1 f5 44.R e1 Q d5 45.Q

b6 R d6 46.Q c7+ K f8 47.N xg6+ Naiditsch,A (2705)-Ponomariov,R (2723)

Dortmund 2014 1–0]

18.B f1 R a c8 [18...N f4 19.g3 N e6 20.h4]

19.g3 N g7 20.R a d1 N e6 21.h4 B g7 22.a x b5 [22.h5]

22...a x b5 23.b4 d5 24.h5 exd4 25.cxd4 N b6 26.hxg6 hxg6 27.e5 Q e7

28.B c3 R a8 29.N b3 B c8 30.R a1 B d7 31.B d3 N g5 32.N xg5 Q x g5

33.N c5 B g4 34.R x a8 R x a8 35.e6 B f6 36.B e2 B f5 37.B d3 B g4 38.B

e2 B f5 39.B d3 B g4

½–½

 (15) Caruana,Fabiano (2773) - Georgiev,Vladimir (2566) [C88]

Istanbul ol (Men) 40th Istanbul (7.1), 04.09.2012

 [Erenburg,S]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 b5 6.B b3 B b7 7.d3 [The

main idea of this move, as compared to the plan with 7.?e1 with fol owing

d2–d4, is that White is limiting Black's light squared bishop.]

7...B e7 [The less common continuation nowadays is 7...B c5 . In this case, 

White has the resource of ?g5, which creates an unpleasant pin for Black. 

One of the model games in this line is Carlsen's victory against Beliavsky

from 2006: 8.N c3 d6 9.a4 N a5 10.B a2 b4 11.N e2 B c8 12.c3 b x c3 13.b x

c3 B b6 14.N g3 B e6  (¹14...h6²)  15.d4 b x a2 16.R x a2 0–0 17.B g5 exd4

 (17...h6 18.B h4 g5 19.N xg5+–)   18.N h5 dxc3 19.N h4 K h8 20.N f5 1–0

Carlsen,M (2625)-Beliavsky,A (2626)/Wijk aan Zee 2006/CBM 111]

8.a4 [Creating some tension on the queenside and preparing the shelter for

the light-squared bishop.]

8...0–0   9.R   e1  [Preventing   the   d7–d5   breakthrough   in   the   centre   and

preparing the f1–square for the queenside knight.]

9...d6 10.NB d2 N a5 11.B a2 c5 12.N f1  [White brings the knight to e3

without wasting time on c2–c3.]

[Earlier   this   year,   Caruana   played   12.c3   ,   but   apparently   was   not   very

satisfied with what he got: 12...Q c7 13.N f1 c4 14.N g3 Rfe8 15.N f5 B f8

16.B g5 N d7 17.N d2 N c5 18.dxc4 N xc4 19.b x c4 b x c4 20.R e3 R e6

21.Q   e2   d5   22.exd5   b  x d5  23.R   g3   R   g6   24.h4   N   e6  25.R   e1  N  xg5

 (¹25...f6!)   26.hxg5= 0–1 Caruana,F (2770)-Tomashevsky,E (2738)/Moscow

2012/CB23_2012 (32)]

12...b4  [With the clear intention to shut in White's bishop by b4–b3. The

other way to accomplish the same idea is by pushing the c-pawn. Perhaps

not right away though...]

[GM Tomashevsky, who is one of the experts in this variation for Black, has

previously   played   12...R   e8   13.N   e3   h6   14.B   d2   c4   There   we   go!   But

Grischuk brings his other knight to d2 to destroy Black's pawn construction. 

15.B c3! B f8 16.h3 Q b6 17.N d2 cxd3 18.cxd3 N c6   (18...b4 19.Ndc4 N

 xc4   20.N   xc4²)   19.Q   b3   R   e7   20.R   e   c1²   1–0   Grischuk,A   (2736)-

Tomashevsky,E (2708)/Moscow 2009/CBM 134 (75)]

13.N e3 [The point of White's opening strategy has become clear. White's

light-squared bishop has no chal enge from its counterpart, which is blocked

by White's strong centre.]

13...b3?! [Perhaps it was a better idea to bring the bishop to e6 with 13...B

c8 ? 14.N d2  (14.B d2!?)  14...R b8 15.Ndc4 N c6 16.B d2 B e6 17.a5 R b5

18.B b3 N xa5 19.N xa5 R x a5 20.b x e6 fxe6 21.N c4= R x a1 22.Q x a1 Q

c8 23.Q a2 Q c6 24.N a5 Q d7 25.N c4 Q c6 26.N a5 Q d7 27.N c4 ½–½

Milos,G (2633)-Adams,M (2755)/Istanbul 2000/EXT 2001]

14.b x b3! [Here is the problem with Black's 13th move! White does not

keep his bishop, but rather, makes sure that the b-file is closed and White

gets the excellent c4–outpost for his knight.]

[Black did fine after 14.cxb3 N c6 15.B d2 a5 16.b4 a x b4 17.N f5 B c8

18.N3h4   B   e6=   0–1   Horvath,A   (2413)-Ivanovic,Z   (2334)/ICCF   email

2005/Corr 2008 (57)]

14...N xb3 15.cxb3 B c8N [Obviously, Black's bishop should be placed on

e6.]

[In the preceding game, Black tried 15...R e8 16.N c4 N d7 17.B d2 a5 18.B

c3 N b8 19.N fd2 B g5 20.N e3 N c6 21.Ndc4 B c8 22.N d5² ½–½ Sjol,H

(2244)-Taksrud,V (2157)/ICCF email 2008/Corr 2011 (33)]

16.N c4 R b8 17.B d2 B e6 18.h3 Q c8?! [The c8–square was meant to be

for the kingside rook.]

[It made more sense to play 18...Q d7 19.R c1 Rfc8²]

19.R  c1  Q   b7  20.b4  cxb4?! [By  closing  the   b-file   and  al owing   White's

pieces   to   occupy  active   positions,   Black   gives   up   on   his   last   hopes   for

counterplay.]

[He was better off keeping the b-file open: 20...N d7 21.N a5 Q a8 22.b x c5


N xc5 23.B e3 Rfc8±]

21.N a5 Q d7 22.d4± [Now al  White's forces get the ideal spots and Black

can not maintain the material balance any more.]

22...exd4 23.N c6 RB c8 24.N fxd4 d5?? [A blunder, though not an obvious

one.]

[The least of the evils was 24...Rfe8 25.b x b4 B f8± /+–]

25.B g5!+– [Now it's over. Black is going to lose too much material.]

25...h6 [25...dxe4 26.N f5! b x f5 27.Q x d7+–; 25...B d8 26.e5+–]

26.exd5 N xd5 27.b x e7 [A model game by GM Caruana.]

[27.b x e7 N xe7 28.N xe6+–]

1–0

 (16) Anand,Viswanathan (2772) - Caruana,Fabiano (2781) [C84]

Tata Steel-A 75th Wijk aan Zee (3), 14.01.2013

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.d3  [A common

approach nowadays. This way White avoids the Marshall attack and other

variations which have been analysed until the endgame.]

6...b5 7.B b3 d6 8.a3 [White wants to keep his bishop on the important a2–

g8 diagonal. ]

[8.a4 is more common. I have had myself several games here as Black, 

where I played either 8...b4 or 8...?d7.]

8...0–0  9.NB  d2  R   e8N  [This   move  hadn't   appeared  beforehand  but,  of

course, it is a standard one in these Ruy Lopez positions. However, I find it

as   an   inaccuracy.   White   hasn't   played   c2–c3   fol owed   by   d3–d4   yet, 

therefore the ?e4 is not a target so far. This means that Black's rook might

be   not   very  useful   on   e8.   Instead,   I   prefer   the   plan   adopted   by  Levon

Aronian.]

[9...N   a5   10.B   a2   c5   White   can't   real y   make   use   of   the   d5–square. 

Meanwhile, Black seizes some space. 11.R e1 N c6 12.N f1 B e6 13.b x e6

fxe6 14.c3 Q d7= ½–½ (24) Anand,V (2792)-Aronian,L (2750) Mainz 2007; 

9...h6 10.R e1 B e6 11.b x e6 fxe6 12.c3 Q e8 13.d4 N h5 14.dxe5 N xe5

15.N xe5 dxe5 16.N f3 B d6 17.b4 a5 18.B e3 N f6 19.N d2² ½–½ (93)

Balogh,C (2641)-Ragger,M (2655) Austria 2013]

10.R e1 B f8 11.N f1 [The knight is heading to the d5–square.]

11...h6 [Covering the g5–square.]

12.N e3 B e6 13.b x e6 R x e6 [13...fxe6 is possible, but then the rook is

rather pointless on e8. In such case it should be on f8, at least on the

opened f-file, like in the above-mentioned game Balogh-Ragger.]

14.N d5 R e8 [Black has neutralised the dangerous bishop, but he has lost a

couple of tempi.]

15.c4 N b8 [In Breyer style.]

[15...N d4!? was an interesting alternative. In general, simplifications help

Black to equalise. 16.B e3  (16.N xd4 exd4=  The pawn on d4 is not weak at

all.  )  16...N xf3+ 17.Q x f3 R e6 18.R a c1 c6 and White has only a minimal

advantage at best.]

16.B d2 N xd5 17.cxd5 c6 18.Q b3 [18.R c1 cxd5 19.exd5 N d7 The c6–

square gives White nothing special. 20.R c6 N b8 21.R c3 N d7=]

18...cxd5 [18...c5!? was an option, getting a different type of structure. 19.a4

 (19.Q c2 N d7 20.b4 R c8)   19...b4 20.a5 N d7 21.B e3 f5 In both cases

White should be slightly better, but the position is ful  of strategical nuances.]

19.Q x d5 N d7 20.R a c1 Q b8 21.R c3?! [21.R c6 N b6 22.Q b3 Q b7 23.R

e c1 R a c8 24.Q c2 R x c6 25.Q x c6 Q b8 26.Q c7 Q x c7 27.R x c7 R c8

28.R   a7   N   a4   29.b4   R   c2   30.R   x  a6   R   a2=;   21.B   a5!   would   be   more

troublesome for Black, eyeing the c7–square. 21...N f6 22.Q b3 R c8 23.R

c3 Q a7  (23...Q b7 24.R e c1²)  24.R e c1²]

21...N f6 22.Q b3 Q b7 23.R e c1 R a c8 24.h3 R x c3 25.Q x c3 d5 [Black

has achieved this favourable advance and is very close to equalising.]

26.N xe5 dxe4 27.d4 Q d5 28.B e3 [White stil  has chances thanks to his

control over the c-file.]

28...B d6 29.N g4 R e6 30.N x f6+ R x f6 31.K h1!? [I guess this move

puzzled   Caruana   a   bit.   Now  there   is   the   threat   of   32.?c6,   which   wasn't

possible before, in view of ?d6–h2+.]

31...B e7 [It was more logical to offer the exchange of bishops straight away, 

but the move in the text is not bad either.]

[31...B f4 32.b x f4 R x f4 33.Q e3 g5 34.R c5 Q a2 35.R c8+ K g7 36.Q c3 R

x f2 37.d5+ R f6 38.R c6 Q b1+ 39.K h2 Q f1 40.d6 Q f4+=]

32.Q c7 R e6 33.Q b8+ K h7 34.R c8 B d6? [Only this is the decisive

mistake. It was necessary to swap bishops.]

[34...B g5 35.R h8+ K g6 White doesn't have more than equality here, for

example: 36.Q f8 b x e3 37.fxe3 Q g5 38.R g8 K h7 39.R h8+ K g6=]

35.R h8+ K g6 36.Q g8 [Now Black's position col apses.]

36...K f6 37.R h7 K e7 38.Q x g7 Q h5 39.B g5+! [The bishop delivers the

final blow.]

39...K d7 [39...Q x g5 40.Q x f7+ K d8 41.Q d7#]

40.Q x f7+ Q x f7 41.R x f7+ [After 41.R x f7+ K e8 42.R f6 R x f6 43.b x f6

two extra pawns are easily enough for a win.]

1–0

 (17) Anand,Viswanathan (2770) - Aronian,Levon (2830) [C88]

FIDE Candidates K hanty-Mansiysk (1), 13.03.2014

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.h3 [This is one of the ways to avoid the Marshal .]

8...B b7 9.d3 d5 [Stil , if Black insists on sacrificing the pawn, he can do just

that.]

10.exd5 N xd5 11.NB d2 [Anand repeats the move he employed last year

against Caruana.]

[After 11.N xe5 Black has a choice between 11...N xe5  ( or  11...N d4)  12.R x

e5 Q d6 In both cases he has adequate compensation.; 11.c3 has appeared

numerous times as well, but Black has achieved fine results after 11...Q d7]

11...Q d7N [Levon immediately comes up with a novelty. ]

[11...f6 12.c3  (12.c4 b x c4 13.N xc4 B b4 14.B d2 K h8 15.d4 exd4 16.b x

 b4 Ndxb4 17.a3 N d5 18.N xd4 N f4 19.N xc6 b x c6 20.Q x d8 Rfxd8= ½–½

(50)   Dominguez   Perez,L  (2726)-Kasimdzhanov,R   (2696)   Tashkent   2012 )

12...K h8 13.B c2  (13.d4 exd4 14.cxd4  is worthy to be checked in practice. 

The isolated pawn is a drawback, but White wil  have some dynamic play

exploting some weak spots in Black's camp.  )  13...Q d7 14.N b3 a5 15.a4 b x

a4 16.R x a4 Ncb4 17.R x a5 N xc2 18.Q x c2 N b6 19.R x a8 R x a8° 0–1

(47) Anand,V (2786)-Caruana,F (2774) Moscow 2013; 11...N f4 12.N e4 N

a5 13.b x f4 exf4 14.d4 N xb3 15.a x b3 Q d7 16.Q d3 R a d8 17.c4 B b4

18.N c3 b x c4 19.b x c4 b x f3 20.Q x f3 Q x d4= ½–½ (24) Giri,A (2737)-

Tomashevsky,E (2706) Elancourt 2013]

12.N xe5 [Accepting the challenge.]

12...N xe5 13.R x e5 N f6 [13...N f4?! 14.N f3 and now the piece sacrifice

14...N xh3+? doesn't work in view of 15.gxh3 Q x h3 16.B d5 Q g4+ 17.K f1

Q h3+ 18.K e2 The king escapes safely.]

14.R e1 [The rook should go back as it is vulnerable in the centre.]

14...R a e8 [Black doesn't have immediate threats, but the activity of all his

pieces normally yields him enough play to maintain the balance, which is

quite typical for this line.]

15.N f3 B d6  [15...Q f5?! 16.N h4 and the queen has to go back, losing

time.]

16.B e3 R e7?! [This is too innocuous. Black's play should be somewhat

more dynamic.]

[16...N d5 It's recommended for Black to get one of the opponent's bishops. 

17.a4  (17.B d2 R x e1+ 18.N xe1 Q f5 19.Q g4 Q e5  With a double threat on

h2 and b2.  20.N f3 Q x b2 21.R e1=; 17.b x d5 b x d5   is clearly okay for

Black.  )  17...N xe3 18.R x e3 R x e3 19.fxe3 R e8!?  (19...c5  is also perfectly

playable.  )  20.N g5 Some exciting variations could arise here. 20...Q e7! 21.b

x f7+ K f8 (21...K h8?! 22.b x e8 Q x e3+ 23.K h1 Q x g5 24.Q g1™  (24.Q

 g4?? Q e5–+)   24...Q f5 25.Q e3 B c5 26.d4 b x d4 27.Q g3²) 22.b x e8

 (22.Q f1 Q x e3+ 23.K h1 Q x g5 24.B d5+ B f4 25.b x b7 Q g3 26.Q g1 R

 e2 27.R f1 R x c2 28.R f3 R c1 29.R x g3 R x g1+ 30.Kxg1 b x g3=)  22...Q x

e3+ 23.K h1 Q x g5 24.Q e2 g6! 25.R f1+ K g7 26.a x b5 Q g3 27.R f7+ K

g8 28.K g1 B c5+ 29.K f1 Q g5 30.b x a6 b x g2+ 31.Q x g2 Q c1+ 32.K e2

Q x c2+ 33.K f3 Q x d3+ 34.K g4 Q c4+ 35.R f4 Q e6+ Black gives a

perpetual check.]

17.d4 [17.a4 It also makes sense to open the a-file, but after 17...c5 it won't

be easy for White to play d3–d4 and perform the simplifying idea that Anand

realised a couple of moves later.]

17...Rfe8 [17...N d5 18.B d2 R x e1+ 19.N xe1 Q f5 20.Q g4± Black doesn't

have the move ?f5–e5 as in the line 16...?d5.]

18.c3 h6  [Probably Levon underestimated the consequences of the move

that now follows. On the other hand, it seems that White is already better. 

The pressure along the e-file doesn't bring Black any dividends.]

[18...N d5 19.B d2 R x e1+ 20.N xe1 c5 21.dxc5 b x c5 22.N d3 B b6 23.Q

g4²]

19.N e5! [Sacrificing back the pawn just at the right moment.]

19...b x e5 20.dxe5 R x e5 [20...Q c6 21.f3 R x e5 22.Q d2²]

21.Q x d7 N xd7 22.R e d1  [White's two bishops are not going to allow

Black to enjoy this endgame.]

22...N f6?! [I think here was the last chance to change the course of the

game.]

[22...N c5!? 23.b x c5 R x c5 24.R d7 R e2 25.b x f7+  (25.R x f7 B d5 26.R

 f5 c6 27.R b1 g6²  getting rid of the pin across the fifth rank )  25...K h7 Black

is a pawn down, but has decent chances to hold thanks to his active rook.]

23.c4! c6?! [This   is   an  ugly  move  to   play,  but   Black's   position   is   really

unpleasant.]

[23...b x c4 24.b x c4 N d5 25.B d4 R5e7 26.R a c1 N f4 27.B f1±]

24.R a c1 R5e7 25.a4! b x c4 26.b x c4  [Now White enjoys the pair of

powerful bishops and the superior pawn structure.]

26...N   d5   27.B   c5   R   e4   28.f3   R4e5   29.K   f2  [Slowly,  but   surely Anand

improves his position.]

29...B c8 30.B f1 R5e6 31.R d3 [The rook is going to find some penetration

squares on the b-file.]

31...N f4 32.R b3 R d8 33.B e3 [33.R b8 R e e8 34.B a3 N d3+ 35.b x d3 R

x d3 36.R x c6 was also great for White, but, at least here Black has some

hope thanks to the opposite coloured bishops.]

33...N d5 34.B d2 N f6 [34...B d7 35.b x a6 R a8 36.B c4 R x a4 37.R a3 R x

a3 38.b x a3 The passed a-pawn wil  most likely decide the game in White's

favour.]

35.B a5 Rde8 36.R b6 R e5 37.B c3 N d5 38.b x e5 N xb6 39.B d4! [39.R x

c6 N d5 40.R c5+–]

39...N xa4  [The knight wil  not be able to come out alive from a4, but I

wouldn't   even   put   a   question   mark   to   this   move,   as   Black's   position   is

beyond saving anyway.]

40.R x c6 R d8 41.R c4 B d7 [41...N xb2 42.b x b2 R d2+ 43.K e3 R x b2

44.R x c8++–]

42.b3 B b5 43.R b4 N b2 44.b x b5 a x b5 45.K e3 R e8+ 46.K d2 R d8

47.K c3 [A very good game by Anand, which definitely gave him a boost of

confidence from the very beginning of the Candidates tournament.]

[47.K c3 N d1+ 48.K c2 capturing the knight.]

1–0

 (18) Anand,Viswanathan (2770) - Shirov,Alexei (2710) [C78]

Hoogovens Wijk aan Zee (13), 01.02.1998

 [Anand,V]

1.e4 [K halifman]

1...e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 b5 6.B b3 B c5 7.a4 R b8

[7...B b7 K halifman]

8.c3 [8.a x b5 K halifman 8...a x b5 9.N xe5 N xe5 10.d4 b x d4 11.Q x d4 d6

12.f4  (12.c3) ]

8...d6 9.d4 B b6 10.h3 [10.a x b5 K halifman; 10.N a3 K halifman]

10...B b7 11.R e1 0–0 12.a x b5 a x b5 13.N a3 exd4 14.cxd4 N a5 15.B c2

b4 16.N b1 c5 17.B g5 h6 18.B h4 cxd4!N [K halifman: In der Bundesliga

ist Shirov nach dem bisher gespielten 18...g5 gegen Hracek schlimm unter

die Räder gekommen.]

[18...g5? K halifman 19.N xg5 hxg5 20.b x g5 b3 21.b x b3! (21.B d3 c4

22.e5 dxe5 23.R x e5 Q x d4 24.R e3 N g4? ½–½ Topalov,V-Shirov,A/Madrid

plof 20' 1997/EXP 58/[Shirov] (33)  (24...R f d8!–+) ) 21...cxd4 22.R a3! N c6

23.B a2 N e5 24.R g3 K h7 25.f4 Ned7 26.e5 d3+ 27.K h1 dxe5 28.fxe5+–

Hracek,Z-Shirov,A/BL97/98 (1–0)/35]

19.NB d2 R e8 20.R a4 B c6 21.R a1 [21.R x b4? K halifman 21...d3]

21...R c8 22.B d3 N b 23.e5 dxe5 24.N xe5 g5 25.B g3 B d5 26.B f5 R a8

27.R x a8 Q x a8 28.N d3 [28.Ndc4 B c5 29.h4 Q d8 30.hxg5 hxg5 31.B b1

(31.Q d2 N h5 32.B b1 b x c4!  (32...N xg3 33.Q d3 N e4 34.) ) ]

28...N c5 29.R x e8+ Q x e8 30.N xb4 B e4

½–½

 (19) Kramnik,Vladimir (2770) - Leko,Peter (2741) [C78]

World-ch Kramnik-Leko +2–2=10 Brissago (10), 10.10.2004

 [Knaak,R]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B c5 6.c3 b5 7.B c2 d5

8.exd5 [Ich schätze, dass dieser Zug als Überraschung für eine Partie gut

war, aber keinen neuen Trend setzen wird.]

[8.d4 ist üblich und wird wohl die Hauptvariante bleiben.]

8...Q x d5 9.a4N b4 10.d4 exd4 11.B b3 Q d8 [Am sichersten.]

[11...Q d6 12.R e1+ K f8÷]

12.R e1+ B e7 13.N xd4 [13.cxd4=]

13...N xd4 14.Q x d4 Q x d4 15.cxd4  [Das Endspiel hat sich mehr oder

weniger forciert  ergeben;  Schwarz hat  zwar noch  Entwicklungsprobleme, 

doch er sollte diese lösen können und damit ausgleichen.]

15...B   b7   16.B   g5   h6? [16...R   d8   ist   naheliegend.   Kramnik   war   ja

offensichtlich vertraut mit diesem Endspiel; was hatte er hier geplant? 17.N

d2 R x d4 18.R a c1 K d8 19.B e3 R d7 20.b x f7 B d5 21.b x d5 N xd5 22.N

e4  (22.N c4!?)  22...K c8 Beide Springer stehen hier hervorragend; ob Weiß

ein kleines Plus hat?]

17.b x f6 gxf6 18.N d2 R g8 19.g3 R d8 20.R a c1± R d7 [Weiß steht klar

besser und verfügt über mehrere verheißungsvolle Fortsetzungen. Neben

dem Partiezug und den beiden Zügen, die ich hier analysiere kommen auch

21.h4   und   21.f4   gut   in   Frage.   Denn   in   der   Partie   konnte   Leko   seinen

schlechten Turm g8 über g5 aktivieren.]

21.N c4? [Dieser Zug vergibt praktisch den gesamten Vorteil, weil nun der ? 

g8 ins Spiel gelangt.]

[21.a5 K d8 22.B a4 R x d4 23.N b3! (23.R x e7 Kxe7 24.N b3 R d7 25.R

e1+ K d8 26.b x d7 Kxd7 27.N c5+ K c6!  (27...K c8?!)  28.R c1 B a8 29.N

xa6+ K b5 30.N xc7+ K a4÷) 23...R e4 24.R e d1+ K c8 25.R d7 B d8 26.N

c5±; 21.B c4 R x d4 22.N b3 R e4 23.N a5  (23. B x e4 24.b x a6 K d7 25.R

 d1+ K c6 26.B c4±)  23...R x e1+ 24.R x e1±; 21.h4!?; 21.f4!?]

21...R g5! 22.N e3 [22.f4 Rgd5 23.B c2 R x d4 24.B f5 Weiß gewinnt eine

Qualität, steht aber wohl nicht besser.]

22...K f8 23.h4 R a5 24.d5?! [Fritz würde 24.B d1 spielen, aber nach 24...B

d5! 25.N xd5  (25.B g4 B e6 26.b x e6 fxe6 27.R c6 R d6 28.R x c7 R x d4)

25...Raxd5 26.B e2 a5 27.B b5 R7d6 28.R x c7 B d8² /= sollte Schwarz

keine große Mühe haben, um das Remis zu sichern.]

24...R c5= 25.Rcd1 c6 26.N f5 cxd5 27.R d4 Rdc7 28.R e d1 R c1 29.b x

d5 R x d1+ 30.R x d1 B c8 31.B e4 b x f5 32.b x f5 b3 33.R d3 R c4 34.B

d7 R b4 35.B c6

½–½

 (20) Anand,Viswanathan (2770) - Karpov,Anatoly (2735) [C78]

FIDE-Wch k.o. f Lausanne (8.2), 03.01.1998

 [Anand,V]

1.e4 [Karpov]

1...e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B c5 6.c3 b5 7.B b3 d6 8.a4

B g4 9.d3 0–0 10.h3 b x f3 11.Q x f3 N a5 12.B c2 b4 13.N d2 [13.B g5

Karpov 13...b3 14.B d1 R b8]

13...R   b8   14.Q   e2  [14.R   e1   h6?!   15.R   b1!²   1–0   Leko,P-Garcia,G/Yopal

1997/CBM 60 (51) [Rodriguez]]

14...R e8 [14...B a7 Karpov]

15.N f3 b x c3 16.b x c3 N b3 17.b x b3 R x b3 18.d4 [18.Q c2 Q b8 19.N

d2 R b7]

18...exd4   19.cxd4   R   x   f3! [Ftacnik:   Karpov   comes   up   with   an   inspired

defence, exchange sacrifice is quite dangerous and white wil  have to play

carefully.]

[19... 20.B e3!±]

20.Q x f3?! [20.gxf3? b x d4 21.R a3 

a) 21.B b2 N h5!µ; 

b) 21.R a2 Karpov 21...Q c8 22.K g2  (22.B e3? Q x h3 23.b x d4 R e6–+)

22...d5 23.Q d2 c5„; 

21...d5°; 20.dxc5!? R c3 21.Q x a6²]

20...b x d4 21.R a2 N x e4° [21... 22.B g5±]

22.Q d3 c5 [22...Q f6! Winants 23.Q x a6 N g3 24.Q b5  (24.R d1 N e4!=)

24...K f8]

23.Q x a6 d5 24.a5! [? a]

[24.Q d3 Q f6 

c4]

24...c4! [24...R e6?! Karpov 25.Q b7 N c3  (25...N g3 26.a6+–)  26.R c2 R e7

27.Q b6 Q e8 28.a6 N e2+ 29.K h1! N g3+  (29...R e6 30.Q a5±)  30.fxg3 R

e1 31.Q b5 Q x b5 32.R x e1± …c4 33.R d2]

25.B e3 [25.Q b7? R e7 26.Q c6 R e6!]

25...B e5 [25...R e6? 26.Q x e6 fxe6 27.b x d4 e5 28.B b6! 

a6–a7; 25...B f6 Karpov 26.B b6 Q d7 27.Q a7 Q x a7 28.b x a7 N c3 29.R

c2 d4 Lautier]

26.B b6! [26.Q b7 d4; 26.R c2 Karpov 26...d4 27.R x c4 dxe3 28. B h2+

29.Kxh2  30.fxe3² Ubilava]

26...Q d7 [26...Q d6 Karpov 27.Q b7 N c3!? (27...R b8 28.Q a7  (28.a6 h6

 29.R b1 N c3µ) ) 28.R b2 d4!  (28...h6?! 29.a6 N a4 30.R b5 N c3 31.R c5 N

 e2+ 32.K h1 Q f6 33.R c8 R x c8 34.Q x c8+ K h7 35.B e3 N g3+ 36.fxg3 Q

 x f1+ 37.K h2 Q d3 38.B f2 Q c2 39.B g1±)  29.Q f3 d3 30.B e3 Q d5! (30...N

e2+ 31.R x e2 dxe2 32.Q x e2 Q c6 33.R c1   (33.R b1 h6=)   33...Q a4

 (33...c3!?)   34.R x c4 Q x a5) 31.Q x d5 N xd5 32.R b7 c3 33.a6 N xe3

34.fxe3 c2 35.R d7 B b2 36.R c7  (36.R x d3 c1Q 37.R x c1 b x c1 38.a7 f6µ)

36...R a8 37.K f2 h6 38.K f3 R x a6 39.K e4 R d6–+]

27.Q a7 Q c6?! [27...Q x a7 28.b x a7 N c3÷]

28.B d4 B c7 [¹28...R a8 29.Q b6 Q x b6 30.b x b6 N c3 31.R c2 d4 Lautier]

29.R b2 c3 [29...R a8? Karpov 30.Q b7 Q x b7 31.R x b7 b x a5 32.R a1]

30.R b7 R c8 31.B b6? [Ftacnik: The bishop wil  become displaced and

black wil  enjoy strong counterplay with his passed c pawn.]

[¹31.R c1! Karpov 31...N d6  (31...Q d6 32.R x c7 Q x c7 33.Q x c7 R x c7

 34.a6 

35.f3, 36.?:c3 ; 31...c2? 32.R b2)   32.R b3!  (32.a6 N xb7 33.a x b7 R e8; 

 32.R x c3 Q x b7 33.Q x b7 N xb7 34.a6 N a5! 35.a7 N c4–+)  32...N b5 33.Q

c5  (33.Rcxc3? Q x c3! 34.R x c3 N xa7 35.b x a7 B h2+ 36.Kxh2 R x c3–+)

33...Q x c5  (33...N xd4 34.Q x c6 N xc6 35.Rb x c3 b x a5 36.R x c6 R x c6

 37.R x c6 g6 38.R c5+–)  34.b x c5 B f4 35.B e3 N d4 36.b x d4 b x c1 37.R x

c3+– Ubilava; ¹31.a6! Karpov 31...h6  (31...Q d6 32.R x c7 Q x c7 33.Q x c7

 R x c7 34.a7 R c8 35.R b1 c2 36.R c1+–; 31...c2 32.R c1±)  32.R x c7 R x c7

33.Q b8+ R c8 34.a7 c2 35.R c1 K h7 36.Q b3± Lautier]

31...B e5 32.R x f7 [32.R c1 Karpov 32...d4! (32...c2 Karpov 33.R e7! B b2

 (33...B f6? 34.R c7 R x c7 35.Q x c7+–)  34.B d4! b x d4 35.Q x d4±) 33.R d7

Q h6 34.R c2 Q d2!–+]

32...c2 33.R c1 N c3 [33...N g5= Karpov 34.R e7 N xh3+ 35.gxh3 Q g6+=]

34.R f3 [34.R f5 Karpov 34...Q e6! (34...B c7 35.b x c7 N e2+ 36.K h1 R x

c7  (36...Q x c7?? 37.R x c2!+–)  37.R x c2 Q x c2 38.Q a8+ R c8 39.Q x d5+

K h8 40.g3 h6 41.K g2) 35.R x e5 Q x e5 36.Q d7 N e2+ 37.K f1 R e8! 

 (37...R f8? 38.R x c2 N g3+ 39.K g1 Q e1+ 40.K h2 N f1+ 41.K h1 N e3+

 42.K h2 N xc2 43.Q x d5+ R f7 44.a6 N b4= 45.a7 N xd5 46.a8Q+ R f8 47.Q

 x d5+)  38.B c7 Q e4 39.R x c2   (39.f3 Q e3–+)  39...N g3+ 40.K g1 Q e1+

41.K h2 N f1+ 42.K h1 N e3+ 43.K h2 N xc2 44.Q x d5+ Q e6–+]

34...h6?? [Ftacnik: Karpov misses the boat in a completely winning position. 

One must admit, that the move 35...?e8! from the winning line is easier for

the computer programs than for the living grandmaster.]

[34...N e2+! 35.K f1  (35.K h1  Karpov  35...Q e6! 36.B e3 d4 37.B d2 N xc1

 38.b x c1 B b8–+)  35...Q e8!–+ Fritz  (35...Q e6? 36.Kxe2 B b8+ 37.R e3) …

36.Kxe2  (36.B e3 N xc1 37.b x c1 B b2–+)  36...B b8+ 37.R e3 Q b5+–+]

35.Q f7+ K h8 36.R e3!+– d4 37.R x e5 d3 38.B d4! R g8 39.R e6 d2 40.R

x c6! dxc1Q+ 41.K h2+– Q d2 42.R c8

1–0

 (21) Anand,Viswanathan (2770) - Svidler,Peter (2758) [C89]

FIDE Candidates K hanty-Mansiysk (14), 30.03.2014

 [ChessBase Website]

1.e4 [1]

e5 [14]

2.N f3 [8]

N c6 [4]

3.B b5 [8]

a6 [6]

4.B a4 [7]

N f6 [5]

5.0–0 [10]

B e7 [10]

6.R e1 [9]

b5 [4]

7.B b3 [8]

0–0 [26]

8.c3 [5:25]

d5 [2:59]

9.exd5 [29]

N xd5 [3]

10.N xe5 [20]

N xe5 [3]

11.R x e5 [13]

c6 [3]

12.d3 [With the tournament already in the bag it didn't make any sense for

Anand to play for blood or to show anything new in his preparation. Svidler's

Marshal  was more than sufficient to jump into an easily drawn endgame. 

2:19]

12...B d6 [16]

13.R e1 [13]

B f5 [6:22]

14.Q f3 [4:48]

Q f6 [3:17]

15.N d2 [6:17]

Q g6 [1:57]

16.B d1 [2:20]

b x d3 [2:04]

17.N e4 [2:45]

B x e4 [2:49]

18.Q x e4 [19]

Q x e4 19. [11]

R a e8 [1:11]

20.R x e8 [16]

R x e8 [15]

21.K f1 [11]

B f4 [3:06]

22.B f3 [3:57]

b x c1 [23]

23.R x c1 [10]

K f8 [24]

24.a3N [1:18]

[24.b3 R e6 25.c4 N b4 26.cxb5 cxb5 27.a4 b x a4 28.b x a4 N d3 29.R b1 N

c5 30.a5 R e5 31.B e2 N e6 ½–½ (31) Shirov,A (2696)-Nyback,T (2599)

Jyvaskyla 2014]

24...R d8 [16:09]

25.c4 [4:43]

N f4 [1:38]

26.b x c6 [4:08]

N d3 [1:01]

27.R c2 [49]

b x c4 [43]

28.R x c4 [3:52]

N xb2 [30]

29.R c2 [16]

R c8 [3:16]

30.K e2 [1:20]

K e7 [47]

31.B e4 [6:51]

R x c2+ [1:31]

32.b x c2 [11]

N c4 [9]

33.B d3 [1:40]

N xa3 [31]

34.b x a6[10]

½–½

 (22) Karjakin,Sergey (2767) - Svidler,Peter (2732) [C88]

Baku FIDE GP Baku (10), 13.10.2014

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.a4 [One of the common ways to avoid the Marshal  Attack.]

8...b4 9.d4 d6 10.dxe5 [This looks like a concession, but the move is very

popular on the highest level. White does have grounds to hope for a slight

edge in the resulting structure.]

10...dxe5 11.NB d2 [This is more ambitious than the queen swap. White is

hoping to outmanoeuvre his opponent using some weakened light squares.]

[11.Q x d8 R x d8 12.NB d2 h6 13.a5 B c5 14.B c4 N g4 15.R e2 B e6 16.b x

e6 fxe6 17.h3 N f6 18.R e1 R a b8 19.N c4 R b5 20.b3 B d4 21.B b2 R c5

22.R a2 b x b2 23.R x b2 N e8³ 1–0 (70) Carlsen,M (2862)-Aronian,L (2813)

Saint Louis 2013]

11...B   c5   12.a5  [Karjakin   deviates   first,   not   checking   the   improvement

Svidler had in mind over his previous games. The move in the text fixes

the ?a6 as potential target.]

[12.h3 Q e7  (12...B b7  might be more flexible.  )  13.B d5 B d7 14.N b3 B d6

15.B g5 h6 16.B h4 g5 17.B g3 R a d8 18.Q e2 N b8 19.B c4² 1–0 (59)

Topalov,V (2784)-Svidler,P (2732) Bilbao 2014; 12.Q e2 Q e7 13.N c4 B g4

14.c3 b x c3 15.b x c3 h6  (15...R a b8 16.B c2 N h5!? …17.h3? N g3 18.Q

 d1 R f d8)  16.B c2 Q e6 17.N e3 b x e3 18.Q x e3 N a5 19.N d2² ½–½ (41)

Grischuk,A (2764)-Svidler,P (2747) London 2013]

12...h6 13.h3  [13.B c4 B e6   (13...Q d6!?)   14.Q e2 N d4 15.N xd4 b x c4

16.N   xc4   b   x   d4   17.B   e3²   1–0   (50)   Howel ,D   (2657)-Adams,M   (2758)

Douglas 2014]

13...Q d6 [13...Q e7 14.Q e2 B e6 15.B c4 N d4 16.N xd4 b x d4 17.N b3 R f

d8 18.N xd4 b x c4 19.N f5 Q e6 20.Q f3? 1–0 (41) Caruana,F (2791)-

Tomashevsky,E (2695) Dubai 2014]

14.Q e2 N h5!N  [I like this aggressive idea. The knight is heading to f4, 

while the queen may join the attack on the sixth rank.]

[14...R d8 15.N c4 Q e7 16.B e3 R b8 17.R a d1 B b7 18.R x d8+ R x d8

19.c3 b x c3 20.b x c3 N x e4 21.Q c2 N f6 22.b x c5 Q x c5 23.Ncxe5 N xe5

24.N xe5 B d5 25.R d1 R d6= ½–½ (30) Guartambel,G-Domancich,E (2394)

ICCF email 2007]

15.N c4  [15.N f1 is another possible route for the knight. 15...R b8!  It's

useful to move the rook from a8, so that it won't get attacked by the white

bishop. In some cases ?b8–b5, targeting the ?a5, might be an idea. This

position requires further practical testing. Here is what might follow:  (15...Q

 f6? 16.B d5  That's the difference, compared to 15.?c4. The diagonal a2–g8

is not obstructed.  )  16.B e3 b x e3 17.Q x e3 N f4 18.N g3 N d4 19.N xd4

exd4 20.Q d2 Q e5 21.N e2 N xe2+ 22.R x e2 with mutual chances.]

15...Q f6 16.N e3? [I am puzzled how Karjakin al owed the black knight to

settle on f4 so comfortably.]

[He   should   have   exchanged   the   dark-squared   bishops   by   16.B   e3

Objectively, Black has no problems. A possible draw may occur after 16...b x

e3 17.N xe3   (17.Q x e3 N f4 18.K h2 B e6„)   17...N f4 18.Q c4 N xg2! 

19.Kxg2 b x h3+ 20.K g1  (20.K g3?! Q f4+ 21.Kxh3 Q x f3+ 22.K h2 N d4

 23.Q f1 Q x e4?)  20...Q x f3 21.Q x c6 Q h5 22.R a d1 Q g5+ 23.K h2 Q h4

24.K g1 Q g5+=]

16...N f4 [Dark clouds gather over the white king.]

17.Q c4 N xg2! [17...N d4 was another attractive option. 18.N xd4  (18.Q x

 c5?   N   xf3+   19.gxf3   N   xh3+   20.K   g2   N   f4+   21.K   g3   h5!  Preventing   the

defending resource ?e3–g4.  22.R h1 Q g5+ 23.K h2 B h3!  Setting a cute

mating net.  24.B d2 Q h4 25.K g1 N e2+ 26.K h2 B f1#)  18...b x d4 19.N f5

 (19.Q x b4? b x h3!–+)  19...B e6! 20.Q x c7 b x f5 21.exf5 Q x f5 22.b x f4

 (22.R f1? N e2+ 23.K h2 e4–+)  22...Q x f4µ]

18.Kxg2 [18.Q x c5 Q x f3 19.N xg2 b x h3 20.N e3 R a d8! 21.Q x c6 R d6

22.Q x d6 cxd6µ; 18.N xg2 Q x f3 19.Q x c5 b x h3 - identical to 18.?xc5.]

18...b x h3+ 19.Kxh3  [19.K g3 Q f4+ 20.Kxh3 Q x f3+ would lead to the

same position.]

19...Q x f3+ 20.K h2 N d4! [After 20...Q x f2+? 21.N g2 N d4 22.R f1 N f3+

23.K h1 Q g3 24.R x f3 Q x f3 25.Q x c5 White eliminates al  Black's minor

pieces.]

21.R f1 [The only reasonable defence.]

[21.Q x c5? Q x f2+ and Black wins either the rook, or the queen after 22.N

g2 N f3+]

21...Q h5+ 22.K g2 Q f3+ 23.K h2 B d6? [Too solid for such a position!]

[23...Q f4+! 24.K g2 Q x e4+ 25.f3  (25.K g1? Q g6+ 26.K h1 Q h5+ 27.K g2

 Q f3+ 28.K h2 B d6–+   That's why it was important to capture the ?e4.  )

25...Q g6+ 26.K f2  (26.K h1 Q h5+ 27.K g2 e4  is exactly the same as after

26.?f2.  )  26...Q h5 27.K g2 e4 28.Q d5 Q g6+ 29.K h1  (29.K f2 B a7! 30.Q x

 e4 Q d6‚)  29...N xb3 30.cxb3 b x e3 31.b x e3 R a d8 32.Q c5  (32.Q x e4 Q

 h5+ 33.K g1 Rfe8 34.Q f4 Q g6+ 35.K h1 R d5 36.R f2 R f5! 37.Q d4 c5

 38.Q d2 R h5+ 39.R h2 R x h2+ 40.Kxh2 R e5–+)  32...Rfe8 It's clear that

Black is nearly winning here. He has three pawns for the piece, but more

importantly - a powerful initiative. The white king is in bad shape. An attempt

to close some lines by 33.f4? loses to 33...Q g3]

24.c3 [Now Black has to succumb to perpetual check.]

24...Q h5+  [24...N xb3 25.Q x b3 Q x e4 26.R g1 can be better only for

White.]

25.K g2 Q f3+ 26.K h2 Q h5+ 27.K g2 Q f3+

½–½

 (23) Grischuk,Alexander (2763) - Almasi,Zoltan (2713) [C77]

Istanbul ol (Men) 40th Istanbul (5.2), 01.09.2012

 [Erenburg,S]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.d3 [The main idea

of this move is to save time on h2–h3. In some variations, that move is

unnecessary. Instead, White could use that tempo to create some initiative

on the queenside or in the centre.]

6...d6 7.c3  [Now White is preparing to withdraw his bishop to c2. It could

gain him a tempo in comparison to the main lines of Ruy Lopez defence

where White starts with 6.?e1.]

7...0–0 8.R e1 R e8 9.NB d2 [A typical manoeuvre: White's knight is sent to

the kingside via f1. Normally, White is trying to bring the knight to g3, after

which he can take control over the centre with the d3–d4 advance. Black, on

the other hand, has a variety of plans: he can bring his dark squared bishop

to g7, transfer his knight to g6 via e7, and carry out the d6–d5 breakthrough

in the centre.]

9...B f8 10.N f1 h6 [This move could serve at least two of Black's plans: by

preventing the pin along the h4–d8 diagonal,  Black  makes it feasible to

bring the knight to g6 or to advance his d-pawn.]

11.N g3 b5  [Black felt the necessity to bring his knight to g6 asap, so he

decided to get rid of unpleasant pin. In fact, driving away White's bishop

could fit into the plan with th d6–d5 advance in the centre as well.]

12.B c2 N e7 [Black has tried the fol owing options as wel :]

[12...g6 13.a4 R b8 14.d4 B g7 15.a x b5 (An interesting alternative was to

keep the tension in the centre with 15.h3!? B d7 16.B e3  (16.a x b5 a x b5

-the game.  ) ) 15...a x b5 16.h3 B d7 17.B e3 R a8 18.Q d2 K h7 19.b3 Q b8

20.d5 N e7 21.c4 b x c4 22.b x c4 c5 23.N e2 N c8 24.N c3 N b6 25.B d3²

½–½ Ponomariov,R (2727)-Tomashevsky,E (2736)/Sochi 2012/CB15_2012

(38); 12...B b7 The disadvantage of this move is that it al ows White to

occupy the f5–outpost. 13.N f5 d5 14.Q e2 N a5 15.b4?!  (15.h3  seems to be

more promising.  )  15...dxe4 16.dxe4 N c4 17.N d2 N xd2 18.b x d2 B x e4

19.B   x   e4   N   x   e4   20.b   x   h6   N   d6=   ½–½   Negi,P   (2661)-Berczes,D

(2530)/Andorra op 30th 2012 (41); 12...d5!? 13.d4 

a) 13.exd5 N xd5 14.B b3  (14.d4  gives nothing to White:  14...exd4 15.R x

 e8 Q x e8)  14...B e6=; 

b) 13.B d2!?; 

13...dxe4!  (13...B g4 14.exd5 Q x d5 15.B b3 Q d6 16.h3 b x f3 17.Q x f3

 exd4 18.B f4²)  14.N x e4 B f5! 15.N x f6+ Q x f6 16.N xe5 N xe5 17.dxe5 R x

e5   18.R   x   e5   Q   x   e5=   ½–½   Carlsen,M   (2775)-Onischuk,A   (2670)/Biel

2008/CBM 126 (36)]

13.d4   N   g6  14.b3  [This   move   can   serve   multiple   purposes.   It  prepares

White's expansion on the queenside, which would be carried out by the

pawn   advances   d4–d5,   c3–c4.   Also,   potentially,   White's   dark-squared

bishop could be developed to b2 or to a3 after White plays a2–a4.]

14...c6N [Black's idea is to prevent white's d4–d5 and prepare the c7 spot

for the queen.]

[In the preceding game Black tried 14...c5 15.d5 B d7 16.a4 Q c7 17.h3 R e

b8 18.B e3 Q d8  (18...B e7!?)  19.Q d2 b x a4 20.b x a4 R b2 21.R e b1 R a

b8 22.R x b2 R x b2 23.Q c1 R b8 24.B d3 Q a5 25.N d2² 1–0 Karjakin,S

(2779)-Tkachiev,V (2644)/Astana 2012/CB27_2012 (54)]

15.B   e3   Q   c7   16.B   d3   B   b7   17.Q   c2  [The   flexibility   of   White's   pawn

structure allows him to carry out several interesting plans: White can attack

Black's pawns on the queenside with a2–a4, c2–c4 and open up the centre

with c2–c4–c5 and/or dxe5 at convenient time. Black, on the other hand, 

has no active plan.]

17...R a c8 18.h3 N f4 19.B f1 [It would be wrong to go for 19.b x f4 exf4

20.N f5 c5„]

19...N g6 20.B d3 N f4 21.B f1 N g6 22.a4 [No real threats are created, but

White has created some tension on the queenside.]

22...Q b8  [Unfortunately for Black,   22...d5 does not equalise the game:

23.N xe5 N xe5 24.dxe5 Q x e5 25.f4 Q c7 26.e5 N d7 27.B d3²]

23.B d3 N f4 24.b x f4 [Now that Black can not simply play c6–c5, White

can go ahead and change the pawn structure.]

24...exf4 25.N f5  [Now if Black does nothing, his chances for counterplay

could be killed by White's b2–b4 advance.]

25...b x a4 [Thus, Black was left with this move or]

[25...g6 , which, apparently, does not promise Black equal chances: 26.N

xd6! b x d6 27.e5 c5! 28.exf6 b x f3 29.gxf3  (29.b x g6 B c6 30.Q f5 R x e1+

 31.R x e1 R e8 32.b x f7+ Kxf7 33.Q h5+ Kxf6 34.Q x h6+=)  29...R x e1+

 (29...cxd4 30.b x g6)  30.R x e1 K h8²]

26.b x a4  [It seems that 26.R x a4!? would promise White the long term

advantage due to a superior pawn structure: 26...c5 27.d5 g6 28.N5h4 R

c7²]

26...c5! 27.e5 dxe5 28.dxe5 N d7? [Black can't afford to leave so many

white pieces directed at his king!]

[It was better to drive away White's bishop from its active position: 28...c4! 

29.B f1!  (29.exf6 cxd3 30.Q x d3 gxf6 31.N h2 h5 32.R x e8 R x e8 33.Q d1

 Q c7 34.Q x h5 Q x c3 35.Q g4+ K h7 36.Q d1 R e5÷)  29...N d7 30.R a b1 Q

a8 31.N5d4 B d5 32.Q f5 N c5 33.Q x f4 N d3 34.b x d3 cxd3 35.Q d2²]

29.R a b1 Q a8?! [By playing 29...Q c7 , Black would have forced White to

exchange one of his active knights: 30.N d6 b x d6 31.exd6 R x e1+ 32.N

xe1 Q c6 33.Q e2±]

30.N5h4!‚  [The problem is that Black does not have any good defenders

around his monarch. Moreover, Black has no time to take on f3, since the

threat of ?e4 wil  be created immediately. Therefore, White's attack should

bring him a well deserved victory.]

30...R c6 [Al  other moves lose right away:]

[30...Rcd8 31.e6 fxe6 32.B h7+ K h8 33.N g6+ Kxh7 34.N xf8+ K g8 35.N

xe6+–; 30...B d5 31.c4 B e6 32.B e4+–; 30...b x f3 31.N xf3 R b8 32.RB

d1+–]

31.B e4 [31.B h7+ K h8 32.B f5+– was possible as well.]

31...R b6 32.B h7+ K h8 33.R x b6? [White just missed a way to finish the

game with]

[33.B f5! b x f3  (33...R x b1 34.Q x b1 R b8 35.b x d7 b x f3 36.Q f5+–)  34.b

x d7 R x b1 35.Q x b1 R e7 36.N xf3 R x d7 37.e6+–]

33...N xb6 34.e6 b x f3? [This does not solve Black's problems. ]

[It was neccessary to try to cover the light squares with 34...B d5! 35.exf7 

a) 35.N e5 b x e6 36.Neg6+ fxg6 37.N xg6+ Kxh7 38.R x e6 f3!  (38...K g8

 39.Q b3)  39.R x b6 R e1+ 40.K h2 fxg2=; 

b) 35.B f5! N c4 36.R e2± g5 37.exf7 b x f7 38.N g6+ K g7 39.N xf8 Kxf8²; 

35...R x e1+ 36.N xe1 b x f7 37.B g6²]

35.N xf3 g6 [35...R x e6 36.R x e6 fxe6 37.N e5 Q e8 38.B g6 Q x a4 39.Q

b1 N d7 40.B e8+–; 35...Q c8 36.N e5 Q x e6 37.N g6+ fxg6 38.R x e6 R x

e6 39.b x g6+–]

36.b x g6! fxg6 37.Q x g6+– [Now it's over: White's attack is unstoppable.]

37...Q c8 [37...B g7 38.N e5 K g8 39.N g4+–; 37...N c4 38.e7 B g7 39.N h4

N e5 40.R x e5 b x e5 41.Q x h6+ K g8 42.Q e6++–]

38.N e5 B g7 39.N f7+ K g8 40.N x h6+ [40.N x h6+ K h8 41.N f7+ K g8

42.N d6+–]

1–0

 (24) Dominguez Perez,Leinier (2757) - Nakamura,Hikaru (2772) [C83]

Paris FIDE GP Elancourt (2), 23.09.2013

 [ChessBase Website]

1.e4 [4]

e5 [Nakamura showed an impressive preparation and was able to obtain a

good position against Dominguez's Spanish. He continued to play quickly

but  Dominguez  position  was  stil  solid  and  Nakamura was  unable  to  do

anything with his huge time advantage. He finished the game with over two

hours on the clock, despite starting the game with only two hours (he was

added an extra one when they crossed move 40).  7]

2.N f3 [7]

N c6 [4]

3.B b5 [24]

a6 [8]

4.B a4 [7]

N f6 [4]

5.0–0 [2:01]

N x e4 [9]

6.d4 [6]

b5 [4]

7.B b3 [7]

d5 [4]

8.dxe5 [8]

B e6 [4]

9.B e3 [2:36]

B e7 [1:05]

10.c3 [14]

N c5 [38]

11.B c2 [1:30]

N d7 [1:29]

12.R e1 [1:24]

Ndxe5 [40]

13.N xe5 [8]

N xe5 [4]

14.B d4 [16]

N g6 [2]

15.b x g7 [4:52]

R g8 [7]

16.b x g6 [48]

R x g7 [5]

17.R x e6 [9]

hxg6 [3]

18.R e2 [4:54]

K f8 [6]

19.N d2 [10:39]

R h7 [17]

20.N f3 [1:33]

B f6 [11]

21.Q d3 [16:38]

[21.a4 K g7 22.Q b3 c6 23.Q b4 R h8 24.R a e1 b x a4 25.h3 Q c7 26.Q x

a4 c5 27.N e5 Rhe8 28.N g4 R x e2 29.R x e2 Q d6 30.N x f6 ½–½ (30)

Ponomariov,R (2758)-Roiz,M (2668) Saratov 2011]

21...K g7 [11:32]

22.a4N [9:09]

[22.R a e1 R h5 23.g4Timoshenko,G (2569)-Grandadam,N (2361) Cappelle

op 28th 2012 (1) 1–0]

22...c6 [1:32]

23.h3 [6:36]

R h8 [27]

24.N e5 [8:39]

Q d6 [22:28]

25.N g4 [8]

Rhe8 [38]

26.a x b5 [3:19]

a x b5 [15]

27.R x a8 [48]

R x a8 [9]

28.g3 [8]

K g8 [3:05]

29.N x f6+ [4:03]

Q x f6 [15]

30.K g2 [3]

K g7 [1:28]

31.b4 [3:04]

R a3= [57]

32.R e3 [7]

R x c3 [31]

33.Q x c3 [11]

d4 [3]

34.Q c5 [6:54]

dxe3 [6]

35.fxe3 [1:17]

Q b2+ [23]

36.K f3 [15]

Q h2 [1:44]

37.Q d4+ [1:44]

K g8 [1:36]

38.Q d8+ [5:47]

K g7 [1:39]

39.Q d4+ [11]

f6 [34]

40.Q d7+ [0]

K h6 [0]

41.Q e8 [16:33]

Q h1+ [59]

42.K f2 [1:02]

Q h2+ [6]

43.K f3 [1:06]

Q h1+ [5]

44.K f2 [27]

Q h2+[2:14]

½–½

 (25) Svidler,Peter (2754) - Nyback,Tomi (2628) [C88]

World Cup K hanty-Mansiysk (2.2), 25.11.2009

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.h3 [This is one of the ways to avoid the Marshal  attack.]

8...B   b7   9.d3  [In   this   line   White   does   not   pretend   for   a   real   opening

advantage, hoping to outplay the opponent in a long-term manoeuvering

battle.]

9...d6 10.a4 N a5 11.B a2 c5 12.NB d2 b4 [There is nothing wrong with this

move, but Black does not have to play this immediatly. Possible alternatives

are 12...?c7 played by Beliavsky, or 12...?c6 employed by Kasimdzhanov.]

13.c3 R c8 14.N f1 [14.cxb4 cxb4 15.N f1 d5 16.exd5 b3 17.b x b3 N xb3

18.Q x b3 b x d5  (18...Q x d5?! 19.Q x d5 N xd5 20.N xe5² ½–½ Svidler,P

(2728)-Aronian,L   (2744)/Wijk   aan   Zee   2007/CBM   117   (32) )   19.Q   d1   e4

20.dxe4 N x e4 21.Q e2 R e8 22.R d1 Q a5 23.N e3 B a8° ½–½ Svidler,P

(2728)-Anand,V (2779)/Monte Carlo 2007/CBM 117 ext (27)]

14...b x c3 15.b x c3 c4 16.B g5  [The next day Svidler clinched another

victory in rapid, even though Nyback had a satisfactory position.]

[16.N g3 cxd3 17.Q x d3 N d7 18.B e3 N c5 19.b x c5 R x c5 20.N f5 Q c7

21.R e d1 R d8= 1–0 Svidler,P (2754)-Nyback,T (2628)/K hanty-Mansiysk

RUS 2009/The Week in Chess 786 (41)]

16...cxd3 17.Q x d3 Q c7 18.N g3 g6?! [It's understandable to cover the f5–

square against the annoying knight jump, however this move is the source

for Black's troubles as it weakens the dark squares.]

[18...h6! 19.B d2   (19.b x f6 b x f6 20.N f5 R f d8 21.R a d1 B c6= 22.N

 xd6?? N b–+)  19...N c4 20.N f5 N xd2 21.N xd2 g6 22.N x h6+?!  (22.N xe7+

 Q x e7=)   22...K g7 23.Q e3   (23.N xf7 R x f7 24.b x f7 Kxf7³)   23...Q x c3

 (23...N h5!³)  24.Q g5 R h8 25.N f5+ K f8 26.N xe7 Kxe7 White can't real y

get the wandering king, even though this looks risky for Black.]

19.R a b1 B c6?! [Black shouldn't neglect the ?a6.]

[19...R f d8 20.B e3 N d7²]

20.B h6 R f d8 21.B e3 [21.N g5 d5 22.Q x a6 B a8!„; Doesn't work: 21.N

f5? gxf5 22.N xe5 dxe5 23.Q g3+ N g4 24.exf5 K h8 25.hxg4 B d5µ]

21...N d7 22.Q x a6 N c5?! [22...R a8 looks more logical, but White keeps

the advantage anyway by: 23.Q e2  (23.Q d3?! N b!)  23...N b 24.N h2! NB c5

25.N g4 B f8 26.Q f3 N e6 27.a5! Q x a5 28.b x e6 fxe6 29.N f6+ K g7 30.B

g5±; 22...b x a4? 23.B b6! N xb6 24.Q x a5 R b8 25.R x b6 R x b6 26.Q x

a4+–]

23.b x c5 dxc5 24.B d5!± R a8 [24...b x a4 25.N xe5 Q x e5 26.Q x a5±]

25.Q e2 b x d5 26.exd5 R x d5 27.N xe5 B f8 28.N g4 [Now the weakness

of the dark squares near the black monarch becomes very apparent.]

28...B g7 29.N e4 Rdd8 30.Nef6+ K h8 [30...b x f6 31.N x f6+ K g7 32.N g4

h5 33.N e3 was the least of the evils for Black. He is a pawn down, but at

least his king is not in such a danger as in the game.]

31.N   e8!   Q   f4   32.g3   Q   f5  [Al owing   the   elegant   combination   that   now

follows.]

[32...Q c4 33.Q e7 N c6 34.Q c7 R x e8 35.R x e8+ R x e8 36.Q x c6 should

be lost for Black, but was more stubborn.]

33.N d6!! R x d6 34.Q e8+! R x e8 35.R x e8+ B f8 36.R x f8+ K g7 37.RB

b8 R d1+ 38.K h2 R h1+ [38...f6 39.R g8+ K f7 40.N h6++–]

39.Kxh1 Q d5+ 40.K g1 f5 41.R f d8 [Bril iant game by Svidler!]

1–0

 (26) Shirov,Alexei (2751) - Piket,Jeroen (2633) [C83]

Amber-blindfold 09th Monte Carlo (8), 24.03.2000

 [MiK halevski,V]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5   B   e6   9.B   e3   B   e7   10.c3   N   c5   11.B   c2   N   d7  [Hansen:  This   is

supposed to be the most modern line compared to the slightly older 11...? 

g4. Even though the textmove was played already in 1896 by Winaver.]

12.R e1 Ndxe5 13.N xe5 N xe5 14.B d4 ['!' Ernst. ]

[14.f4 N c4 15.B d4 c5 16.b x g7 R g8 17.f5 b x f5 18.b x f5 R x g7 19.b3 N

b6 20.N d2° Novik - Sagalchik, Hozuv 1991.]

14...N   c6?! ['?   Ernst.'   Strange   choice.This   uncommon   move   promises

nothing good.More preferable is 14...?g6 where Black's chances to equalize

are much higher. ]

[More popular is 14...N g6 15.b x g7 R g8 16.b x g6™ R x g7 17.R x e6 hxg6

18.R e2 K halifman-Korchnoi,Ubeda 1997/CBM58[MiK halevski]]

15.b x g7 R g8 16.Q h5 ['! Ernst.' The key move in this position.Attacking

the bishop White has been preparing ?h6 followed by ?:h7.]

[16.B d4 N xd4 17.cxd4 B d6 18.N d2 Q f6 19.N f3 0–0–0 20.Q d3 R g4 '=' 

Ernst 21.a4 Rdg8 22.g3 R f4 23.N e5 R x f2 24.R f1 b x e5 25.dxe5 R x f1+

26.R   x   f1   Q   x   e5   27.a   x   b5   a   x   b5   28.Q   x   b5   ½–½   Watson,W-

Kaidanov,G/Moscow 1985/MCL (28)]

16...Q d6 [16...K d7 17.B h6 '?' Ernst.  17...B g5  (17...B d6 18.f4 K c8 19.N

 d2 K b7 20.f5 B d7 21.N f3 f6 22.R a d1 N e5 23.N xe5 b x e5 24.R x d5 R x

 g2+ 25.Kxg2 B c6 26.B e4 b x d5 27.Q f3 c6 28.b x d5 Q x d5 29.Q x d5

 cxd5 30.R x e5!+–  1–0 Dolmatov,S-Levin,F/Dortmund 1992/CBM 29/[Ernst]

(30) )  18.f4 b x h6 19.Q x h6 K c8 20.f5 B d7 21.N d2 R b8 22.N f3 R b6

23.Q   x   h7   Q   f8   24.Q   h4²   ½–½   Miranovic,R-MiK   halchishin,A/Cetinje

1992/EXT 97 (30); 16...Q d7!? 17.Q h6 0–0–0 18.b x h7 R h8 19.N d2 B f8

20.b x f8 Rdxf8 21.Q g7 f5 22.Q g6 R e8 23.N b3 N d8!–+ 0–1 Saulin,D-

Korneev,O/Moscow 1995/CBM 50 ext (49)]

17.Q h6 [White has been preparing 17.?:h7]

[17.B h6? B g4 18.Q h4 0–0–0 19.R x e7 Q x e7 20.Q x e7 N xe7–+ 0–1

Morozevich,A-Ivanchuk,V/New York 1995/CBM 47 ext (32); 17.Q x h7 0–0–0

18.a4 b4 19.B d3 K b7°]

17...0–0–0 18.a4!N [Taking on h7 is not burning as Black can't defend the

pawn.At the same time Shirov has been weakening the  position of Black's

king.It's going to be  very useful when the bishop retreats from h7 to d3 as

the a6 pawn wil  be attacked.]

[In the only game which reached this position White continued 18.b x h7 R x

g7  (¹18...R h8  playing similar to Korneev's game(see 16...Q d7) )  19.Q x g7

Q f4 20.g3 Q f3 21.N d2 Q h5 22.B d3 R h8 23.h4+– and won convincingly. 

1–0 Milton,S-Bochkarev,A/St. Petersburg 1998/CBM 67 ext (40)]

18...b4 19.b x h7 d4 [After this move White is just an exchange up without

any counterplay from the Black's side.]

[Last practical chance was 19...R h8!? 20.b x h8 R x h8 21.Q g7 Q d8 with

some counterplay.]

20.b x g8 R x g8 21.N d2!+– [Most precise way.White brings into play the

knight that quickly decides the fate of the game.]

21...dxc3 22.N e4 Q d5 23.b x c3 b3 [Slightly better was 23...Q f5 24.h3 B

d5  (24...b3)  but after 25.g4! Q g6  (25...Q f3 26.R e3)  26.Q x g6 fxg6 27.B f6

White wins anyway]

24.R a d1 Q c4 [Or 24...Q f5 25.h3]

25.B f6! [Every exchange brings the win nearer.]

25...B f5! [Piket tries last,but very clever tactical trick.]

26.Q f4 [‹26.b x e7 B x e4]

26...B h3! 27.g3! [Shirov doesn't buy it!]

[Winning a queen by means 27.N d6+? suddenly leads to the perpetual

check.Very cunning trap especially for the blindfold chess! 27...b x d6 28.R

e8+ (28.Q x c4 R x g2+ 29.K h1  (29.K f1? R g4+ 30.K e2 R x c4–+)  29...R x

h2+ 30.K g1 R g2+) 28...K b7!  (28...K d7? 29.R x d6+! cxd6 30.Q x c4 R x

 g2+ 31.K h1+–)  29.Q x c4 R x g2+ 30.K h1 R x h2+ 31.K g1 R g2+=; ‹27.b x

e7?! R x g2+ 28.K h1 R g4 29.N d6+ cxd6 30.Q x c4 R x c4 with some

counter chances.]

27...R g4 28.Q f3 B a3 29.N d2 Q x a4 30.N xb3 R g8 31.N d4 B d7 32.R

a1! 

1–0

 (27) Ivanchuk,Vassily (2748) - Aronian,Levon (2724) [C77]

Stepanakert-A Stepanakert (3), 04.10.2005

 [Erenburg,S]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.d3 d6 [transforming to the Anti-

Berlin variation with the moves a6 ?a4 already played . Black is threatening

to eliminate White's light-squared bishop by b7–b5 with the fol owing ?a5.]

[5...b5 6.B b3 B e7 7.c3 0–0 8.NB d2 d5 9.0–0 B b7 10.R e1 dxe4 11.dxe4 B

c5 12.h3  (12.Q e2 N g4 13.R f1 N f6 14.B c2 Q d7 15.b4 B b6 16.a4²  1–0

Novik,M-Zavlin,K/St   Petersburg  1992/   (44) )   12...N   h5?!   Bacrot   has   been

carried away by optimism, that his position already allows  active operations. 

It was better to finish the development with balanced chances.  (12...Q e7

 13.Q e2 b4 14.B c2 a5 15.Q b5 Rfb8 16.N b3 B d6 17.B g5 a4 18.NB d2 a3

 19.b x f6 Q x f6 20.b x a3 b x c3 21.N b3 b x a3 22.N c5 R a5  0–1 Nielsen,P-

Rorvik,J/Copenhagen 2003/ (22) )  13.B d5 Q f6 (13...N f6 14.b x c6  (14.N b3

 B d6 15.B g5 h6 16.B h4 Q e7²)  14...b x c6 15.N xe5 B x e4  (15...B b7 16.Q

 c2 R e8 17.Nef3²)  16.N x e4 Q x d1 17.N x f6+ gxf6 18.R x d1 fxe5 19.R d5

B d6 20.B e3 R a d8 21.R a d1²) 14.a4! N f4  (14...B b6 15.N b3 N f4 16.b x

 f4 Q x f4 17.a x b5 a x b5 18.Q d3²)  15.N b3 B b6  (15...N xd5? 16.N xc5+–)

16.b x f4² 1–0 Morozevich,A-Bacrot,E/Biel 2004/CBM 102/[Ftacnik] (30)]

6.c3 [preparing the square c2 for the light-squared bishop, as well as adding

the option d3–d4.]

6...B d7 [6...g6 A normal plan for Black in the Ruy Lopez is ?e7–?e8–?f8–

g6–?g7, so Akopian decides to do it right away. 7.NB d2 B g7 8.0–0 0–0 9.R

e1 b5  (9...N d7  is another common plan, trying to force the bishop to commit

itself, without weakening the queenside pawn structure.  10.N f1 N c5 11.b x

 c6 b x c6 12.d4²   was the continuation in many games, and White has an

edge.  )   10.B   c2   d5   11.a4   hitting   the   queenside   pawn   structure,   a   very

common theme in the Ruy Lopez.   Despite the fact that at a first glance

Black controls more space and has a freer game, the truth is that it is White

who is fighting for the advantage.  White has easier play on the queenside, 

and his pieces are coordinated better. 11...R b8 12.b4 Clinching more space

on the queenside.   White has a nice edge here. 12...dxe4   (12...B e6   was

perhaps   more   natural   though.  13.N   b3   d4   14.a   x  b5   a   x   b5   15.B   b2²)

13.dxe4 N h5 Black's trying to create some type of counterplay on the other

wing, but it seems quite unsuccessful.  On the other hand it is not quite clear

what he can do about his weaknesses on the queenside.  At least now he is

trying to open the a1–h8 diagonal for his bishop, by trying to force White to

exchange on f4. 14.N b3 Logical, the ? is screaming to get to c5. 14...N f4

15.B e3 White decides that it is not important to exchange the knight for

now, and leaves it alone. 15...Q f6 16.b x f4! A very nice switch.  Black would

prefer   to   take   back   with   the   e-pawn,   but   this   basically   leads   him   to   a

strategical y lost game right now. 16...exf4?!  (16...Q x f4  This was forced and

Black is stil  not much worse.  17.N c5 R d8 18.Q e2 B f8 19.N d3²  and White

stil  has some initiative.  )  17.e5! the "weak" e-pawn wil  take care of shutting

the bishop out of play. 17...Q e7 18.NB d4 N xd4 19.N xd4 White wil  keep

his e-pawn alive by pure tactical means, but it proves to be sufficient! 19...B

b7 20.a x b5 a x b5 21.R a7! The rook is very strong here, Morozevich must

have foreseen the fol owing sequence. 21...Rfe8 22.B b3! Very energetic! 

White is wil ing to sacrifice an exchange to open up the opponents king, and

cut off his coordination. 22...b x e5?! This basically loses by force, but the

alternative was also rather gloomy. 

a) 22...Q g5? 23.R x b7! R x b7 24.e6 And it transpires that Black has no

defence!  An incredible position. 24...f5  (24...fxe6 25.N xe6  Is quite obviously

lost for black.  ; 24...K h8 25.exf7 R f8 26.N e6  Is of course winning.  )  25.e7+

K h8 26.N c6!+– Domination.  Black has no adequate defense against all of

whites threats (?d8, ?d7, ?f7, ?d8 just to name a few); 

b) 22...K h8 Oh such a sad move, but what else was there? 23.e6 fxe6 24.R

x e6± With a clear white advantage.; 

23.R   x   b7!   R   x   b7   24.N   c6   Q   d6   25.Q   d5!+–   1–0   Morozevich,A-

Akopian,V/Mallorca 2004/CBM 104/[Ramirez Alvarez] (42) The key move, 

Black   has   no   way  to   save   his   bishop   on   e5,   and   is   forced   into   a   lost

endgame.]

7.NB d2 [looks more flexible, than an immediate castle. White wil  bring the

queenside knight to g3 via f1 with fol owing castle. The point is that White

can save the ?e1 tempo.]

[7.0–0 g6 8.R e1 B g7 9.NB d2 0–0 10.N f1 R e8 11.B g5 h6 12.B h4 Q c8

13.N e3 N d8 14.B c2 N e6 15.b x f6 b x f6 16.N d5 B g7 17.d4 Q d8

18.dxe5 dxe5 19.Q d2 c6 20.N e3 N f4 21.R a d1 B e6= ½–½ Asrian,K-

Beliavsky,A/Warsaw POL 2005/The Week in Chess 556 (41)]

7...g6 8.N f1 B g7 [continuing with normal development.]

[8...N   h5!?  An   interesting   idea  championed  by  Mihai   Marin.   Black   starts

actions on the ?-side in the early opening phase. The motivation is that it's

the last chance to play ?h5 before White gets to play ?g3. Long term Black

wants to attack with f5. 9.B g5 

a)  9.N g3 N f4 10.0–0 (10.b x f4?! Taking takes White nowhere. 10...exf4

11.N e2 B h6  (11...g5 12.d4 b5 13.B c2 g4 14.N d2 B h6 15.B d3 Q f6?  0–1

Maka,M-Liwak,P/Rowy 1998/EXT 2000 (49) )  12.d4 Q e7 13.B c2 0–0 14.0–

0 K h8 15.R e1 g5‚ 0–1 Saltaev,M-Volzhin,A/Volgograd 1994/CBM 41 (35))

10...B g7 11.d4 

a1) 11.N e2 N xe2+ 12.Q x e2 0–0 13.B g5 Q e8 14.Q d2 f5³ 0–1 Stoma,P-

Pinski,J/Kazimierz Dolny 2001/CBM 81 ext (46); 

a2) 11.B e3 0–0 12.d4  (12.Q d2 Q f6 13.d4 R a d8 14.N e1 h5 15.N d3 B

 h6³  0–1 Stefanov,P-Marin,M/Predeal 1988/EXT 97 (47) )  12...b5 13.B c2 h5

14.d5   N   a5   15.b3   Q   f6   16.N   e1   c5³   0–1   Reyes,J-Marin,M/Thessaloniki

1988/TD (27); 11...b5 12.B b3 0–0 13.B e3 Q f6 14.dxe5 N xe5 15.N xe5 Q x

e5 16.Q d2÷ 1–0 Lopez Martinez,J-Marin,M/Andorra 2001/CBM 83 ext (29); 

b) 9.d4 B g7 10.dxe5 dxe5 11.N e3 N f4 12.0–0 0–0 13.N d5 N e6 14.b4 f5

15.B b3 K h8 16.Q e2 f4‚ 0–1 Simon,E-Marin,M/Manresa 1993/EXT 97 (31); 

9...f6 10.B e3 N f4 11.b x f4 White gets the centre, but I think Black's ?'s on

the   ?-side   are   more   valuable.   11...exf4   12.g3?!   A   strategical   mistake

softening White where he should be defending.  (¹12.d4  if al owed White can

proceed with d5 and ?d4.  12...b5 13.B c2÷)  12...B h6!  (12...fxg3?! 13.hxg3²)

13.gxf4   (13.Q d2 N e5!µ; ¹13.d4)   13...b x f4 14.N d4 0–0 15.N xc6 b x c6

16.Q f3 B h6 17.N e3 f5? 0–1 Gallagher,J-Sasikiran,K/Hastings 2002/CBM

087/[Wedberg] (39) White is already defending.]

9.N g3 0–0 10.0–0 R e8 11.R e1 [strengthening the centre, thus, preparing

to carry out d3–d4.]

[The development of dark-squared bishop to e3 is one of the options, but it

robs White the possibility to play d3–d4. 11.h3 h6 12.B e3 d5 13.b4 N a7

14.B b3 B c6 15.Q c2 N b5 16.R a d1 N d6 17.c4 d4 18.B c1 B d7 19.a4 c5

20.b x c5 N c8 21.c6 b x c6 22.c5 B d7 23.N d2 Q c7 24.B a3 B e6 25.R b1²

0–1 Hort,V-Torre,E/La Valetta 1980/EXT 2000 (49)]

11...Q e7 12.h3 [covering the square g4, preventing a pin along the h5–d1

diagonal.]

12...Q f8N  [The idea of this move is to change the dark-squared bishops

with ?g7–h6, as wel  as it liberates the e7 square for the queenside knight, 

in   case   of   white's   d4–d5.   It   should   be   noted,   that   Black's   queen   has

liberated the e-file for the rook, thus, making the pressure on White's pawn

on e4 more effective.]

[In the preceding game Black continued 12...N a5 13.d4 exd4 14.cxd4 b x

a4 15.Q x a4 N c6 16.B d2 N d7 17.Q c4 N b6 18.Q d3 Q f8 19.d5  (19.R a

 c1²)  19...N e5 20.N xe5 b x e5 21.R a c1² 1–0 Cherniaev,A-Flear,G/Port Erin

2001/CBM 084 ext (47)]

13.d4 R a d8 [centralizing all the pieces.]

[13...B h6 14.d5 N e7 15.c4²]

14.B d2 [preparing to add the queen's rook to the game from the square c1.]

14...K   h8  [A   prophylactic   move.   One   of   Black's   possible   plans   in   this

position should be carrying out the breakthrough f7–f5. That's why Black

liberates the square g8 for the king's knight.]

[14...B h6!? 15.R c1  (15.d5 N b8 16.R c1 b x d2 17.N xd2 Q h6)  15...b x d2

16.Q x d2² ?N xd4? 17.cxd4 b x a4 18.R x c7 R d7 19.Rcc1±]

15.R   c1²  [White   is   slightly  better,  thanks   to   space   advantage.   His   plan

should be connected with advance of queenside pawns.]

15...b5?! [This move weakens black's queenside too much.]

[15...N g8 16.d5 N b8 17.c4 f5 18.exf5 gxf5 19.b x d7  (19.N g5 c6 20.B c2²)

19...N   xd7   20.N   g5±;   I   would   recommend   15...B   h6²   trading   the   dark-

squared bishops.]

16.B c2 [transfering the bishop to d3.]

16...N a5 17.B d3 [covering the spot c4.]

17...N b [17...c5 is met by 18.b4 c4 19.b x a5 cxd3 20.B g5±]

18.b4!± [White's advantage is obvious here, due to Black's passive knight

on b7.]

18...a5 [Levon decides to open the a-file for the rooks.]

[18...c6 19.a4±]

19.c4! [attacking Black's pawns on the queenside, thus, winning a pawn.]

19...b x c4 [19...a x b4 20.cxb5 R c8 21.b x b4+–]

20.R x c4 c6 [20...B b5 doesn't change the evaluation of the position. 21.R x

c7 b x d3 22.R x b7±]

21.b x a5 R a8 [21...exd4 22.R x d4 R a8 23.B c4! B e6  (23...N xa5 24.b x

 a5 R x a5 25.R x d6+–)  24.b x e6 R x e6 25.Q c2 N xa5 26.R a4±]

22.dxe5 dxe5 23.Q c2! [liberating the first rank for the other rook.]

23...N   xa5   24.B   b4! [forcing   Black's   queen   to   move   to   very   passive

position.]

24...Q g8 [24...c5 25.b x c5  (25.R x c5 N c6 26.B d2 R x a2 27.Q x a2 Q x

 c5 28.N g5±)  25...Q g8 26.R c3±]

25.R c5  [attacking the knight and Black's central   pawn e5 at the same

time.]

25...N b 26.R x e5 c5 27.B c3 [Maybe 27.R x e8 was simplier: 27...Q x e8

28.B d2± /+–]

27...B e6 28.B b5 R e c8?! [The best chance was 28...R e d8 29.a4 N d7

30.R x e6  (30.b x d7 R x d7÷)  30...fxe6 31.e5±]

29.a4+–  [White   is   a   pawn   up   and   his   pieces   are   located   much   better. 

Therefore, Black's position is lost.]

29...N d6 [29...N d7 30.R x e6+–]

30.B f1 N fe8 31.R x c5 N b [31...R x c5 leads to a lost position as well:

32.b x g7+ Kxg7  (32...Q x g7 33.Q x c5 R x a4 34.e5 N f5 35.Q c6+–)  33.Q x

c5 R x a4 34.N g5+–]

32.R x c8 R x c8 33.R e3 [Now White has already two extra pawns.]

[33.e5+– wins as well.]

33...Ned6 34.Q b2 N a5 35.N g5 Ndb7 [35...Nac4 doesn't change anything:

36.b x g7+ Q x g7 37.Q x g7+ Kxg7 38.R d3+–]

36.N xe6 fxe6 37.e5 [geti ng the square e4 for the knight.]

37...Q d8 38.N e4 Q d1 39.N d6 R c7 [39...R b8 40.b x a5+–; 39...R f8 40.R

d3  (40.N xb7 N c4)  40...Q x a4 41.N xb7+–]

40.b x a5

1–0

 (28) Svidler,Peter (2747) - Anand,Viswanathan (2766) [C83]

Corus Wijk aan Zee (5), 15.01.2004

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 B e7 [More popular is 9...N c5]

10.c3 [10.N x e4 dxe4 11.b x e6 fxe6 12.N g5 Q x d1  (12...b x g5 13.Q h5+

 g6 14.Q x g5 0–0 15.Q g4 Q d5 16.R e1 R f5 17.B  h6?  1–0 Geller,E-

Krasenkow,M/Cappel e la Grande 1992/EXT 97 (26) )  13.R x d1 b x g5 14.b

x g5 R f8= ½–½ Sax,G-Tarjan,J/Hastings 1977/MCD (42)]

10...Q d7 [More common continuations are: 10...N c5 and 10...0–0.]

11.R e1 [11.Q e2  - see the annotated game Ivanchuk,V-Krasenkow,M/Wijk

aan Zee 2003/CBM 93 [Postny,E] (36); 11.B c2 B f5  (11...N xd2 12.Q x d2 B

 g4 13.Q f4 b x f3 14.B f5 Q d8 15.Q x f3 N xe5 16.Q e2 Q d6 17.R e1 N c6

 18.B g5 K f8 19.B e3?  1–0 Polgar,J-Anand,V/Munich 1991/CBM 23 (65) )

12.N d4 B g6 13.a4 0–0  (¹13...N xd2 14.b x d2 0–0  Krasenkow )  14.N x e4 B

x e4 15.a x b5 a x b5 16.R x a8 R x a8 17.B x e4 dxe4 18.e6 fxe6 19.N xb5²

½–½ Luther,T-Krasenkow,M/Asti 1996/CBM 57 (34)]

11...N c5 12.B c2 B f5 [12...d4 13.N b3 dxc3 14.Q x d7+ b x d7 15.b x c3 N

a4 16.B d2 N d8 17.NB d4 g6 18.b x a4 b x a4 19.B g5± 1–0 Short,N-

Motwani,P/Isle of Lewis 1995/CBM 49 (46)]

13.b x f5 [13.N f1 b x c2 14.Q x c2 0–0 15.B e3 N e6 16.R a d1 f6 17.exf6 b

x   f6   18.N   g3   R   a   d8=   ½–½   Zapata,A-Rodriguez   Cespedes,A/Bogota

1991/TD (27)]

13...Q x f5 14.N b3 [14.N f1 Q d3  (14...R d8 15.N d4 N xd4 16.cxd4 N d3

 17.Q c2 Q g6 18.R d1 N xe5 19.Q x c7 N c6 20.B f4 0–0 21.R a c1 R c8

 22.R x c6 Q g4 23.Q x e7 R x c6 24.R c1 R x c1 25.b x c1 Q x d4÷  0–1

Henao,R-Cunha Pereira,S/Buenos Aires 1991/EXT 2000 (38) )  15.B e3 0–0–

0 16.Q c1 K b7 17.b x c5 b x c5 18.b4 B b6 19.a4± 1–0 Boleslavsky,I-

Kortschnoj,V/Moscow 1966/EXT 99 (42)]

14...R d8 15.N xc5 b x c5 16.B e3!N  [Svidler clearly indicates, that black

stil  has problems to solve in this position.]

[16.B g5 R d7 17.B e3 B e7 18.a4 0–0 19.a x b5 a x b5 20.Q b3 R b8 21.N

d4 N xd4 22.cxd4 c5 23.dxc5 d4 24.B d2 ½–½ Borsos,B-Karsa,L/Zalakaros

1991/TD (24)]

16...B e7  [Probably safer was 16...b x e3 17.R x e3 0–0 18.N d4 N xd4

19.cxd4 f6]

17.N d4 N xd4 [17...Q g6 18.a4?]

18.cxd4 c5! [Typical breakthrough for this opening variation.]

19.dxc5 d4 20.b x d4! 0–0? [This is quite inconsistent.]

[20...b x c5 21.b x c5 R x d1 22.Raxd1 I guess, that Anand was concerned

about this position, and indeed, white has excellent compensation for the

queen. However, after 22...h5! black has sufficient defensive resources, for

instanse: 23.R d5 R h6 24.R e d1 Q c8²]

21.c6?! [21.R c1 b x c5 22.R x c5 Q f4 23.g3 Q x d4 24.Q x d4 R x d4 25.R

e2±]

21...R d5?! [21...B c5? 22.b x c5 R x d1 23.Raxd1+–; 21...B b4! 22.c7™

(22.R e3?? B c5 23.R d3  (23.b x c5? R x d1+ 24.R x d1 Q c2–+)  23...Q e4µ)

22...b x e1 23.cxd8Q R x d8 24.Q x e1 R x d4 and black's active pieces

gives him good survival chances.]

22.R c1 R c8 23.g3 Q e6 [Black captures the ?c6, but stil  remains a pawn

down without any compensation.]

24.Q d3 R x c6 25.R x c6 Q x c6 26.Q e4 g6 [Very dangerous for black is

26...Q c4 27.B c3 Q x a2 28.e6‚]

27.B  c3  Q   e6   28.K   g2  h5  [Anand   is   building   his   defense  on  the   white

squares, which makes difficult for white to achieve progress in the position.]

29.h3 R d8 30.a3 [White's possible plan can be connected with advance of

the kingside pawns (g3–g4,K g2–g3,f2–f4, etc.).]

30...R c8 [Threatening 31...b x a3.]

31.R e3 R c4 32.Q a8+ R c8 33.Q b7 R d8 34.B a5! R e8 35.R d3! K f8

[35...Q x e5? 36.R e3+–]

36.R d7? [Strange decision. Svidler goes for simplification, which increases

black's drawing chances.]

[Simple and good was 36.B c3 keeping all the benefits in the position.]

36...Q x e5 37.R x e7 [The position transforms now to queens endgame.]

37...R x e7 38.B b4 Q e6 39.b x e7+ Q x e7 40.Q x a6 Q e4+ 41.K h2 Q d4

42.Q c8+ K e7 43.Q b7+ K e6 44.Q c6+ K e7 45.Q c2 [Now, if there was

white's turn, he could play h3–h4 getting good winning chances, but...]

45...h4! [Important move, which gives black reasonable drawing chances, 

since the white king wil  be exposed to checks.]

46.g4 Q e5+ 47.K g2 Q d5+ 48.K g1 Q e5 49.Q d2 [Logical was 49.b3 Q

a1+ 50.K g2 Q x a3 51.Q e2+ K f8 52.Q x b5±]

49...K f8 50.Q c3 Q g5 51.Q e3?! [It was a right time for 51.b3 intending to

create a passed pawn.]

51...Q d5 52.K f1 [52.Q h6+ K g8 53.Q x h4?! Q d4² capturing one of white's

queenside pawns.]

52...Q d1+ 53.K g2 Q d5+ 54.Q f3 Q a2 55.Q b7 Q c4 [55...Q x b2? was

falling into a trap: 56.a4 b4 57.a5 Q a3 58.a6 b3 59.a7 b2 60.a8Q++–]

56.Q a8+ K g7 57.Q f3 Q a2 58.Q c3+ K g8 59.K f3  [Svidler decides to

transfer his king to queenside, but this plan does not yield him much.]

59...Q d5+ 60.K e2 Q e4+ 61.K d2 Q d5+ 62.K c2 Q g2 63.Q e3 Q c6+

64.K d2 Q d5+ 65.K c2 Q c6+ 66.K b1 Q d5 67.f4?! [This move weakens

the g3 square, which can be used by black.]

[Again, why not 67.b3 ?]

67...Q g2 68.K a2 Q g3 69.Q b3 K f8 [The weakness of the h3 pawn gives

black sufficient counterplay to maintain the balance.]

70.f5 [The last chance to achieve progress in the position.]

70...gxf5 71.gxf5 Q e5 72.f6 K g8!= 73.Q f3 K h7 74.Q g4 Q d5+ 75.K b1

Q h1+ 76.K c2 Q c6+ 77.K d2 Q x f6 78.Q h5+ K g7 79.Q x b5 Q f4+ 80.K

c3 Q c1+ [Again Anand showed his ability to survive in tough positions.]

[80...Q c1+ 81.K b3 Q e3+ 82.K a2 Q x h3 83.Q g5+ K f8 84.Q d8+=]

½–½

 (29) Kramnik,Vladimir (2744) - Adams,Michael (2719) [C91]

Dortmund SuperGM 33rd Dortmund (5), 12.07.2005

 [Erenburg,S]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.d4 d6 9.c3 B g4 10.B e3 [strengthening the centre.]

[Another theoretical possibility is 10.d5 1–0 Comp Hydra-Adams,M/London

2005/CBM 108_01/[Erenburg] (28) ]

10...exd4 11.cxd4 N a5 [transfering the knight to c4.]

12.B c2 N c4 13.B c1 c5 14.b3  [driving away the knight from the active

position, as well as preparing to fianchettoe the dark-squared bishop.]

14...N b6 15.NB d2 [15.B b2 cxd4 16.NB d2 N fd7 17.h3 B h5 18.g4 d3 19.b

x d3 N c5 20.B c2 B g6 21.N d4 Q d7 22.f4 f6 23.N2f3 Rfe8 24.N f5 B f8

25.Q d4 Q a7 26.K h1 R a c8 27.R a c1² 1–0 Polgar,S-Slobodjan,R/Bad

Homburg 1996/CBM 055/[Wedberg] (48)]

15...N fd7 [intending to place the dark-sqaured bishop on a long diagonal, 

and sometimes, Black's knight can occupy the c5 square.]

[15...R c8 16.h3 B h5 17.g4 B g6 18.d5 N fd7 19.N f1 R e8 20.N g3 B f6

21.R b1÷ 1–0 Grischuk,A-Sokolov,I/Bled 2002/EXT 2003 (46)]

16.h3 B h5 17.B b2 [Another option is 17.g4 B g6 18.d5 B f6 19.R b1 R e8

20.N   f1   h6   21.K   g2   R   c8   22.N   g3   c4   23.R   e2÷   0–1   Dominguez,L-

Bologan,V/Poikovsky RUS 2005/The Week in Chess 539 (52)]

17...R e8 [17...R c8 is also possible: 18.R c1 R e8 19.B b1 cxd4 20.b x d4 B

f6   21.R   x   c8   Q   x   c8   22.Q   c1   Q   b7   23.Q   a3   b   x   f3   24.N   xf3²   1–0

Tseshkovsky,V-Vogt,L/Leipzig 1975/MCL/[Bul etin] (41)]

18.a4  [White is creating some pressure on the queenside, as wel  as he

adds an option of driving away the knight from b6.]

[White didn't get anything special after 18.Q b1 B g6 19.a4 d5 20.a x b5 a x

b5   21.R   x   a8   Q   x   a8   22.dxc5   N   xc5   23.e5   N   e6=   ½–½   Adams,M-

Sokolov,I/Wijk aan Zee NED 2005/The Week in Chess 533 (31)]

18...b x a4 19.b x a4 R b8!N [Improvement in comparison to:]

[19...cxd4 20.a5 d3 21.B b1!  (21.b x d3? N c5)  21...N c8 22.b x d3 N c5 23.B

c4² 1–0 Sax,G-Mazi,L/Bled 1994/TD (42)]

20.a5 [Another logical continuation is 20.R b1 cxd4  (20...d5 21.a5 N c4 22.N

 xc4 dxc4 23.B a4²)  21.a5  (21.b x d4 B f6 22.B e3 d5)  21...b x f3 22.Q x f3 N

e5 23.Q e2 NB d7 24.b x d4 R x b1 25.R x b1 Q x a5=; 20.R a2!? looks very

interesting...]

20...N c8 [Now Black's knight is wil ing to occupy the b5 square via a7.]

[Black  doesn't equalize after 20...N d5 21.N c4 N c7 (21...N f4 22.B c1

 (22.dxc5 N xc5)  22...N e6 23.g4 B g6 24.d5 N c7 25.B f4²) 22.R b1²]

21.N c4 N a7 22.dxc5 [22.R b1 N b5 23.dxc5  (23.d5 B f6)  23...N xc5 24.Q

d5 b x f3 25.gxf3 N e6„; 22.d5 B f6=]

22...N xc5 23.Q d2 [al owing Black to worsen White's pawn structure.]

[May be White should have prevented the exchange on f3 by 23.Q d4 B f8

(23...B f6 24.e5 N c6  (24...N b5 25.Q d5 b x f3 26.Q x f3 dxe5 27.b x e5²)

25.Q x d6 Q x d6 26.N xd6±) 24.N fd2 B g6= ?25.N b6?! N c6 26.Q c3 N

xa5³]

23...b   x   f3   24.gxf3   N   c6  [geting   the   b4   square   for   the   rook   or   for   the

knight...]

[24...Q c8 isn't better. 25.K h2 Q e6 26.N b6 N c8 27.R g1 B f8  (27...B f6

 28.b x f6 Q x f6 29.N d5+–)  28.Q b4²]

25.R a d1?! [White allows Black to eliminate the a5 pawn, which promises

Adams better position.]

[Probably, better was 25.R a b1 Q d7  (25...R b5 26.B c3 B f6 27.b x f6 Q x

 f6 28.Q x d6 R e6 29.Q c7 g6÷)  26.K h2 Q e6 27.R g1 N e5 28.b x e5  (28.N

 xe5 R x b2³)  28...dxe5 29.Q d5 R x b1 30.R x b1 Q f6 31.Q x e5 Q x f3 32.K

g1  (32.Q x e7 Q f4+–+)  32...g6³; 25.K h2 is met by 25...B g5!³]

25...N xa5! 26.N xa5 R x b2 27.N c4 R b8 28.e5 [White doesn't equalize

after 28.N xd6 b x d6 29.Q x d6 Q c8³]

28...d5 [Worse is 28...dxe5 in view of 29.b x h7+ K h8 30.Q c2 Q c7  (30...Q

 c8 31.N xe5±)  31.R x e5  (31.N xe5 B f6µ)  31...B f6 32.R h5÷]

29.Q x d5 Q x d5 30.R x d5 R b4 [driving away the knight from his excellent

position.]

31.N e3 g6 [covering the f5 square.]

[After 31...N e6 32.R a5= white succeeds to win the a6 pawn.]

32.R a1 R a8 [intending to push forward the "a" pawn.]

33.Rdd1 [preparing the d5 square for the knight and coordinating the rooks

on the first rank.]

33...K f8 [protecting the bishop.]

[33...R b2 34.R a c1]

34.R a2 [covering the second rank.]

34...R a b8 35.N d5 R b2 36.Rda1 B h4! 37.N e3! [After 37.f4 Black gets an

obvious advantage: 37...R x a2 38.R x a2 R d8 39.N c3 R d2µ]

37...B g5 [White is near to equality after 37...R x a2 38.R x a2 R d8 39.N g2³

/=]

38.N d5 [Worse is 38.N g2 B d2 39.f4 N e6 40.B d3 a5µ]

38...B d2 39.f4 R x a2 40.R x a2 R d8 [taking control over the "d" file.]

41.N f6 [41.N e3 leads to losing endgame. 41...b x e3 42.fxe3 R d2µ /–+]

41...b x f4 42.R a5! [driving away the knight from the key position.]

[42.N xh7+ K g7 43.N f6 R d2µ]

42...N e6 [42...b x e5 43.N xh7+ K g7 44.R x c5 B d4 45.R c7=; Of course

not 42...R c8?? 43.R x c5!+–]

43.N xh7+ K g7 44.N f6 R c8  [Black has some chances after 44...b x e5

45.N g4 B d4 46.R x a6 N f4³]

45.B a4 R c5 [45...N c5 46.B d7=]

46.R x c5 [The exact way for a draw.]

[46.R x a6 b x e5 47.N d7 R c1+ 48.K g2 B c7 49.R c6 N f4+ 50.K f3 R x c6

51.b x c6 N xh3³]

46...N xc5 47.B c6 a5 [47...b x e5 48.N d7=]

48.N d7= N e6 49.K g2 g5 [49...N d4 50.B a4=]

50.B a4 N d4 51.N c5 b x e5 52.N b3= [After White exchanges knights, the

endgame is a dead draw.]

52...N xb3 53.b x b3 K f6 54.K f3 B d4 55.K e2 K e7 56.f3 f6 57.K d3 B e5

58.K e4

½–½

 (30) Leko,Peter (2740) - Mamedyarov,ShaK hriyar (2709) [C72]

Corus Wijk aan Zee (11), 27.01.2006

 [Finkel,A]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 d6 5.0–0 B d7 6.d4 exd4 7.N xd4 b5

8.N xc6 b x c6 9.B b3 N f6 10.N c3 [10.f3 B e7 11.c4 0–0 12.N c3 b4 13.N

d5 N xd5 14.cxd5 B b5 15.R f2 c5 16.dxc6 Q b6 17.Q e1 d5 18.b x d5 B c5

19.c7² Ivanchuk,V-Huebner,R/Munich 1994 ]

10...B e7 11.R e1 0–0 12.a4 b4?! [This move is obviously an inaccuracy as

Black's pawn is pretty vulnerable on b4. The best proof that 12...b4?! isn't

the best reaction is probably the fact that Mamedyarov himself refrianed

from playing it in his later game!]

[12...R e8 13.Q d3  (13.Q f3 b4 14.N d5 N xd5 15.exd5 B d7 16.B d2 B f6

 17.b   x   b4   b   x   b2   18.R   x   e8+   b   x   e8   19.R   e1   a5   20.B   d2²   Shirov,A-

Short,N/Dubai 2002 )  13...R b8 14.B g5 N d7 15.a x b5 a x b5 16.b x e7 R x

e7 17.N d5 R e5 18.N b4 B x e4 19. N c5 20.N c6 N xd3 21.N xd8  ½–½

Vachier Lagrave,M-Mamedyarov,S/Moscow 2006]

13.N d5 b x d5?! [Another dubious move after which Black finds himself

under severe pressure without too many chances to get active counterplay. ]

[13...a5 14.B d2 N xd5 15.exd5 B d7 16.c3 b x c3 17.b x c3 B f6 18.R c1²]

14.exd5 N d7 [14...a5 15.B c4 N d7 16.B b5 N c5 17.B c6 R b8²]

15.a5! [The bishop is heading for c6.]

15...N c5 16.B a4! R b8 [Of course Black couldn't take on a4 as he wouldn't

be able to protect the pawn on b4. 16...N xa4 17.R x a4 R b8 18.Q d3 R b5

19.B d2±]

17.B c6 B f6  [Maybe   17...B g5 was more persistant : 18.Q e2 b x c1

19.Raxc1 Q f6 20.b3² and it would've been more difficult for White to break

through without the dark-squared bishop.]

18.Q e2 B d4 19.R b1  [There is no need to give Black counterplay after

19.Q e7?! b3 20.c3 b x c3 21.Q x d8 Rfxd8 22.b x c3 b2 23.b x b2 R x b2

24.R e7 R c8 25.R a e1 g6 26.h4²]

19...Q f6 20.R d1 [20.Q d2 h6 21.Q f4²]

20...h6 21.Q d2 Rfe8? [Black's position is quite difficult anyway, but after the

correct]

[21...B c3! 22.Q e2   (22.Q e3 b3 23.cxb3 R x b3)   22...B d4 23.g3± White

would have to work  much harder to capitalize his positional advantage.; 

21...B e5?! 22.f4 b3 23.fxe5 Q g6 24.R a1 b x c2 25.R f1 N b3 26.Q c3 N

xa1 27.b4±]

22.b x e8 R x e8 23.Q f4+– b3 24.c3 Q e7 25.B d2 [25.Q x d4?? Q e1+

26.R x e1 R x e1#]

25...B e5 26.Q g4 N e4 27.B e3 g6 28.g3 B g7 29.R e1 h5 30.Q e2 h4 31.Q

x a6 f5 32.Q b5 B e5 33.a6 hxg3 34.fxg3 K f7 35.a7 R h8 36.Q b8 R x h2

37.a8Q

1–0

 (31) Topalov,Veselin (2739) - Morozevich,Alexander (2742) [C78]

Cannes NAO Masters Cannes (1), 22.02.2002

 [Stohl,I]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 b5 [If Black doesn't fancy

the solid classical 5...?e7, he can strive for a more active development of his

?f8. This plan is very popular nowadays and has its adherents at the highest

level.]

[Also playable is the immediate 5...B c5 but this gives White's ? a choice

after 6.c3 b5 ¹7.B c2!?  (7.B b3 d6 8.a4  can after  8...R b8  lead to the game

position.  )   7...d6   ( Central action leads to an unpleasant position almost by

force:  7...d5 8.d4 dxe4 9.N xe5 N xe5 10.dxe5 Q x d1 11.R x d1 N g4 12.B x

 e4 N xf2 13.B c6+ K e7 14.R d5 B b6 15.B g5+! f6 16.exf6+ gxf6 17.B h4 N

 g4+ 18.K h1 R b8 19.N d2 B e6 20.R h5 K f7 21.h3 N e5 22.R h6! N g6

 23.R f1 f5 24.B g5?  Svidler,P-Grischuk,A/Biel/2001/ )   8.d4 B b6 9.a4 B g4

10.a x b5 a x b5 11.R x a8 Q x a8 12.h3 B h5 13.d5 N a7 14.B g5 N d7 15.N

a3 0–0 16.Q e2 R b8 17.R d1 Q b7 18.b4 c5 19.dxc6 Q x c6 20.Q d3 B c7

21.g4 B g6 22.N h4± ?,Hracek,Z-Slobodjan,R/Lippstadt/2000/]

6.B b3 B c5 [The ArK hangelsk line was once connected mainly with]

[6...B b7 but the ? can often be effectively used on the ? c8–h3.]

7.a4 [The popularity of 6...?c5 stems also from the fact, that White doesn't

get any advantage after the seemingly tempting]

[7.N xe5 N xe5 8.d4 b x d4 9.Q x d4 d6 e.g., 10.f4 N c6  (10...c5!? 11.Q d1 N

 g6 12.B d5 N xd5 13.Q x d5 R b8 14.Q h5 B b7 15.N c3 b4 16.f5 b x c3

 17.fxg6   fxg6   18.Q   h3   Q   e7   19.e5   R   f8   20.R   x   f8+=  ½,Ivanchuk,V-

Anand,V/Riga Tal mem/1995/ )  11.Q c3 B b7 12.e5 N e4 13.Q e3 N a5 14.N

d2 N xb3 15.cxb3 N xd2 16.b x d2 0–0 17.B c3 Q h4 18.R a e1 Rfe8 19.Q f2

Q x f2+ 20.R x f2 dxe5= ½,Anand,V-Topalov,V/Linares/1997/]

7...R b8 [In the spirit of the note to move 6, but the traditional]

[7...B b7 is playable as well: 8.d3 0–0 9.N c3 N a5 10.a x b5 N xb3 11.cxb3 a

x b5 12.R x a8 b x a8 13.N xe5 d5 14.B g5 dxe4!?  (14...B e7°)  15.dxe4 Q x

d1 16.R x d1 b4 17.b x f6 b x c3 18.b x c3 gxf6 19.N d7 B d6 20.N xf8 Kxf8

21.f3 h5 22.h4 K e7 23.K f2 B b7 24.c4 B e5 25.R d2 B c8 26.R d5 B e6

27.R a5 c5!= Kasparov,G-Kramnik,V/WCh London/2000/]

8.c3   d6   9.d4   B   b6   10.a   x   b5   a   x   b5   11.N   a3  [Nowadays   the   main

continuation, which causes Black most problems.]

[An earlier attempt was 11.h3 0–0 12.R e1 B b7   ( Food for thought is also

 12...R e8!? 13.N a3 b4 14.N c4 b x c3 15.b x c3 exd4 16.N xb6 R x b6

 17.cxd4 N x e4 18.b x f7+ Kxf7 19.  20.N g5+ K g8 21.N x e4 B f5 22.N g5 N

 e7 23.g4 B g6 24.N e6  Anand,V-Topalov,V/Wijk aan Zee/1998/  24...Q b8!„ 

 25.d5 B f7 26.N xg7? Kxg7 27.Q d4+ K f8 28.B h6+ K e8 29.R e1 R b1–+)

13.N a3 exd4 14.cxd4 N a5 15.B c2 b4 16.N b1 c5 17.B g5 h6 18.B h4 when

later games showed 18...cxd4! is playable:   (18...b3?! 19.b x b3 g5? 20.N

 xg5! hxg5 21.b x g5 cxd4 22.R a3!‚ N c6 23.B a2 N e5 24.R g3 K h7 25.f4

 Ned7   26.e5+–   Hracek,Z-Shirov,A/Bundesliga   9798/1997/ )   19.Q   d3   R   e8

20.NB d2 N c6 21.N c4 B c7!? 22.N xd4 N xd4 23.Q x d4 d5„]

11...0–0 [Black is practical y forced to sacrifice a ?.]

[11...b4?! 12.N c4 0–0 13.B a4±; 11...B a6 12.R e1 h6  (12...0–0?! 13.B g5‚)

13.N c2 B b7 14.N e3?]

12.N xb5 B g4!? [The alternative is the immediate 12...exd4 13.cxd4 B g4

Black has strong pressure against White's ? and the exposed minor pieces

on   the   b-file   give   him   various   tactical   chances,   for   example:   The   most

problems are however caused by Anand's recent idea 14.R a3!? (14.R e1 N

xd4  (14...d5!?°)  15.Nb x d4 b x d4 16.b x f7+ R x f7 17.Q x d4 b x f3 18.gxf3

Q d7°) 14...R e8 (14...d5!? 15.e5 N e4 16.Q d3²  (16.B e3? N xe5!³) ) 15.R

e1 d5 16.e5 N e4 17.B e3 B a5  (17...N xe5 18.dxe5 b x e3 19.R x e3 R x b5

 20.B a4±)  18.N a7 b x f3 19.gxf3!  (19.Q x f3 N xd4 20.b x d4 b x e1 21.N c6

 Q d7 22.N xb8 R x b8 23.R a7 B b4 24.B a4 Q e7 25.Q e3 h6 26.B c6 B c5²

Galkin,A-Prokopchuk,E/Moscow Aeroflot/2002/ )   19...b x e1 20.fxe4 N xa7

21.R x a7 dxe4 22.B a4 b x f2+!? 23.b x f2 Q g5+ 24.B g3 R e d8 25.R x c7

Q e3+ 26.K h1 R x d4 27.Q b3! Q f3+ 28.K g1 Rdd8 29.Q x f3 exf3 30.b3±

Anand,V-Tkachiev,V/FIDE WCh Moscow/2001/  (30.R c2!?±) ]

13.B c2 [But the blockade deserves closer attention: 13.d5!? N e7  (13...N x

 e4 14.dxc6 N xf2 15.R x f2 b x f2+ 16.Kxf2 R x b5 17.B d5 b x f3 18.gxf3! Q

 h4+ 19.K g2±   Acs,P-Blehm,P/Budapest zt/2000/ )   14.B c2   (14.Q d3 N d7

 15.B d1 f5 16.exf5 b x f5 17.Q c4 N f6 18.B g5 h6 19.b x f6 R x f6 20.N d2 Q

 e8 21.B e2 Q f7 22.B f3 N g6 23.K h1 B d7 24.N a3 R f8° ?,Fressinet,L-De

Vreugt,D/Zug/2001/ )  14...b x f2+  (14...N g6 15.h3 B h5 16.Q d3! N f4 17.b x

 f4 exf4 18.NB d4 b x d4 19.N xd4 R x b2 20.N c6 Q d7 21.f3± õh5,Acs,P-

Estrada Nieto,J/HUN-chT/2000/ )  15.R x f2 R x b5 16.b4² ??; After 13.B e3

tactics work for Black: 13...exd4 14.cxd4 N x e4! 15.B d5 Q e8„ 

16.Q c2?! b x f3!  (16...N b4? 17.Q x e4 Q x b5 18.Q x g4  a Sh6  18...N xd5

 19.B h6±)  17.b x c6  (17.gxf3 N b4 18.N xc7 N xc2 19.N xe8 N d2!µ)  17...Q

e6 18.gxf3 Q g6+µ 19.K h1? N g3+]

13...h6?!N  [To  waste   a   tempo   on   prophylaxis   in   such   a   sharp   position

seems suspect.]

[13...b x f3 14.Q x f3  (14.gxf3!?  is the principled alternative.  )  14...exd4 15.B

g5 h6 16.B h4 dxc3 17.b x c3 N e5 18.Q e2 N g6 19.B g3 R e8 20.R a d1 Q

d7 21.N d4 Q g4 22.f3 Q g5 23.f4 Q h5 24.R f3 N h4 25.b x h4= ½,Polgar,J-

Shirov,A/Linares/1997/; 13...d5 14.exd5 

a) 14.B g5 exd4 15.cxd4 b x f3 16.Q x f3 dxe4  (16...b x d4!? 17.exd5 Q x

 d5=)  17.B x e4 N xd4=; 

b) 14.h3 b x f3 15.Q x f3 exd4 16.B g5 B c5  (16...dxc3 17.b x c3²)  17.b x f6

Q x f6 18.Q x f6 gxf6 19.N xc7 R x b2 20.B a4 dxc3!? 21.N xd5  (21.b x c6 R

 c8 22.N xd5 R x c6=; 21.N a6!?)  21...N e5 22.N xc3 N d3°; 

14...Q x d5 15.dxe5 Q x b5 16.B a4!  (16.exf6 RB d8÷)  16...b x f3 17.Q x f3! 

N xe5 18.b x b5 N xf3+ 19.gxf3 b x f2+ 20.Kxf2 R x b5 21.R a7² White gets a

somewhat better ? practical y by force, even later in the game we wil  see

such positions don't suit Morozevich too well.]

14.dxe5?! [This isn't an ideal solution, as it activates Black's forces.]

[On the following day Morozevich dared to repeat the line, but the first to

improve was his opponent: ¹14.d5!? N e7 15.h3 B h5 16.K h1 N x e4?! 

 (16...b x f2 17.N xd6±)  17.B x e4 f5 18.B c2 Q e8 19.B a4 e4 20.N xc7 Q f7

21.N e6 exf3 22.gxf3 Q f6 23.N xf8 R x f8 24.B b5 Q h4 25.K g2 g5 26.R a4

f4 27.B d7 N g6 28.R e4 N e5 29.R x e5 dxe5 30.Q d3 K g7 31.Q e4 B c7

32.B f5+– Leko,P-Morozevich,A/NAO Cannes/2002/; 14.B e3 d5„ ?  (14...b x

 d4? 15.cxd4 R x b5 16.B a4+–) ; 14.R e1!? also seems better than the text

move.]

14...N xe5 15.NB d4 d5  [White is close to consolidation, so Black must

act. ]

[Perhaps it was here Morozevich wanted to improve with 15...c5! 16.N b3!? 

a)  16.h3 cxd4 17.hxg4 dxc3 18.g5 cxb2 19.b x b2 N fg4! 20.N xe5 N xe5

21.gxh6 b x f2+=; 

b) 16.N f5 N xf3+ 17.gxf3 b x f5 18.exf5 d5° ??; 

c)  16.N b5 b x f3 17.gxf3 Q d7! 18.f4™   (18.N xd6? Q h3 19.B f4 N xf3+

 20.K h1 N g4–+)  18...Q x b5 19.fxe5 dxe5 20.Q f3 R a8!?=; 

16...N   h7!°   ??g5,?f6   and   the   nagging   pin   gives   Black   compensation.; 

Simplistic is 15...b x d4? 16.cxd4 N xf3+ 17.gxf3 B h3 18.R e1± and White

has both a positional and material advantage.]

16.exd5 [¹16.h3!? dxe4 

a) 16...B h5 17.g4 N xf3+ 18.Q x f3  (‹18.N xf3 B g6÷)  18...dxe4  (18...B g6? 

 19.N c6±)  19.Q g2! b x d4 20.gxh5+– ??h6?; 

b) 16...N xf3+ 17.N xf3± leads nowhere.; 

17.hxg4 exf3 18.g5! hxg5 (18...fxg2 19.R e1! N fd7  (19...N fg4?! 20.Kxg2 

f3 )  20.gxh6 Q h4 21.Kxg2!? N g4 22.h7+ K h8 23.Q f3±) 19.N xf3 Q x d1

20.R x d1 N xf3+ 21.gxf3² ?? gives White a slightly better version of the

game position-his ?b2 is not under direct pressure and he can preserve his

strong ?.]

16...Q x d5™ [16...b x d4?! 17.Q x d4 N xf3+ 18.gxf3 b x f3 19.c4±]

17.h3 [17.B f4 b x d4 18.b x e5 b x e5=  (18...Q x e5!? 19.cxd4 Q h5°) ]

17...B h5 [

c5,?d4]

18.g4! [White has to get rid of the pin, so he initiates a tactical sequence, 

which transposes the game into an ?.]

[18.B f4?! b x d4 19.b x e5 b x e5 20.Q x d5 N xd5 21.N xe5 R x b2³]

18...N fxg4 [After 16.h3!? Black didn't have this option.]

19.N xe5 [19.hxg4? b x g4 20.N xe5 b x d1 21.Ndc6  (21.Nec6 RB e8 22.R x

 d1 Q h5‚)  21...Q x e5  (21...Q c5!? 22.b x d1 RB e8³)  22.N xe5 b x c2 23.N

d7 R a8 24.B e3 R x a1 25.R x a1 R d8 26.N xb6 cxb6 27.b x b6 R b8³ ?]

19...N   xe5  [19...N   e3!?   20.b   x   e3   b   x   d1   21.Nec6   B   c5   (21...Q   h5!?)

22.Rfxd1  (22.b x d1 R x b2 23.B f3 Q c4³)  22...R x b2 23.R d2÷]

20.Q x h5 b x d4 21.Q f5 N f3+ [21...g6?! 22.Q e4± ×h6]

22.K h1 Q x f5 23.b x f5? [/?]

23...B f6 [Pins the ? to c1.]

[‹23...B b6 24.B e4 N h4 25.B f4?]

24.R a7 [24.B e4 N e5 would probably only transpose.  (24...N g5 25.B g2²) ]

24...c5 [24...R f d8 25.B g4!?  (25.R x c7 N h2! 26.R e1 N f3=  is an attractive

repetition.  )  25...N d2 26.R d1 N e4 27.K g2²]

25.B e4 N e5 26.R d1! [??d5]

[26.B d5 N d3=]

26...N c4 27.B b7 B g5 [27...R f d8 28.R x d8+  (28.B d5?! K h8!„)  28...R x

d8 29.R a8²  (29.K g2!?²) ]

28.b x g5 [28.f4 maintains the ?, but compromises the ?c1 28...B f6÷]

28...hxg5 29.b3 N e5? [This costs Black a pawn and prepares the final

tactical oversight.]

[29...N b6™ 30.B f3   (30.K g2 N c8=)   30...R f d8² /= is passive, but gives

Black reasonable drawing chances.]

30.R d5 Rfe8 31.R x c5 R e7 [Black continues down the lethal path.]

[¹31...N d3 32.R c7  (32.R x g5 N xf2+ 33.K g2 N d1 34.c4±)  32...N xf2+ 33.K

h2 N d3 34.B g2!?±]

32.R b5+– [White can get out of the pin with ?a8, or by advancing his ?c3, 

but he has even a direct threat.]

32...N d3? 33.B e4! [33.B e4   (33...N xf2+ 34.K g2 R e e8 35.R x b8 R x b8

 36.Kxf2+–)  34.R x b8+ K h7 35.R x f7+–]

1–0

 (32) Shirov,Alexei (2739) - Carlsen,Magnus (2714) [C83]

Moscow Tal Memorial 2nd Moscow (6), 16.11.2007

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 B e7 10.c3 0–0 11.R e1 [R e cently, this half-forgotten

move has come back to top level tournaments.]

[In the last few years, the discussion has been mainly around the following

line: 11.B c2 f5 12.N b3 Q d7 13.NB d4 N xd4 14.N xd4 c5 15.N xe6 Q x e6

16.f3 N g5 Black has achieved reasonable practical results.]

11...N c5 12.N d4 [12.B c2 is a normal alternative, but then Black can push

12...d4 with good chances to equalise.]

12...N   xd4  [In   my   opinion,   this   exchange   is   a   strategical   concession, 

because it helps White to strenghten his centre and get an open c-file at his

disposal. Black, for his part, is counting on a pair of bishops in the long run. 

Stil , the alternative 12...?d7 seems to me a more flexible continuation.]

[12...Q d7 13.B c2 B g4 14.f3 B h5 15.N f5?! White should keep up the

blockade   on   d4.  (15.N2b3   looks   much   more   solid.  )   15...B   g6   16.g4?! 

Consequently continuing the dubious idea. 16...d4!  A typical strike in the

centre. 17.cxd4 b x f5 18.b x f5 Q x d4+ 19.K g2 N xe5 20.N b3 Q x d1 21.R

x   d1   N   a4µ   ½–½   Shirov,A (2739)-Ivanchuk,V   (2787)/Moscow   2007/EXT

2008 (53)]

13.cxd4 N d3 [13...N xb3 14.N xb3 Now, Black is not able to make the c7–

c5 thrust. The ?c7 wil  be weak forever. 14...a5 15.Q c2 Q d7 16.B d2 B f5

17.N c5 b x c2 18.N xd7 R f d8 19.R a c1 B  f5 20.N c5 with a stable

advantage   for   White.   1–0   Svidler,P   (2732)-Sutovsky,E   (2655)/Crete

2007/CBM 121 (62)]

14.R e3 N xc1 15.R x c1 c5! [Without this strike Black won't get out of the

pressure. On the other hand, the whole line seems to be in White's favour.]

[15...R c8?! 16.R c6 Q d7 17.R e c3 with strong pressure along the c-file.]

16.dxc5   R   c8   17.R   e   c3?!N  [In   the   previous   games   White   achieved   a

pleasant advantage by the prosaic 17.?d3.]

[17.R d3 Q c7  (17...R x c5 18.R x c5 b x c5 19.N e4 B a7 20.b x d5 Q h4

 21.g3 Q h3 22.b x e6 Q x e6 23.R d5± ½–½ Luther,T (2575)-De Vreugt,D

(2504)/Santo Domingo 2003/CBM 097 ext (61) )  18.b x d5 b x c5 19.N b3 Q

b6 20.N xc5 R x c5 21.R x c5 Q x c5 22.h3± 0–1 Gel er,E-Suetin,A/Moscow

1950/URS-ch (35)]

17...b4 [17...d4 18.R d3 R x c5 19.b x e6 fxe6 20.N f3²]

18.R3c2! [Shirov is ready to sacrifice an exchange.]

18...B f5 19.c6 b x c2 20.R x c2  [In this position White has more than

enough  compensation   for  the  exchange.   His   passed   ?c6  is  very  strong. 

Soon, the knight wil  be transfered to an ideal blockading square d4.]

20...Q a5  [20...Q b6 21.B a4² and White keeps his strong passed pawn. 

 (21.b x d5?! Q d4 22.B f3 Q x e5  helps Black to achieve central and open

lines for his major pieces.  ) ; But, Black could stil  be pretty much in the game

after 20...d4! 21.e6 d3 22.exf7+ K h8]

21.N f3 R f d8 22.N d4 g6 23.e6! [Everything is ready for an attack on the

light squares.]

23...B f6 24.exf7+ Kxf7 25.h4?! [Making 'luft' for the king secures White

from getting mated along the back rank, but actual y this is a waste of time.]

[25.Q g4 R e8 26.Q d7+ K g8 27.R e2!  (27.b x d5+? K h8)  27...R e d8 28.Q

e6+ K g7 29.Q g4 K f7 30.N e6 R x c6 31.N xd8+ Q x d8 32.Q x b4 R c1+

33.R e1 Q b6 34.Q d2 R x e1+ 35.Q x e1 b x b2 36.b x d5+ K f8 Black might

hold this endgame with accurate defence, counting on the opposite coloured

bishops.]

25...Q b6 26.R d2 R d6? [Carlsen definitely missed Shirov's reply. It was

necessary to eliminate the knight.]

[26...b x d4 27.R x d4 R x c6 28.R x d5 K  e7!  An important defensive

resourse.   The   Steinitz   principle   is   working!   The   king   is   able   to   defend

himself in the centre. Black keeps the balance. 29.Q e1+ R e6 30.R e5 R x

e5 31.Q x e5+ K d7 32.Q g7+ K c8 33.Q x h7 R f8 34.Q e7 Q x f2+ 35.K h2

Q f4+ 36.K h3 Q f5+=]

27.N f5! [Such tactical punches are meat and drink to Shirov!]

27...Rdxc6 [27...gxf5 28.R x d5 R x d5 29.Q x d5+ K g7 30.Q f7+ K h6 31.Q

x f6+ K h5 32.B d1# The point of 27.?f5.]

28.b x d5+ [28.R x d5? K f8!]

28...K f8 29.b x c6 R x c6 [29...Q x c6 30.R d6+–]

30.N   e3   b   x   h4   31.Q   f3+   R   f6? [This   move   leaves   the   bishop   totally

misplaced on h4 and loses outright.]

[It was stil  possible to put up very stubborn resistance after 31...B f6 32.N

g4 R e6 33.R d7 Q c6 34.R f7+ Kxf7 35.N e5+ R x e5 36.Q x c6 R e6]

32.Q a8+ K g7 33.Q e4 b3 [Desperation, but there is nothing else he can

do.]

34.a x b3 [34.a x b3 B g5 35.Q e7+ K h6 36.N g4++–]

1–0

 (33) Svidler,Peter (2738) - Bacrot,Etienne (2729) [C91]

EU-chT (Men) 15th Gothenburg (3.1), 01.08.2005

 [Erenburg,S]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 d6

8.c3 0–0 9.d4 [Another theoretical possibility is]

[9.h3 N a5 10.B c2 c5 11.d4 N d7 1–0 Leko,P-Adams,M/Miskolc 2005/CBM

108_01/[Erenburg] (44)]

9...B g4 10.B e3  [White has two main principled attempts to fight for an

advantage. Another one is:]

[10.d5 N a5 11.B c2 1–0 Comp Hydra-Adams,M/London 2005/CBM 108_01/

[Erenburg] (28)]

10...exd4 11.cxd4 N a5 [attacking the light-squared bishops, and, preparing

to carry out c7–c5.]

12.B c2 c5 [Another theoretical possibility is]

[12...N   c4   13.B   c1   c5   ½–½   Kramnik,V-Adams,M/Dortmund   2005/CBM

108_01/[Erenburg] (58)]

13.h3  [White forces black immediately to define the location of his light-

squared bishop. Other continuations are:]

[13.dxc5   dxc5   14.N   c3   N   c4   15.e5   1–0   Nisipeanu,L-Ivanov,A/Moscow

2005/CBM 106/[Wedberg] (26); 13.NB d2 cxd4 14.b x d4 N c6 15.B e3 d5

0–1 Ivanovic,B-Smejkal,J/Zagreb 1985/MCL/[K haritonov] (43)]

13...b x f3 [giving white a pair of bishops. Black can keep his light-squared

bishop on the board as well:]

[13...cxd4 14.b x d4 B h5 15.g4 B g6 16.N c3 R c8 17.R c1 N c6 18.B e3 ½–

½ Kasimdzhanov,R-Adams,M/Tripoli 2004/CBM 102/[Ftacnik] (44)]

14.Q x f3 cxd4 [opening the "c" file for the rook.]

[Black faced some problems after 14...N c4 15.dxc5 dxc5 16.N c3 N d7 1–0

Grischuk,A-Socko,B/Istanbul 2003/CBM 096/[Wedberg] (50)]

15.b x d4 R c8 [Black allowed white to get a pair of bishops and superior

pawn structure. But, black can compensate it by development advantage.]

[15...N c6 1–0 Dominguez,L-Morovic Fernandez,I/Havana 2004/CBM 101/

[Wedberg] (40) ]

16.B b3 [White is ready to change one of his bishops in order to stabilize the

position and to keep a superior pawn structure. White has the following

alternatives:]

[16.Q d1N N d7 17.N c3 B f6 18.R e2 ½–½ Gelfand,B-Bacrot,E/Gothenburg

2005/CBM 109_01/[Erenburg] (30); 16.Q d3 N c6 17.B c3 g6 18.B b3 N d7

19.a3 N c5 20.Q d5 N xb3 21.Q x b3 B f6 22.Q d5 b x c3 23.N xc3 Q f6 24.R

a d1² 1–0 Lanc,A-Mrva,V/SVK 1997/EXT 98 (52).  (51)]

16...N c6 17.Q d1  [White cannot move away the bishop from the central

position. Otherwise, black's c6 knight wil  get some important spots:]

[17.B e3 N e5³; 17.B c3 b4 18.B d2 N d4 19.Q d3 N xb3 20.Q x b3 d5=]

17...d5!N [Black is sacrificing a pawn, but he wil  get a control over the dark

squares. It looks like a serious improvement in comparison to the previous

games, where black haven't equalized:]

[17...a5 18.N c3 a4 19.B d5 N xd4 20.Q x d4 Q a5 21.a3! N d7 22.Q b4± 1–

0 Grischuk,A-Tkachiev,V/France 2003/CBM 95/[Wedberg] (59); 17...N xd4

18.Q x d4 N h5 19.N c3 B f6 20.Q d2 B g5 21.Q e2 N f4 22.Q f3 N g6 23.R e

d1 B f6 24.R a c1² ½–½ Ivanchuk,V-Romanishin,O/73rd ch-UKR, K harkiv

UKR (2.2) 2004 (93)]

[Other continuations are not better:]

18.exd5 [18.b x f6 b x f6 19.exd5 b x b2 20.dxc6 b x a1–+; 18.b x d5 N xd5

19.exd5 Q x d5 20.N c3 Q f5³  (20...Q x d4 21.Q x d4 N xd4 22.R x e7=) ]

18...N xd4 19.Q x d4 B c5  [If we compare the locations of white's light-

squared bishop, that is limitted by his d5 pawn, and black's dark-squared

bishop, that is extremely active on a7–g1 diagonal, it is easy to understand, 

that black has a sufficient compensation.]


20.Q d3  [Doesn't promise too much: 20.Q d2 b4 preventing from white to

complete the development. 21.Q d3  (21.a3 Q b6°)  21...Q b6 22.Q f3  (22.Q

 f5 B d4 23.N d2 b x b2 24.N c4 R x c4 25.b x c4 b x a1 26.R x a1 Q d4=)

22...B d4 23.N d2 b x b2 24.N c4 R x c4 25.b x c4 b x a1 26.R x a1 R c8=

 (26...Q d4 27.R c1 R c8 28.d6÷) ]

20...Q b6 21.Q f3 a5°  [Black has got a full compensation for a sacrificed

pawn. White faces some problems to complete the development, and his

pieces are passive in comparison to black's ones.]

22.N c3 [22.N c3 B d4  (22...a4 23.B c2 a3 24.B f5 a x b2 25.R a b1 b x f2+

 26.Q x f2 Q x f2+ 27.Kxf2 R x c3 28.R x b2 R c5 29.B d3 N xd5 30.b x b5 N

 c3 31.B d3²)  23.R a d1 b x c3 24.b x c3 a4 25.B c2 Q d6°; 22.N d2?! a4

23.B d1 R f d8³]

½–½

 (34) Svidler,Peter (2738) - Naiditsch,Arkadij (2612) [C88]

Dortmund SuperGM 33rd Dortmund (9), 17.07.2005

 [Erenburg,S]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.d4 N xd4!? [Rare continuation. Usual y Black reacts with 8...d6, which

transforms the game to C91 lines.]

[8...d6 9.c3 B g4 10.B e3 strengthening the centre. 10...exd4 11.cxd4 N a5

transfering the knight to c4. 12.B c2 N c4 13.B c1 c5 14.b3 throwing away

the knight from active position, as wel  as preparing to fianchettoe the dark-

squared   bishop.   14...N   b6   See   commented   game½–½   Kramnik,V-

Adams,M/Dortmund   2005/CBM   108_01/[Erenburg]   (58);   8...exd4   gives

White too many possibilities: 9.e5 N e8 10.B d5 B b7 11.N xd4 N xd4 12.b x

b7 R a7 13.Q x d4 R x b7 14.N c3 d6 15.Q e4 Q c8 16.Q c6 dxe5 17.N d5 B

d6 18.a4 R b8 19.R x e5 Q d8 20.R f5 Q h4 21.B f4 b x a4 22.R e1 R x b2

23.Q x e8 g6 24.b x d6 cxd6 25.N e7+ K g7 26.R x f7+ 1–0 Tseshkovsky,V-

Stambulian,A/Krasnodar 2002/CBM 091 ext (26)]

9.N xd4 [9.N xe5 shouldn't be a good move. 9...N xb3 10.a x b3 B b7 and

only Black can be better.]

9...exd4 10.e5 [Of course not 10.Q x d4? c5–+]

10...N e8 11.Q x d4 [Another interesting attempt to fight for an advantage is

11.c3 , but after 11...d5 12.cxd4 c6 13.B c2 g6 14.B h6 N g7 15.N d2 f6

16.exf6 b x f6 Black equalizes: 17.N b3 B g5 18.b x g5 Q x g5 19.Q d2 Q x

d2 20.N xd2 B f5= ½–½ Short,N-Beliavsky,A/Warsaw POL 2004/The Week

in Chess 528 (46)]

11...B b7  [covering the long diagonal. Now White has to move the queen

from d4.]

[11...c5 is already met by 12.Q e4]

12.Q g4 [12.c4!? seems as one of the most logical continuations. 12...b x c4

13.Q x c4 d5 14.exd6 N xd6 15.Q g4 and White's position is slightly better, 

thanks to a superior pawn structure: 15...B f6 16.N c3 R e8 17.B f4² 1–0

AraK hamia,K-Hebden,M/ch-GBR, Scarborough ENG 2004 (50)]

12...c5N [threatening with c5–c4 advance.]

[Black easily eqaulized after 12...d6 13.B f4 c5 14.c4 dxe5 15.b x e5 b4 16.B

c2 g6 17.R d1 Q b6 ½–½ Timofeev,A-K halifman,A/Sochi RUS 2005/The

Week in Chess 547 (17)]

13.c3 [preparing the c2 square for the bishop.]

13...d6 [intending to get a symetrical pawn structure.]

14.exd6 [Other continuations are not better:]

[Dubious is 14.e6 d5 15.B c2   (15.exf7+ R x f7³)   15...N f6 16.Q h3 B c8³; 

14.B f4 dxe5 15.b x e5 N f6 16.Q g3 R e8³]

14...b x d6=  [Black has got a symmetrical pawn structure. His pieces are

located not worse, than the White ones. Therefore, the position is equal.]

[In my opinion, 14...N xd6 equalizes as well: 15.B f4  (15.B h6 B f6 16.B f4 Q

 c8=)  15...Q c8 16.Q h5 Q c6 17.f3 R a e8 18.N d2=]

15.B g5 N f6  [Less clear is 15...Q c7 16.K h1 Q c6 17.N d2÷ with some

chances for white to get an advantage, due to black's misplaced knight on

e8.]

16.Q h4 h6 [forcing White to exchange his dark-squared bishop.]

17.b x f6 Q x f6 18.Q x f6 gxf6 [In spite of White's superior pawn structure, 

Black compensates it with a bishops pair.]

19.N d2 Rfe8 20.B c2 R a d8 21.N e4 [The opponents agreed for a draw, in

view of the fol owing variation:]

[After 21.N e4 the easiest way to get a draw in this position is 21...B x e4

22.B x e4 B c7=]

½–½

 (35) Adams,Michael (2737) - Leko,Peter (2763) [C78]

Miskolc m Miskolc (3), 03.06.2005

 [Finkel,A]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 b5 [Stohl: 'If Black doesn't

fancy the solid classical 5...?e7, he can strive for a more active development

of his ?f8. This plan is very popular nowadays and has its adherents at the

highest level.']

[5...B c5?! 6.c3 b5 7.B c2! d6  (7...d5 8.d4 dxe4 9.N xe5 N xe5 10.dxe5 Q x

 d1 11.R x d1 N g4 12.B x e4 N xf2 13.B c6+ K e7 14.R d5 B b6 15.B g5+! f6

 16.exf6+ gxf6 17.B h4 N g4+ 18.K h1²  Svidler,P-Grischuk,A/Biel/2001 )  8.d4

B b6 9.a4 B g4 10.a x b5 a x b5 11.R x a8 Q x a8 12.h3 B h5 13.d5 N a7

14.B g5 N d7 15.N a3² Hracek,Z-Slobodjan,R/Lippstadt/2000]

6.B b3 B c5 [Stohl: 'The ArK hangelsk line was once connected mainly with']

[6...B b7 Stohl but the ? can often be effectively used on the ? c8–h3.]

7.a4 [7.N xe5 N xe5 8.d4 b x d4 9.Q x d4 d6 10.f4 N c6  (10...c5!? 11.Q d1 N

 g6 12.B d5 N xd5 13.Q x d5 R b8 14.Q h5 B b7 15.N c3 b4 16.f5 b x c3

 17.fxg6   fxg6   18.Q   h3   Q   e7   19.e5   R   f8   20.R   x   f8+=  ½,Ivanchuk,V-

Anand,V/Riga Tal mem/1995/ )  11.Q c3 B b7 12.e5 N e4 13.Q e3 N a5 14.N

d2 N xb3 15.cxb3 N xd2 16.b x d2 0–0 17.B c3 Q h4 18.R a e1 Rfe8 19.Q f2

Q x f2+ 20.R x f2 dxe5= ½,Anand,V-Topalov,V/Linares/1997/]

7...R b8 8.a x b5 a x b5 9.c3 d6 10.d4 B b6 11.N a3 [Stohl: 'Nowadays the

main continuation, which causes Black most problems.']

[An earlier attempt was 11.h3 Stohl 11...0–0 12.R e1 B b7  ( Food for thought

is also  12...R e8!?  Stohl  13.N a3 b4 14.N c4 b x c3 15.b x c3 exd4 16.N xb6

 R x b6 17.cxd4 N x e4 18.b x f7+ Kxf7 19.  20.N g5+ K g8 21.N x e4 B f5

 22.N g5 N e7 23.g4 B g6 24.N e6   Anand,V-Topalov,V/Wijk aan Zee/1998/

 24...Q b8!„ 

 25.d5 B f7 26.N xg7? Kxg7 27.Q d4+ K f8 28.B h6+ K e8 29.R e1 R b1–+)

13.N a3 exd4 14.cxd4 N a5 15.B c2 b4 16.N b1 c5 17.B g5 h6 18.B h4 when

later games showed 18...cxd4! is playable:   (18...b3?!  Stohl   19.b x b3 g5? 

 20.N xg5! hxg5 21.b x g5 cxd4 22.R a3!‚ N c6 23.B a2 N e5 24.R g3 K h7

 25.f4 Ned7 26.e5+–   Hracek,Z-Shirov,A/Bundesliga 9798/1997/ )   19.Q d3 R

e8 20.NB d2 N c6 21.N c4 B c7!? 22.N xd4 N xd4 23.Q x d4 d5„]

11...0–0 [Stohl: 'Black is practical y forced to sacrifice a ?.']

[11...b4?! Stohl 12.N c4 0–0 13.B a4±; 11...B a6 Stohl 12.R e1 h6  (12...0–

 0?!  Stohl  13.B g5‚)  13.N c2 B b7 14.N e3?]

12.N xb5 B g4  [12...exd4 13.cxd4 B g4 Stohl: 'Black has strong pressure

against   White's   ?   and   the   exposed   minor   pieces   on   the   b-file   give   him

various tactical chances, for example:' 14.R a4 Bologans move 

a) 14.R e1 Wedberg can be met by 14...N xd4  (14...d5  Wedberg  15.exd5 N

 xd5 16.h3 B h5 17.g4 B g6 18.N c3  was the start of the facinating game 1–0

Anand,V-Ol ,L/Belgrade   1999/CBM   69/[Tyomkin,D]   (39) ;   14...d5!?°   Stohl )

15.Nb x d4 b x d4 16.h3   (16.b x f7+   Stohl   16...R x f7 17.Q x d4 b x f3

 18.gxf3 Q d7°)  16...b x f3 17.Q x f3 which looks OK for Black.; 

b)  The most problems are however caused by Anand's recent idea 14.R

a3!? Stohl 14...R e8 (14...d5!? Stohl 15.e5 N e4 16.Q d3²  (16.B e3?  Stohl

 16...N   xe5!³)  )  15.R  e1  d5  16.e5  N   e4   17.B   e3   B   a5   (17...N   xe5   Stohl

 18.dxe5 b x e3 19.R x e3 R x b5 20.B a4±)  18.N a7 b x f3 19.gxf3!  (19.Q x

 f3  Stohl  19...N xd4 20.b x d4 b x e1 21.N c6 Q d7 22.N xb8 R x b8 23.R a7

 B   b4   24.B   a4   Q   e7   25.Q   e3   h6   26.B   c6   B   c5²   Galkin,A-

Prokopchuk,E/Moscow Aeroflot/2002/ )  19...b x e1 20.fxe4 N xa7 21.R x a7

dxe4 22.B a4 b x f2+!? 23.b x f2 Q g5+ 24.B g3 R e d8 25.R x c7 Q e3+

26.K   h1   R   x  d4   27.Q   b3!   Q   f3+   28.K   g1   Rdd8   29.Q   x  f3   exf3   30.b3±

Anand,V-Tkachiev,V/FIDE WCh Moscow/2001/  (30.R c2!?±  Stohl ) ; 

14...R e8 15.R e1 h6  (15...B a5!? (Wedberg) Bologan,V  16.N c3 b x c3 17.b

 x c3 ÷)  16.B c2 d5 17.e5 N e4 18.N c3 R x e5? 19.N x e4!± 1–0 Anand,V-

Piket,J/Dortmund 2000/CBM 78/[Wedberg] (28)]

13.B c2!? [13.R e1 1–0 Svidler,P-Shirov,A/Linares 1998/CBM 64/[Svidler]

(37)   Wedberg;   13.B   e3   1–0   Anand,V-Shirov,A/Groningen   1997/CBM   63/

[Anand] (42) Wedberg; 13.R a4!? R e8 14.d5 N e7 15.B c2 N g6 16.h3 B d7

17.c4² Iordachescu,V-Sofronie,I/Bucharest 2000; 13.d5!? N e7  (13...N x e4

 14.dxc6 N xf2 15.R x f2 b x f2+ 16.Kxf2 R x b5 17.B d5 b x f3 18.gxf3! Q

 h4+ 19.K g2±  Acs,P-Blehm,P/Budapest zt/2000/ )  14.B c2 N g6 15.h3 B h5

16.Q d3! N f4 17.b x f4 exf4 18.NB d4 b x d4 19.N xd4 R x b2 20.N c6 Q d7

21.f3± õh5,Acs,P-Estrada Nieto,J/HUN-chT/2000/]

13...exd4 [13...d5!? 14.B g5  (14.exd5 Q x d5 15.dxe5 Q x b5 16.B a4 b x f3

 17.Q x f3 N xe5 18.b x b5 N xf3+ 19.gxf3 b x f2+ 20.R x f2 R x b5 21.B f4²

Sulskis,S-Ganguly,S/Bled 2002 )  14...exd4 15.cxd4 b x f3  (15...dxe4 16.B x

 e4 b x f3 17.Q x f3 N xd4 18.N xd4 Q x d4 19.b x f6  ½–½ Hansen,C-

Gausel,E/Reykjavik 1997 )  16.Q x f3 b x d4  (16...dxe4 17.B x e4 N xd4 18.N

 xd4 Q x d4 19.B c2 h6 20.b x f6 Q x f6 21.Q x f6 gxf6 22.R f d1 R f d8 23.R

 x d8+ ½–½ Harikrishna,P-Ganguly,S/Goa 2002 )  17.exd5 Q x d5 18.Q x d5 N

xd5 19.N xd4 N xd4 20.B e4 N f6= Topalov,V-Shirov,A/Wijk aan Zee 1996; 

13...b x f3 14.Q x f3  (14.gxf3 N h5 15.K h1 Q f6 16.R a4 N f4 17.R g1 N e7

 18.B   e3  Neg6   19.R   g3  N   h5  20.R  g4  h6°    Leko,P-Karjakin,S/Dortmund

2004 )  14...exd4 15.B g5  (15.cxd4 N xd4 16.N xd4 b x d4 17.R b1 c5 18.R

 d1 d5 19.B g5 dxe4 20.B x e4 R e8 21.B d3 h6 22.b x f6 Q x f6 23.Q x f6 b x

 f6 24.b3 B d4 25.R e1 ½–½ Joachim,S-Bacrot,E/Rethymnon 2003 )  15...h6

16.B h4 dxc3 17.b x c3 N e5 18.Q e2 N g6 19.B g3 R e8 20.R a d1 Q d7

21.N d4 Q g4 22.f3 Q g5 23.f4 Q h5 24.R f3 N h4 25.b x h4= ½–½ Polgar,J-

Shirov,A/Linares 1997]

14.Nb x d4!? [This move is a novelty, even though a capture with the knight

isn't a new idea.]

[14.cxd4   R   e8   (14...d5   15.e5   N   e4   16.B   e3   f6„  ½–½   Morozevich,A-

Georgiev,K/Germany 1998/GER-chT (63) )  15.R a4 Q d7 16.Q d3  17.B g5 B

f5 18.b x f6 gxf6 19.N c3 R f4 20.Q d2 b x c2 21.Q x f4 b x a4 22.N

d5‚ Kunte,A-Ganguly,S/Calcutta 2001 ]

14...N   xd4   15.cxd4   b   x   f3   16.gxf3   N   h5   17.K   h1   Q   f6   18.B   e3   N   f4

[18...c5!? 19.e5! dxe5 20.dxc5 R f d8 21.Q e2 B c7 22.B e4±]

19.R a4! [19.Q d2? N e6³]

19...R a8 20.R b4 N e6?! [20...R a1!? 21.Q x a1 N d3 22.B d1  (22.b x d3 Q

 x f3+=)  22...N xb4 23.Q a4 c5 24.R g1²]

21.R g1 Rfb8 22.f4!± c5  [22...N xf4? 23.e5 Q h6 24.R x b6 R x b6 25.Q

f3+–]

23.e5 Q d8 [23...Q h4 24.dxc5 b x c5 25.R x b8+ R x b8 26.R g4 Q h3 27.f5

b x e3 28.fxe6 B c5 29.b4!+–]

24.dxc5 b x c5 25.R x b8 R x b8 26.f5+– b x e3 27.fxe6 B h6 [27...b x f2

28.Q h5! b x g1  (28...g6 29.exf7+ K g7 30.R x g6+ hxg6 31.Q x g6+ K f8

 32.exd6!+–)  29.b x h7+ K h8 30.B f5+ K g8 31.Q x f7+ K h8 32.Q h5+ K g8

33.Q h7+ K f8 34.Q h8+ K e7 35.Q x g7+ K e8 36.B g6#]

28.Q h5 K h8 29.Q x f7 [29.R x g7! Kxg7 30.Q x f7+ K h8 31.Q x h7#]

29...dxe5 30.e7 Q e8 31.Q x e8+ R x e8 32.R d1 B g5 33.B a4! 

1–0

 (36) Shirov,Alexei (2737) - Kortschnoj,Viktor Lvovich (2580) [C83]

EU-chT (Men) 14th Plovdiv (9.1), 20.10.2003

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 B e7 10.c3 0–0 11.B c2 f5 12.exf6 [Another line is

12.N b3 which is probably more promising for white, but Shirov prefers to

play open positions.]

12...N x f6 13.N b3 [13.a4 b4 14.N d4 N xd4 15.cxd4 B d6 16.h3 Q d7 17.N

f3 N e4 18.N e5 Q e7= 1–0 Ricardi,P-Sorin,A/Vil a Gesell 1996/CBM 52

(34); 13.N g5 This move was popular in the past, but nowadays considered

as harmless for black. For instanse: 13...B g4 14.f3 B c8 15.R e1 Q d6 16.Q

e2 B d7 17.N b3 R a e8 18.N e6 b x e6 19.Q x e6+ Q x e6 20.R x e6 B d6=

½–½ Kotov,A-AverbaK h,Y/Moscow 1952/MCD (43)]

13...B g4 14.Q d3 Q d7 [The most solid continuation.]

[In the previous game between the same players Kortschnoj continued with

the hasty 14...N e4   - see Shirov,A-Kortschnoj,V/Reykjavik 2003/CBM 94

[Kortschnoj]]

15.a4N [Logical move, putting pressure on black's queenside pawns.]

[15.NB d4 N xd4 16.cxd4 b x f3 17.Q x f3 g6 18.B h6 R f7 19.R a e1 N g4

20.Q h3 B f6 21.B e3 c6 22.B d1 ½–½ Rohde,M-Kortschnoj,V/Beersheba

1987/CBM 05 (22)]

15...b x a4?! [There was no reason to spoil the pawnstructure right away.]

[Possible improvement is 15...B d6]

16.NB d4! [16.R x a4? b x f3  (16...N e5?? 17.N xe5 Q x a4 18.N d4 Q e8

 19.N xg4+–)  17.Q x f3 N e5µ]

16...N xd4 17.N xd4 a3 [17...c5 18.b x a4 Q c7 19.N f5²]

18.b4 B h5 19.Q f5!² Q x f5 [19...c5 20.b x c5 b x c5 21.Q x d7 (21.N e6? N

e4! 22.Q e5  (22.Q x h5 Q x e6³)  22...R x f2 23.N xc5  (23.B x e4? R x f1+

 24.Kxf1 Q b5+–+)   23...R x f1+ 24.Kxf1 Q f7+ 25.Q f4 N xc5³) 21...N xd7

22.N e6²]

20.N xf5 R f7 21.N xe7+ R x e7 22.R x a3 B e2! [Transfering the bishop to

the queenside, where it wil  defend black's pawn weaknesses.]

23.R e1 R a e8 24.B e3 B b5 25.h3 N e4 26.R d1 c6 27.K h2  [(!) This

subtle move is not particurlarly the best...]

27...N xf2?? [Possible was 27...K f7 keeping slightly worse, but playable

position.]

28.b x f2 R e2 29.R a2!+–  [Oops... Black is losing the exchange and the

game.]

[After 29.R a2 B c4 30.R b2 R x f2 31.b x h7+ Kxh7 32.R x f2 black could

stil   force   white   to   show   some   technique,   but   dissappointed   Kortschnoj

decided to resign.]

1–0

 (37) Giri,Anish (2737) - Tomashevsky,Evgeny (2706) [C88]

Paris FIDE GP Elancourt (3), 24.09.2013

 [ChessBase Website]

1.e4 [3]

e5 [Giri was unable to breach Tomashevsky's Spanish set-up. The Russian

has shown to be unbelievably solid in this opening and he obtained an easy

draw again today.  9]

2.N f3 [15]

N c6 [6]

3.B b5 [3]

a6 [9]

4.B a4 [5]

N f6 [6]

5.0–0 [5]

B e7 [8]

6.R e1 [24]

b5 [9]

7.B b3 [3]

0–0 [10]

8.h3 [5]

B b7 [1:30]

9.d3 [12]

d5 [5:00]

10.exd5 [59]

N xd5 [7]

11.NB d2 [10]

N f4 [4:26]

12.N e4 [50]

N a5 [41]

13.b x f4 [10]

exf4 [4:10]

14.d4 [1:32]

N xb3 [30:49]

15.a x b3 [28]

Q d7N [5]

[15...R e8 16.Q d3 f5 17.N c5 b x c5 18.R x e8+ Q x e8 19.dxc5 Q g6 20.R

e1 R f8 21.R e7 B e4 22.Q d1 c6 23.b4 B d5 24.c3 h6 25.K h2 R f7 26.R x

f7 Q x f7 27.N e5 Q e7 28.Q d4 Q g5 29.N f3 b x f3 30.gxf3 Q h4 31.b3 K h7

32.c4 K g8 33.K g2 Q g5+ 34.K f1 Q h5 35.Q d8+ K h7 36.K e2 Q f7 37.Q

d4 Q e7+ 38.K f1 g5 39.Q d6 Q e8 40.K g2 K g7 41.Q c7+ K g6 42.Q d6+ K

g7 43.h4 Q c8 44.Q e7+ K g6 45.h5+ Topalov,V (2752)-Svidler,P (2749)

Astana 2012 1–0 (101)]

16.Q d3 [8:30]

R a d8 [1:57]

17.c4 [22:30]

B b4 [14:43]

18.N c3 [10:06]

b x c4 [10:51]

19.b x c4 [5]

b x f3 [3]

20.Q x f3 [4]

Q x d4 [12]

21.R e4 [39]

Q d2 [42]

22.R e2 [49]

Q d4 [2:07]

23.R e4 [4]

Q d2 [3]

24.R e2 [3]

Q d4[5]

½–½

 (38) Svidler,Peter (2735) - Motylev,Alexander (2651) [C83]

RUS-ch 57th Moscow (9), 25.11.2004

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 [9.B e3 gained some popularity lately as well.]

9...N c5 10.c3 B e7 [10...d4 11.N g5 leads to a sharp fight.]

11.B c2 d4 [This way black is trying to create an immediate counterplay, or

to force some exchanges and simplify to a playable endgame.]

[More popular continuation is 11...B g4]

12.N b3 [12.N e4 d3 13.N xc5 might lead to the same position as after 12.N

b3. The move in the text gives white another possibility, which took place in

current game...]

12...d3 13.B b1 [Svidler does not want to go for a slightly better endgame, 

probably  being   concerned   that   Motylev   prepared   an   improvement   of   the

game Svidler-Kaidanov...]

[13.N xc5 dxc2 14.Q x d8+ R x d8 15.N xe6 fxe6 16.B e3 R d5 17.c4 b x c4

18.R   a   c1   N   xe5   19.N   xe5   R   x   e5   20.R   x   c2²   1–0   Svidler,P-

Kaidanov,G/Moscow 2003/CBM 94 [Postny,E] (54)]

13...N xb3 14.a x b3 B f5 15.B e3 [Black's far advanced ?d3 wil  not survive

for long, but black has time to create counterplay in the centre.]

15...0–0 16.R e1 [16.N d4 N xd4 17.cxd4 c5 18.b x d3 cxd4 19.B f4 Q d7

20.Q b1 B g6 21.B d2 b x d3 22.Q x d3 f6„ 0–1 Luther,T-MiK halevski,V/Port

Erin 2003/CBM 96 ext (33)]

16...Q d5 17.B d4 R f d8 [A worthy alternative for black is: 17...d2 18.N xd2

 (18.R e2 b x b1 19.R x b1 N xd4 20.N xd4 B g5 21.N f3 B h6 22.N xd2 R a

 d8 23.Q c2 b x d2 24.R d1 Q e6 25.Rdxd2 R x d2 26.Q x d2 Q x b3=; 18.Q x

 d2 b x b1 19.Ra x b1 Q x b3=)  18...b x b1 19.N xb1 N xd4 20.cxd4 b4!„]

18.R e3 N xd4 19.cxd4 [19.N xd4?! B g6]

19...c5 [19...B e4!? 20.b x d3 b x f3 21.Q x f3 Q x f3  (21...Q x d4? 22.b x

 h7+! Kxh7 23.Q h5+ K g8 24.R h3 f5 25.e6+–)  22.R x f3 R x d4 23.b x b5 R

a d8 24.b x a6 R d1+ 25.R x d1 R x d1+ 26.B f1 B c5! and black should hold

the endgame without much difficulties.]

20.b x d3 cxd4 21.R e2  [This position is critical for the evaluation of this

opening line. From the first glance, black seems to be OK. However, if white

wil   manage   to   transfer   his   knight   to   a   blockade   outpost   d3,   black   wil

suffer...]

21...Q e6 [21...b x d3! 22.Q x d3 R a c8 MiK halevski,V]

22.h3 [Covering the g4 square.]

[22.b x f5?! Q x f5 23.N xd4 Q d7!  (23...Q f4 24.R d2 B g5 25.R d3 Q x e5

 26.N f3 Q f6=)  24.R d2 B b4 25.R d3 B c5 26.Q f3 b x d4 27.R a d1 R a c8

28.h3 b x f2+ 29.Kxf2 Q a7+³]

22...R a c8!N  [This obvious move is definitely better than the previously

played 22...?d5.]

[22...R d5?! 23.N e1! a5  (23...R x e5? 24.R x e5 Q x e5 25.Q f3+– )  24.b x

f5 Q x f5 25.N d3² 1–0 Topalov,V-Piket,J/Antwerp 1997/CBM 61/[Winants]

(35)]

23.N e1 R c6 24.Q b1?! [Why not simply to put the knight on d3? 24.b x f5

Q x f5 25.N d3]

24...b x d3 25.Q x d3 h6 26.f4 Q c8 27.N f3?? [Just a big blunder...]

[After the normal prophylactic move 27.K h2 white's chances seems to me

slightly preferable.]

27...R c1+ 28.R e1 [28.R x c1 Q x c1+]

28...Q c2! [The decisive penetration. This move was probably missed by

Svidler, when playing 27.?f3.]

29.Q x c2 R x c2 30.e6  [Desperately trying to create a counterplay, but

Motylev did not miss his chance.]

30...fxe6   31.R   x   e6   B   c5   32.K   h2   d3  [Black's   passed   pawn   is   simply

unstoppable.]

33.R d1 d2 34.K g3 R d3 35.K g4 B b4 36.R e8+ K h7 37.f5 R c1 38.N e5

[The last chance to create a mating net.]

38...R e3

0–1

 (39) Leko,Peter (2735) - Caruana,Fabiano (2781) [C84]

Tata Steel-A 75th Wijk aan Zee (5), 17.01.2013

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.d3 b5 7.B b3 d6

8.a4 B   d7  [This  position  has  been a frequent  guest  in top  tournaments

recently. I also have experience in this line.]

9.c3 [9.B e3 0–0 10.h3 N a5 11.B a2 c5 12.N c3 b4 13.N d5 N xd5 14.b x d5

B c6 15.b x c6 N xc6 16.N d2 d5= 1–0 (62) Volokitin,A (2709)-Postny,E

(2638) Istanbul 2012]

9...0–0 10.B c2 [White moves the bishop away in advance, not allowing the

opponent to play ?c6–a5 followed by c7–c5.]

[10.NB d2; and 10.R e1 are the standard alternatives.]

10...b4 11.R e1 R e8 [11...b x c3 12.b x c3 d5 was played twice by another

top Hungarian grandmaster Zoltan Almasi - a big expert in the Ruy Lopez. 

13.NB d2  (13.h3 B e6 14.NB d2 dxe4 15.dxe4 N d7 16.B b3 N c5 17.b x e6

 N xe6 18.Q c2 N f4 19.N c4 Q d3 20.Q x d3 N xd3 21.R d1 N c5= ½–½ (68)

Almasi,Z (2717)-Adams,M (2724) Caleta 2012 )  13...R e8 14.a5 h6 15.h3 B

d6 16.exd5 N xd5 17.N e4 N f6 18.N g3 R b8 19.N d2 N d5 20.Nde4 B f8

21.B b3 B e6 22.B a4 B d7 23.Q f3 R e6 24.N g5 hxg5 25.Q x d5² ½–½ (73)

Bologan,V (2680)-Adams,M (2724) Caleta 2012]

12.NB d2 N a5?! [This al ows White to expand the centre comfortably.]

[12...R b8 13.N f1   (13.d4 b x c3 14.b x c3 exd4 15.cxd4 N b4   This is the

point of keeping the knight on c6.  16.B b1 h6 17.e5 N fd5  is not frightening

for Black.  ; 13.N c4 B e6=)  13...B f8 14.B g5 h6 15.B h4 B e7 16.h3 N h7

17.B g3 N g5= 1–0 (61) Karjakin,S (2775)-Aronian,L (2815) Beijing 2012]

13.d4² [13.cxb4?! N c6 is Black's dream.]

13...B f8 14.h3 h6 15.B d3 b x c3 16.b x c3 c5 17.d5  [The position is

stabilized. White has long-term pressure thanks to his space superiority.]

17...Q c7?! [Logical, but passive. Probably, Fabiano didn't realize that his

position is strategically quite dangerous.]

[Black's play should be more dynamic: 17...N h5! 18.N c4 N xc4 19.b x c4 Q

f6 20.R b1 B e7 21.B f1 Q g6 22.K h1 B d8 I have no doubt that White is

slightly better, but he doesn't have such a free hand as in the game.]

18.N c4 [Of course, White is not going to play c3–c4. The c4–outpost is very

useful for his pieces.]

18...N   xc4   19.b   x   c4   R   e   b8  [Black   can't   create   any   active   play.  For

instance: 19...g6 20.N d2 B g7 21.B d3 R f8 22.N c4 N h7 23.a5±]

20.N d2 [White is going to change the guard on c4.]

20...B e8 21.B d3 N d7 22.a5! [The exchange of knights after 22.N c4? N

b6 would be a relief for Black.]

22...N f6 23.N c4 B b5 24.N b6 R a7 25.Q e2 [It was also good to keep the

bishops by 25.B c2 Now 25...N d7? loses a piece after  26.c4]

25...b x d3 26.Q x d3 N d7 27.N c4 R a b7 [Black has good control over the

b-file, but it's of pretty little use to him. ]

28.B d2 R b5 29.R f1 [White is slowly going for the kingside offensive.]

29...B e7 30.f4 B f6 31.g3 R8b7 32.K g2 N f8 33.R f2 N g6 34.R a f1 Q e7

35.K h2 R b8 [35...exf4 36.gxf4 R b8 37.R e2 R e8 38.Rfe1 B h4 39.R g1 B

f6 40.e5! dxe5 41.R x g6! fxg6  (41...e4? 42.R x f6! exd3 43.R x e7 R x e7

 44.R x a6+–)  42.fxe5 B g5 43.d6 Q e6 44.b x g5 hxg5 45.N b6 Black is a

whole exchange up, but his position is lost. Just compare those pawns on

the g-file to White's connected passers.]

36.R g2 Q c7 37.Rfg1 [I was amazed to see that Houdini engine evaluates

this   position   as   equal.   For   a   human   player   White's   advantage   is   quite

obvious.]

37...R b3  [This is the only square where Black's rook can penetrate, but

there   are   no   objects   to   attack.  The   mighty  ?c4   keeps   everything   under

control.]

38.f5 N f8 39.h4 Q d7? [39...N h7! was the only way to hold. 40.K h3 B d8

41.g4 f6 It won't be easy at al  for White to break through.]

40.g4! [Now White's attack is straighforward and irresistible.]

40...g5 [40...b x h4 41.g5+– The knight is missing on h7.]

41.fxg6 fxg6 [41...N xg6 42.g5 hxg5 43.b x g5 b x g5 44.R x g5 K f8 45.h5 N

f4 46.Q g3+–]

42.g5 hxg5 43.b x g5 B g7 [43...b x g5 44.R x g5+–]

44.h5 R8b4 45.hxg6 [A fine positional game by Leko!]

[45.hxg6 Q b5 46.Q f3 R x c4 47.Q f7+ K h8 48.B f6 mating.]

1–0

 (40) Svidler,Peter (2735) - Sokolov,Ivan (2685) [C80]

Corus Wijk aan Zee (2), 16.01.2005

 [Finkel,A]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 N c5 10.c3 d4 [The main alternatives are: 10...B g4; 

and 10...B e7]

11.b x e6 N xe6 12.cxd4 Ncxd4 13.a4  [Trying to create a weakness in

black's queenside pawn structure.]

[Another theoretical line goes with 13.N e4]

13...B b4 [Quite a rare move, which braught black success in the following

game.]

[13...B e7 14.N xd4 Q x d4  (14...N xd4 15.N e4 N e6 16.B e3 0–0 17.f4 Q x

 d1 18.Rfxd1²  Karpov,A-Kortschnoj,V/Merano 1981 )  15.a x b5 Q x e5 16.b x

a6 0–0 17.Q a4 N c5 18.Q c4² Topalov,V-Kortschnoj,V/Madrid 1996; 13...B

c5 14.N e4 B b6 15.N fg5  (15.B e3 0–0 16.a x b5 a x b5 17.R x a8 Q x a8

 18.N xd4 b x d4 19.N f6+ gxf6 20.b x d4 R d8 21.Q g4+ K h8 22.B e3 R g8

 23.Q h3 fxe5³   Georgiev,K-Gyimesi,Z/Vrnjacka Banja 1998 )   15...Q d5 16.N

xe6   Q   x   e6   17.a   x   b5   N   xb5   18.N   g5   Q   g6   19.e6   0–0=   Leko,P-

Gyimesi,Z/Ulcinj   1997;   13...R   b8   -->   ½–½   Hansen,C-Sokolov,I/Malmo

1997/CBM 60 [MiK halevski,V] (40)]

14.a x b5 [14.N xd4 Q x d4 15.Q e2 0–0 16.N f3 Q d5 17.B e3 R f d8 18.Q

c2 c5÷ Passerotti,P-Thipsay,P/Lucerne 1982]

14...N xb5 [14...N xf3+ 15.Q x f3 0–0 16.N e4 a x b5 17.R x a8 Q x a8 18.Q

g4 K h8„ Fehling,M-Beikert,G/Germany 1989/GER-chT2 ; 14...a x b5? 15.R

x a8 Q x a8 16.N xd4 N xd4 17.Q g4±]

15.Q   a4!? [This   move  appears   to  be  a   novelty. The   queen  is  very  wel

placed on a4, since it could be easily transferred either to the kingside or to

c4.]

[15.Q b3 a5 16.Q c4 NB d4 17.N xd4 Q x d4 18.Q c6+ K e7 19.N f3 Q d7

20.Q c2² Azarov,S-Mamedyarov,S/NaK hchivan 2003; 15.N e4 0–0 16.B e3

Q   x  d1   17.Rfxd1   White   keeps   small,   but   stable   advantage   thanks   to   a

superior pawn structure. 17...a5 18.N fg5!  N xg5 19.N xg5 Rfe8 20.f4 f6

21.N f3 fxe5 22.fxe5!² Shirov,A-Anand,V/Mainz 2004]

15...B e7 16.N e4 [There was no point in putting the knight on b3. 16.N b3

0–0 17.B e3 c5 18.R f d1 Q b6 19.Q g4 R f d8÷]

16...0–0 17.R d1 Q c8 18.B g5 [18.B e3!? c5 19.R a c1 Q c6 20.N d6 R f d8

21.N f5 B f8 22.Q g4²; 18.N g3!?]

18...N xg5 19.Nexg5 h6! [19...b x g5 20.N xg5 Q f5 21.f4²]

20.N e4?! [The knight has nothing much to do on e4, so more in the spirit of

the position was]

[20.N h3! Q f5 21.N f4 c6 22.N e2 Rfb8  (22...c5 23.N f4 R f d8 24.N d5 Q e6

 25.Q e4²)  23.Q c4² with better chances.]

20...Q e6 21.h3 c5 22.R a c1 R a c8 23.Q c4 [Nothing promises 23.R c4 N

d4!? 24.N xd4 cxd4 25.Rcxd4 R b8!  (25...Q x e5? 26.Q x a6 R c1 27.R x c1

 Q x d4 28.Q b7!±)  26.f4 R x b2 27.N d6 Q g6= and black is doing fine.]

23...R c7 24.Q x e6 fxe6 25.R a1 [25.R c4]

25...R a8 26.R a5 R c6 27.R d7 [27.Rda1 N d4 28.N fd2 R b6 29.N c4 R

b4„]

27...R a7 28.R x a7 N xa7 29.N fd2 R b6! 30.N c4 N c6! 31.N xb6 [31.R a4

R b4]

31...N xa5 32.N c8 B f8 33.Ncd6 N b3 34.K f1 b x d6 35.exd6 [35.N xd6 N

c1  (35...g5 36.K e2 K g7 37.K d3 N a5 38.g3±)  36.N c4 g5 37.K e1 N d3+

38.K e2 N f4+ 39.K f3²]

35...K f7 36.K e2 c4 37.K d1 N d4 38.N c5 [38.K d2 N b5 39.K e3 e5=]

38...e5 39.K d2 N b5 40.d7 K e7 41.f3 g5 42.K c2 K d8 43.K d2

½–½

 (41) Svidler,Peter (2730) - Azarov,Sergei (2615) [C93]

EU-ch 12th Aix les Bains (7), 28.03.2011

 [Ftacnik,L/Primel,D]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 d6

8.c3 0–0 9.h3 h6 [Une ligne secondaire]

[9...N a5]

10.d4 [94]

10...R e8 [91]

[10...B b7 11.NB d2]

11.NB d2 B f8 12.B c2 [82]

[12.N f1 La grande ligne 12...B b7 13.N g3]

12...B b7 [88]

13.d5! [13.a4; 13.a3]

13...N   e7  [13...N   b8   L'alternative   qui   est   assez   passive   14.b3   c6

15.c4²Geller,E (2545)-Zaitsev,I (2465) Yerevan zt 1982 (5) 1–0]

14.b3 [77]

14...c6 [86]

15.c4² [Les Noirs manquent un peu d'espace ]

15...cxd5 [Mine le centre avant de l'attaquer par le levier f7f5]

16.cxd5   N   d7! [16...R   c8   17.N   f1   N   h5   18.a4!Topalov,V   (2630)-Piket,J

(2670) Amsterdam Euwe Memorial 1995 (1) 1–0]

17.a4! [58Le   russe   est   sorti   de   sa   préparation   contrairement   à   son

adversaire qui continue à jouer trés vite.]

[17.g4 N g6 18.N f1 N f4 19.K h2 R c8 20.B d2 h5 21.N e3 hxg4 22.hxg4 N

f6 23.R g1 g6 24.R c1 Q d7 25.R g3Ivanchuk,V (2779)-Morozevich,A (2771)

Amber-blindfold 18th rapid 2009 (8) 1–0]

17...f5! [82]

18.a x b5 [18.B a3 N f6 19.exf5 Nexd5; 18.exf5 N xd5 19.N e4 N b4 20.B b1

d5„Shchekachev,A (2551)-Lin Ta (2361) Bad Zwesten op 7th 2003 (7) 0–1]

18...a x b5 [18...fxe4?! 19.N x e4 N xd5 20.b x a6 N b4 21.B a3 N xc2 22.a x

b7 N xe1 23.N xe1 R b8 24.b x d6?]

19.R x a8 Q x a8„ 20.B d3 [54]

20...fxe4N  [Ftacnik:The mounting of the pressure against the squares e4

and d5 is unpleasant for the first player. Analysis proves that immediate

action in the centre was good enough for equality.]

[RR 20...N f6 21.b x b5   ( RR   21.exf5 b x d5 22.N h4 B c6 23.Q e2 Q a5)

21...R c8 22.B c4 (RR 22.exf5 N xf5  ( RR  22...b x d5 23.N h4)  23.B d3 N e7

24.N c4 Nexd5 25.B f5 R c7 26.B e6+ K h7 27.Q c2+ e4 28.B d2 N b6)

22...fxe4 23.N x e4 N x e4 24. b x d5 25.R g4 K h8  ( RR  25...h5 26.R e4 g6)

26.B e3  ( RR  26.B b2 b x f3 27.Q x f3 Q x f3 28.gxf3 d5 29.B d3 R b8)  26...b

x f3 27.gxf3  ( RR  27.Q x f3 Q x f3 28.gxf3 d5 29.B a6 R c3)  27...d5 28.B d3

R c3 29.B b1  ( RR  29.b4 Q a3 30.B f1 d4 31.B d2 R x f3)  29...d4  ( RR  29...Q

 a3 30.b4 Q b3)  30.B e4 Q a2 31.B d2 R x b3  ( RR  31...Q x b3 32.Q x b3 R x

 b3 33.f4 R b2 34.B a5)  32.K g2 (RR 32.f4 d3 33.K g2 R b1 34.Q f3 Q x d2

35.b x d3 R b8  ( RR  35...R b3 36.Q a8)  36.Q e4 K g8  ( RR   36...g6 37.Q x

 e5+ K h7 38.Q x b8 Q x d3 39.Q x f8)   37.B c4+ K h8 38.B d3) 32...R b2

33.B e1 (RR 33.B c1 R x f2+ 34.K g1 d3 35.b x d3  ( RR   35.Q x d3 R e2)

35...N d5 36.B c4 B c5 37.b x a2 R d2+ 38.K h1 R x d1+) 33...N d5 34.K g1

0–1 Nisipeanu,L (2675)-Ivanchuk,V (2746)/Bazna 2009/CBM 131/[Ftacnik]

(34)   ( RR   34.b x d5 Q x d5 35.Q d3 B e7)   RR 34...N f6 35.R g6 N x e4

36.fxe4 R b1]

21.b x b5 [49]

[RR 21.N x e4 N xd5 22.b x b5 B c6 23.B c4 N7b6 24.N h4 R e6 25.Q g4 Q

e8]

21...exf3 [89]

22.b x d7 fxg2! [22...R d8 23.B e6+ K h7 24.Q x f3 b x d5 25.b x d5 Q x d5

26.N e4]

23.N e4 [43]

[23.b x e8 Q x e8 24.N e4 b x d5 25.B a3  (25.N xd6? Q d7)  25...Q a8 26.N

c3 B f3 27.Q d3 e4?]

23...N xd5= [81Le centre Blanc a éclaté et les Noirs ont des pièces actives.]

24.Q h5 R e7 25.B f5 Q e8 26.Q g4 R c7 27.B a3 [27]

[27.b x h6 B c8]

27...B c8 [27...Q d8³]

28.N xd6 b x d6 29.b x d6 b x f5 30.Q x f5 R f7 31.Q x e5 Q x e5 32.R x

e5 N f4 33.R e8+ K h7 34.R e3 g5 [34...R f6!? 35.b x f4! R x f4 36.Kxg2 La

mauvaise   structure   blanche   réduit   les   chances   de   gain   et   la   nulle   est

probable en particulier parceque la ? blanche est mal placée alors que dans

la partie, elle va réussir à se placer derrière le ? passé "b" 36...R b4 37.K f3

K g6 38.K e2 K f5 39.K d2 g5 40.K c3 R f4 41.b4 R x f2 42.b5 R f1 43.K b4

R b1+„]

35.b4 N d5?! [35...K g6; 35...R b7]

36.R d3 N f4 37.b x f4 R x f4 38.R b3!± R f6 39.b5 R b6 [Comme souvent

la différence d'activité des ? est plus importante que le matériel et la position

noire devient trés critique]

40.Kxg2  K  g6  41.K   g3  K   f5  42.K   f3  h5  [Un   coup  naturel   mais   qui   va

provoquer un affaiblissement de l'aile-roi]

43.R b1 K e5 44.K e3 K d5 [Le problème de "l'âne de Buridan", le ? Noir ne

peut à la fois attaquer le ?"b" tout en protégeant l'aile-roi et la position est

sans espoir.]

45.K d3 R d6 46.b6! K c6+ 47.K e4! K b7 48.K f5 R d5+ 49.K g6 g4 50.h4! 

R a5 51.R b4! [La manoeuvre décisive]

51...R c5 52.R f4 Kxb6 53.R f5 R c3 54.R x h5 R h3 55.K f5 R f3+ 56.Kxg4

R x f2 57.R g5 K c7 58.h5 R h2 59.K f5 K d7 60.K g6 R e2 61.h6 R e6+

62.K h5

1–0

 (42) Shirov,Alexei (2725) - Anand,Viswanathan (2782) [C80]

Mainz m Mainz (4), 06.08.2004

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5   B   e6   9.NB   d2   N   c5   10.c3   d4  [10...N   xb3?!   -->   ½–½   Leitao,R-

Sega,C/Sao   Paulo   2002/CBM   88   [Postny,E]   (27);   10...g6   -->   ½–½

Baramidze,D-Belikov,V/Dortmund   2003/CBM   97   [Postny,E]   (46);   Popular

continuations are: 10...B g4; and 10...B e7]

11.N g5 [The most aggressive way to meet black's previous move.]

[11.b x e6 is the main alternative.]

11...Q x g5 [Another common alternative nowadays is  11...B d5 but requires

a strong nerves from black, since after 12.N xf7 Kxf7 13.Q f3+ white has a

dangerous attack.]

12.Q f3 0–0–0  [12...B  d7 --> ½–½ Korneev,O-MiK  halevski,V/Sao Paulo

2002/CBM 90 ext [MiK halevski,V] (55); 12...K d7 13.B d5?]

13.b x e6+ fxe6 14.Q x c6 Q x e5 15.b4 Q d5 [Black forces the exchange of

queens, going to an endgame with a piece down, but with strong connected

passed pawns.]

[Dangerous for black: 15...dxc3 16.b x c5 cxd2 17.Q x a6+ K d7 18.b x d2 Q

x c5 19.B f4? 1–0 Sutovsky,E-MiK halevski,V/Internet Chess Club 2002/EXT

2003 (34)]

16.Q x d5 exd5 17.b x c5 dxc3 18.N b3 d4 19.B a3 g6  [The practice

shows, that this move is the most precise one.]

[Not recommended is 19...R d5? as in the game Naiditsch,A-Rogers,I/Wijk

aan Zee 2003/CBM 93 [Postny,E]; Possible alternative is 19...B e7 --> ½–½

Goloshchapov,A-Mastrovasilis,D/Topola 2004/CBM 101 [Postny,E] (41)]

20.B b4 B g7 21.a4  [Shirov has experience to play this opening variation

with both colours!]

21...d3  [21...b x a4 --> ½–½ Hracek,Z-Haba,P/Luhacovice 2003/CBM 94

[Postny,E] (38); 21...K d7 22.a x b5 a x b5 23.R f d1   (23.R a d1  --> 1–0

Shirov,A-Timman,J/Wijk aan Zee 1996/CBM 51 [Shirov] (49) )  23...K e6 24.R

a c1 --> 1–0 Kasparov,G-Shirov,A/Linares 2001/CBM 82 [Ftacnik] (38)]

22.a x b5 d2 23.c6?N  [It seems that after this novelty white is in serious

trouble!]

[23.b x a6 c2 24.b x d2  (24.N xd2 b x a1 25.R x a1 Rhe8 26.R c1 R e4 27.B

 c3 R c4 28.R x c2 R d3 29.R b2 Rcxc3 30.a7 R a3 31.R b8+ K d7 32.a8Q R

 x a8 33.R x a8 R x d2 34.g4 K c6= ½–½ Morozevich,A-Ponomariov,R/Biel

SUI 2004/The Week in Chess 508 (41) )  24...b x a1 25.R x a1 Rhe8 26.a7 K

b7   27.a8Q+   R   x   a8   28.R   c1   ½–½   Delchev,A-Gyimesi,Z/Nova   Gorica

2004/CBM 98 ext (28)]

23...K b8! [Moving the king out of the mating net.]

24.R a d1 [The alternatives are not better.]

[24.b x a6 c2 25.N xd2 b x a1 26.R x a1 Rhe8 27.R c1 R e4 28.B c3 R c4

29.R x c2 R d3 30.R b2+ K a7–+; 24.N c5 c2  (24...a x b5? 25.N d7+ R x d7

 26.cxd7 R d8 27.R a2 R x d7 28.R d1 R d5 29.R c2 R d4 30.b x c3 R c4

 31.b x g7 R x c2 32.K f1+–)  25.N d7+ R x d7 26.cxd7 b x a1 27.b x d2 R d8–

+; 24.B c5 Rhe8!–+  (24...c2? 25.R x a6! d1Q 26.B a7+ K c8 27.B d4 K b8

 28.B a7+=)  25.R x a6 R e1–+]

24...R d5! 25.b x a6 Rhd8 26.N  a1  [Moving the knight to a blockading

square c2, but this blockade is quite shaky.]

26...K a7 27.N c2 R b8 [White's main problem, is that all his pieces are very

passive.]

28.R b1 [Also unattractive for white is 28.f4 Rdb5 29.B a3 Kxa6 , though it

was probably a better chance.]

28...Rdb5? [It's quite strange for Anand to miss a simple win.]

[28...B f8! 29.N e3  (29.R f d1 Rdb5–+)  29...R x b4 30.N xd5 R x b1 31.N xc3

 (31.R x b1 c2 32.R b7+ Kxa6–+)  31...R c1–+]

29.R b3 R8b6 [29...B f8 30.R x c3 b x b4 31.N xb4 R x b4 32.R d3 R b2

33.R d1=]

30.R x c3! b x c3? [The last opportunity to get the advantage was: 30...R x

b4 31.R d3 R b2 32.R x d2 B c3  (32...R x c6 33.R d7=)  33.R e2 R x c6]

31.b x c3 R c5 32.b x d2 R x c2 33.B e3  [White can take now a deep

breath of relief. The forthcoming rooks endgame is drawish.]

33...Kxa6 34.b x b6 cxb6 35.f4 b5 36.g4 [Creating a passed pawn on the

"f" file, white achieves an easy draw.]

36...R x c6 37.f5 gxf5 38.gxf5 b4 39.f6 R c8 40.K g2 b3 41.R b1 R f8 42.R

x b3 [Definitely, not the best game for both supergrandmasters.]

½–½

 (43) Shirov,Alexei (2725) - Anand,Viswanathan (2782) [C80]

Mainz m Mainz (5), 07.08.2004

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 N c5 10.c3 d4 [The main alternatives are: 10...B g4; 

and 10...B e7]

11.b x e6 [In this game Shirov decided to try positional line, which is not so

popular nowadays.]

[On the previous day Shirov achieved nothing after  11.N g5]

11...N xe6 12.cxd4 Ncxd4 13.a4  [Trying to create a weakness in black's

queenside pawn structure.]

[Another theoretical line goes with 13.N e4]

13...B b4 [A rare move.]

[13...B e7 14.N xd4 Q x d4  (14...N xd4 15.N e4 N e6 16.B e3 0–0 17.f4 Q x

 d1 18.Rfxd1²  1–0 Karpov,A-Kortschnoj,V/Merano 1981/MainBase (41) )  15.a

x b5 Q x e5 16.b x a6 0–0 17.Q a4 N c5 18.Q c4 Rfb8 19.R a5 Q d6 20.N e4

N x e4 21.Q x e4 Q b4 22.Q x b4 b x b4 23.R a4 R b6 24.a7 B c5 25.R d1

h6?  (25...R b7=)  26.b4 R x b4 27.R x b4 b x b4 28.B e3 K f8 29.R b1 1–0

Topalov,V-Kortschnoj,V/Madrid 1996/CBM 53 (29); 13...B c5 14.N e4 B b6

15.N fg5  (15.B e3 0–0 16.a x b5 a x b5 17.R x a8 Q x a8 18.N xd4 b x d4

 19.N f6+ gxf6 20.b x d4 R d8 21.Q g4+ K h8 22.B e3 R g8 23.Q h3 fxe5³ ½–

½   Georgiev,K-Gyimesi,Z/Vrnjacka   Banja   1998/EXT   2002   (37) )   15...Q   d5

16.N xe6 Q x e6 17.a x b5 N xb5 18.N g5 Q g6 19.e6 0–0 20.exf7+ K h8

21.R a4 h6 22.N f3 Q x f7 23.R f4 Q h5 24.R e1 R a d8 25.R x f8+ R x f8

26.B e3 R e8= ½–½ Leko,P-Gyimesi,Z/Ulcinj 1997/EXT 99 (33); 13...R b8

--> ½–½ Hansen,C-Sokolov,I/Malmo 1997/CBM 60 [MiK halevski,V] (40)]

14.a x b5 [14.N xd4 Q x d4 15.Q e2 0–0 16.N f3 Q d5 17.B e3 R f d8 18.Q

c2 c5= ½–½ Passerotti,P-Thipsay,P/Luzern 1982/EXT 97–B (26)]

14...N xb5 [14...a x b5? 15.R x a8 Q x a8 16.N xd4 N xd4 17.Q g4±]

15.N e4N [15.Q b3 a5 16.Q c4 NB d4 17.N xd4 Q x d4 18.Q c6+ K e7 19.N

f3   Q   d7   20.Q   c2²   ½–½  Azarov,S-Mamedyarov,S/NaK   hchivan   2003/EXT

2004 (26)]

15...0–0 16.B e3 Q x d1 17.Rfxd1 [White keeps small, but stable advantage

thanks to a superior pawn structure.]

17...a5 18.N fg5! [Exchanging black's active ?e6.]

18...N xg5 19.N xg5 Rfe8 20.f4 f6 21.N f3 fxe5 22.fxe5! [This recapture is

better than 22.N xe5. white covers the d6 square, that keeps black's knight

out of business.]

22...c5 23.R a c1 R a c8 24.K f2 h6 25.R d7 N c7! [Another example of

great  defense performed  by Vishy Anand. At  the  price  of  a  pawn,  black

achieves harmony for his pieces.]

26.b x c5 N e6 [The knight arrived to an ideal place.]

27.B e3 R x c1 28.b x c1 R c8 29.R d1 R c2+ 30.K g3 K f7  [Al  black's

pieces are active, which gives him sufficient compensation for the pawn.]

31.h4 K g6 32.R f1 R e2 33.K h3 N c5 34.R d1 [A bit more troublesome for

black could be 34.h5+! K h7™  (34...Kxh5?? 35.N h4!  and black's king is in

the mating net.  )  35.R d1 N e4 36.R d7 but, black seems to keep the balance

here as well.]

34...N e4 35.R d7 h5 36.R c7 [36.N d4? R e1]

36...N f2+ 37.K g3 N d3 38.R c6+ K f7 39.e6+ [After  39.N g5+ K e8 white

achieves nothing.]

39...K g8 40.N g5 K f8 41.N h7+ [41.K f3 R e1 42.B f4 R f1+ 43.K e2 R x f4

44.Kxd3 R x h4=]

41...K g8 42.N g5 K f8 43.N h7+ K g8

½–½

 (44) Leko,Peter (2725) - Piket,Jeroen (2633) [C82]

Corus Wijk aan Zee (7), 23.01.2000

 [MiK halevski,V]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 N c5 10.c3 B e7 11.B c2 B g4  [The course of the

game Leko-K halifman,Match(6) Budapest 2000 couldn't satisfy Piket and

11...d4 is set aside for a while.]

12.R e1 Q d7 [12...0–0!?]

13.N b3 N e6 14.h3 B h5 15.B f5 B g6 [15...Ncd8 16.B e3 is another line

occuried in a great number of games.]

16.B   g4  [Two   additional   options   are:   16.g4   0–0   (16...Ncd8   17.B   e3   a5

 (17...0–0 18.Q e2 N b 19.R a d1 c5 20.NB d2 c4 21.N e4 Q c6 22.N g3²  1–0

Renet,O-K haritonov,A/Royan 1988/CBM 09 (43) )  18.Q e2 a4 19.NB d4 R

b8 20.N xe6 N xe6 21.N d4 c5 22.N c2 0–0 23.R a d1 R f d8 24.R d2 b x f5

25.gxf5 N g5 26.Q g4 h5! 27.Q x h5 Q x f5 28.K g2 R b6‚ 0–1 Zielinski,M-

Haba,P/Cappel e 1989/TD (32)) 17.B e3 R a d8 18.Q e2 a5 19.R a d1 Rfe8

20.K g2 a4 21.N c1 N a5 22.N d3 N c4 23.b3 N xe3+ 24.Q x e3 a x b3 25.a

x   b3   c5÷   ½–½   Bologan,V-Kotronias,V/Debrecen   1992/EU-chT   (34);   and

16.N fd4!? Seems the most dangerous for Black. 16...0–0 (16...Ncxd4 17.N

xd4   b   x   f5   18.N   xf5   R   d8   (18...B   f8   19.f4   g6   20.N   e3   c6   21.f5?  1–0

Bashkov,V-Kreuzer,M/Budapest 1992/CBM 30 ext (36) ; 18...B c5 19.B e3 b

 x e3 20.R x e3 g6 21.N h6 R f8 22.N g4 0–0–0 23.N f6 Q c6 24.R d3 K b7

 25.Q d2 h5 26.R d1±   1–0 Zapata,A-Pereira,S/Buenos Aires 1998/CBM 67

ext (50) )  19.Q g4 g6 20.N xe7 h5 21.N xd5 Q x d5 22.Q e2 0–0 23.a4 Rfe8

24.a x b5 a x b5 25.R a5 c6 26.R a7± 1–0 Popadic,D-Sljukic,M/JUG-chT2

1994/EXT 97 (38)) 17.B g4 Ncxd4 18.cxd4 a5 19.f4 h5 20.b x h5 b x h5

21.Q x h5 a4 22.N c5 N xc5 23.dxc5 b x c5+ 24.B e3 b x e3+ 25.R x e3 f5

26.e6 Q e7 27.R a e1 R a d8 28.g4± 1–0 Nunn,J-Tal,M/Naestved 1985/MCL

(39)]

16...h5!?N  [An improvent on 16...?cd8.Black decides the problem of a pin

by means of a simple exchanging of the annoying bishop.As  shows  the

game   the   temporary   weakness   of   the   c5   and   g5   squares   is   not   very

essential. ]

[16...Ncd8 17.N fd4 h5 18.B f3 N b 19.N c2 c6 20.B e3 a5 21.a4 b x a4 22.R

x a4 c5 23.R a1 N c7 24.B f4 c4 25.N c1 R d8 26.N e3 Q b5 27.Q a4 Q x a4

28.R x a4 0–0 29.e6 N xe6 30.N xd5 B d6 31.b x d6 N xd6 32.N e7+ K h7

33.R x a5± ½–½ Shtyrenkov,V-K haritonov,A/Kursk 1987/EXT 97 (56)]

17.b   x   e6   fxe6   18.B   e3  [This   move   carries   the   same   idea   as   below-

mentioned 18.?g5,but Leko realizes it in a bit different way.]

[18.B  g5!?  was a possible alternative.The idea behind the move is very

simple.White   exchanges   Black's   black-squared   bishop   in   order   to   get

control under weak black squares c5 and g5.]

18...0–0 19.N c5 b x c5 20.b x c5 R f4 [The rook should stay on the f-file

and  it's not difficult to discover that  f4 is the only available square on it.]

[20...R f5?? 21.N h4+–; 20...R f7? 21.N h4± winning a pawn]

21.N d4 [Or 21.Q d2 R e4]

21...R e4 [Attaking the e5–pawn Black is cal ing out a serial of exchanges.]

22.N xc6 [22. looks more precise in order to exclude 23...?:e4,but maybe it

was a provocation?!]

22...Q x c6 23. dxe4!? [23...B x e4 was possible,but Piket probably was

worried of his king side.Anyway he decided to defend actively and frees the

d5–square for his queen.]

24.Q d4 R e8! [Very important preparatory move.Black is stoping the e-

pawn which could become a serious danger after inaccurate 24...?d5?!]

[24...Q d5?! 25.Q x d5 exd5 26.e6 R e8 27.e7± with the serious chances to

win bringing the king to the centre and opening the f-file by means of f3

putting first the rook on f1.]

25.R d1 Q d5! [After this excange White is stil  a little bit better,but his

chances to win are not considerable.]

26.Q x d5  [Or 26.b3 R d8 and I don't see how White can strengthen his

position   as   ?e1   wil   be   answered   with   ?a8   (26...e3!?  is   also

interesting.Opening   the   bishop   Black   gets   sufficient   compensation   for   a

pawn.  ) ]

26...exd5 27.R x d5 B f7 28.e6 [28.R d7 R x e5 29.B d4 R g5 30.R x c7 b x

a2² with good chances to keep the position,but I suppose it anyway was one

of the last White's chances to fight for a win.]

28...R x e6 [In case of 28...b x e6 29.R x h5 White would get certain play

attacking a weakness on g7 with the aid of ?g5 and ?d4.]

29.b3  [¹29.R d8+ R e8 30.R d7² was a better option,but Peter probably

missed a strong Black's reaction.  30...b x a2 31.R x c7 B f7²]

29...e3! [Nice   tactical   blow.Sacrificing   a   pawn   Piket   forces   White   to

exchange the rooks that secures him an easy draw at the endgame with

bishops of opposite colour.]

30.R d8+ [30.fxe3 R x e3 …31.R d8+ R e8=]

30...R e8 31.R x e8+ b x e8 32.b x e3 B g6 [It's useful to attack  White's

pawns from behind forcing a blockade position on the queen side.]

33.K h2 B b1 34.a3 K f7 35.K g3 K e6 36.K h4 g6 37.K g5 c6 38.g4 hxg4

39.hxg4 B c2 40.f4 B b1 41.b4 B d3 42.K h6 K f7 [Most precise way.Black

takes under control the g6–square predicting a following break through.]

43.f5 gxf5 44.g5 f4! [Certainly Black shouldn't be greedy as   giving up a

pawn he stops the only White's pass pawn.]

45.b x f4 B g6 46.B e5  [White has no a single chance as his king can't

pass through the d4 or e5 squares as Black's one wil  stop it from d5 or e6.]

½–½

 (45) Topalov,Veselin (2725) - Short,Nigel D (2690) [C87]

Madrid Magistral 6th Madrid (2), 22.05.1997

 [Wedberg]

[Topalov plays this game in a very low key, slow, positional style. But his

handling of the positional problems is fresh and free of preconceptions.]

1.e4 [Hecht ]

1...e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 d6 7.b x c6+ b

x c6 8.d4 exd4 9.N xd4 B d7 10.N c3 0–0 11.h3 c5 [11...R b8 12.Q f3 c5

13.N f5 b x f5 14.Q x f5 Q d7 15.N d5 Q d8 16.N xe7+ Q x e7 17.b3 N d7

18.B b2²  Siepelt,H-Stobik,D/BL2–S 1996/BL2/1–0 (77)]

12.N f3N [12.Nde2 B e6  (12...B c6 13.N g3 R e8 14.N f5 B f8 15.Q f3 B d7

 16.B   g5  b  x  f5   17.exf5  B   e7  18.R  e2²    Adamson,R-Stetson,R/Webb   op

1989/EXT 89op2/1–0 (52) )   13.N f4 N d7 14.Ncd5 B f6 15.N x f6+ Q x f6

16.N h5 Q e7=  1–0 Soltis,A-Haririan,B/Boston op 1988/EXT 88op2 (35)]

12...R   e8  13.e5  dxe5  14.N   xe5  B   d6 15.B  f4 B   f5 16.R  c1  [Very  cool

defence of c2, but its good becase its the only weakness in Whites position.]

16...R e6 17.Q f3 Q e8 18.N d3 c4 19.R x e6 b x e6 20.N e5 R b8 21.R e1

Q f8 [21...R x b2 22.N xc4 R x c2 23.b x d6 cxd6 24.Q d3±]

22.b3 cxb3 23.a x b3² R e8 24.N d3 c5 25.b x d6 Q x d6 26.Q f4 Q x f4

27.N xf4 B f5 28.R c1! [Again, this funny ? move. Now the threat is g4, 

kicking the ?, then ?a1 is coming.]

28...c4 [28...h5 29.N fd5 N xd5 30.N xd5 B e6 31.N c7!  (31.N e3 f5„)  31...R

c8 32.N xe6 fxe6 33.R a1 R c6 34.K f1 c4 35.b4 c3 36.K e2 R c4 37.R x a6

R x b4 38.K d3±; 28...R e5 29.g4 g5 30.N g2±]

29.b x c4 R c8 30.Ncd5! [Black is not going to get his ? back after this.]

30...N xd5 31.N xd5 K f8 32.R a1 b x c2 33.N b6 R c7 [33...R c6 34.R x a6

K e8 35.R a8+ K e7 36.N d5+ K d6 37.N e3 B b3 38.R g8±]

34.R x a6 g6 35.f3 K g7 36.R a3 R c6 37.R c3 R x b6 38.R x c2 K f6 39.K

f2 K e5 40.R e2+ K d6 41.K g3 R c6 42.R d2+ K e5 43.R d5+ K e6 44.R d4

R a6 45.R e4+ K d6 46.h4 R a2 47.c5+ K d7 48.c6+ K d6 49.R c4 K c7

50.R f4 f5 51.R c4 h5 52.R c5 R a4 53.R e5 f4+ 54.K h3 R d4 55.R e6+– R

d6 56.R x d6 Kxd6 [Hecht: Weiß benutzt die momentane Abwesenheit des

schwarzen Königs zum Gewinn eines Bauern....]

57.g3 Kxc6 58.gxf4 [

XABCDEFGHY

8-+-+-+-+(

7+-+-+-+-' 

6-+k+-+p+& 

5+-+-+-+p%

4-+-+-zP-zP$

3+-+-+P+K#

2-+-+-+-+" 

1+-+-+-+-! 

xabcdefghy

Wie schon im   Endspiel Izeta-Frois/EU-chT Pula/1997/ gewinnt Weiß trotz

der   schlechten   Bauernstel ung   durch   vorsichtiges   Herumspielen   seines

Königs um den Doppelbauern zur Mitte. Danach gewinnt er leicht infolge

Zugzwang oder Damengewinn.]

58...K d5 59.K g3 K e6 [59...K d4 Hecht  60.f5 K e5 61.fxg6 K f6 62.K f4

Kxg6 63.K e5+–]

60.K f2 K f6 61.K e2 K e6 62.K d3 K d5 63.K e3 K e6 64.K e4 K f6 65.f5

g5 [65...gxf5+ 66.K f4+–  (66.K d5  Hecht   66...f4 67.K e4 K e6 68.Kxf4 K f6

 69.K e4 K e6 70.f4 K f6 71.f5 K f7 72.K e5 K e7 73.f6+ K f7 74.K f5 K f8

 75.K g6 K g8 76.Kxh5 K f7 77.K g5+–; 66.K f4 K e6 67.K g5 K e5 68.Kxh5 K

 f4 69.K g6+–) ]

66.hxg5+ Kxg5 67.K e5 h4 68.f6 K g6 [68...h3 Hecht  69.f7 h2 70.f8Q h1Q

71.Q g7+ K h4 72.Q h6++–]

69.K e6

1–0

 (46) Gelfand,Boris (2724) - Bacrot,Etienne (2729) [C91]

EU-chT (Men) 15th Gothenburg (6.1), 04.08.2005

 [Erenburg,S]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 d6

8.c3 0–0 9.d4  [Less ambitious option is 9.h3 N a5 10.B c2 c5 11.d4 1–0

Leko,P-Adams,M/Miskolc 2005/CBM 108_01/[Erenburg] (44)]

9...B g4 10.B e3 [strengthening the centre. Another theoretical line is]

[10.d5 N a5 11.B c2 1–0 Comp Hydra-Adams,M/London 2005/CBM 108_01/

[Erenburg] (28)]

10...exd4 11.cxd4 N a5 [attacking the light-squared bishops, and, preparing

to carry out c7–c5.]

12.B c2 c5 [attacking white's centre.]

[Another   attempt   to   equalize   is   12...N   c4   13.B   c1   c5   ½–½   Kramnik,V-

Adams,M/Dortmund 2005/CBM 108_01/[Erenburg] (58)]

13.h3  [White forces black immediately to define the location of his light-

squared bishop. Other continuations are:]

[13.dxc5   dxc5   14.N   c3   N   c4   15.e5   1–0   Nisipeanu,L-Ivanov,A/Moscow

2005/CBM 106/[Wedberg] (26); 13.NB d2 cxd4 14.b x d4 N c6 15.B e3 d5

0–1 Ivanovic,B-Smejkal,J/Zagreb 1985/MCL/[K haritonov] (43)]

13...b x f3 [giving white a pair of bishops. Black can keep his light-squared

bishop on the board as well:]

[13...cxd4 14.b x d4 B h5 15.g4 B g6 16.N c3 R c8 17.R c1 N c6 18.B e3 ½–

½ Kasimdzhanov,R-Adams,M/Tripoli 2004/CBM 102/[Ftacnik] (44)]

14.Q x f3 cxd4 [opening the "c" file for the rook.]

[Black faced some problems after 14...N c4 15.dxc5 dxc5 16.N c3 N d7 1–0

Grischuk,A-Socko,B/Istanbul 2003/CBM 096/[Wedberg] (50)]

15.b x d4 R c8 [Black allowed white to get a pair of bishops and superior

pawn structure. But, black can compensate it by development advantage.]

[15...N c6 1–0 Dominguez,L-Morovic Fernandez,I/Havana 2004/CBM 101/

[Wedberg] (40) ]

16.Q d1N [The idea of this move is to keep the light-squared bishop on the

board, as wel  as to locate the queen far away from black's knights. White

has the following alternatives:]

[16.B b3 N c6 17.Q d1 a5 18.N c3 a4 19.B d5 N xd4 20.Q x d4 Q a5 21.a3! 

N d7 22.Q b4± 1–0 Grischuk,A-Tkachiev,V/France 2003/CBM 95/[Wedberg]

(59); 16.Q d3 N c6 17.B c3 g6 18.B b3 N d7 19.a3 N c5 20.Q d5 N xb3 21.Q

x b3 B f6 22.Q d5 b x c3 23.N xc3 Q f6 24.R a d1 1–0 Lanc,A-Mrva,V/SVK

1997/EXT 98 (52).  (51)]

16...N d7 [preparing the f6 square for the bishop.]

17.N   c3   B   f6  [Now   black   threatens   with   b5–b4   advance   with   following

capture on d4. Black's plan is to press white in the centre by building battery:

?e5–?f6.]

18.R e2! [protecting light-squared bishop, and preparing to connect heavy

pieces along the "d" file.]

18...B   e5  [The   following   moves   are   worse,   than   the   continuation   in   the

game:]

[18...N c6 19.b x f6 Q x f6 20.R d2 winning the pawn.; 18...N c4 19.N d5! N

xb2 20.N x f6+ Q x f6 21.b x f6 N xd1 22.R x d1 N x f6 23.R x d6²]

19.N d5 [covering the f6 square.]

[Of course not 19.R d2? , due to 19...N c4; After 19.R c1 black equalizes:

19...N c4 20.b3 Q g5! 21.b x e5  (21.b x c4 b x d4µ)  21...Ncxe5=]

19...N c6 20.B c3 [20.b x e5? dxe5 and black gets central d4 square.]

20...N b6! [Black is wil ing to change white's centralized knight.]

[20...b x c3 doesn't equalize: 21.N xc3 N b6 22.B b3 N a5 23.Q d4²]

21.R c1 [Probably, after this move black equalizes the position...]

[Maybe, 21.B b3!? , would give white more chances for an advantage. For

example:   21...b  x  c3   (21...N   xd5 22.b  x  e5!  This  is   the  point!   22...dxe5

 (22...N xe5 23.b x d5²)  23.exd5 N a5 24.R x e5²) 22.N xc3 N a5  (22...Q f6

 23.R d2 R f d8 24.R c1²; 22...N e5 23.Q d4 N c6 -leads to 22...?a5.  )  23.Q d4

N c6 24.Q d3 N e5 25.Q g3²; 21.a4 leads to an equal position: 21...N xd5

22.exd5 b x c3 23.dxc6 b x b2 24.b x h7+ Kxh7 25.R x b2 R x c6=]

21...N xd5 22.exd5 b4! [Less convincing is 22...b x c3 23.dxc6 B e5  (23...b

 x b2 24.b x h7+±)  24.B e4²]

23.dxc6 [23.Q d3 g6 24.b x e5 N xe5= 25.Q x a6? b3! 26.a x b3 N f3+! 27.K

h1  (27.gxf3 Q g5+–+)  27...N d4µ]

23...b   x   c3   24.b   x   c3   R   x   c6=  [The   position   is   absolutely   equal,   the

opponents could agree a draw right now...]

25.B e4 R b6 [Worse is 25...R x c3?! 26.R x c3 b x c3 27.Q d3²]

26.c4 g6 27.R b1 R x b1 28.Q x b1 Q b8 29.Q x b8 R x b8 30.g4

½–½

 (47) Grischuk,Alexander (2724) - Sorokin,Maxim (2599) [C83]

RUS-chT Sochi (7), 25.04.2005

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 N c5 10.c3 B e7 11.B c2 d4 12.N b3 d3 13.B b1

[Leads to a slightly better endgame for black: 13.N xc5 dxc2 14.Q x d8+ R x

d8 15.N xe6 fxe6 16.B e3 which occured in the game Sutovsky,E-Sorokin,M

played just one day earlier...]

13...N   xb3   14.a   x   b3   B   f5   15.B   e3   0–0   16.B   d4   Q   d5   17.R   e1  [It's

interesting that this position has arisen in a few games with White's turn to

move. This could happen after 10...?g4 11.?c2 ?e7 12.?e1 d4 13.?b3 d3

14.?b1 ?xb3 15.a x b3 ?f5 16.?e3 0–0 17.?d4 ?d5. After 18.?e3 Sorokin

managed to hold in the game Ol ,L-Sorokin,M/Norilsk 1987 (½–½,57). The

current game was less successful for Sorokin, so probably White's extra

tempo is in black's favour?!]

[17.b x d3 b x d3 18.Q x d3 Q x b3 19.Q e4 N xd4 20.N xd4 Q x b2 21.N f5

R a e8 22.R x a6 Q x c3µ 0–1 Maus,S-Pieper Emden,C/Bundesliga 1989

(36)]

17...N d8!?N [After 17...R f d8 White got a preferable position in the game

Svidler,P-Motylev,A/Moscow 2004/CBM 104 [Postny,E]]

18.e6!? [Preventing Black to occupy the e6 square with the knight.]

[18.b4 N e6 19.b x d3 b x d3 20.Q x d3 R f d8 and White is not able to hold

his extra pawn, for example: 21.R e d1  (21.R a d1 a5!)  21...N xd4 22.cxd4 b

x b4]

18...fxe6 [18...N xe6?! 19.R e5 Q d7 20.R x f5 N xd4 21.N xd4 c5 22.Q x d3

g6  (22...cxd4? 23.R d5+–)  23.R f4 cxd4 24.R x d4±; 18...b x e6 19.Q x d3 Q

h5 20.R e5 looks unattractive for Black as well.]

19.b x d3 b x d3 20.R e5 [20.Q x d3? c5 21.R e5 Q d7 22.Q e4 cxd4 23.Q x

a8 N c6 24.Q x a6 R x f3]

20...Q d7 21.Q x d3 N f7 [A principled continuation was: 21...c5!? 22.Q e4

(22.R h5? g6  (22...h6?? 23.R x h6!+–)  23.N e5 Q e8 24.Q h3 cxd4 25.R x h7

B f6 26.N d7 B g7 27.N xf8 Q x f8µ) 22...cxd4 23.Q x a8 N c6 24.Q x a6 R x

f3 25.R x b5 R f6 with chances for both sides.]

22.R e3 c5 23.B e5 Q x d3 24.R x d3 R f d8 25.R x d8+ N xd8 26.B f4²

[White has a small, but long-lasting advantage thanks to his superior pawn

structure.]

26...N c6 27.N d2 [Transfering the knight to a more active position.]

[27.K f1² fol owed by K e2 was possible as wel .]

27...e5 28.B g3 K f7 29.K f1 K e6 30.f3 N b8 31.N e4 N d7 32.c4 N b6?! 

[32...b x c4 33.b x c4 a5²]

33.B f2?! [33.R a5! b x c4 34.N xc5+ K f7 35.b4±]

33...b x c4 34.b4 N d7 35.b x c5 K d5 36.R a4 a5 [After 36...N xc5 37.R a5

R c8 Black does not lose material immediatly, but his position is tightened

forever.]

37.c6 [37.N c3+ K c6 38.R x c4 R b8 39.R a4 B d8  (39...R x b2? 40.R x a5

 R c2 41.N e4 b x c5 42.b x c5 N xc5 43.N xc5 R x c5 44.R a7+–)  40.R a2

 (40.R g4 R x b2 41.R x g7 R b3 42.N e4 a4 43.R g8 a3 44.R x d8 a2 45.R

 a8 R b1+ 46.K e2 a1Q 47.R x a1 R x a1)  40...N xc5 41.b x c5 Kxc5 42.K

e2²]

37...N f6 38.N c3+ Kxc6 39.R x c4+ K d7 40.B b6?! [This move appeares

to be a waste of time.]

[¹40.N a4 N d5 41.K e2]

40...R b8 41.N a4 N d5 42.B f2 R b3? [Obviously missing white's reply.]

[42...R b4 43.N c5+ b x c5 44.R x c5 K d6 45.R x a5 R x b2=]

43.R c5! [This simple tactical trick yields white a pawn.]

43...K e6 44.R x a5 [White has won a pawn, but Black keeps chances for a

draw thanks to his mobile pieces.]

44...N f4? [It was necessary to play actively: 44...B b4! 45.R b5  (45.R c5 R

 d3„)  45...R d3 46.R x b4 N xb4 47.N c5+ K d5 48.N xd3 N xd3 49.b3 N c1

50.b4 K c4 51.B c5 N d3²]

45.R a6+ K f7 46.R a7 K f8 47.B e1 R d3 48.N c3 B c5 49.R c7 B b4 50.R

c4 B d6 51.N e4+– [White successful y regrouped his pieces.]

51...K e7 52.R c6 B b8 53.B b4+ K d8 54.B d2 N d5 55.R c5 N f4 56.R b5

B c7 57.b x f4 [Eliminating the annoying knight in order to activate the king.]

57...exf4 58.K e2 R d4 59.N c5 R c4 60.K d3 R c1 61.N e6+ K d7 62.N xc7

[One has to be careful, when transposing to a rooks endgame, which are

frequently drawish. In this case it's a correct decision, since white is winning

a second pawn by force.]

62...Kxc7 63.R f5 R d1+ 64.K e4 K d6 65.Kxf4 R d2 66.K g3 K e6 [66...R x

b2 67.R f7+–]

67.R b5 [Two extra pawns promise White an easy win.]

67...K f6 68.b4 R b2 69.R b8 h5 70.b5 h4+ 71.K h3 g5 72.b6 R b4 73.b7 K

g7 74.g3 hxg3 75.Kxg3! [It was not too late to spoil everything: 75.hxg3?? 

g4+! and black reaches theoretically drawn position.; 75.Kxg3 K h7 76.h4! 

gxh4+ 77.K h3 K g7 78.f4+–]

1–0

 (48) Grischuk,Alexander (2720) - AvruK h,Boris (2652) [C90]

EU-Cup 21st Saint Vincent (2.2), 19.09.2005

 [Erenburg,S]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 d6

8.c3 0–0 9.a3  [This rare continuation has its point- White covers the b4

square, liberates the a2 square for the light-squared bishop. Also, this move

is semi-waiting: White waits for Black's actions, that wil  define his plans.]

9...B   e6  [Black   offers   a   trade   of   the   light-squared   bishops,   which   is

considered as the most popular continuation. Other possibilities are:]

[9...R e8 10.d4 h6 11.NB d2 B f8 12.B a2 B d7 13.b4 a5 14.Q b3 R e7

 (14...Q e7 15.d5 N d8 16.c4 a x b4 17.a x b4²)  15.d5 N a7 16.c4 a x b4 17.a

x   b4   b   x   c4   18.N   xc4   Q   b8   19.N   a5²   ½–½   Galliamova,A-Xie

Jun/Kazan/Shenyang   1999/CBM   073/[Hecht]   (84);   9...K   h8   10.d4   exd4

11.cxd4 d5 12.N e5  (12.e5 N e4 13.N c3 N xc3 14.b x c3 B f5=; 12.b x d5 N

 xd5 13.exd5 Q x d5 14.N c3 Q d8 15.d5 N a5÷)  12...N a5 13.b x d5 N xd5

14.exd5 Q x d5 15.B d2 B b7 16.N f3 N c6 17.N c3 Q d8 18.d5 N a5 19.B f4

N c4÷ ½–½ K harlov,A-Grischuk,A/Moscow 1999/CBM 075 (39); 9...N a5

10.B c2 c5 11.d4 exd4N Taking with the e-? is a true novelty here. The point

is that Black can follow it up with ?g4. 

a)  11...Q   c7   12.NB   d2   (12.b4   cxb4   13.cxb4   N   c4÷   1–0   Suetin,A-

Lengyel,L/Sarajevo   1965/MCD   (67) )   12...cxd4   The   standard   way   to

exchange in the Ruy Lopez. 13.cxd4 B g4 14.h3 b x f3 15.N xf3 R a c8 16.R

e2² 1–0 Suetin,A-Oldach,E/Bad Wildbad 1997/EXT 99 (32); 

b)  11...N c6 12.Q d3 B g4 13.NB d2 cxd4 14.cxd4 exd4 15.N xd4 N xd4

16.Q x d4 R c8= ½–½ Minic,D-Milic,B/Beograd 1966/EXT 99 (20); 

12.cxd4 B g4 13.NB d2  (13.d5 N c4 14.NB d2 N xd2 15.b x d2 N d7÷ ??f6 )

13...cxd4 14.h3 B h5 15.g4 d3!  (15...N xg4 16.hxg4 b x g4 17.N b3²; 15...B

 g6 16.N xd4 d5 17.e5 b x c2 18.Q x c2 N d7 19.e6?)  16.b x d3 B g6 17.N f1

 (17.N d4 d5=)  17...d5 18.e5  (18.exd5 b x d3 19.Q x d3 Q x d5 20.Q x d5 N

 xd5=)  18...N e4 19.N e3 N c6 Already the position isn´t al  that comfortable

for   White.   Short   decides   to   break   out   with   an   imaginative   manoeuvre. 

 (19...N c4=)   20.N f5!?  (20.Q c2 R c8 21.N xd5 N xe5 22.N xe7+ Q x e7

 23.Q d1 N xd3 24.Q x d3 R f d8µ; 20.B c2 B c5 21.B b3 N e7 22.N h4÷)

20...b x f5 21.gxf5 Q c8 22.!?  (22.Q c2 Q x f5! 23. dxe4 24.B x e4 Q x h3

 25.Q   x  c6   R   a   c8   26.Q   b7   B   c5‚)   22...dxe4   23.B   x  e4°   ½–½   Short,N-

Almasi,Z/Pamplona 1999/CBM 075/[Wedberg] (42); 9...h6 10.d4 B g4 11.B

a2 exd4 12.cxd4 d5 13.e5 N e4 14.h3 B h5 15.g4 B g6 16.Q b3 Q e8 17.N

c3  (17.Q x d5 R d8 18.Q b3 N xd4µ)  17...N a5 18.Q d1 N xc3 19.b x c3 N

c4³ 0–1 K harlov,A-Grischuk,A/Moscow 1999/CBM 075 (35)]

10.d4 [taking control of the centre.]

[Nothing gives 10.b x e6 fxe6 11.d4 N h5  (11...Q c8 12.NB d2 N d7 13.a4 N

 d8÷  ½–½ K harlov,A-Nenashev,A/Moscow 1992/CBM 33 (42) )   12.d5 N a5

13.b4 N c4 14.dxe6 Q e8? 0–1 Azaric,S-Ziatdinov,R/Belgrade 1989/EXT 97

(40)]

10...b x b3 [10...B g4 leads to C91, a  theoretical position with White's extra

tempo a2–a3. 11.B e3 exd4 12.cxd4 d5 13.e5 N e4 14.NB d2 Q d7 15.Q b1²

0–1 Suetin,A-Smagin,S/Moscow 1982/MCD (77)]

11.Q x b3 N d7 [liberating the square f6 for the dark-squared bishop. Black

tried also:]

[11...Q b8 12.NB d2 Q b6 13.d5 N a5 14.Q d1 c5  (14...c6 15.dxc6 Q x c6

 16.Q   c2   R   a   c8÷)   15.b4   N   b   16.R   b1   Rfc8   17.N   f1   a5„   0–1   Suetin,A-

Keres,P/Tal inn 1965/URS-ch (40); The immediate 11...d5 doesn't equalize:

12.exd5 N a5 13.Q c2 exd4 14.cxd4 N xd5 15.N c3 N xc3 16.Q x c3 N c4

17.a4 B f6 18.b3 N d6 19.B f4² /? ½–½ Nijboer,F-Hamdouchi,H/Wijk aan

Zee 2004/CBM 099 (93)]

12.Q   c2N  [moving   away   the   queen   from   a   possible   ?c6–a5   attack. 

According to my database, this position appeared for the first time.]

[In the previous game White continued 12.NB d2 B f6 13.d5 N a5 14.Q c2 N

b6 15.N f1 c5 16.dxc6 Q c7 17.B e3 Nac4 18.b x b6 N xb6 19.N e3 Q x c6

20.R a d1² ½–½ Suetin,A-Stein,L/Kiev 1964/URS-ch (47)]

12...N a5 13.NB d2 [covering the c4 square.]

[Worth considering is: 13.R d1!? Q c8  (13...exd4 14.cxd4 c5 15.dxc5 dxc5

 16.N e5 R a7 17.N c3 B f6 18.B f4±)  14.NB d2 c5 15.b4 N b  (15...cxb4 16.a

 x b4 N c4 17.N xc4 Q x c4 18.dxe5²)  16.b x c5 exd4 17.cxd4 dxc5 18.d5 Q

c7 19.B b2²; 13.b4 weakens the spot c4. 13...N c4]

13...exd4 14.cxd4 c5 [Black attacks White's centre, hoping to open either a

long diagonal for the dark-squared bishop or the c-file for the queenside

rook.]

15.b4! [15.d5 is bad from a strategical point of view- Black is getting a long

diagonal and the c5 and b3 spots: 15...B f6!]

15...N c6 16.b x c5 [getting two pawns in centre.]

[Nothing promises 16.B b2 N xd4 17.N xd4 cxd4 18.b x d4 B f6 19.N f3 N

e5=]

16...dxc5 17.d5 Nce5 [White has more pawns in the centre, than black. But, 

they are blocked by black's light pieces... Now black's plan should be an

occupation of the stronghold d3 by c5–c4 followed by ?d3.]

18.N xe5 [18.B b2 B f6 19.a4 c4„]

18...N   xe5   19.B   b2   B   f6   20.f4  [White   has   to   push   forward   his   pawns. 

Otherwise, Black wil  be better:]

[20.R a d1 c4 21.b x e5 b x e5 22.N f3 f6³; 20.a4 c4!³  (20...N d3 21.Q x d3 b

 x b2 22.R a b1 c4 23.Q c2 c3 24.N f3±) ]

20...N d3! 21.e5! [21.Q x d3 b x b2³]

21...c4! [opening the diagonal a7–g1, thus, threatening mate.]

[If black captures the e1 rook, his position wil  become unpleasant in view of

losing the bishop: 21...N xe1? 22.R x e1 B h4 23.g3 b x g3 24.hxg3 Q x d5

25.N e4±]

22.R f1 [covering the square f2.]

[22.R e4 is a bit risky: 22...B h4 23.g3 Q d7 24.gxh4 Q g4+ 25.K f1 N xf4

26.R x f4 Q x f4+ 27.K g1 R a d8 28.d6 f6 29.exf6 R x f6  (29...R x d6 30.N

 e4 Q e3+ 31.K h1 Q f3+ 32.K g1 R d3³)  30.b x f6 Q x f6 31.R f1 Q x d6³]

22...Q b6+ 23.K h1 N f2+? [allowing White to get an advantage.]

[Stronger was 23...B d8! 24.R f3!  (24.N e4 Q b7 25.N c3 B a5 26.d6 R a e8

 27.N e2 f6 28.N g3 B b6 29.N f5 fxe5 30.fxe5 Q c8 31.N e7+ R x e7µ)  24...N

f2+ 25.K g1 N g4+ 26.K h1 N f2+=]

24.R x f2 Q x f2 25.R f1 [25.exf6 R f d8 26.R f1 Q e2 leads to the game.]

25...Q e2 26.exf6 R f d8 27.Q f5? [throwing away his advantage.]

[Better was 27.Q c1 R x d5 28.N b1! Q g4 29.N c3±]

27...g6 28.Q g5 Q h5! [The queen rescues his monarch, coming back in the

nick of time!]

29.Q x h5 [29.Q g3 leads to an unclear position. 29...R x d5 30.N f3 R d3÷]

29...gxh5 30.h4 R x d5 31.N e4 R a d8 [threatening with the trade of the

rooks.]

32.K   h2   R   d1   33.R   f2  [Of   course,   White   cannot   change   the   rooks. 

Otherwise, Black's c-pawn wil  become unstoppable.]

33...h6  [covering the square g5, thus, preparing to activate his monarch, 

moving him to g6 via h7.]

34.B c3 [White activates his bishop, transfering it to b4.]

34...R1d3 35.B b4 R e3= [Now Black is controlling both the open e- and f-

file. The position is objectively equal.]

36.N d6 R d3?! [Inaccuracy, that gives White some chances. Now White wil

be able to take control over the open e-file.]

[Stronger was 36...a5! 37.N b 

a) 37.N f5 a x b4! 38.N xe3 b x a3 39.R a2 R d3 40.N c2 R d2 41.K g3 K h7

42.f5 R x c2 43.R x c2 b4–+; 

b) 37.B c5 R d3 38.N f5  (38.N xb5 R8d5–+)  38...K h7³; 

37...a x b4 38.N xd8 b x a3 39.N c6 R b3 40.R a2 K h7 41.f5 c3 42.N d4 R

b4 43.R x a3 R x d4 44.R x c3 R x h4+ 45.K g1 R f4 46.R c5 b4 47.R b5 h4

48.R b7 R x f5 49.R x b4=]

37.N f5 K h7 [protecting the h6 pawn.]

38.R e2 R3d5 39.N g3 R c8 40.R e7 [40.N e4 K g6=]

40...K g8? [Black should have continued with 40...c3! 41.R x f7+ K g6 42.R

a7 c2 43.N e2 Kxf6 44.R x a6+ K f7 45.R x h6 R e8 46.N c1 R d1 47.N b3 R

e3 48.R c6=]

41.N e4 R c6 42.B c3²  [Now white's pieces become very active. Black's

queenside pawns are blocked, so White has got some chances to win the

game.]

42...R d3 43.K g1 [43.R e5 deserves attention: 43...R e6 44.R x e6  (44.K g1

 R x e5 45.fxe5 R e3–+)  44...fxe6 45.K g1 K f7  (45...R e3 46.K f2  47.K f3+–)

46.K f2 K g6 47.K e2 K f7²]

43...a5 44.K f2?! [White had more chances after 44.R e5 b4  (44...R e6 45.K

 f2±)  45.a x b4 a x b4 46.b x b4 c3 47.b x c3 Rcxc3 48.N xc3 R x c3 49.R x

h5 K h7 50.K h2 K g6  (50...R c6 51.R f5 K g6 52.g4+–)  51.g4 R c2+ 52.K g3

R c3+ 53.K f2 R c4 54.K e3 R a4 55.R f5 (55.f5+ Kxf6 56.R x h6+ K e5

57.g5   (57.K f3 R a3+=)   57...Kxf5 58.R f6+ K g4 59.R x f7 R a3+=) 55...R

a3+ 56.K d2 R a2+ 57.K c3 R a3+ 58.K b4 R h3 59.h5+ K h7 60.K c5 R h4

61.K d6 R x g4 62.K e7 K g8 63.R d5 R x f4 64.R d8+ K h7 65.R f8  (65.Kxf7

 R x f6+=)  65...R e4+ 66.Kxf7 R e7+=]

44...b4! [Black sacrifices the pawn, in order to push  his c-pawn foward.]

45.a x b4 a x b4 46.b x b4 c3 47.N xc3  [There is no other way to stop

black's passed pawn.]

47...Rdxc3 48.b x c3 R x c3 49.R e3 R c6 50.K f3 R x f6=  [The rook

endgame three on two is theoretical y drawish. The rest needs no comment.]

51.R e5 R a6 52.R x h5 K g7 53.K g4 R a2 54.g3 R a3 55.R b5 R c3 56.f5

h5+ 57.K f4 R c4+ 58.K e5 R c3 59.R b8 R x g3 60.f6+ K h7 61.R f8 R e3+

62.K f5 R f3+ 63.K g5 R g3+ 64.Kxh5 R g5+! 65.hxg5

½–½

 (49) Shirov,Alexei (2720) - Blatny,Pavel (2520) [C88]

Elista ol (Men) 33rd Elista (5.1), 03.10.1998

 [Blatny,P]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.a4 B b7 9.d3 d6 10.NB d2 N d7 11.c3 [11.a x b5 a x b5 12.R x a8 b x a8

13.N f1 N c5 14.B d5 N e6 15.N g3² Shirov,A-Anand,V/Monaco/1997/]

11...N c5 12.B c2 [12.a x b5 a x b5 13.R x a8 b x a8 14.B c2 N e6  (14...B f6

 15.b4 N e6 16.N f1 B b7 17.N e3 g6 18.B b3 B g7 19.h4 B c8 20.h5!‚

Kasparov,G-Short,N/London (m7)/1993 )  15.b4 N g5 16.B b3 B f6 17.N f1 N

xf3+ 18.Q x f3 g6 19.N e3 B g5 20.g3 h5 21.h4 B h6 22.N d5 b x c1 ??g7=

Zagrebelny,S-Blatny,P/Moscow olm/1994]

12...N xa4 13.b x a4 b x a4 14.Q x a4 K h8! [:÷a6 Heute bin ich überzeugt, 

dass diese Fortsetzung stärker ist als]

[14...Q c8?! Almasi,Z-Blatny,P/AUT-tch/1998/ was geschah in meiner Partie

gegen Almasi in der Oesterreichischen Staatsliga. ]

15.N c4 [15.d4 exd4 16.cxd4 d5 17.e5 N b4„ Korneev,O-Giorgadze,G/Anibal

op/ 1997/]

15...f5 16.N e3 [16.exf5?! R x f5 17.N e3 R f4 18.Q b3 R b8 19.N d5 R g4÷]

16...fxe4N  [Erste   kritische   Entscheidung   und   Abweichung   von   der

bekannten   Partie   Anand-Timman.   Meiner   Meinung   nach   sol   man   die

Stel ung offenhalten.]

[16...f4 17.N d5 g5 18.h3 h5  (18...R g8!?„  Timman )  19.Q d1!? …g4? 20.N

h2! f3 21.hxg4 hxg4 22.N xg4 fxg2 23.Kxg2+–]

17.dxe4   Q   e8! [17...B   g5   18.N   xg5   (18.N   d5   b   x   c1   19.Raxc1   N   e7

 20.Rcd1÷)  18...Q x g5 19.N d5²]

18.N f5 B d8 [Mit diesem und weiteren zwei Zuegen wollte ich einfach zuviel

und wich daher von eventuellen Ausgleichsfortsetzungen ab. ]

[18...Q g6!? 19.N xe7 N xe7 20.Q b4!? R a b8  (20...R x f3? 21.Q x b7 R a f8

 22.B e3+–)  21.N xe5! dxe5 22.Q x e7 B x e4 23.Q g5 Q x g5 24.b x g5 B d3

25.b4 ?/= ??]

19.B g5 g6 [19...h6 20.b x d8 N xd8 21.Q x e8 R x e8² ?; 19...b x g5!? 20.N

xg5 Q g6  (20...B c8)  21.N f3 N d8! ??e6?]

20.N e3! [20.b x d8 gxf5! 21.b x c7 Q d7 22.B b6 R f6!° ??g8,?h6]

20...K g7?! [¹20...b x g5! 21.N xg5 Q e7„ ??d8–e6–f4,c5; 20...R x f3 21.b x

d8 R f7  (21...R x e3?? 22.B f6++–)  22.B g5² ×f6–g5–h6]

21.N d5 Q f7 22.B e3 h6 23.c4?! [¹23.N d2 N e7 24.c4²]

23...g5! 24.c5 N e7 [24...g4 25.N d2 B g5 26.Q d1 b x e3 27.fxe3 K h8„ ?? 

f2–d2]

25.N c3 [??b4]

25...Q e6 26.R a d1?! [26.cxd6 cxd6 27.R a d1]

26...B c6! 27.Q c2 [27.Q a3? R x f3 28.gxf3 N g6‚ ??h3,?h4]

27...N g6! [Während der Partie dachte ich, ich habe eine vielversprechende

Qualitätsopfermöglichkeit versäumt, aber in die Analyse fand ich, dass der

Partiezug die besten Chancen gibt.  ]

[27...R x f3 28.gxf3 N g6 29.K h1 Q h3 30.Q e2 N h4 31.R g1 N xf3 32.R

g2±]

28.N d2 h5!? [28...B e7 29.N f1 dxc5 30.N g3]

29.cxd6 cxd6 30.N f1 h4 31.Q d2 h3 32.N g3! [In diese Partiephase spielte

Alexei   einfach   hervorragend   und   entdeckte   auch   mit   kurzer   restlicher

Bedenkzeit alle Gefahren.]

[32.b x g5 hxg2; 32.Q x d6 Q g4  (32...Q c8 33.N g3 B e7)  33.N g3 R f6 34.f3

R x d6 35.fxg4 R x d1 36.R x d1 hxg2²]

32...hxg2 33.Q x d6 Q c8!? [33...Q x d6 34.R x d6 N h4  (34...R c8 35.N f5+

 K h7 36.R a1 a5²)  35.R a1  (35.R x c6 N f3+ 36.Kxg2 N xe1+ 37.K f1 N d3µ)

35...B e8 36.Raxa6 R b8 37.N f5+ N xf5 38.exf5 R x f5 39.Kxg2 B c7 40.R

d2±; 33...Q h3?? 34.Q x c6 N h4 35.Q d7++–]

34.N d5! [Wieder die richtige Entscheidung. Jetzt ist die kritische Stel ung

entstanden. Leider spielte meine fehlende Erfahrung mit der "Fischer-Uhr" 

eine  wichtige  Rolle. Statt alles  genau  durchzurechnen, hat  mich  Alexei's

hängendes  Blättchen dazu verlockt, schnel  "auf Zeit" zu ziehen... Hier aber

bekommt jeder 30 sec pro Zug!]

[34.N f5+ R x f5 35.exf5 N h4° 36.N d5? Q x f5! 37.Q x c6 N f3+!  (37...Q h3

 38.f4!)  38.Kxg2 Q g4+ 39.K h1 Q h3 40.B f4™ exf4 41.Q b7+ K f8™  (41...K

 g6? 42.N xf4+! gxf4 43.R g1++–)  42.Q b4+ K f7 43.Q b7+ (43.R e7+ b x e7

44.Q x e7+ K g8 45.N f6+ K h8 46.R d8+™ R x d8 47.Q x d8+ K g7 48.N

e8+ K f7 49.N d6+ K g6 50.Q g8+ K f6  (50...K h5?? 51.Q h7+ K g4 52.Q

 d7+ K h4 53.N f5+ K h5 54.Q h7+ K g4 55.N h6+ K h4 56.N g8+ K g4 57.N

 f6#)  51.Q d8+ K g7  (51...K e5? 52.N f7+ K e4 53.N xg5+ N xg5 54.Q x g5±; 

 51...K g6 52.Q g8+=)  52.Q e7+ K h6 53.Q f6+ K h7  (53...K h5?? 54.Q f7+

 +–)  54.Q f7+ K h8 55.Q f8+=) 43...K f8=]

34...B a4? [Mit richtigem]

[¹34...N h4! ist die Stellung immer noch sehr unklar, z.B.: …35.Q x e5+?! 

 (35.N f5+ R x f5 36.exf5 Q x f5 37.Q x c6 N f3+ 38.Kxg2 Q g4+ 39.K h1 Q

 h3 40.B f4 exf4 41.Q b7+ K f8=; 35.R e2? Q h3!–+)  35...K f7!÷; 34...b x d5

35.N f5+!  (35.R x d5 N h4 36.R c1 Q h3 37.Q d7+ Q x d7 38.R x d7+²)

35...K h7 36.R x d5+–]

35.N f5+! R x f5 36.R c1! B c2? [Nach diesem Fehler ist alles gelaufen. Ich

übersah den 38. Zug von Weiss. Ich sollte besser versuchen die Damen zu

tauschen, was gute praktische Rettungschancen bietet.]

[¹36...Q d7 37.Q  x d7+  b x  d7  38.exf5 N   h4  39.R  e d1 b x  f5 40.f3  R

b8! ?/? ?  (40...N xf3+ 41.Kxg2±) ]

37.exf5 Q x f5 38.B d2!+– [38.B b6 N h4 39.R e3+–]

38...N h4 39.R e3! [39.Q x e5+ Q x e5 40.R x e5 N f3+ 41.Kxg2 N xe5 42.R

x c2 K g6±]

39...R c8 [39...N f3+ 40.R x f3 Q x f3 41.B c3  (41.N c7 B b3 42.N xa8 Q x

 a8 43.Q d7+ B f7 44.R c8+–)  41...B e4 42.Q x e5+ K f7 43.R e1+–]

40.B c3 K h7 41.Q x e5 Q x e5 42.b x e5 R c5 [42...B f5 43.R x c8 b x c8

44.B c7+–]

43.N b4 B b6 44.N xc2 R x e5 45.R x e5 N f3+ 46.Kxg2 N xe5 47.N e3 N

d3 48.R c6 B d4 49.b3

1–0

 (50) Gashimov,Vugar (2717) - Shirov,Alexei (2741) [C89]

Poikovsky Karpov 09th Poikovsky (8), 16.07.2008

 [Stohl,I]

[The last decisive game of the whole tournament, its result meant that in

Poikovsky 4 players shared the top place.]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.c3 d5 9.exd5 N xd5 10.N xe5 N xe5 11.R x e5 c6 12.d4 [The equally

popular main alternative was also featured in Poikovsky, with Shirov this

time  facing the the Marshal : 12.d3 B  d6 13.R e1 B  f5 14.Q f3 A more

popular move is 14...Q h4 (14...R e8 15.R x e8+ Q x e8 16.N d2 Q e6?!N

 ( The only consistent continuation is the main line  16...Q e1+! 17.N f1 B g6°)

17.h3 R e8 18.N e4 B x e4 19.dxe4 Q e5  (¹19...Q x e4 20.Q x e4  21.K f1²

??  )  20.K f1 B c5 21.B d2 Q h2 22.K e2 R e6 23.K d3! R f6 24.Q g3 Q x g3+

25.fxg3± Shirov,A (2741)-Onischuk,A (2670)/Poikovsky/2008/) 15.g3 Q h3

16.b x d5 cxd5 17.Q x d5 R a d8 18.Q g2 Q h5  (18...Q x g2+ 19.Kxg2 b x

 d3= /? leads to an ?, which is almost impossible to win for White. However, 

Black has no active chances whatsoever and must defend with care; the

latest example went  20.B e3 B e4+ 21.f3 B c6 22.N d2 Rfe8 23.B d4 R x e1

 24.R x e1 f6 25.K f2 h5 26.N e4 B f8 27.R e2 K f7 28.N c5 b x c5 29.b x c5

 R   d7   30.B   d4   a5   31.b3

   1/2,   Leko,P   (2741)-Naiditsch,A

(2624)/Dortmund/2008/  The   ?   give   Black   excel ent   chances   to   hold,   but

Leko didn't even press on - the draw gave him an unshared tournament

victory.  31...a4„)  19.B e3 B h3!?  ( This idea of Bacrot and Naiditsch (!) has

replaced the natural older continuation  19...b x d3 20.N d2 B f5 21.Q c6²)

20.Q h1 f5 21.B b6  (21.f4!? B c7 22.N d2 R x d3 23.N b3 B g4 24.Q g2 B f3

 25.Q f2 B a8 26.N c5 R d6 27.B d4 Q f7„   Shirov,A (2740)-Jakovenko,D

(2711)/RUS-chT Dagomys/2008/ )  21...R d7 22.Q d5+ K h8 23.N d2 b x g3! 

24.Q x d7 B f4 25.Q b7 b x d2 26.B d4 R g8 27.R e7  (¹27.K h1 B g4 28.b x

 g7+ R x g7 29.Q b8+=  is a safe choice.  )  27...B c1! 28.R e1 B f4 29.R e3 b x

e3 30.b x e3 R e8  (30...h6 31.Q c7 R e8 32.B d4 R e7 33.Q g3 K h7 34.f3

Sutovsky,E (2654)-Jakovenko,D (2709)/Poikovsky/2008/  34...f4 35.Q x f4 R

 e2 36.B f2 R x b2? /?  )  31.B d4?  (31.Q c7 Q e2 32.Q c6 R g8= /?  ; 31.K h1

 h6! ??e7?  )  31...Q g4+ 32.K h1 h6 33.f4 R e7! 34.Q a8+ K h7 35.B e5 Q e2

36.R g1 B g4–+ Smeets,J (2573)-Bacrot,E (2700)/Wijk aan Zee-B/2008/]

12...B   d6   13.R   e1   Q   h4   14.g3   Q   h3   15.B   e3  [Gashimov   chooses   the

classical move.]

[Svidler himself introduced into high-level practice the interesting 15.Q e2!? 

B g4  (15...B d7!? 16.Q f1 Q h5 17.N d2 R a e8 18.f3 N f4 19.R x e8 R x e8

 20.N e4 N h3+ 21.K g2 N f4+ 22.K g1 N h3+ 23.K g2  1/2, Kasimdzhanov,R

(2681)-Bacrot,E (2700)/FRA-chT Noyon/2008/ )  16.Q f1 - and he also came

up with the latest wrinkle 16...R a e8!?  (16...Q h5 17.N d2 R a e8 18.R x e8

 R x e8 19.f3 B f5? 20.N e4!±   was premiered in Svidler,P (2735)-Leko,P

(2751)/WC Mexico City/2007/ )   17.R x e8 Q x f1+ 18.Kxf1 R x e8 19.K g2

 (19.B d2 N b6°)  19...B f5 20.N d2 R e1 21.a4 b4 22.N f3 B e4 23.B c2 N

e3+! 24.b x e3! b x f3+ 25.Kxf3 R x a1 26.c4 R a2 27.c5 B b8  (27...B e7!?)

28.B c1° ×c6 28...R a1 29.B e3 R a2 30.B c1 R a1 31.B e3 1/2, Volokitin,A

(2684)-Svidler,P (2746)/Foros/2008/; 15.R e4 g5!÷ is another complex line, 

which attracted the attention of the world elite especial y in 2007.]

15...B g4 16.Q d3 R a e8 17.N d2 R e6 18.a4 Q h5 [Introduced by Spassky

in 1965, this move has for more than a decade been considered Black's

most solid option. It underlines the main positional characteristics of the

Marshal   (long-term   piece   activity,   combined   with   pressure   on   the   light

squares and the ?) and is less committal, than the openly aggressive]

[18...f5 , or; 18...b x a4]

19.a x b5 a x b5 20.N f1  [Gashimov stil  played this move quite fast, it's

White's most popular choice. Other options are:]

[After 20.N e4 Black solves his opening problems with 20...B f5 21.B d2  22. 

N f6 23.f3 Q g6! ??e4,?g3 24.Q f1  (24.B c2)  24...N x e4 25.fxe4 B x e4 26.B

f4 B d3 27.Q f2 b x f4 28.Q x f4 h6 29.Q f2 R e8 30.R e1 R x e1+ 31.Q x e1

B   e4   32.Q   f2=   1/2,   Svidler,P   (2635)-Kamsky,G   (2735)/Groningen/1995/; 

20.Q f1 Rfe8!? (20...B h3 21.B d1 Q f5 22.Q e2 c5 23.N f3 B f4 24.Q d2

 (24.B c2 Q g4 25.Q d3 g6 26.N e5 b x e5 27.dxe5 Q f3 28.Q e4 Q x e4 29.B

 x e4 N xe3 30.R x e3 R x e5=   Svidler,P (2728)-Kramnik,V (2766)/Monte

Carlo rpd/2007/ )  24...N xe3 25.fxe3 B h6 26.Q f2 Rfe8 27.B c2  (27.N e5?! Q

 x f2+ 28.Kxf2 f6 29.B g4 R x e5 30.b x h3 b x e3+ 31.K f3 cxd4³   Leko,P

(2749)-Kramnik,V (2766)/Monte Carlo rpd/2007/ )  27...Q h5 28.e4  (28.N e5

 f6   29.B   d1   Q   g5   30.N   d3   Relic,Rybka-Equidistance/Freestyle

playchess.com/2006/  30...Q x e3 31.R x e3 b x e3 32.N f4 b x f2+ 33.Kxf2

 cxd4 34.N xh3 R e3 35.cxd4 R d3°)  28...R f6 29.B d1 B g4  (29...g6? 30.e5

 R f5 31.Q e2 cxd4 32.cxd4 R d8 33.Q e4 Q g4 34.Q x g4 b x g4 35.N h4 R

 g5 36.b x g4 R x g4 37.N f3  1–0, Wang Hao (2684)-Grischuk,A (2716)/RUS-

chT Dagomys/2008/ )   30.R f1 cxd4!?  (30...B h3 31.e5 b x f1 32.exf6 Q h3

 33.N h4!²)  31.cxd4 B h3 32.R e1  (32.e5 b x f1 33.exf6 Q h3 34.R a3 b4 35.R

 b3 B c4 36.N e5 R x e5 37.dxe5 Q d7 38.B c2 b x b3 39.b x b3 Q d3 40.b x

 f7+ Kxf7 41.fxg7+ Kxg7 42.Q f6+ K g8 43.Q e6+ K g7=)  32...B g4 33.R a3!? 

÷ /?) 21.b x d5 Q x d5° has also been played more than once and is possibly

a simpler choice.; 20.B d1?! is premature: 20...b x d1 21.Raxd1 f5‚]

20...Rfe8 [A natural reaction. Although even after the exchange of the light-

squared ? Black retains his typical pressure, it would be interesting to know, 

what Gashimov had in his mind after the probably more accurate]

[¹20...B f5!? 21.Q d2 (21.Q d1 B g4 22.Q d2 Q h3 23.B d1 b x d1 24.Raxd1

f5 25.f4 g5 26.Q g2  (26.fxg5 f4 27.b x f4 b x f4 28.gxf4 N xf4 29.N g3™ Q g4

 30.R x e6 N h3+ 31.K g2 N f4+ 32.K g1=)  26...Q x g2+ 27.Kxg2 Rfe8 28.B

d2  R  x  e1  29.R   x  e1   R   x  e1   30.b   x e1  gxf4=   Karpov,A (2730)-Short,N

(2660)/Tilburg/1991/) 21...Rfe8 White's latest try wasn't too inspiring: 22.B

c2 

a) 22.B d1 Q g6 23.B f3 h5 24.R a6  (24.Q d1 h4 25.B d2 R x e1 26.b x e1 B

 c2   27.Q   c1   N   f4   28.N   e3

   Kruppa,Y   (2405)-Ginsburg,G

(2280)/Simferopol/1990/  28...B d3?)  24...h4 25.R x c6 N f4! 26.b x f4 R x e1

27.B e5  (27.R x d6? R x f1+! 28.Kxf1 B h3+ 29.K g1 Q d3!–+)  27...R x f1+

28.Kxf1 B h3+ 29.K e1 Q b1+ 30.Q d1 Q x b2 31.R x d6 Q x c3+ 32.K e2

hxg3 33.hxg3 R x e5+ 34.dxe5 Q x e5+ 35.B e4™ Q x e4+„ Fleetwood,D

(2487)-Olofsson,D (2515)/corr/1999/ Even the following notes il ustrate that

this line is currently more popular in correspondence/email games, than in

practical chess.; 

b) 22.b x d5 cxd5 23.B f4 R x e1 24.R x e1 R x e1 25.Q x e1 B e4 26.N d2 b

x f4 27.N x e4 dxe4 28.gxf4 Q g4+ 29.K f1 1/2, Ivanchuk,V (2660)-Sokolov,I

(2525)/Biel/1989/; 

22...B h3 23.Q d1 B g4 24.Q d3 Q h3 25.B d2 R e2  (25...B e2 26.R x e2! R

 x e2 27.R a6²)  26.R x e2 b x e2 27.R e1 b x d3 28.R x e8+ B f8 29.b x d3 Q

d7   30.R   e1   1/2,   Svidler,P  (2746)-Jakovenko,D   (2711)/Foros/2008/   In   the

final position Black is at least equal and he is possibly the one, who could

play on.]

21.B d1 b x d1  [21...f5 22.b x g4 Q x g4 23.B d2² makes White's task

slightly easier.]

22.Q x d1 Q f5 23.B d2 [23.R a6 h5! 24.R x c6 h4 25.B d2 h3!? (25...R x e1

26.b x e1 h3 27.f3 B f8 28.R a6 b4 29.R a1!  (29.R a5?  Sokolov,A (2585)-

Hellers,F (2525)/Reykjavik/1990/  29...N xc3!–+)  29...b x c3 30.b x c3 R c8

31.g4 Q g6 32.Q b1 Q c6 33.Q d3 N xc3 34.B d2² Figlio,G (2431)-Sarink,H

(2249)/corr/2004/) 26.R x e6 R x e6 27.R a6  (27.N e3 N xe3 28.b x e3 Q e4

 29.R c8+ B f8 30.K f1 R a6 31.R x f8+™ Kxf8 32.K e2 R a2 33.Q b3 Q b1

 34.K f3  Metz,W-Oim,T/corr/1988/  34...R x b2³)  27...Q e4 28.R a8+ B f8 29.f3

1/2, Droessler,U-Zenker,O/corr/2003/ 29...Q d3 30.K f2 b4°]

23...R x e1 24.b x e1 h5 25.h4 [25.B d2 h4?]

25...g6 [This rare move is quite useful.]

[Black must struggle to prove his compensation even after the more usual

25...c5 26.b3   (26.K g2 cxd4 27.Q x d4 B c5 28.Q d1 R e5! 29.Q f3 Q e6

 30.b4   B   b6   31.R   a8+   K   h7   32.R   a1   Q   g6   33.K   g1   N   f6?  Elburg,J-

Simmelink,J/corr/1999/ ; 26.dxc5 b x c5 27.K g2 -26.?g2 )  Nunn recommends

26...g6!? as a better move, but even here it's not quite clear if Black gets ful

equality: 

a) 26...cxd4 27.Q x d4 R e4 28.Q d3 B c5 29.K g2! ??d2,f3  (29.R a8+ K h7

 30.R e8 N xc3!! 31.K g2 K  g6 32. Q x e4+ 33.Q x e4+ N x e4 34.f3=

Chandler,M (2575)-Nunn,J (2585)/Hastings/1987/ ; 29.c4 N b4! 30.Q b1 Q

 f3?)  29...R e5 30.R a8+ K h7 31.Q x f5+ R x f5 32.f4 R f6 33.R c8 B d6 34.B

f2± Ward,R (2354)-Garcia Rojas,H (2191)/corr/2000/; 

b) 26...N f6 27.R a6 B b8 28.dxc5 Q x c5 29.R a2 B e5 30.R e2 N g4 31.Q

d3 R e6 32.K g2 R d6 33.Q f5 g6 34.Q c2 Mrugala,A (2319)-Heutgens,D

(2309)/corr/1995/; 

27.c4 b x c4 28.b x c4 N f6 29.R a6!?  (29.d5 N g4 ??e5?  )  29...R d8 30.B a5

R d7 31.d5 B e5 32.N e3 Q e4 33.B d2?!  (33.Q b3!? ??c3 )   33...R b7°

Patocka,F-Moynihan,K (2140)/corr/1997/]

26.b3!N [A logical and strong positional move - White has an extra pawn, so

he gets it moving. Although converting the material advantage is tough, it

seems that this is a line Black should avoid in the future.]

[26.K g2 c5 27.Q f3  (27.dxc5 b x c5 28.Q f3 Q d7 ??e5?  )  27...cxd4 28.Q x f5

gxf5 29.R d1 R e4 30.R x d4 R x d4 31.cxd4 f4 32.K f3 fxg3 33.fxg3 f5 34.N

e3 N xe3 35.Kxe3 K f7 36.d5 B e5 37.b3 K f6 38.K f3 K e7= De Silva,D

(2255)-Zenker,O (2428)/corr/2003/ is a typical example of Black's positional

trumps   lasting   right   into   the   ?,   which   he   holds   with   ease   -   his   ?   are

invincible.]

26...b4?! [Shirov was already running rather short of time. He chooses a

radical solution, but this al ows further simpiification. ]

[26...c5 27.c4² transposes to the 25...c5 line.; 26...N f6 27.c4²; 26...N b6!? 

27.R a6  (27.N e3 Q e4 ??g3 )  27...B c7²]

27.c4 N c3 28.b x c3 b x c3 29.c5! [Prevents the ? from supporting the ?c3]

[29.N e3 Q e4 30.N c2 R d8!?°]

29...c2 [29...B f8 30.R c1 Q e4 31.R x c3 R d8 32.R c4 B g7 33.d5²]

30.Q d2 B c7 [30...B f8!? is similar to 29...?f8 and was perhaps somewhat

better.]

31.R c1 Q f3 32.R x c2™ [32.Q x c2?? R e2–+; 32.N e3? b x g3–+]

32...Q x b3 33.Q c3² [/? White has definitely won the theoretical duel and

strives for an advantageous ?.]

33...Q d5 34.Q c4 Q e4 35.R d2 g5?!“ [Down to his last 2 minutes, Shirov

decides to act. However, now White achieves his goal and swaps ?.]

[More resilient is ¹35...R d8]

36.hxg5 h4 37.Q d3!? [The safe human choice.]

[The tactical solution 37.f3 Q x f3  (37...Q f5 38.d5±)  38.R f2 Q h5 39.R f6 b x

g3 40.g6 R e7 41.R x f7 Q e2 42.Q x e2 R x e2 43.N xg3 R e6!? 44.R f3

hxg3 45.R x g3 R e4² might well end up in a drawish ??.]

37...Q g4 [37...hxg3 38.N xg3±  (38.fxg3 Q g4 39.R h2±) ]

38.N e3 Q x g5 39.Q f5! Q x f5 [39...Q g7? 40.Q d7+–; 39...f6!? 40.Q x g5+

fxg5±]

40.N xf5 hxg3 41.fxg3± [×c6 Black has a permanent weakness on c6 and

this makes most of the simplified ? untenable.]

41...K h7 42.K g2 K g6 43.N h4+!? [43.g4 R e4 44.K f3 R f4+ 45.K e3

 (45.K e2!? K g5²)  45...K g5! 

(45...R x g4 46.N e7+ K f6  (46...K g5 47.R f2)  47.R e2!?  (47.N xc6 B f4+

 48.K f3 b x d2 49.Kxg4 K e6=)  47...R g3+ 48.K f2±) 46.N e7 R f6²]

43...K g5 44.R f2 R e7!? [44...R e3 45.R x f7 R x g3+ 46.K f2 Kxh4 47.R x

c7 R d3 48.R x c6 R x d4 49.R d6+–; 44...K g4 45.R x f7 b x g3 46.R g7+

Kxh4 47.R x g3 R d8 48.R g6 R x d4 49.K f3! R c4 50.R x c6+– K g5 51.K

e3 K f5 52.K d3 R c1 53.K d4+– is a slightly better, but stil  insufficient

version of the previous line - Black's ? is decisively cut off via the 6–th rank.]

45.N f5 R e1 [45...R e4!? 46.K h3 ??f3,?h4 46...R e6 47.N h4!? R e3 48.R

f5+ K h6 49.R f3  (49.N f3? K g6 50.g4 f6=)  49...R x f3 50.N xf3 K g6  (50...f5

 51.g4! fxg4+ 52.Kxg4 K g6 53.N e5+ K f6 54.K f4! ??e4+– )  51.g4±]

46.R  f3 R  d1 47.K f2  [??e2 Now Black's ? can't maintain the pressure

against d4.]

47...f6   48.K   e2   R   g1   49.K   d3!? [A   clean   solution,   White   consistently

centralizes his ?.]

[He is not distracted by the possibly equally strong. 49.N e7+–]

49...R e1 [49...K g4 50.K e4 ??e3,g4+–]

50.N e3 K g6 51.g4! [×f6]

51...R a1 52.K e4 R e1?!“  [This eases Gashimov's task, but the ? was

already beyond saving.]

53.R f1! R x f1 [53...R e2 54.R a1 B h2  (54...K g5 55.R a8+–)  55.K d3 R b2

56.R a6 B g1 57.R b6 R a2 58.N c2!?+–]

54.N xf1+– K f7 [54...K g5 55.N e3 B f4 56.K f3!? B c7  (56...B h2 57.N f5 B

 g1 58.K g3‡ K g6 59.K g2+–)  57.N f5 B d8 58.N g7 K g6 59.N e6 B a5 60.K

e4 K f7 61.d5+–]

55.K f5 B a5 56.N e3 B d2 57.N g2 B c3 58.K e4 K e6 59.N f4+ K d7 60.d5

cxd5+ 61.Kxd5 B d2 62.N e6 B c1 63.N d4 B e3 64.c6+ K c8 [64...K d8

65.N b5 K e7 66.N d6 K d8™ 67.N e4! K e7 68.N x f6+–]

65.N b5 B f2 66.K e6 B h4 67.c7 [67.c7 B g5  (67...B g3 68.Kxf6+–)  68.K d6

B f4+ 69.K c6+–]

1–0

 (51) Adams,Michael (2715) - Sokolov,Ivan (2637) [C82]

Sarajevo Bosnia 30th Sarajevo (9), 26.05.2000

 [MiK halevski,V]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 N c5 10.c3 B g4 11.B c2 N e6 [A rare but possible

move.]

[11...B e7 is the main line]

12.R e1 B c5 [12...Q d7 13.N b3 R d8 14.a4 B e7 15.a x b5 a x b5 16.h3 B

h5 17.B d3 R b8 18.B f5 0–0 19.Q d3 B g6 20.b x g6 hxg6 21.B e3² 1–0

Vasiesiu,D-R a ceanu,V/Bucharest 1999/CBM 69 ext (31)]

13.N f1 [Another plan is 13.N b3]

13...N e7!?N [An attempt to revive 11... ?e6.]

[13...B h5 14.N g3 B g6 15.h4!?  (15.B b3!? N e7 16.h4 h6 17.h5 B h7 18.N

 d4 b x d4 19.cxd4 0–0 20.Q g4 K h8 21.B e3 Q d7 22.R a c1²  Kovalev,A-

Kaidanov,G/Blagoveshchensk   1988/TD/1–0   (44) )   15...0–0?  (15...Q   d7? 

 16.B b3 R d8 17.h5 B e4 18.N x e4 dxe4 19.Q x d7+ R x d7 20.±   1–0

Innala,H-Granthal,R/FIN 1996/EXT 99 (39) ; 15...d4!?)  16.B b3! h6 17.h5 B

h7 18.b x d5± Almasi,Z-Jussupow,A/Ubeda 1997/CBM 58/[Hansen,Cu]/1–0

(47)]

14.N g3 [14.h3 B h5  (14...B f5)  15.N g3 B g6]

14...h5 [Black wants to keep the bishop.]

15.h3 h4 16.N f1 B h5 17.a4 [17.b4!? B b6 18.a4]

17...b4 18.a5! [Fixing the weakness on a6.]

18...b x c3 19.b x c3 Q b8  [Black has been preparing exchange of dark-

squared   bishops   by  means   of   ?a7   hoping   to   get   the   f4–square   for   his

knight.]

20.R a4! [The best square for the rook.It takes under control the f4–square

and attacks the h4–pawn.]

20...Q a7 21.B e3 g5?! [I think 21...b x e3!? would leave more chances to

reach equality. 22.N xe3 b x f3 (22...R h6!? 23.N g4   (23.R x h4? b x f3)

23...R h8 24.N xh4 Q c5 25.R e3 N c6²) 23.Q x f3 Q c5]

22.N1h2 b x e3 23.R x e3 N f4 [Otherwise ?g4 is unpleasant]

24.Q d2 R g8 25.R e1! [Preparing ?:g5.]

[25.N xg5 N xg2!]

25...0–0–0 [25...N e6 26.N g4 b x g4 27.R x g4 Q c5 28.R a1±]

26.N xg5! [Now it works as after ?~ white knight on g5 wil  be defended from

d2.]

26...N e2+ [Black could try sacrificing of two rooks for a queen: 26...R x g5

27.Q x f4 Rdg8 28.N g4± b x g4 29.hxg4 R x g4!?  (29...Q c5 30.Q x f7+–)

30.Q x g4+ R x g4 31.R x g4 Q c5 32.R e3± (32.e6!? Q x c3   (32...f5!?)

33.exf7!! Q x e1+ 34.K h2 Q e5+ 35.K h3 Q h8 36.R g8+!  (36.B h7? K b7)

36...Q x g8 37.fxg8Q+ N xg8 38.Kxh4²) ]

27.R x e2 [Even more convincing was 27.K f1! d4! (27...N xc3 28.R x h4! N

e4  (28...B g6 29.Q x c3 b x c2 30.N xf7+–)  29.N x e4 dxe4 30.Q b4 N d5

31.Q x e4 B g6 32.Q g4++–) 28.Ngf3!! (28.R x e2 dxc3! 29.Q e3 b x e2+

30.Q x e2  (30.Kxe2 R d2+–+)  30...R x g5  (30...R d2? 31.Q g4+ K d8™ 32.R

 f4! R x c2 33.R d4+ K e8 34.Q d7+ K f8 35.Q d8+ K g7 36.N e6+!+–)  31.N

f3?) 28...N xc3 29.R x d4+–]

27...b x e2 28.R x h4 [28.Q x e2!? R x g5 29.B d3 Rdg8 30.b x a6+ K d8

31.N g4±]

28...R g7 29.Q x e2 R x g5 30.R h7!? [30.B d3 was sufficient for a big

edge.For instance 30...Rdg8 31.N g4 (31.b x a6+ K d8 32.R g4  (‹32.N g4 N

 g6 33.R h6 N xe5!)  32...R5g6! 33.B d3 R x g4 34.N xg4 Q x a5 35.N f6±)

31...N g6 32.R h6!  (32.b x a6+ K d8  see 31.?:a6 )  32...N xe5 33.B h7! R e8

 (33...N xg4 34.hxg4 R d8 35.Q e7!)  34.R x a6 Q b7  (34...N f3+ 35.gxf3)  35.R

h6±  (35.f4? R x g4 36.hxg4 N f3+ 37.Q x f3 Q x a6 38.B f5+ K b8 39.Q x d5

 Q e2„) ]

30...Rdg8  31.N   g4 R5g7  32.R  x   g7  R   x  g7 33.Q   f3±  Q   c5! [The   only

chance.]

[33...c6 34.Q f6 R g8 35.N h6+–]

34.Q f6 R g8 35.N h6? [Much simplier was 35.Q x a6+ K b8 36.Q f6! Q x c3

37.B h7! R e8 38.Q x f7+– Preventing any possible counterplay.]

35...R g3! 36.N f5?! [36.Q x a6+ K b8 37.B d3 R g7; ¹36.B d3! N c6  (36...R

 x d3? 37.Q x a6+)  37.b x a6+ K b8 38.Q f5 K a7  (38...N xa5 39.B d3 R g7

 40.N xf7 Q x c3 41.e6±)  39.B b5!  (39.B d3 N xe5!)  39...R x c3 40.b x c6 Q x

c6 41.N xf7±]

36...N xf5 37.b x f5+?! [¹37.Q x f5+ K b7 38.B d3! R g8 39.e6!  (39.c4!?; 

 39.Q x f7 R f8)  39...fxe6 40.Q x e6!  (40.b x a6+ K a7 41.Q x e6 R f8)  40...R

a8 41.c4!±; 37.Q x a6+?! K b8 38.b x f5 R x c3]

37...K   b7   38.Q   x   f7   R   x   c3„  [After   series   of   White's   time-trouble(?)

inaccuracies Black gets counterplay.]

39.B e6 K a7?! [I think Black should keep the d-pawn.]

[39...d4 40.B d5+ K a7 41.Q g8 c6 42.Q f7+ K b8 43.Q e8+ K c7; 39...R

d3!?„]

40.b x d5 R c1+ 41.K h2 R d1 42.B f3 Q x e5+ 43.g3² [Now open position

of black king and pass pawns on the king side secure better chances for

White.]

43...R b1 44.h4 Q x a5 45.h5 R b2 [45...Q c5 46.K g2 R b2 see 45...?b2]

46.K g2 Q c5 47.B e4 R b4 [47...Q e5 48.Q f3]

48.f3 [Bringing his king to a safe place on h3.]

48...R b6 49.Q g7! Q d6 [49...R d6!? …50.h6??  (¹50.Q b2 R b6 51.Q h8 R

 b8 52.Q g7!)  50...R d2+ 51.K h3 Q h5#]

50.Q c3!? Q d8 51.Q c1!± K b8 52.h6 Q f6 53.h7 a5 54.Q f4? [¹54.Q g5!+–

was winning on the spot 54...R b2+   (54...Q b2+ 55.K h3)   55.K h3 Q x g5

56.h8Q+ K a7 57.Q a8+ K b6 58.Q c6+ K a7 59.Q x c7+ K a6 60.B d3+ R

b5 61.Q c6+ K a7 62.b x b5+–]

54...Q b2+! [54...Q x f4? 55.h8Q+ K a7 56.Q a8#]

55.K h3 Q g7 56.Q d2 R d6 57.Q c1 a4? [Now white queen is coming with

decisive effect.]

[¹57...K c8!]


58.Q b1+ R b6 59.Q a2 Q h6+? [More stubborn was ¹59...R h6+ 60.K g2 Q

c3]

60.K g2 R b3 61.Q a1! Q d2+ 62.K f1+– R x f3+ 63.b x f3 Q d3+ 64.K f2 Q

c2+ 65.K g1 [65.K g1 Q x h7  (65...Q c5+ 66.K h1)  66.Q b2+ K c8 67.B g4+

K d8 68.Q b8+ K e7 69.Q x c7+]

1–0

 (52) Svidler,Peter (2713) - Anand,Viswanathan (2781) [C80]

Dos Hermanas 10th Dos Hermanas (5), 11.04.1999

 [MiK halevski,V]

1.e4 [Hecht,Hj]

1...e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5   B   e6   9.NB   d2   N   c5   10.c3   d4   11.N   g5   B   d5? [A new   idea   of

I.Sokolov and J.Piket tried by the first against Anand in Leon in 1994.It's

interesting   that   it   was   born   not   as   an   attempt   to   alive   10...d4   line   after

bril iant win of Kasparov in the 10–th game of his match against Anand,but a

year before against the same opponent! Up to the current game it seems to

be working,but Svidler shows that attack is much more strong than it was

considered before.]

[11...dxc3   12.N   xe6   fxe6   13.b   x   c3   Q   d3   14.B   c2!   Q   x   c3   15.N   b3!! 

Kasparov-Anand,New York(m/10) 1995.; 11...Q x g5 12.Q f3]

12.N xf7! [Lately the line 12.b x d5 Q x d5 13.N b3 N xb3  (13...d3  Dorfman

 14.N d4 N xe5 15.R e1 B e7 16.N f5?)   14.a x b3 B e7 15.N f3 d3!÷ was

discussed.  ( In   the   origin   game   Black   played   worse   and   White   obtained

better play.  15...N xe5 16.N xd4 N g6 17.Q f3 Q x f3 18.N xf3 c5 19.R d1²  0–

1 Anand,V-Sokolov,I/Lyon 1994/CBM  45/[Kortschnoj]   (53) )   16.B   e3   (16.N

 d4÷; 16.B g5  Dorfman  16...b x g5 17.N xg5 0–0=)  16...0–0 17.B d4N  (17.b4

 R f d8 18.R e1 a5 19.b x a5 R x a5 20.R x a5 N xa5 21.N d4 N c4 22.b3 N

 xe5 23.f4 N g6 24.b4 Q c4 25.Q d2 c5 26.b x c5 b x c5 27.f5 N e5 28.K h1

 f6   29.N   e6   b   x   e3   30.Q   x   e3   d2   31.R   d1   Q   b3   32.Q   g1   N   g4   0–1

McDonald,N-Gyimesi,Z/Budapest 1995/EXT 97 (32) )  17...R f d8 18.Q x d3

White has nothing from the opening.  (18.b4 b x b4 19.Q x d3 B e7³)  18...Q x

b3 19.Q e2 Q e6 20.R f d1 R d5 21.h3 a5³ ½–½ Onischuk,A-Sokolov,I/Wijk

aan   Zee   1997/CBM   57/[Wedberg]   (62);   12.R   e1   1–0   Szelag,M-

Jedryczka,K/Augustow 1996/EXT 99 (42)]

12...Kxf7 13.Q f3+ K e6 14.Q g4+!N [14.N e4 was played and analysed by

Cuban players.In according to Wedberg Black forces a draw after 14...N xb3

 (14...N x e4 15.Q x e4 N e7÷)  15.Q g4+ K f7 16.Q f5+ K g8! (16...K e8 '?' 

Wedberg.  17.e6 b x e6  (17...N e5 18.a x b3±; 17...Q c8 18.Q x d5 NB a5

 19.b4 N e7 20.Q h5+±)  18.Q x e6+ N e7 19.Q x b3 Q d5 20.Q x d5 N xd5

21.cxd4± 2.30–2.15. ½–½ Dominguez,L-Rios,E/Cienfuegos 1996/CBM 52

ext (49)) 17.e6 h6  (17...Q e7? 18.Q x d5 N xa1 19.B g5 R d8 20.Q x c6 Q e8

 21.Q x c7 R c8 22.Q e5±)  18.Q f7+  (18.a x b3 R h7µ)  18...K h7 19.N g5+

hxg5 20.Q h5+ K g8 21.Q f7+=]

14...K e7™ [14...K f7? 15.Q f5+ K e7  (15...K g8 16.e6+–; 15...K e8 16.e6 b

 x e6 17.b x e6 Q f6 18.Q x f6 gxf6 19.B d5 K d7 20.cxd4+–)  16.e6 N xb3 

a) 16...N xe6 17.b x d5+–; 

b) 16...b x e6 17.R e1! (17.Q x c5+ Q d6™ 18.Q g5+ K d7±  (18...K f7 19.Q

 f5+ K e7 20.R e1) ) 17...Q d6 18.b x e6 N xe6 19.N b3! (19.N e4!? Q e5

20.B g5+ K d7  (20...N xg5 21.N xg5+–; 20...K e8 21.N f6++–)  21.N c5+! b x

c5  (21...Q x c5 22.Q x e6#)  22.R x e5 N xe5 23.Q x e5+–) 19...Ncd8 20.B

g5+ K d7 21.b x d8 Kxd8  (21...R x d8 22.N c5+! K c8 23.R x e6 Q x c5 24.R

 e5++–)  22.R x e6 Q d7 23.N xd4+–; 

17.N xb3 b x e6 18.R e1  (18.B g5+? K d7)  18...Q c8 19.N xd4  (19.cxd4!?)

19...N xd4 20.cxd4+–]

15.e6! b x e6 [15...N xb3 doesn't save 16.N xb3 b x e6 17.R e1 Q d5  (17...Q

 d6? 18.N c5 N d8 19.B g5+ K f7 20.Q f3+)  18.N c5 N d8 19.cxd4! h6™ 

a) 19...g6? 20.N xe6 N xe6 21.R e5 Q d6 22.B g5+ K d7  (22...K f7 23.Q f3+)

23.R a e1 R e8 24.d5+–; 

b) 19...K f7? 20.N xe6 N xe6 21.R e5 Q d6 22.Q f3++–; 

20.B f4! K f7 21.N xe6 N xe6 22.R e5 Q d7 23.Q f5++–]

16.R e1 Q d7  [16...Q d6 al ow White to bring knight into play with tempo. 

17.b x e6 N xe6 18.N e4 Q e5 19.B d2! (19.B g5+ K d7 20.N c5+ b x c5

 (20...Q x c5 21.Q x e6#)  21.R x e5 N xe5) 19...h5  (19...Q d5 20.N g5 Ncd8

 21.N xe6 N xe6 22.R x e6+ Q x e6 23.R e1 Q x e1+ 24.b x e1±)  20.Q h4+

 (20.Q g6!?)  20...K d7 21.N g5 Q f5 22.N xe6 Q g4 23.Q x g4 hxg4 24.cxd4±]

17.b x e6  [Unfortunately 17.N e4? doesn't work because of 17...N xb3   ( In

case of  17...b x g4??  White beautiful y mates  18.B g5+ K e8 19.N d6#) ]

17...N xe6 18.N f3 [18.N b3]

18...R e8 [18...K f7? 19.R x e6  (19.N g5+!?) ]

19.N g5 Ncd8™ 20.B d2! [Svidler brings another piece into attack.]

20...h6?! [It   was   interesting   to   seek   a   refuge   on   the   queenside.Here   is

examplary variation: 20...K d6!? 21.cxd4 K c6 22.Q e4+ K b6 23.d5 B c5! 

 (23...N xg5 24.Q x e8 Q x e8 25.R x e8  with an advantage for White.  )  24.N

xe6  (24.b4 N xg5 25.b x c5+ K a7÷)  24...N xe6 25.b4 b x f2+ 26.Kxf2 N d8

and Black is stil  alive.]

21.N f3!± [White's attack on its final stages.]

[After 21.N xe6 N xe6 22.R x e6+ Q x e6 23.R e1 Q x e1+ 24.b x e1² White

is better,but Svidler already goes for more.]

21...Q d5 22.R e5 Q d6 23.cxd4 h5 [23...c6 24.d5 …cxd5 25.B b4+–]

24.Q e4 K f7 25.d5 K g8 26.Q g6  [26.dxe6!? R x e6 27.B f4   (27.B c3!?)

27...R x e5 28.b x e5+–]

26...R e7 27.R a e1 N d4™ 28.Q x d6 N xf3+ 29.gxf3 cxd6 30.R x e7 b x

e7 31.R x e7+– [Certainly White is winning anyhow and that can sometimes

be a problem. Hecht,Hj: ' 

XABCDEFGHY

8-+-sn-+ktr(

7+-+-tR-zp-' 

6p+-zp-+-+& 

5+p+P+-+p%

4-+-+-+-+$

3+-+-+P+-#

2PzP-vL-zP-zP" 

1+-+-+-mK-! 

xabcdefghy

Aktiver  Turm,   Mehrbauer:   Urteil:   +–Partieverlauf:  Anand   gibt   für   höchste

Aktivität den Damenflügel auf und erreicht dennoch nur ein anscheinend

verlorenes   Endspiel   mit   einem   Springer   gegen   drei   vereinzelte   weiße

Freibauern. Doch mit seinem letzten Bauern als "Siegfried" kann Schwarz

Remis erreichen. Wirklich?! Siehe dazu die Anmerkung am Partieende!!']

31...N f7 32.R a7?! [First inaccuracy.]

[32.h4! preventing possible counterplay was the simplest way to the victory. 

32...N e5 33.K g2 K h7 34.B c3+–]

32...h4! 33.R a8+ K h7 34.R x a6 K g6 35.R b6 R c8 36.R x b5? [A serious

mistake.White should prevent possible counterplay.]

[36.B c3!? h3 37.f4! R e8 38.K f1+–; 36.h3!? R c2 37.B c3+–]

36...R c2 37.B c3 h3 [Now suddenly Black creates counterplay.]

38.K f1 N g5 39.R b7 N xf3 40.R x g7+ K f5 41.R g3 K e4 42.R x h3™ [It's

time to sacrifice a piece.Otherwise 42...?:h2+ is following.]

42...R c1+ 43.K e2 [43.K g2?? R g1#]

43...R x c3! 44.b x c3 N g1+ 45.K f1 N xh3 [Look at the position ten moves

ago.It's just unbelievable.Fortunately White is stil  better,but now he must

prove his superiority.]

46.a4 Kxd5 47.K g2 N g5 48.h4 N e4 49.h5 K e6 50.c4 N d2 [Or 50...K f5

51.f4!]

51.a5 N x c4 

52.a6 N b6 

53.a7 K f5 54.f4+– [White gets winning position once again.Now first part of

his plan is to bring king to the queenside and force d5–d4.Black has to wait.]

54...N a8 

55.K f3 d5 

56.K e3 N c7 [Only defensive setup.]

57.K d2 K f6 

58.K c2 K f5 

59.K b3 d4 

60.K c4 K f6 

61.K d3 K f5 [Second part of White's plan is to reach the board position with

Black to go.The triangle makes the day.]

62.K e2 K f6 

63.K f2  [63.K d2 is shorter. 63...N a8   ( or   63...K f5 64.K d3 K f6 65.K e4)

64.K d3 N c7 65.K e4]

63...K f5 [or 63...K e6 64.h6 K f6 65.f5]

64.K f3 N a8 

65.K e2 N c7 

66.K d3 [two extra moves and White reaches the position of zugzwang.]

66...K f6 

67.K e4 K f7 

68.f5 K f6 [68...K g7 69.K d3 K f6 70.h6 leads to the same.]

69.h6 K f7 [It's incredible.White  accepts draw in the situation when a win as

close as never. Hecht,Hj: ' 

XABCDEFGHY

8-+-+-+-+(

7zP-sn-+k+-' 

6-+-+-+-zP& 

5+-+-+P+-%

4-+-zpK+-+$

3+-+-+-+-#

2-+-+-+-+" 

1+-+-+-+-! 

xabcdefghy

Entgegen   meinen   Anmerkungen   im   Vorspann   ist   Anand

überraschenderweise doch verloren. Wenn Swidler seinen a-Bauern gegen

den  d-Bauern  hergibt,  stel t  er  dabei   den   Springer  so   schlecht,   daß  der

entweder   gar   nicht   mehr   eingreifen   kann   oder   aber   selbst   den   Verlust

verursacht. Das geht so:']

[69...K f7 After 70.Kxd4 White wins by force 70...N b5+™ 71.K c5 N xa7

72.K b6! N c8+ (72...K g8 73.f6!  (73.Kxa7?? K h7 74.K b6 Kxh6 75.K c6 K

 g5=)  73...N c8+ 74.K c7 N a7 75.K d7+–) 73.K c7 N e7 (73...N a7 74.K d7 '!' 

Hecht,Hj.  74...N b5  (74...K f6 75.h7! K g7 76.f6+ Kxh7 77.f7 K g7 78.K e8! 

 +– '+–' Hecht,Hj.  )  75.h7 K g7 76.f6+ Kxh7 77.f7 K g7 78.K e7+–) 74.h7 K

g7 (74...N d5+ 75.K d6  (75.K d6  Hecht,Hj  75...K g7 76.Kxd5 Kxh7 77.K e6 K

 g7 78.K e7+–) ) 75.f6+!+– '+–' Hecht,Hj.  It's clear that Svidler missed this

nice idea.Even the sun has spots!]

½–½

 (53) Svidler,Peter (2710) - Adams,Michael (2715) [C89]

Elista ol (Men) 33rd Elista (9.1), 07.10.1998

 [Blatny,P]

1.e4 e5 

2.N f3 N c6 

3.B b5 a6 

4.B a4 N f6 

5.0–0 B e7 

6.R e1 b5 

7.B b3 0–0 

8.c3 d5

 9.exd5 N xd5 

10.N xe5 N xe5

 11.R x e5 c6 

12.d3 B d6 

13.R e1 Q h4 

14.g3 Q h3 

15.R e4 N f6

 16.R h4 Q f5 

17.N d2!? [17.B c2 Leko-Adams/Madrid/1998/]

17...g5!? [17...Q x d3?? 18.R d4+–]

18.R h6 [18.N e4 gxh4 19.N x d6 Q g6?]

18...N g4 19.N e4 N x h6 20.N xd6 Q g6 [20...Q h3 21.Q e2 B e6 (21...B f5

22.b x g5 N g4 23.f3 b x d3 24.Q d2 R a e8 (24...N e5 25.Q e3 R a e8 26.N

xe8 R x e8 27.R d1 B g6  (27...Q f5 28.f4+–)  28.B f6! Q f5 29.Q x e5! Q x e5

30.b x e5 R x e5 31.K f2+– ?) 25.N x e 8 R x e8 26.b x f7+! Kxf7 27.Q f4+ K

g8 28.Q x g4  (28.fxg4? R e2=)  28...Q x g4 29.f x g4 R e2 30.R d1 B e4± ??)

22.b x g5  (22.b x e6 Q x e6 23.Q x e6 f x e6 24.b x g5 N f7=)  22...b x b3

23.a x b3 N f5 24.N e4±]

21.N e4 [21.N xc8!? R a xc8 22.d4°]

21...N g4!? [21...B f5 22.N xg5 (22.f3!? g4  (22...B x e4 23.fxe4)  23.B f4 gxf3

24.Q x f3 N g4  (24...B x e4 25.dxe4 N g4 26.e5±)  25.N d6 B e6 26.R e1°)

22...b x d3 23.N f3 B c4  (23...R f d8 

 24.N e5 Q e4 

 25.B f4 B e2 

 26.Q b1±) 

24.N e5 Q e6  (24...b x b3 25.N xg6 b x d1 

 26.N x f8 R x f8 

 27.b x h6 R d8²) 

25.b x h6 

 (25.N xc4 b x c4 26.B c2 N g4÷) 

25...Q x h6 

26.N x c4 b x c4 

27.Q g4+ Q g7 28.Q x c4²; 

21...g4 22.B g5 B f5  

23.Q c1 K g7 24.B f6+ K g8 25.B g5 K g7=]

22.b x g5 B f5 

23.B f4 R a d8 

24.Q e2 [24.f3?! Rfe8! 25.Q e2 N e5÷]

24...Rfe8 

25.R e1 K g7 [25...N e5 26.b x e5 R x e5 27.N f6+ Q x f6 28.Q x e5+–]

26.f3 N e5 

27.B c2 c5 

28.Q e3! f6 [28...c4 29.d4 N d3 30.b x d3 cxd3 31.Q x d3 R e7 32.d5 

32...?de8 33.d6!]

29.K h1! [??f6]

29...B x e4? [¹29...c4 30.d4  (30.N x f6 Kxf6 31.b x e5+ K f7÷)  30...N d3 31.b

x d3 c x d3 32.Q x d3 R e7÷]

30.fxe4± N d7?! 31.d4 c x d4 32.c x d4 N b6 [32...f5 33.g4!  (33.e5 Q c6+

õc2 ) 

33...f x e4  (

 33...f x g4 34.B d3 

e5 )  34.B x e4‚]

33.Q f2 N d5 

34.B d2 

[34.e x d5 R x e1+ 

35.Q x e1 Q x c2 

36.Q e7+ K g6 

37.Q x d8 Q e4+ 

38.K g1 Q e1+ 

39.K g2 Q e2+= 40.K h3?? K h5–+]

34...N e7 

35.e5 f5 

36.e6!+– Q f6 

37.B b3 K g8 

38.R e5 K g7 

39.d5 Q x e5 

[39...Q x e5 

40.B c3 Q x c3 

41.b x c3 N x d5 

42.q x f5 N e7 43.Q f7+ K h6  (43...K h8 44.B c2 N g6 45.e7 R x e7 46.Q f6+

 +–)  44.Q f6+ N g6 45.h4+–]

1–0

 (54) Naiditsch,Arkadij (2710) - Andreikin,Dmitry (2727) [C78]

Dortmund SuperGM 41st Dortmund (4), 29.07.2013

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 

2.N f3 N c6 

3.B b5 a6 

4.B a4 B c5 

5.c3 N f6 

6.d4 B a7 

7.0–0   0–0  [This   pretty   sharp   line   is   often   employed   by   grandmaster

Alexander   Onischuk.   Objectively,   it's   risky   for   Black   as   it   allows   the

unpleasant pin along the h4–d8 diagonal while Black's dark squared bishop

is far away from the kingside.]

8.B g5 [8.dxe5 N x e4 9.Q d5 N c5 10.B c2 N e7 11.Q d1 d5 12.exd6 Q x d6

13.Q x d6 cxd6 14.R d1 B f5 ½–½ (80) Karjakin,S (2739)-Onischuk,A (2699)

Poikovsky 2010. The d6–weakness is compensated for by the activity of

Black's pieces.]

8...h6 

9.B h4 e x d4 

10.Q   c1!? [Before   coming   across   Andreikin's   preparation,   Naiditsch

deviates first from his own game against Onischuk.]

[10.e5 g5 11.B g3 N e4 12.cxd4 d5   (12...N xg3 13.hxg3 d6   might be an

improvement that Andreikin intended to come up with.  )  13.N c3 B g4 14.Q

d3 B f5 15.Q e3 N e7÷ 1–0 (22) Naiditsch,A (2689)-Onischuk,A (2672) K

hanty-Mansiysk   2009;   10.cxd4   is   also   pretty   dangerous   for   Black.   My

countryman grandmaster Emil Sutovsky had a couple of crushing wins here. 

I wonder what Andreikin had in mind against this line. 10...g5 (10...d6 11.b x

c6   b   x  c6   12.NB   d2   (12.Q   c1   would   transpose   to   our   game   Naiditsch-

Andreikin.  )  12...R e8  (12...g5 13.N xg5 hxg5 14.b x g5 R e8 15.Q a4! R b8

 16.R a e1 R e6 17.e5 dxe5 18.dxe5 R x b2 19.b x f6+–  1–0 (26) Sutovsky,E

(2661)-Onischuk,A (2699) Poikovsky 2010 )  13.Q a4 g5 14.N xg5 hxg5 15.b

x g5 R e6 16.f4 Q f8 17.f5+– 1–0 (24) Sutovsky,E (2703)-Nabaty,T (2563)

Caleta 2012) 11.N xg5 hxg5 12.b x g5 b x d4 13.N c3 b5 14.N d5! R e8

 (14...b x a4 15.Q f3+–)  15.Q f3 R e6 16.B b3 B e5 17.N x f6+ R x f6 18.Q h5

Q f8 19.f4 b x b2 20.R a d1 N a5 21.B d5 R c6 22.R f3 1–0 (22) Abramov,S

(2349)-Van Damme,L (2218) ICCF email 2012]

10...d6 11.b x c6 b x c6 12.c x d4 g5  [Black must go for this, the only

defence against e4–e5.]

13.N x g5 N x e4?! [Not the best fol ow up. Taking the knight must be the

critical test for this line.]

[The fol owing correspondence game is of high quality, as usual: 13...hxg5

14.Q x g5+ K h7 15.R d1  (15.Q x f6?! Q x f6 16.b x f6 K g6 17.B h4 b x d4

 18.N c3 R b8³)  15...R b8 16.R d3 R x b2 17.N d2 R g8 18.Q x f6 Q x f6 19.b

x f6 R g6 After the exchange of queens Black's king is no longer in danger. 

Meanwhile Black's active pieces compensate the lack of a pawn. 20.B h4 R

c2°   ½–½   (31)   Dubbeldam,A   (2338)-Oudheusden,W   (2222)   ICCF   email

2011]

14.N f3 Q d7 15.N c3 [I don't see what's wrong with the immediate capture:

15.Q x h6 but, the move in the text is not worse.]

15...f5 [15...N xc3 16.b x c3 K h7 17.R e1 is not a piece of cake for Black. 

His king is just weak and bishops are far from being active.]

16.Q x h6 Q g7N [Black can't play with such an exposed king, he must trade

queens. On the other hand, White's extra pawn wil  have more value in the

endgame.]

[16...R b8 17.R a b1 Q g7 18.Q e3  (18.Q x g7+ Kxg7  is an improved version

of the position that occurred in the game - here White's rook is passive, at

least for a while.  )  18...B e6² 0–1 (26) Murer,E-Gyimesi,J LSS email 2007]

17.Q   x  g7+  [It's   also   possible   to   keep   queens   by  17.Q   e3   but,   White's

choice is more practical.]

17...Kxg7 18.R a c1 B b7  [18...R b8 19.b3 R b4? falls to 20.N d5! cxd5

21.R x c7+ R f7 22.R x c8+–]

19.N e2 B b6?! [Weird. White's knight is clearly heading to f4, why not

prevent it?!]

[19...f4! 20.Rfe1 R a e8²]

20.N f4 Rfe8 21.R f d1± a5 22.d5 c5? [This looks too ugly to be true. 

Probably Andreikin thought that every move is bad, but the move in the text

is not the lesser evil. Now White gets access to the e6–square.]

[22...cxd5 23.N xd5 b x d5 24.R x d5 K g6 could keep Black stil  in the

game.]

23.N g5 B a6?! [23...N xg5 24.b x g5 K f7 would put up more resistance. At

least White's knight won't be able to sit comfortably on e6 as it wil  be driven

away by Black's bishop from c8.]

24.N f e6+ K g6 

25.N x e4 f x e4 26.R c3+– [This rook transfer is very annoying for Black's

monarch.]

26...R g8 

27.R g3+ K h5 [27...K h7 28.R h3 K g6 29.R e3 B d3 30.N f4++–]

28.B g5! K g6 [Sadly, Black has to run into the discovered check.]

29.B d8+ K f7 

30.R x g8 K x g8 

31.b x c7 b x c7 

32.N xc7 R a7 

33.N e8 [The knight is doing major damage in Black's camp.]

33...B d3 34.N xd6 R d7 35.N f5 [Fork here, fork there, the knight is such a

tricky piece!]

35...R b7 

36.R d2 a4 

37.a3 c4 

38.h4 K f8 

39.K h2 R b3 [The last attempt to confuse the opponent.]

40.N d4 c3 

41.N xb3! [No panic!  This is the most convincing way.]

41...a x b3 

42.b x c3 B c2 

43.R d4 b2 

44.R b4 b1Q 

45.R x b1 b x b1 

46.K g3 [Five pawns for the bishop is more than enough.]

46...K e7 47.K f4 K d6 48.c4 B d3 49.h5

1–0

(55) Jakovenko,Dmitrij (2710) - Leko,Peter (2755) [C88]

Moscow Tal Memorial 2nd Moscow (5), 14.11.2007

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.h3 [Avoiding the Marshall attack.]

8...B b7 [8...d6 9.c3 is a transposition into the classical Ruy Lopez.]

9.d3 R e8 [This order of moves has become popular in the last few years. 

Black   refrains  from  playing  d7–d6  immediately, hoping   to  get   the d7–d5

thrust without losing a tempo.]

10.N c3 [Another, an even more popular approach here is 10.a3]

10...h6 [Typical prophylaxis against a possible knight/bishop move to g5.]

[10...B b4 played by Anand a couple of times, and by Leko himself as wel , 

in one of the games of his match against Kramnik in Brissago. 11.N g5 R f8

12.a3 b x c3 13.b x c3 N a5 14.B a2 c5 he could only have been thinking

about equalizing.   15.f4 exf4 16.e5 N d5 17.b x d5 Q x g5 18.b x b7 And

here the opponents agreed to a draw, Kramnik-Leko, 2004.]

11.a4 [11.a3 B c5 

12.N d5 N d4 

13.N x d4 b x d4 

14.c3 B c5 

15.N e3 d5 

16.e x d5 N xd5 

17.Q f3 b x e3 

18.b x e3 Q d6 

19.R a d1 R a b8 

20.d4 e4 

21.Q g3  ½–½  Leko,P (2763)-Adams,M  (2719)/Dortmund 2005/CBM  108; 

11.N d5 N a5 

12.N xe7+ Q x e7 

13.N h4 N xb3 

14.N f5 Q e6 

15.a x b3 d5 

16.Q f3 dxe4 

17.dxe4 K h7 

18.Q g3 R g8 

19.f3 N e8 

20.B   d2   N   d6=   ½–½   Anand,V   (2779)-Leko,P   (2749)/Morelia/Linares

2007/CBM 117 (26)]

11...b4 

12.N d5 

[12.N e2 N a5 

13.B a2 B f8 

14.N g3 d5 

15.B d2 R b8 

16.Q e2 c5 

17.exd5 b x d5 

18.b x d5 N xd5 

19.Q e4 N c6 

20.N f5 R e6 

21.Q g4 K h8 

22.Q c4 N a5 

23.Q e4 N c6 

24.Q c4 N a5 

25.Q e4 N c6 ½–½ Svidler,P (2750)-Leko,P (2741)/Moscow 2006/CBM 116]

12...N a5 13.N xe7+N  [It would have been interesting to see what Leko

prepared after 13.?a2, the move that Svidler beat Leko with.]

[13.B a2 B c5 

14.B d2! b x d5 

15.b x d5 N xd5 

16.e x d5 Q f6? (Interesting is 16...c6 

17.R x e5  (17.N xe5?! b x f2+ 

 18.K x f2 R x e5 

 19.R x e5 Q f6+ 

 20.Q f3 Q x e5  and only White might have problems here.  ) 

17...R x e5 

18.N x e5 Q f6 

19.N f3 cxd5² Gershon) 

17.c3! b x c3 

18.b x c3 Q b6 

19.R x e5! b x f2+ 20.K h1± 1–0 Svidler,P (2738)-Leko,P (2763)/San Luis

2005/CBM 110 (31)]

13...R x e7 [It was also possible to recapture with the queen.]

[13...Q x e7 14.B a2 d5 15.exd5 Q d6 16.N h4 b3! 17.cxb3 b x d5 18.B d2 N

c6 19.N f5 Q d7 with good compensation for the pawn.]

14.B a2 d5 [The point of black's opening strategy. ]

15.N h4!? [A standart knight move, but this time it is connected with some

sacrifices.]

[White can't win the ?e5: 15.exd5?! b x d5 16.N xe5 b x a2 17.R x a2 Q d5]

15...dxe4 16.N f5 R d7 17.R e3! [17.b x h6? gxh6 18.Q d2 Q f8 19.N x h6+

K h7 20.N x f7 R x f7 21.b x f7 Q x f7 

22.Q x b4 R g8! and Black's counterattack is crushing.]

17...b3! [Both players had a lot to calculate in this position.]

[17...e x d3 

18.c x d3 

 (18.R g3? d2 

 19.R x g7+ K h8 

 20.b x d2 R x d2 

 21.Q e1 N e4 

 22.b x f7 R x f2 

 23.B g6 R x g2+ 

 24.Kxg2 Q g5+ 

 25.K h2 Q f4+ 

 26.K g1 N g5–+) 

18...B e4  (18...b3 

 19.b x b3 B e4 

 20.N x h6+ g x h6 

 21.R g3+ K f8 

 22.b x h6+ K e8 

 23.B c2°) 

19. N x e4 

20.Q g4 N g5 

21.h4 b3 

22.hxg5 h5 

23.Q e2 b x a2 

24.Q x e5 Q f8 25.Q x a5²]

18.R g3 [White's threats are dangerous, Leko has to be careful.]

18...g6 [18...b x a2? 19.R x g7+ K h8 (19...K f8 20.Q d2  (20.b x h6‚)  20...N

g8 21.Q x a5 Q f6 22.Q b4++–) 20.b x h6‚  (20.Q d2? N g8 21.Q x a5 Q f6–+)

]

19.N x h6+ K g7 20.N f5+ K g8?! [Leko didn't take the risk of playing for a

win by 20...?f8; he passes the decision about the repetition of moves to

Jakovenko.]

[20...K f8 21.Q d2 

 (21.B h6+ K g8 

 22.c x b3 R x d3 

 23.Q e2 N h5³) 

21...g x f5 

22.Q x a5 

 (22.Q h6+? K e7 2

 3.B g5 Q h8–+) 

22...b x a2 

23.Q x e5 

 (23.B h6+ K e8 

 24.Q x e5+ Q e7µ)

   23...Q e7 

24.Q x f5 R d5 

25.Q f4 K e8³]

21.N h6+ K g7 22.N f5+ K g8 23.cxb3! [Correctly continuing the fight!]

23...R x d3 24.R x d3 Q x d3 25.N e7+ [25.B g5 Q x d1+ 26.R x d1 gxf5

27.b x f6 N c6 28.b4 N xb4 29.B c4²]

25...K g7 26.Q d2! Q x d2 27.b x d2 R e8 28.N xg6? [Jakovenko got

tempted to grab the pawn and lost all the benefits of his position.]

[It was better to make a somewhat unhuman move 28.B b4! fol owed by ? 

a1–c1 with initiative for White.]

28...N c6 29.N h4 N d4 [Black's knight has occupied a dominant outpost in

the centre, while its white counterpart is poorly placed on the side of the

board. Black is at least not worse.]

30.B e3 B c8 31.R d1 [31.K h2?! R h8 32.g3 N f3+ 33.N xf3 exf3µ]

31...R h8 32.b x d4 exd4 33.g3 R d8 34.b4 b x h3?! [Probably Leko should

not be in a hurry to regain the pawn.]

[34...d3 35.B c4 N d5 Despite being a pawn down, Black is better thanks to

strong central pawns and White's misplaced knight.]

35.B c4 B g4 36.f3! exf3 37.R d3 [Now, White's knight wil  come back into

the game. Still, White is clearly on the defensive.]

37...f2+ 38.Kxf2 c5 39.N f3 [39.b x c5? N e4+ 40.K f1 N xc5µ]

39...B f5 [39...N e4+ 40.K g2 R b8 41.R b3 b x f3+ 42.R x f3 R x b4  (42...N

 d2 43.R x f7+ K g6 44.B d5 R x b4 45.b3 N xb3 46.R c7=)  43.b3 N g5 44.R

f5=]

40.R d1 B c2 41.R c1 N e4+ 42.K e2 d3+ 43.K e3 cxb4 44.b x d3! [This

little combination makes White's defensive task easier.]

44...b x d3 [44...R x d3+ 45.Kxe4 R c3+ 46.K d4 R x f3 47.R x c2 R x g3

48.K c5 b3 49.R f2=]

45.N e1 B f1 [45...N xg3 46.N xd3 N f5+ 47.K e4 K f6 48.R c6+ K g5 49.N

c5 White's activity is sufficient to hold the balance.]

46.Kxe4 R d2 47.R b1 B c4 48.b3 B e6 49.K e3 R d8 50.R b2 R c8 51.a5

B f5 52.g4 R e8+ 53.K f4 R x e1 54.gxf5 [Jakovenko defended very well

through   the   last   20   moves.   The   rook   endgame   which   has   arisen   is

completely equal.]

54...R a1 55.R g2+ K f8 56.R c2 R x a5 57.f6 K g8 58.R g2+ K f8 59.R c2

K e8 60.R e2+ K f8 61.K e4

½–½

 (56) Ivanchuk,Vassily (2709) - Krasenkow,Michal (2661) [C83]

Leonid Stein Memorial Lvov (3), 14.05.2000

 [MiK halevski,V]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.B e3 B e7 10.c3 0–0 11.NB d2 Q d7 12.R e1  [Immediate

12.N x e4 leads to a slightly better ending after 12...dxe4 13.Q x d7 b x d7

14.e6!? 

a) 14.R f d1!? R a d8 15.R x d7! This blow is working thanks to the position

of black king on g8.Below you can find a position with the king on h8.Then it

won't work.  (15.N g5 N xe5 16.N x e4 B c8 17.B c5 b x c5 18.N xc5 N d7

 19.N xd7 R x d7 20.R x d7 b x d7 21.f3 R d8 22.R d1 K f8 23.K f2 K e7 24.K

 e3   c5   25.R   d5   R   c8   26.g3  ½–½   Wessbecher,H-Rothacher,D/Germany

1993/GER (26) )  15...R x d7 16.e6 exf3  (¹16...R d3 17.exf7+ K h8 18.N d2 N

 a5!)  17.exd7 N e5 (¹17...R d8 18.R d1 B d6  (18...N b8!? 19.B f4 R x d7 20.R

 x d7 N xd7 21.b x c7²) ) 18.R d1 R d8 19.B f4 B d6 20.b x e5 b x e5 21.R

e1+– 1–0 Hansen,M-Nielsen,J/DEN 1989/EXT 2000 (25); 

b) 14.N d2 N xe5 15.N x e4 B c6 16.N g3 N d3 17.N f5 Rfe8 18.R a b1 B f8

19.R f d1 B e4 20.N g3 B g6 21.h4 h5 22.B d5 R a d8 23.B f3 B d6 24.N e2

N e5 25.RB c1 N c4µ 0–1 Rosen,L-Lasker,E/Paris 1900/HCL (56); 

14...b x e6 15.b x e6 fxe6 16.N d2 N e5 17.N x e4 N d3 The same position

with white rook on e1 and black king on h8 you can find after 12.?e1 ?h8

13.?:e4  (17...N c4!?N 18.B c1 R f5 19.b3 N d6 20.N g3 R d5 21.B e3 B f6

 22.R a c1 K f7 23.R c2 R d8 24.R e1 R d3 25.B d4 R d7 26.N e2 N f5 27.b x

 f6 gxf6 28.g3 e5 29.b4 R d1 30.K f1 h5³  0–1 Thipsay,P-Sasikiran,K/Guntur, 

AP   IND   2000/The   Week   in   Chess   284   (62) )   18.b3²   ½–½   Ravi,T-

Dridi,A/Moscow 1994/CBM 44 ext (38)]

12...K   h8  [Very   rare   move   introduced   by   my   brother,MiK   halevski

Alexander,many years ago.]

[Much more popular is  12...R a d8 However usual y this position arises by

different moves order(10...?d7,11...?ad8,12...0–0)]

13.N x e4 [Most logical reaction.]

[13.Q e2 f5 14.exf6 N x f6 15.B g5 B g8 16.a4 b4 17.a5 b x c3 18.b x c3 B

c5 19.b x f6 R x f6 20.B a4 Q d6 21.N b3 B a7 22.N fd4 N xd4 23.cxd4 R a

f8 24.R f1 Q b4 25.Q e1 R b8³ 0–1 Stisis,Y-MiK halevski,A/ISR 1992/TD

(54); 13.B c2 f5 14.exf6 N x f6 15.N b3 B g4 16.B c5 B d6= 0–1 Sanchez

Almeyra,J-MiK halevski,A/Biel 1992/CBM 31 ext (67)]

13...dxe4 14.Q x d7 b x d7 15.e6  [Typical idea in these positions.White

damages pawn structure in the rival's camp hoping to get slight,but long-

lasting edge.]

[15.R e d1!? Interesting idea.See above the same one with black king on

g8(12.?:e4) 15...R a d8 16.N g5 N xe5 17.N x e4² ½–½ Gurevich,G-MiK

halevski,A/ISR 1992/TD (50)]

15...b   x   e6   16.b   x   e6   fxe6   17.N   d2   N   e5  [This   manoeuvre   is   also

typical.Black is trying to compensate   drawbacks of his pawn structure by

strong position of his knight.]

[17...K g8?! 18.N x e4 R f5 19.R e2 R d8 20.g3 R f d5 21.K g2 R d1 22.R x

d1 R x d1 23.B c5 B d8 24.c4!± 1–0 Renet,O-Boudre,J/Clichy 1995/CBM 51

ext (40)]

18.N x e4 N d3 19.R e2 c5 [Most logical.Black has been straightening his

pawn structure preparing to strengthen position of his knight. ]

20.f3! [In fact only this move is new.Ivanchuk finds an interesting idea.He

wants   to   exchange   strong   black   knight   while   defects   of   Black's   pawn

structure remain.]

[In one of my games White continued 20.R d2 c4 21.b3 Rytshagov-MiK

halevski,V/Donner memorial 1995.]

20...c4 21.N f2 R a d8 22.N xd3! cxd3 [22...R x d3 23.B f2 B f6]

23.R d2 R d5 24.R a d1 R f d8 25.f4! B f6 [25...g5 was interesting with the

idea to support the d3–pawn or ctreate objects of attack in White's camp. 

26.g3!  (26.B b6?! R8d7; 26.fxg5 e5÷)  26...gxf4 27.gxf4 K g8  (27...B d6 28.K

 g2 R f8 29.R x d3 R x d3 30.R x d3 b x f4 31.b x f4 R x f4 32.R d6± /+= )

28.K f2²]

26.g3! [White has been preparing new route for his king:?g1–g2–f3–e4.]

[Immediate 26.K f2!? was also possible,but al owed 26...e5 trying to open

the f-file.Now the idea introduced   in the game doesn't work as after27.fe

B:e528.B d4Black takes on d4 with check.That's why White need the g2–

square for his king! 27.K f3 exf4 28.B d4! (28.b x f4?! g5  (28...R5d7!? 29.K

 e4 R e8+ 30.K f3 R e d8)  29.B c7 R8d7 30.K e4 b4!) 28...K g8 29.R x d3 B

e5!  (29...g5 30.K e4!²)  30.K e4 B c7 31.B f2 R x d3 32.R x d3 R e8+ 33.K

f3²]

26...h5  [26...e5 doesn't save the d3–pawn. 27.B b6!!  Forcing the rook to

leave 8–th rank which is very important. (27.fxe5 b x e5 28.K g2? (¹28.B b6! 

R8d7  (28...R b8 29.R x d3 R x d3 30.R x d3; 28...R8d6 29.B c7)  29.K g2 see

27.?b6!!) 28...B f6! Opening the e-file for the rooks. 29.g4 

a) Now 29.B d4 doesn't yield much in view of 29...R e8! 30.R x d3  (30.K f3

 h5! …31.R x d3 R f5+ 32.K g2 R e2+; 30.B f2!?)  30...R e2+ 31.K f3 R x b2

32.b x f6 R x d3+  (32...R f5+?? 33.K e4)  33.R x d3 gxf6 34.R d6 R x a2 35.R

x f6=; 

b) 29.B b6 Now it's too late as Black can leave the d-file 29...R e8! …30.K

f3 h5!; 29...h5!  30.h3   (30.B d4 R e8! 31.R x d3 R e2+; 30.gxh5 B g5=)

30...hxg4 31.hxg4 B g5! 32.b x g5 R x g5 33.K f3  (33.R x d3 R x d3 34.R x

 d3 R x g4+ 35.K f3 R g6=)  33...Rgd5 34.K e4! R g5=) 27...R8d7  (27...R b8

 28.B c7±; 27...R e8 28.R x d3 R x d3 29.R x d3 exf4 30.gxf4 …R e2 31.R

 e3!)   28.fxe5 b x e5 29.K g2! K g8   (29...B f6 30.B d4 R e7 31.R f2!±   The

point of ?b6!!  ; 29...b4 30.c4 R5d6 31.B c5 R c6 32.R x d3 R x d3 33.R x d3

 K g8 34.b x b4 R x c4 35.B c3±)  30.B d4 b x d4 31.R x d3 R e7 32.R3d2!±]

27.K g2 e5 28.fxe5 b x e5 29.B d4! K h7 30.R x d3± b4! [At least creating

some weaknesses.]

31.K f3 [31.R3d2!?]

31...b x c3 32.b x c3 B f6 33.R3d2 [33.K e4! R a5! 34.b x f6 R e8+! 35.K d4

 (35.K f4 R f8!)  35...gxf6 36.R1d2±]

33...R a5! 34.K e2  [34.b x f6 R f8! Black keeps al  the rooks and creates

counterplay.  (34...R x d2? 35.R x d2 gxf6+–) ]

34...R c8 35.R f1 R c6 36.K d3 K g6 37.R b1 R f5 38.R b4 R f3+ 39.K e4 R

f5 [39...Rfxc3? 40.b x c3 b x c3 41.R c2 R e6+ 42.K d5 R e5+ 43.K d6+–]

40.R   a4   R   e6+   41.K   d3  [It's   not   easy   to   make   progress.White   need

exchange a rooks pair to prevent any counterplay.]

41...R c6 42.R b2 R e6 43.R a b4 R a5 44.R b6! K f7 [44...R x b6 45.b x b6]

45.R x e6 Kxe6 46.b x f6 gxf6 47.c4+– [Now White is winning.Black has no

counterplay.Just some accuracy is stil  required.]

47...h4! [Looking for counterplay.]

48.gxh4   R   a3+   49.K   d4   R   h3   50.K   c5   R   x   h4   51.a4? [51.R   c2!   was

necessary liberating the king. 51...K d7 52.K b6 f5 53.R d2+!  (‹53.c5 R b4+! 

 54.Kxa6 K c6)  53...K c8 54.c5 and White should win.]

51...K d7! [Intending to put his king on c7.]

52.R b7+ K c8 53.R f7 R x h2 54.K b6 R b2+ [54...R h4 55.c5 R b4+ 56.K

c6  (56.Kxa6  see 54...?b2 55.?a6 ?b4 56.c5 )  56...K b8 57.a5]

55.K c6! [55.Kxa6 R b4 Black also can wait. 56.c5 R x a4+ Not necessary

again.   57.K   b6   Now   only  Black's   problem   is   his   f-pawn   which   prevents

checks from the long side. 57...R c4! 58.K c6 K b8! 59.R f8+ K a7 60.R c8! 

 (60.K d6 K b7!; 60.R x f6 K b8  leads to a theoretical draw.  )  60...f5! 61.K d7

f4! 62.c6 f3  (62...R d4+!? 63.K c7 f3 64.R f8 R h4 65.K c8 f2 66.c7 f1Q 67.R

 x f1 R h8+ 68.K d7 R h7+ 69.K c6 R h6+=)  63.R f8 K b6 64.R b8+  (64.R x f3

 R d4+!=)  64...K a7 65.R b7+ K a6 66.R b2 R d4+! 67.K e6  (67.K c8 R f4=)

67...f2! 68.c7  (68.R x f2 K b6=)  68...R c4=]

55...K b8! [The king has to be on the short side.]

56.c5 [¹56.a5!?]

56...a5 57.R x f6 R b4= [Now Black always can save his skin supporting the

a-pawn with the king and giving up the rook for the c-pawn when necessary.]

58.K d7 [58.R f8+ K a7 59.K d7  (59.R h8 R x a4 60.K b5 R b4+ 61.Kxa5 R

 b1 62.c6 R b5+!=)  59...R d4+ 60.K c7 R x a4= See previous comment.]

58...R x a4 59.R b6+  [59.R b6+ K a7 60.R d6   ( Or   60.R b1 R h4 61.c6 R

 h7+=)  60...R c4 61.c6 K b6 62.R d1 a4 63.R b1+ K a5= with an easy draw.]

½–½

 (57) Nakamura,Hikaru (2708) - Carlsen,Magnus (2810) [C77]

Corus Wijk aan Zee (5), 21.01.2010

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.b x c6 [This line is considered

as pretty harmless for Black and appears very rarely at the top level.]

5...dxc6 6.d3 B d6 7.NB d2 B e6 8.0–0 0–0 9.b3 N d7 10.B b2 b5 [To my

mind the plan with  10...c5 11.N c4 f6 is more sound for Black. Later on he

can   perform   the   manoeuvre   ?d7–b8–c6.   The   position   is   approximately

equal.]

11.d4 f6 12.h3 c5?! [This decision is also hard to approve. White is eager to

push his pawn to d5 to seize space, and Black is assisting this.]

[12...Q e8 is a logical move, setting free the d8–square for the rook. Black

gets sufficient compensation for the structural defects. For instance: 13.dxe5

N xe5 14.N xe5 fxe5 15.Q e2 Q g6„]

13.d5 [Now White has a small, but stable advantage.]

13...B f7 14.a4 [14.c4 is also good.]

14...N   b6 15.c4  c6! [Black   must   play  this,  the  only  real   chance  for  any

counterplay.]

16.N h4 [Going for a kingside attack.]

[White could adopt a more positional plan as well: 16.Q c2 cxd5  (16...Q c7

 17.Rfc1²)  17.cxd5 Q c7 18.Rfc1²]

16...R e8 [I don't think Black should let the knight be established on f5 so

easily.]

[16...g6 17.Q g4 cxd5! 18.cxd5 Q d7 19.N f5 b x d5  (19...h5 20.N h6+ K g7

 21.Q x d7 N xd7 22.N xf7 Kxf7 23.Rfc1²)  20.a5 B e6 21.a x b6 K h8 22.Q f3

gxf5 23.exf5 b x f5 24.R f d1 Q e6 and Black survives.]

17.N f5 B f8 18.Q g4 [18.N e3² with the idea to forward the knight to d5.]

18...K h8 19.f4 [An attempt to use the a-file doesn't yield White much: 19.a

x b5 a x b5 20.R x a8 Q x a8 21.R a1 Q b7 22.dxc6 Q x c6 23.R a7 B g6

24.N h4 b x c4 25.b x c4 N c8 26.N xg6+ hxg6 Black is just in time to save

the ?g6 and he wil  be only slightly worse.]

19...exf4 20.Q x f4?! [This gives Carlsen a chance to come back into the

game.]

[20.R x f4! White's initiative is very dangerous. Here one sample spectacular

line:  20...b  x  c4 21.b  x c4  cxd5  22.cxd5   (22.exd5 B  g6   fol owed  by  the

manoeuvre ?b6–d7–e5 with mutual chances.  )  22...R b8 23.B c3  (23.N h6? 

 B g6 24.Q x g6 hxg6 25.N f7+ K g8 26.N xd8 Rexd8=)  23...Q d7! The only

chance for counterplay. 24.a5 N a4 25.b x f6! gxf6 26.Q h4 B g6 27.Q x f6+

K g8 28.R g4 c4! 29.N xc4 ! 30.R x g6+! hxg6 31.Q x g6+ K h8 32.Ncd6 b x

d6 33.N xd6 R e7 34.R f1 R g7 35.Q h5+ K g8 36.N f5 R x g2+! 37.Kxg2 Q x

d5+ 38.R f3 R b2+ 39.K g3 Q e5+ 40.K h4 R b4+ 41.K g5 N c5 42.Q g6+ K

f8 43.Q d6+ Q x d6 44.N xd6+ K e7 45.N f5+ K f7 and Black should survive

the endgame with a  pawn  down,  thanks  to the very  reduced  amount  of

material. Long variations like this normally have improvements along the

way, but, undoubtedly, White should have recaptured with the rook.]

20...b x c4 21.b x c4 cxd5 22.cxd5 Q b8! [This is the main drawback of

20.?xf4.]

23.Q h4!? [23.B c3 Q x f4 24.R x f4 is already very little for White, so

Nakamura is looking for more.]

23...N xd5 24.R a b1 Q b4! [24...N b4 25.N h6  (25.b x f6 gxf6 26.Q x f6+ K

 g8 27.R b3 B g6 28.R g3 R a7 29.R x g6+ hxg6 30.Q x g6+ K h8 31.N c4 N

 d3 32.Ncd6 b x d6 33.N xd6 R f8 34.Q h6+ K g8 35.Q g5+ K h8 36.Q h6+ K

 g8   White has no more than a perpetual check.  )   25...B a2 26.R x f6 R a7

 (26...Q d8 27.Q g5 gxf6 28.b x f6+ Q x f6 29.Q x f6+ B g7 30.Q h4 b x b1

 31.N xb1   with mutual chances, but a queen + knight is well-known as a

dangerous duo, so Black has to be very careful.  )  27.N f5 K g8 28.Q g5 b x

b1 29.N h6+ K h8 30.R f7 R x f7 31.N xf7+ K g8 32.N h6+ with perpetual

check.]

25.B c1 [25.b x f6? Q x d2 26.RB d1 Q e2 27.N xg7 N x f6 28.N xe8 N xe8

29.R d7 N d6 30.R x d6 Q e3+ 31.K h1 B g8µ]

25...Q x a4 26.exd5 Q x h4 27.N xh4 b x d5  [The resulting position is

approximately balanced. In an endgame like position normally three pawns

overcome a knight, but here Black's pawns are not connected and he has to

be careful not to lose all of them. On the other hand, White's knights don't

have good outposts. With correct play this position should end in a draw.]

28.B a3 R e3 29.R a1 R d3 30.R f d1  [A somewhat strange move, the

immediate 30.?hf3 was called for.]

30...a5 31.Nhf3 a4 32.Rdc1 K g8?! [32...g6! was a nice idea. Black is at

least not worse.]

33.K   f2  [33.b   x   c5   b   x   c5+   34.R   x   c5   a3   35.K   f2   B   f7   with   sufficient

compensation for the piece. A similar position arose in the game later.]

33...c4 [33...R c8? 34.K e2!±]

34.b x f8 Kxf8 35.N xc4 R b3  [Black has lost a pawn, but the position

remains playable for him with strong tendencies for a peaceful result. White

really can't get rid of the annoying a-pawn.]

36.N fd2 R b4 37.R a3 R c8 38.R a c3 B e6 39.N a3 R d8 40.N f3 R b3! 

[This exchange wil  take the passed pawn closer to the promotion square.]

41.R   x   b3   a   x   b3=   42.R   c6   B   d5   43.R   b6   R   c8  [White's   pieces   lack

harmony, he can't win this.]

44.N b5 R c2+ 45.K g3 h5! 46.NB d4 R a2 47.N e6+ K f7 48.N f4 B e4

49.R b4 [49.R x b3 g5 50.N xh5  (50.N d3 h4+ 51.N xh4 gxh4+ 52.Kxh4=)

50...K g6 trapping the knight with an inevitable draw.]

49...h4+ 50.K g4 b2 51.N d2 B a8 52.N c4 [52.N d3?? b1Q 53.N xb1 R x

g2+ 54.K f4  (54.Kxh4? B f3!–+)  54...R g3 55.R d4 g5+ 56.K f5 R f3+ 57.K g4

K g6 58.N f4+ gxf4 and suddenly Black is winning.]

52...g5   53.R   x   b2  [White   has   to   give   up   the   extra   piece;   the   draw   is

inevitable.]

[53.N d3?? R a4!–+]

53...R x b2 54.N xb2 gxf4 55.Kxf4 b x g2 56.K g4 f5+ 57.Kxf5 b x h3+

58.K g5 B e6 59.Kxh4 [A great fighting game!]

½–½

 (58) Fressinet,Laurent (2708) - Tomashevsky,Evgeny (2706) [C84]

Paris FIDE GP Elancourt (8), 30.09.2013

 [ChessBase Website]

1.e4 [5]

e5 [7]

2.N f3 [6]

N c6 [6]

3.B b5 [4]

a6 [6]

4.B a4 [5]

N f6 [6]

5.0–0 [7]

B e7 [6]

6.d3 [8]

b5 [30]

7.B b3 [8]

d6 [8]

8.a3 [8]

0–0 [1:10]

9.N c3 [12]

B g4 [57]

10.B e3 [27]

N d4 [42]

11.b x d4 [7]

exd4 [5]

12.N d5 [7]

N d7 [5]

13.h3 [11]

b x f3 [9]

14.Q x f3 [5]

c6 [7]

15.N f4 [9]

g6 [8:17]

16.g3N [1:02]

[16.Q g4 K h8 17.N e2 B f6 18.f4 B g7 19.Q f3 R b8 20.e5 dxe5 21.Q x c6 f5

22.a4 R b6 23.Q d5 Q c7 24.a x b5 R x b5 25.Q c4 Q x c4 26.dxc4 R b6

27.fxe5 d3 28.N f4 dxc2 29.b x c2 b x e5 30.N d3 b x b2 31.N xb2 R x b2

32.B a4 N c5 33.B c6 R c8 34.B d5 R c7 35.g4 fxg4 36.hxg4 K g7 37.R a5 R

e2 38.R f3 R e5 39.K g2 K h6 40.R f7 R x f7 41.b x f7 K g5 42.K f3 K h4

43.B g8 h6 44.B f7 K g5 45.B d5 N b3 Ramirez,A (2588)-Tomashevsky,E

(2706) Tromso 2013 ½–½]

16...B f6 [7:53]

17.h4 [2:39]

N e5 [20:09]

18.Q e2 [1:59]

K g7 [7:21]

19.a4 [12:20]

Q d7 [6:20]

20.K g2 [13:24]

h5 [1:06]

21.f3 [1:40]

Q b7 [12:16]

22.Q f2 [28:55]

Q b6 [6:22]

23.R h1 [10:13]

R h8 [7:02]

24.R a2 [10:52]

R a c8 [21:49]

25.a x b5 [4:58]

a x b5 [5]

26.Q d2 [6:06]

R a8 [54]

27.Rha1 [1:50]

R x a2 [7:10]

28.R x a2 [16]

R b8 [1:21]

29.N h3 [3:54]

R b7 [34]

30.Q a5 [3:11]

Q x a5 [5]

31.R x a5 [3]

N d7 [4]

32.R a6 [2:47]

R c7 [4]

33.R a8 [1:53]

N b6 [2:22]

34.R a5 [45]

N d7 [16]

35.f4 [47]

N c5 [14]

36.N g1 [50]

R b7 [1:57]

37.N f3 [32]

N xb3 [5]

38.cxb3 [5]

c5 [5]

39.K f2 [3:09]

B e7 [1:13]

40.K e2 [0]

f5 [0]

41.b4! [Tomashevsky decided to use the same line that brought him an easy

draw in the Tromso World Cup in round one. Fressinet didn't real y prove

any real improvement, but through some inaccuracies of the Russian he

was able to obtain the a-file for his rook and a little bit of pressure. In time

trouble  Tomashevsky  allowed   his   opponent   to   set   up  perfectly  and   after

White's   41.b4!   he   was   suddenly   in   real   trouble   as   his   structure   was

collapsing. 7:53]

41...fxe4 42.dxe4 [9]

B f6 [42:40]

43.e5 [6:04]

B e7 [1:05]

44.exd6 [9:30]

b x d6 [38]

45.b x c5 [3:23]

b x c5 [4:00]

46.R a6 [41]

d3+ [2:35]

47.Kxd3 [1:27]

B f2 [3]

48.N e5 [1:10]

R b6 [1]

49.R x b6 [3:00]

b x b6 [2]

50.K e4 [1:17]

B f2 [4]

51.K f3 [4]

B d4 [4]

52.N d3 [1:18]

K f6 [31]

53.K e4 [15]

B g1 [5]

54.b3 [2:00]

K e6 [7]

55.N e5 [3:30]

K f6 [7]

56.N d3 [1:57]

K e6 [4]

57.N c1 [13]

B f2 [2:18]

58.N e2 [27]

B e1 [4:57]

59.N d4+ [3:16]

K f6 [5]

60.K f3 [0]

b4 [0]

61.N c2 [53]

B c3 [2:02]

62.K e4 [3:38]

K e6 [54]

63.N e3 [53]

B e1 [2:32]

64.f5+ [4:27]

gxf5+ [53]

65.N xf5 [5]

K f6 [1:42]

66.K f4 [4]

B c3 [4]

67.N e3 [22]

B e5+ [6]

68.K f3 [4]

B d6 [26]

69.N c4 [4:53]

B e7 [7:29]

70.K e4 [51]

B f8 [1:50]

71.N e3 [1:06]

B c5 [31]

72.N d5+ [6:04]

K g6 [3]

73.N f4+ [31]

K h6 [0]

74.K f3 [7]

B d6 [22]

75.g4 [1:47]

hxg4+ [5]

76.Kxg4 [3]

B e5 [59]

77.N d3 [34]

B c3 [8]

78.N c5 [45]

B d2 [38]

79.N e4 [11]

B c1 [54]

80.N g3 [1:49]

B d2 [29]

81.h5 [2:12]

B c3 [49]

82.N f5+ [18]

K h7 [1]

83.K g5 [1:05]

B d2+ [16]

84.K f6 [8]

B c3+ [40]

85.K e6 [13]

B d2 [54]

86.K d5 [5]

B c3 [20]

87.K c4 [1:42]

B d2 [7]

88.K c5 [35]

B e1 [19]

89.K b5 [4]

B c3 [33]

90.K c4 [1:45]

B d2 [4]

91.N e7 [41]

K h6 [5]

92.N d5 [3]

Kxh5 [5]

93.N xb4 [3]

K g6 [10]

94.N d5 [6]

K f7 [36]

95.b4 [2]

b x b4 [5]

96.Kxb4[2]

½–½

 (59) Leko,Peter (2707) - Kasimdzhanov,Rustam (2674) [C81]

Julian Borowski-A 4th Essen (8), 24.05.2002

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 B c5 10.Q e2  [This is the most solid continuation, 

which however does not yield white much.]

[The most forced line is 10.N x e4; Also very interesting is 10.Q e1 , as

Luther   played   against   Krasenkow   in   the   same   tournament.;   or     10.c3

transposes to the main line.]

10...N xd2 11.b x d2 0–0 12.R a d1 R e8 [12...B e7!?   - see commented

game Svidler,P-Golod,V/EUCup final 15th 1999/CBM 74 [Golod]; 12...N e7

13.B e3  (13.c3 Q d7 14.N d4 B g4 15.f3 B h5 16.K h1 R a e8 17.Rfe1 c6

 18.Q f1 B g6 19.B e3 B a7 20.e6 Q b7 21.exf7+ b x f7 22.B g5 N g6= ½–½

Kindermann,S-Slobodjan,R/Nussloch 1996/CBM 53 (42) )  13...b x e3 14.Q x

e3 c6 15.h3 N f5 16.Q f4 Q c7 17.Rfe1 R a e8 18.c3 f6 19.B c2 g6 20.R e2

fxe5   21.Q   x   e5   N   d6   22.Q   g3   B   f5=   ½–½   Jansa,V-Pribyl,M/Turnov

1996/CBM 54 (62)]

13.h3 Q d7 14.c3N [14.B e3 b x e3 15.Q x e3 N a5 16.c3 c6 17.N d4 Q a7

18.f4   N   xb3   19.a   x   b3   f6   20.b4±   ½–½   Augustin,J-Kovacs,L/Harrachov

1966/MCD (43)]

14...R a d8 15.B g5  [15.B e3 b x e3   (15...B e7 16.Q d3)   16.Q x e3 N a5

17.Q c5 Q e7=]

15...B e7 16.Rfe1 h6 [16...b x g5?! 17.N xg5 h6 18.N xe6 Q x e6 19.f4²]

17.B   c1   B   c5? [This   is   a   serious   inaccuracy.   Just   two   moves   ago

Kasimdzhanov moved his dark-squared ? from c5 to e7 and now the ? is

occupying again the square, which should be free for ?c7.]

[After 17...N a5 18.B  c2 B  f5 The positon is  equal and now the white's

aggressive attempt: 19.b x f5 Q x f5 20.N d4 is strongly met by 20...Q g6! 

21.f4 c5 22.f5? Q h7µ]

18.Q d3! N e7 19.N d4 b x d4 [19...B b6 20.B c2 N g6 21.b4! c5 22.b x c5 b

x c5 23.f4 Q c7 24.f5 N xe5 25.R x e5 Q x e5 26.fxe6±]

20.Q x d4 [Also good for white is 20.cxd4²]

20...N f5 21.Q c5 d4?! [Kasimdzanov is trying to get an active counterplay, 

but fails.]

[21...Q e7 22.Q x e7 N xe7 23.B e3 White is clearly better, but this would be

the least of the evils for black.]

22.B c2! [22.cxd4? b x b3 23.a x b3 Q d5]

22...B d5 [22...Q e7 23.Q c6  (23.Q x e7?! R x e7²)  23...dxc3 24.b x c3±]

23.cxd4 [Black has no serious compensation for the pawn.]

23...N  h4! [Forcing  white  for the next exchange, which  is   favourable  for

black.]

24.B e4 B x e4 25. N g6 26.R e e1 R e6 27.Q c2 N e7 28.B e3 f5 [Without

this move black can not resist to white's plan of advancing the pawn majority

on the kingside.]

29.exf6 [White must take "en passant" in order to get space for his currently

passive ?.]

29...R x f6 30.f3 N d5 31.B f2 Rdf8 32.B g3 [Despite the disadvantage of

the pawn, black's position is very hard to break, because of strong ?d5. 

White must be very patient and start to look for another weakness in black's

camp.]

32...R c6 33.Q e4 N f6 34.Q d3 N d5 35.R e5 Rcf6 36.Rde1 Q f7 37.Q e4

c6 38.a3 a5! 39.K h2 [39.R e6?! R x e6 40.Q x e6 Q x e6 41.R x e6 R f6

Black has reasonable chances to hold this endgame.]

39...a4 40.Q c2 R g6 41.R5e4 Q f5 42.Q f2 K h7 43.B e5 K g8 44.Q e2 h5

45.R f1 [Probably Leko wanted to tire his opponent, the following sequence

of 5–6 moves confirms, that Leko does not want to force matters...]

45...Q g5 46.Q f2 Q f5 47.Rfe1 R e6 48.Q e2 R g6 49.B g3 Q f7 50.Q d2 Q

f6 51.R1e2 Q f5 52.Q e1 Q f7 53.R c2 [After a long battle of manoeuvres, 

Leko goes for the right plan - to put a pressure on black's weakness on c6.]

53...Q f5 54.R c5 Q f7 55.Q c1 Q d7 56.Q c2 R f5 57.B e5 Rfg5 58.R e2

h4?! [Black   should   better   not   to   push   this   pawn,   since   it   may  become

another target for white.]

[¹58...R f5]

59.Q e4 R h6 60.R e c2 K h8 [60...Rgg6 61.f4]

61.B f4 [Finally Leko achieves the favourable simplification.]

61...R e6 [61...N f6 62.Q e3 R x c5 63.R x c5 R g6 64.Q f2+–]

62.b x g5  63.fxe4 Q d6+ [63...N f6 64.b x f6 gxf6 65.d5+–]

64.K h1  [Probably stronger was 64.e5 Q g6 65.b x h4 N e3 66.R f2 , but

Leko wants to prevent any possible counterplay.]

64...N b6 65.B e3 Q e6 66.e5 N c4 67.B g1 Q f5? [Al ows the following

simplification...]

[After  67...K g8 white stil  has to work hard to win.]

68.R2xc4! [Of course! This chance should not be missed. The black pawns

wil  fal  one after another...]

68...b x c4 69.R x c6 Q c2 70.e6 Q e4 71.R x c4 Q x e6 72.d5  [Good

technic.   White   is   preventing  black's   last  possible   counterplay,  that   could

take place after g7–g5–g4.]

72...Q x d5 73.R x h4+ K g8 74.R x a4  [The rest is clear. It should be

noticed the ideal position of ?g1, which is protects the white ? from any

possible checks, and supports the advance of white's passed ?? as well.]

74...K f7 75.R b4 K e6 76.a4 Q a2 77.b3 K d5 78.R b5+ K e4 79.a5 K d3

80.b4 K c4 81.R b6 g5 82.a6 K b3 83.R g6 g4 84.a7 gxh3 85.R g8 h2

86.Kxh2 [Excel ent technic by Leko!]

[86.Kxh2 Q e2 87.R g3+]

1–0

 (60) Naiditsch,Arkadij (2705) - Ponomariov,Ruslan (2723) [C95]

Dortmund SuperGM 42nd Dortmund (6), 19.07.2014

 [Roiz,M]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.c3 d6 9.h3 N b8 10.d4 NB d7 11.NB d2 B b7 12.B c2 R e8 13.a4 B f8

14.B d3 c6 [14...b4 is a more concrete way to handle this position.]

15.Q c2  [Quite a popular setup. White may postpone the development of

the dark-squared bishop.]

15...Q   c7   16.b3   g6  [The   fianchetto   is   the   most   popular   move   in   this

particular position.]

[It can be also done one move later, as the fol owing game shows: 16...R a

d8 17.B a3 g6 18.B f1 B g7 19.R a b1 B a8 20.dxe5 N xe5 21.N xe5 R x e5

22.c4 b x a4 23.c5 a x b3 24.N xb3 ½–½ Volokitin,A (2638)-Istratescu,A

(2667)/Saint-Quentin FRA 2014]

17.B   b2  [In   the   following   nice   game   Vishy  was   able   to   secure   a   clear

advantage after 17.B a3 But Black's play may be improved upon. In fact, 

White's bishop found itself on b2 just few moves later anyway: 17...B g7

18.R a d1  (18.dxe5 N xe5 19.N xe5 dxe5 20.c4 b x a4 21.c5 a x b3 22.Q x

 b3 B c8=)  18...R a c8 19.B b2 N h5 20.B f1 b x a4  (20...N f4!?; 20...exd4!? 

 21.cxd4 N f4 22.g3 N e6)   21.b x a4 d5 22.dxe5 N xe5 23.N xe5 b x e5

24.c4² 1–0 Anand,V (2791)-Leko,P (2751)/Nice 2009/CBM 129 Extra (36)]

17...R a c8 18.R a d1  [In the preceding game Black experienced definite

problems: 18.B f1 Q b8 19.R a d1 B g7 20.g3 B a8 21.a x b5 a x b5 22.b4 B

f8?!  (22...d5!?)  23.Q b3 h6 24.dxe5 N xe5 25.c4² 1–0 Cheparinov,I (2696)-

Alekseev,E (2715)/Elista 2008/CBM 128/[Marin,M] (35)]

18...N h5 19.Q b1 [A typical complicated strategic battle. The setup of both

sides is very flexible, but White has someyhing of a space advantage.]

[19.B f1 N f4 20.g3 N e6 21.h4 B g7=]

19...b   x   a4N  [A double   edged   novelty  in   a   rare   position.   Releasing   the

pressure may help Black to push c6–c5 at some point, but now there are

some targets along the b-file.]

[In my opinion, Black has a comfortable position after 19...N f4 20.B f1 N e6

21.Q a1   (21.g3 B g7 22.B g2 exd4 23.cxd4 d5=)   21...B g7 22.B d3 Q b6

23.B   c2   Rcd8   24.N   f1   Q   c7   25.N   e3   d5=   0–1   Neuschmied,S   (2308)-

Diermair,A (2429)/Austria 2012/EXT 2013 (36); Or 19...B g7 20.g3 b x a4

21.b x a4 d5=]

20.b x a4 exd4 [That is one of Black's main ideas in such a positions - now

the pawn structure becomes stable, and the knight gets a nice route to e6.]

[20...N f4 21.B f1 exd4 22.cxd4 d5 23.g3 N e6=]

21.cxd4 d5 22.R c1 N f4 23.B f1 Q b8 [This move looks a bit passive, but

actual y Ruslan's position is stil  very solid.]

[I can also suggest: 23...R b8!? with a nice tactical idea: …24.g3 dxe4 25. 

 (25...N d5 26.R x e8 R x e8 27.N e4²)  26.N x e4 c5! 27.gxf4 Q x f4 28.N fd2

B x e4 29.N x e4 cxd4„]

24.g3 N e6 25.h4 [Arkadij is trying to develop some attack on the k-side, but

it wil  take a long time.]

25...B g7 26.B h3 c5  [This natural advance is not bad at all, but now the

price of each move becomes higher.]

[There were some good alternatives: 26...B a8!? 27.N g5 c5 28.N xe6 fxe6

29.Q a2 c4„; 26...dxe4 27.N x e4 c5 28.N e5 B x e4 29. N f6 30.R e2 cxd4

31.R x c8 Q x c8 32.b x d4 N d7! 33.N xd7 b x d4 34.b x e6 fxe6 35.N e5 Q

c3=]

27.dxc5 b x b2 28.Q x b2 [The ?g8 is somewhat exposed, so Black must

be careful...]

28...Ndxc5? [A   serious   mistake.   This   knight   was   covering   important

squares, so it was better to take with the other one.]

[28...Nexc5 29.R b1  (29.Q d4 dxe4 30.b x d7 N xd7 31.N g5 R x c1 32.R x

 c1 N e5 33.Ndxe4 B x e4 34.Q x e4 h6=)  29...dxe4! 30.b x d7 N xd7 31.Q x

b7 Q x b7 32.R x b7 N c5=]

29.N e5! [Now White has a dangerous initiative.]

29...R e d8™ [As a result, Black has to find a couple of only moves.]

[29...dxe4? 30.N g4 N d3 31.N h6+ K f8 32.Q f6 R c7 33.b x e6 N xc1 34.N

xf7 R x e6 35.Q h8+ Kxf7 36.Q x b8+–]

30.b x e6 N xe6 31.R x c8 Q x c8 [31...R x c8? 32.N d7+–]

32.R c1 [This natural move is a slight inaccuracy - the rook was quite useful

on e1.]

[¹32.exd5 b x d5 33.N g4 Q b7 34.N h6+ K f8 35.Q h8+ K e7 36.Q g7 R f8

37.N g4±]

32...Q a8 33.exd5 [Another way to develop the initiative was 33.N g4!? d4

34.h5 R c8 35.R x c8+ Q x c8 36.Q b4?]

33...b x d5 34.N g4 B h1? [This attempt to create some threats has a

concrete refutation.]

[Ruslan had to find the tough 34...h5! 35.N h6+  (35.N f6+ K f8 36.Q b4+ K

 g7 37.Q c3 K f8=)  35...K f8 36.Q f6 Q b7 37.R b1 Q c7²]

35.N f6+ K f8 [35...K g7 36.N fe4+ K h6 37.Kxh1 f5 38.f3 fxe4 39.N x e4+–]

36.N xh7+ K g8 37.N f6+ K f8 [White is a pawn up, but that is not such a

big deal. The real trouble for Black comes now...]

38.f3! [The bishop is trapped, so the next move is forced.]

38...b x f3 [38...R x d2 39.Q x d2 Q x f3 40.R f1+–]

39.Q a3+ K g7 40.N xf3 Kxf6 [Now there is a material balance, but the king

is too weak...]

[40...Q a7+ 41.K f1 Kxf6 42.Q b2+ K e7 43.N e5 K e8 44.N c6 Q e3 45.N

xd8 Q f3+ 46.Q f2 Q h1+ 47.Q g1 Q f3+ 48.K e1 Q e4+ 49.K f2+–]

41.Q b2+?! [Now Black is stil  in the game.]

[A much stronger move was 41.Q c3+ K e7 42.N e5 K e8  (42...N d4 43.Q

 c7+ K f6 44.R f1++–; 42...Q a7+ 43.K g2 Q b7+ 44.N c6+ K e8 45.K h3+–)

43.N c6 R d6 44.Q h8+ N f8 45.Q e5+ R e6 46.Q c7+– with complete

domination.]

41...K e7 42.N e5 N d4  [Somehow Black is able to parry the immediate

threats at the cost of a pawn.]

43.R f1 [43.R c4 f6! 44.N xg6+ K f7 45.R x d4 R x d4 46.Q x d4 Kxg6±]

43...f5? [But this is already a decisive mistake.]

[It wasn't easy to find the precise defence: 43...Q d5! 44.Q b4+ K e8 45.R x

f7 R d6 46.R h7  (46.Q b8+ R d8 47.Q c7?! N f5 48.K h2 Q a2+ 49.K h3 Q

 d5„)  46...N e6 47.R h8+ K e7 48.N xg6+ K f7 49.N f4 Q d1+ 50.K h2 Q d2+

51.Q x d2 R x d2+ 52.N g2 R a2±]

44.R e1!+– [Now Black cannot avoid a massive loss of material.]

[44.N xg6+ K f7 45.N e5+ K f6 46.N g4+ K g7 47.R x f5 Q e4 48.R f4+–]

44...Q d5 [44...K f6 45.Q b6+ N e6 46.N d7++–]

45.Q b6! [Not the only, but the most effective way.]

45...R d6 46.Q c7+ K f8 [Or 46...K e8 47.N g4+ N e6 48.N f6+ K f8 49.N

xd5 N xc7 50.N xc7+–]

47.N xg6+! [A nice final touch.]

47...R x g6 48.Q e7+ K g8 49.Q e8+ [Black resigns in view of 49.Q e8+ K

h7 50.R e7+ R g7 51.Q h5+ K g8 52.R e8#]

1–0

 (61) Leko,Peter (2701) - K halifman,Alexander (2628) [C83]

Budapest m Budapest (6), 09.01.2000

 [MiK halevski,V]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 N c5 10.c3 B e7 11.B c2 d4  [I think Black should

refrain from this move as wel  as a move earlier as White has a clear way to

gain an advantage.]

[11...B g4!?]

12.cxd4 [The most simple and perhaps the most strong reaction.The arising

endgame looks better for White.]

[The alternative of 12.cd is 12.N e4 d3  (12...dxc3)  13.N xc5 dxc2 14.Q x d8+

R   x   d8   15.N   xe6   fxe6   16.B   e3²   with   a   slight   adge   for   White   at   the

endgame.See Sutovsky-Krasenkow,China 1999/CBM73[MiK halevski]; 12.N

b3!?]

12...N xd4 13.N xd4 Q x d4 14.N f3 [14.Q e2]

14...Q x d1 15.R x d1 B g4 [15...0–0 looks better 16.N g5 h6 17.B h7+ K h8

18.N xe6 N xe6 19.B e4 R a d8 20.B e3 B g5! 21.b x g5 hxg5 22.K f1 g6

23.R a c1 K g7 24.g3 g4 25.B d5 Rfe8 26.B c6 R h8 27.K g2 N d4 28.B b7

c6 29.B c8 N e2 30.R x d8 N xc1 31.R x h8 Kxh8 32.a3 N d3 33.b3 a5 34.b

x g4 N xe5 35.B e2² ½–½ Anand,V-Greenfeld,A/Haifa ISR 2000 (54)]

16.B e3 [For the comments on the earlier stage of the game see Onischuk-

Tong Yuanming,China 1998/CBM 66[MiK halevski,V]]

[16.h3 B h5  (16...b x f3 17.gxf3  Onischuk-Tong Yuanming,China 1998/CBM

66[MiK halevski,V] )  17.b4 N e6 18.B e4 R d8 19.R x d8+ N xd8 20.B d2 B

g6 21.B d5 c6 22.B b3 N e6 23.a4 B d3 24.N e1 N d4 25.B a2 B c4 26.b x

c4 b x c4 27.R a2 K d7 28.B c3 N b3 29.R e2 K e6 and Black is OK.½–½

Rogovoi,M-Sepman,Y/St   Petersburg   1996/CBM  56   ext   (60);   16.b4   N   d7

17.B b2 R d8 18.a3 0–0 19.R d2? b x f3 20.gxf3 N xe5!µ 21.R e2 N xf3+

22.K g2 N h4+ 23.K h3 Rfe8 24.R x e7 R x e7 25.Kxh4 R e2 26.R g1 R x c2

27.b x g7 R c4+! 28.f4 R x f4+ 29.K g5 R f2 30.B f6 R d5+ 0–1 Wets,G-

Dridi,A/Gausdal 1986/EXT 97 (30)]

16...0–0 17.h3! [As strong as simple.]

[17.R d4 b x f3 18.gxf3 R a d8 19.R a d1 N e6 20.R d7 Rfe8 21.K g2 R x d7

22.R x d7 a5 23.f4 B d8 24.a4 b x a4 25.b x a4 R e7 26.R d5 c6 27.b x c6 R

c7   28.B   d7   N   f8   29.B   f5   B   e7   30.R   x   a5   R   b7   31.R   a7   1–0   Bisco,I-

Kramarik,P/SVK-chT2 1995/EXT 97 (31)]

17...b   x   f3?! [Exchanging   the   bishop   K   halifman   agrees   with   a   long

suffer.The strength of bishops pair shouldn't be underestimated.]

[I think Black should keep the bishop by means of 17...B h5 18.R d5 N e6

19.R d7 Rfe8²]

18.gxf3  [Strong mobile centre supported by bishops pair secures a better

play.White's plan for next few moves is obvious.He plays f4,then brings his

king to f3 and prepare advance f5 or with the king on g2 f4–f5,then f2–f4

and king to f3.At the same time Black has no good options.]

18...R f d8 19.f4 g6 20.K g2  [The same position by another moves order

was reached in another game.The game continued 20.f5 gxf5 21.b x f5 N e6

22.f4 c5 23.K f2 R x d1 24.R x d1 R d8 25.R x d8+ b x d8 26.b x e6 fxe6

27.b x c5± 1–0 Konguvel,P-Sriram,J/Calcutta IND 2000 (54)]

20...N a4 [From the one hand the text move is a very responsible decision

as Black remains with a complex of weak pawns on the queen side,but from

the other hand I don't see anything better.Black's suffering wasn't less when

he had allowed a slow strengthening of White's position in  Onischuk-Tong

Yuanming,China 1998/CBM 66[MiK halevski,V]]

21.R x d8+ R x d8 22.b x a4 b x a4 23.R c1± [White is clearly better thanks

to the better pawn structure and much more active king(?g2–f3–e4)]

23...c5 [Black is looking for an escape in a rook ending.]

[23...R   d7   looks   a   bit   passive   and   prevents   from   Black   a   possible

counterplay along the b-file.]

24.R c4  [24.b x c5 was also possible,but Leko prefers more secure way. 

24...b x c5  (24...R c8 25.B e3 R x c1 26.b x c1±)  25.R x c5 R d2 26.R a5 R x

b2 27.R x a4 R b6 28.K f3±]

24...a3  [24...R   b8   doesn't   promise   too   much,but   was   possible   from   the

practical point of view in order to try complicating of the position,while in the

game Leko wins by means of a slow strengthening of his position. 25.R x a4

R x b2 26.R x a6 …c4  (26...h5!?)  27.f5 gxf5 28.B h6 R b8 29.R c6 B f8 30.b

x f8 Kxf8 31.R x c4±]

25.b3! [Another pawn on a black square becomes an easy target for the

white bishop.]

25...K f8 [Or 25...R d1 26.R c1]

26.K f3 [Centralization of the king is a decisive factor now.Black's position is

hopeless.]

26...K   e8   27.K   e4   R   d1   28.R   c1   f5+  [After   28...R   d8   29.f5   with   a   full

domination decides the game.]

29.exf6 R x c1 30.b x c1 b x f6 31.b x a3+–  [Bishops endgame doesn't

even require a good technics.]

31...B d4 32.f3 K d7 33.K d5 B e3 34.f5 [Accuracy until  the very end.]

[34.b x c5 is also sufficient for a win,but a move in the game is just stronger.]

34...gxf5 35.b x c5 B f4 36.b4 [White's plan is very simple.He advances a

and b pawns,creates a pass pawn advances it to b5 then brings his bishop

to e5 and game is over.]

36...B d2 [Or 36...B g3 37.a4 B h2 38.b5 a x b5 39.a x b5 B g3 40.B d4 B f4

41.b6 B g3  (41...K c8 42.B e5 B e3 43.K c6)  42.B e5]

37.B d6 [37.a4!?]

37...B c1 38.a4 B a3 39.B c5 B b2 40.B d4 B a3 41.b5 a x b5 42.a x b5 B

e7 43.b6  [Very clear game of Peter.He didn't leave a single chance to his

very experiencied rival.]

1–0

 (62) Ivanchuk,Vassily (2699) - Krasenkow,Michal (2633) [C83]

Corus Wijk aan Zee (2), 12.01.2003

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 B e7 10.c3 Q d7 [A rare move in this position. The

alternatives 10...0–0 and 10...?c5 are far more popular.]

11.Q e2 [This continuation is probably not very promising for white.]

[11.B c2 B f5 12.N d4 B g6   - see the game Luther,T-Krasenkow,M/Asti

1996/CBM 57; 11.R e1 N c5 12.N d4 N xb3 13.N2xb3 N d8 14.f4 c5 15.f5

cxd4   16.fxe6   N   xe6   17.N   xd4   N   xd4   18.Q   x  d4   0–0=   ½–½   Plaskett,J-

Krasenkow,M/Hastings 1993/CBM 33 ext (42)]

11...N c5 12.B c2  [This position can also arise after the following order of

moves: 10...?c5 11.?c2 ?d7 12.?e2.]

12...B f5 13.N b3 b x c2 14.Q x c2 N e6 15.B e3 0–0 16.R a d1 f6 17.exf6

R x f6N [This recapture is more logical, than 17...?xf6.]

[17...b   x   f6   18.R   d2   N   e7   19.N   c5   N   xc5   20.b   x   c5²   ½–½   Tancsa,R-

Forgo,E/Pecs 1998/EXT 2000 (33)]

18.Q d3 R d8 19.Rfe1 h6 [19...N f4 20.b x f4 R x f4 21.R e2 and white has

some pressure along the central files.]

20.K h1 [A mistery move from the first sight, but white is preparing 21.?d4, 

which is not good right now.]

[20.B d4? N f4 21.Q f1 R g6?]

20...B f8 [20...Q e8 21.NB d4²]

21.B d4 [21.R d2?! Q f7„]

21...N f4 22.Q f1 R f7 [22...R g6?! 23.g3]

23.B e3 N g6 24.B c5 R f6 25.R e3 [25.b x f8?! Rdxf8 26.N c5 Q f7 with a

very strong pressure along the "f" file.]

25...Q f7 26.R d2 R f5 [There was interesting tactical possibility: 26...N a5

27.N xa5 b x c5 28.N b b x e3 29.N xd8 Q d7 30.fxe3 Q x d8 31.c4 b x c4

32.Q x c4 =/?]

27.N   fd4   N   xd4   28.cxd4   B   d6   29.b   x   d6   cxd6! [Right   recapture.   It   is

important to cover the weak fields c5 and e5. The activity of black's pieces

compensates the double pawns.]

30.N c1 [Ivanchuk is trying to find better pastures for his knight.]

30...b4 [Gaining some space on the queenside and preventing the possible

transfer of white's rook via the third rank as wel . ]

31.f3 [31.R c2!?]

31...Q c7 32.R e1 a5 33.N e2 R f7 34.R c1 Q b7 35.Q f2 R e8 36.N g1 [In

this approximately equal position draw was agreed.]

½–½

 (63) Shirov,Alexei (2699) - MiK halevski,Victor (2524) [C82]

Corsica Masters rap 06th Bastia (1.1), 01.11.2002

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 N c5 10.c3 B e7 11.B c2 B g4 12.R e1 0–0 [Another

well-known setup goes with 12...?d7 fol owing by 13...?d8.]

13.N f1 [The line 13.N b3 is another story in this position.]

13...d4!? [This   typical   breakthrow   leads   to   a   sharp   struggle.   The   solid

alternatives are 13...?e8 and 13...?h5.]

14.h3 B h5 15.N g3 [15.g4?! d3! 

16.g x h5 d x c2 

17.Q x c2 Q d5 

18.N1h2 R a d8³ 0–1 Mariano,N-MiK halevski,V/Calcutta 2001/CBM 82 (32)]

15...B x f3 

16.Q x f3 d3 

17.B b3N [This move appears for the first time in practice, however it has

already been mentioned by GM Wedberg in his annotations to the game

Timman-Kortschnoj (see below).]

[17.Q x c6 d x c2 

18.Q f3 N d3 

19.R e2 B g5 

20.B x g5 Q x g5 

21.R x c2 N x e5= ½–½ Vehi Bach,V-Wedberg,T/Biel 1990/EXT 2000 (28); 

The   most   critical   line   is   17.b4   dxc2   18.b   x   c5   Q   d7     -   see   the   game

Timman,J-Kortschnoj,V/Koop Tjuchem 1996/CBM 57 [Wedberg]]

17...N a5 

18.R d1 [Worth consideration 18.N f5!?]

18...Na x b3 

19.a x b3 N xb3 

20.R x d3 Q c8?! [MiK halevski follows the Wedberg's analysis (accidental y

or not?) which ends here with a "?" evaluation. However black's last move is

wrong, which gives white the initiative.]

[The right move is 20...Q e8 brings black equality after 

21.R b1 N xc1 

22.R x c1 B h4!? 

23.N f5 Q x e 5 

24.N x h4 Q g5=]

21.N f5 [This tempting move would not have been possible after 20...?e8.]

21...Q e6 

22.Q g4! [Forcing black for the following concession, before the elimination

of black's bishop - the main defender of the black squares.]

[22.N d4? N xd4 23.cxd4 c5³]

22...g6 

23.N x e7+ Q x e7 

24.B g5 [24.R d7? Q e8  (24...Q x e5? 25.B f4) 

25.R b1 N x c1 

26.R x c1 Q x e5 

27.Q d4=]

24...Q x e5 

25.R a d1 [White has strong compensation for the pawn, al  his pieces are

well placed and black's ? is not safe, because of weakness of the dark-

squares.]

25...h5 

26.Q h4 f6 [A scary thing to do, but necessary. White threatened to establish

his ? on f6, which could cause a big troubles for the black ?.]

27.B f4 [Also strong is 27.B e3! restricting the opponent's ?.]

27...Q e4 [27...Q c5? 28.B h6 R f7 29.Q e4+–]

28.R e3 Q f5 

29.B   x   c7  [White   has   regained   the   sacrificed   pawn,   maintaining   al   the

positional advantages of his position.]

29...R a e8 

30.B d6? 

[30.R f3 R e4 

31.Q g3 h4 

32.Q d6 Q e6²; 

30.Q g3!± would have been strong enough, not spoiling the pawn structure.]

30...R x e3 

31.f x e3 R f7 [Black has avoided the immediate danger.]

32.e4 Q e6 

33.e5? [White has certainly overrated his chances.]

[White could keep slight advantage after 33.R d5; or 33.B a3]

33...f x e5 

34.Q d8+ K h7 [So, white has given up "a pawn for a check!"]

35.R f1 [35.B b4!? e4 36.c4 Q f6³]

35...R x f1+ [35...R d7? 36.Q f8 Q x d6?? 37.R f7++–]

36.K x f1 N d2+ [At last the offside black ? has a chance to come back to

the game.]

37.K e1 N c4 

38.Q c7+ K g8 

39.Q d8+ K h7 

40.Q c7+ K h6! [Black obviously does not want to agree to a draw yet...]

41.B f8+ K g5 42.b3 N e3?? [This is losing move.]

[The only move was 42...N b6 43.Q d8+ K f5 44.Q d3+ e4 45.Q f1+ K e5³]

43.Q d8+ K f4 [43...K f5 44.Q d3+ K f4 45.K f2+– N f5 46.B h6+! N x h6

47.Q f3+ K g5 48.h4+ Kxh4 49.Q g3#]

44.B h6+?! [Much simplier was 44.Q h4+ K f5 45.Q f2+ K e4 46.K e2+–]

44...K   e4  45.Q  h4+?? [As   usual,   a rapid   chess   game   contains   a  lot   of

blunders... This time white makes the obvious move and...the losing one!]

[Instead of this white could win by: 45.Q d2 N f5 46.Q d1! N h4 47.K e2! K f5

48.Q d3+ e4  (48...K f6 49.Q d8++–)   49.Q d8 Q f6 50.Q d5+ Q e5 51.g4+

hxg4 52.hxg4+ K f6 53.B g7++–]

45...K d3?? [Missing the great chance.]

[45...Q g4!–+ This amazing resource was certainly missed by both players.]

46.b x e3 Kxe3?? [This last slip concludes this dramatic game. Probably

only after playing this move black noticed, that he is getting mated in two, 

and therefore resigned.]

[46...Kxe3 47.Q g3+ K e4 48.Q f3#; After the only acceptable 46...Q x b3

47.Q g3™ white stil  has a work to do to win this game.]

1–0

 (64) Movsesian,Sergei (2698) - Almasi,Zoltan (2713) [C77]

Istanbul ol (Men) 40th Istanbul (11.2), 09.09.2012

 [Erenburg,S]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.d3 d6 7.c3 0–0

8.NB d2 b5 9.B c2 d5 [Taking advantage of the fact that White's rook is not

yet on e1, Black is trying to solve al  his opening problems by exchanging a

couple of central pawns and preparing the c5–spot for the dark-squared

bishop.]

10.R e1 dxe4 [The simplest move. Black has also tried]

[10...d4!? 11.cxd4 exd4 12.a3 N d7 13.N f1  (13.N b3 Nde5 …14.Nb x d4 N

 xd4 15.N xe5 B f6„)  13...Nde5 14.N xe5 N xe5 15.f4 N g6 16.N g3 c5 17.N

f5?!  (¹17.Q h5!?)  17...b x f5 18.exf5 N h4 19.Q g4 Q d7 20.B d2 B f6 21.B b3

N xf5³ 0–1 Efimenko,Z (2682)-Onischuk,A (2684)/Poikovsky 2009/CBM 131

(35); 10...B g4 11.h3 B h5 12.Q e2 d4 13.g4 B g6 14.cxd4 N xd4 (14...exd4

15.a3!?  (15.B b3 N a5; 15.N h4 N d7 16.N xg6 hxg6 17.f4 g5 18.N f3 gxf4

 19.b x f4 N c5÷)  15...h6 16.B b3²) 15.N xd4 exd4 16.f4 Now that the black

bishop is out of the game, it becomes clear why 10...?g4 does not have a

good   reputation.   16...h6   17.N   f3²   1–0   Alvarez   Pedraza,A   (2526)-

Vijayalakshmi,S (2387)/San Cristobal 2012/CB39_2012 (22); 10...B b7 The

disadvantage of this move is that Black defines the position of his light-

squared bishop too early. It may very wel  be the case that it's needed on e6

to cover the f5–square and the diagonal a2–g8. 11.Q e2 dxe4 12.dxe4 Q d6

 (12...B c5 13.N f1)  13.a4 N h5 14.N f1 b4 15.R d1 Q f6 16.N g3  (16.g3!?)

16...N xg3 (16...N f4 17.b x f4 exf4  (17...Q x f4 18.N f5)  18.N f5²) 17.hxg3 a5

18.B   b3²   1–0   Nguyen   Anh   Dung   (2539)-Tirto   (2418)/Kuala   Lumpur

2006/CBM 114 ext (61)]

11.dxe4 B e6  [Black has just occupied a very important diagonal and is

about to secure control over it by playing h7–h6.]

[11...B c5 12.N b3  ( Deserves attention:  12.a4!? b4 13.Q e2)  12...B b6 13.B

e3   Q   e7   14.a4   b   x   e3   15.R   x   e3   ½–½   Predojevic,B   (2641)-Stevic,H

(2571)/Neum 2008/CBM 124 Extra]

12.a4 [White is putting some pressure on Black's b5–pawn to gain control

over the c4–square.]

12...b4 [Giving up on the c4 outpost, perhaps too easily.]

[Earlier this year, Matlakov tried to play differently against Movsesian: 12...Q

c8 13.Q e2 Q b7 14.b4  (14.B d3 R a b8 15.N f1 R f d8=)  14...R f d8 15.a x

b5 a x b5 16.R x a8 R x a8 17.B d3 R b8 18.N b1 B d6  (18...N d7 19.N a3 N

 a7 20.N g5 B b3 21.Q b2 B a4 22.Q a2÷)  19.N a3 N a7 20.B e3 c6 21.N g5

B g4 22.f3 B d7 23.Q a2 R f8?  (¹23...B e8)   24.N c4!± 1–0 Movsesian,S

(2699)-Matlakov,M (2665)/St Petersburg 2012/CB40_2012 (32)]

13.Q e2 Q c8 [13...Q d6 14.N c4  (14.B d3 R f d8)  14...b x c4 15.Q x c4 b x

c3 16.b x c3 N a5 17.Q e2²; 13...B c5 14.N c4²]

14.N c4 N d7 15.a5N [The idea of Movsesian's novelty is to limit the activity

of Black's minor pieces.]

[In the preceding game, Kamsky chose 15.N g5 b x g5 16.b x g5 , but Black

got a good position after 16...N b6 17.N d2 b x c3 18.b x c3 N a5 19.B e3 Q

d7   20.f4   f6   21.f5   B   f7   22.g4   Q   c6=   ½–½   Kamsky,G   (2741)-Ivanchuk,V

(2768)/Ningbo 2011/CBM 144 (67)]

15...f6?! [Although Black did strengthen his central pawn, he grabbed the

f6–square for his knight, which results in the transfer of White's knight to

d5.]

[Probably 15...Q b7 was better: 16.N e3  (16.B a4 f6)  16...b3 17.B b1 h6÷; 

15...h6 16.B a4]

16.N e3! b3 17.B b1 B d6 [Preparing the e7–square for the knight.]

18.N d5 b x d5 [That is a very responsible decision to give up on the light

squares. I bet Black would not do it he saw White's 22nd move.]

[The logical alternative was 18...N e7 , but after 19.Q c4! , White gets an

edge: 19...N c5 20.B e3 c6 21.N xe7+ b x e7 22.Q e2 K h8 23.b x c5 b x c5

24.B d3²]

19.exd5 N e7 20.B d3 Q b7 21.B c4 N xd5? [Black should have played

21...K h8 22.R d1² and tried to defend his passive, but solid position.]

22.N d4! exd4 [22...K h8 is not the solution to Black's problems, in view of

23.Q e4 c6 24.N xc6 N c7  (24...N e7 25.N xe7 Q x e4 26. b x e7 27.g3 Rfc8

 28.B d5 R a b8)  25.R e3! N c5  (25...f5 26.N e7!+–)  26.Q g6‚]

23.Q e6+ K h8 24.b x d5 c6 25.Q x d6 [25.B f3 is not as good as the move

in the game, because of 25...Q c7!]

25...cxd5  26.cxd4±  [White   has   an  obvious   advantage  thanks   to   Black's

passive pieces and multiple weaknesses in his camp.]

26...Rfe8?! [The open lines wil  be taken by White's rooks anyway.]

[Black had to organise stubborn defence by playing 26...Q b5! 27.B d2 R f

d8! 28.Q e7±]

27.B f4 Q b5 28.h3 R a c8?! [Probably, the last chance was to bring the

king closer to the centre: 28...K g8 29.R x e8+ R x e8 30.R c1 N f8 31.Q b6±

/+–; 28...h5 29.R a c1+–]

29.R x e8+ R x e8 30.R c1+– [White is completely dominating the board! 

Material losses for the black side are inevitable and he has no counterplay

whatsoever, so the rest is a matter of simple technique.]

30...N f8 31.Q b6! Q d3 [The endgame is lost for Black: 31...K g8 32.Q x b5

a x b5 33.a6 N e6 34.B d6 R a8 35.R c6 N xd4 36.R b6 K f7 37.B b8+–]

32.Q c6 Q e4 [32...R d8 does not change much: 33.R e1! Q c2 34.Q b6 R

a8 35.Q b7 R d8 36.Q f7+–]

33.B e3 N g6 [33...Q e6 34.Q b7 R e7 35.Q x b3+–]

34.Q x a6 N h4 35.Q f1 [Black's attack is easily parried.]

35...h6 [35...R a8 36.R c3 h6 37.f3 Q e8 38.B d2!+–]

36.R c3 R a8 37.f3 Q e6 38.B f2 N g6 39.Q b5 N f4 40.B e3  [Black is

hopeless against White's wel  coordinated pieces.]

40...Q f5 41.K h2 N g6 42.R x b3 N h4 43.B f2 Q g5 44.B g3 N f5 45.f4 Q

g6 46.Q x d5 R e8 47.a6 h5 48.a7 h4 49.B f2

1–0

 (65) Bacrot,Etienne (2695) - Lalith,Babu MR (2579) [C83]

Porticcio op 3rd Grosseto Prugna (7), 29.06.2016

1.e4 [5:46]

e5 [1:11]

2.N f3 [8]

N c6 [6]

3.B b5 [21]

a6 [8]

4.B a4 [10]

N f6 [10]

5.0–0 [8]

b5 [1:12]

6.B b3 [10]

N x e4 [4]

7.d4 [3:48]

d5 [6]

8.dxe5 [19]

B e6 [6]

9.B e3 [5:27]

B e7 [54]

10.NB d2 [1:14]

0–0 [4:39]

11.c3 [4:24]

B g4 [3:08]

12.B f4 [9:55]

[12.N x e4 dxe4 13.Q d5 Q x d5 14.b x d5 exf3 15.b x c6 fxg2 16.Rfe1 R a

d8 17.a4 b4 18.cxb4 b x b4 19.R e c1 B d2 20.b x d2 R x d2 21.b4 f6 22.e6

b x e6 23.B b7 B c8 24.R x c7 b x b7 25.R x b7 R e8 26.R c1 h5 27.Rcc7 R

e1+ 28.Kxg2 R e e2 29.R x g7+ K h8 30.R h7+ K g8 31.Rhc7 R x f2+ 32.K

g3 R g2+ 33.K f3 Rdf2+ 34.K e4 R e2+ 35.K d5 R e8 36.a5 R x h2 37.b5 R

d2+   38.K   c5   R   e5+   39.K   b6   R   x  b5+   40.Kxa6   R   x  b7   41.Kxb7   R   b2+

Caruana,F (2804)-Giri,A (2782) Paris 2016 ½–½]

12...B g5 [13:43]

13.b x g5N [15:32]

[13.N x e4 b x f4 14.Q x d5 b x f3 15.Q x c6 b x h2+ 16.Kxh2 Q h4+ 17.K g1

B x e4 18.B d5 b x d5 19.Q x d5 R f d8 20.Q c6 Q c4 21.Q x c4 b x c4 22.R f

d1 K f8 23.b3 R x d1+ 24.R x d1 cxb3 25.a x b3 K e7 26.f4 a5 27.R a1 K e6

28.K f2 K f5 29.K f3 h5 30.R a4 R d8 31.K e3 R d5 32.R c4 g5 33.fxg5 R x

e5+ 34.K f3 Kxg5 35.R x c7 R b5 36.b4 ½–½ (36) Dutreeuw,M (2361)-

Geirnaert,S (2343) Aalst 2005]

13...N xg5 [11]

14.h3 [1:04]

[14.Q e2 R e8=]

14...B h5 [12:01]

15.R e1 [4:50]

R e8 [1:04]

16.K f1 [5:41]

N xf3 [17:52]

17.N xf3 [10]


b x f3 [16]

18.Q x f3 [19]

R x e5 [3:08]

19.R x e5 [8:25]

N xe5 [8]

20.Q x d5 [5]

Q x d5 [8]

21.b x d5 [5]

R d8 [45]

22.B b7 [1:21]

R d6 [9:55]

23.a4 [6:17]

R b6 [4:49]

24.B d5 [1:56]

R d6 [2:11]

25.B b7 [2:53]

R b6 [10]

26.B d5 [1:25]

R d6

½–½

 (66) Karjakin,Sergey (2694) - Roiz,Michael (2644) [C95]

EU-chT (Men) 16th Heraklio (3.2), 30.10.2007

 [Roiz,M]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 d6

8.c3 0–0 9.h3 N b8  [I had decided to surprise my young but experienced

opponent. I hadn't touched the Breyer variation for several years.]

10.d4 NB d7 11.NB d2 [11.c4!? In my opinion this agressive move promises

no less than the main line.]

11...B b7 12.B c2 R e8 13.N f1 B f8 14.N g3 g6 15.b3 [Nowadays this move

is much more popular then the ' classical'  15.a4. White intends to seize a lot

of space by d4–d5 and c3–c4, making the ?b7 useless.]

15...B g7 [Al owing the aforementioned advance.]

[The alternatives are: 15...c6 which leads to a very solid but rather passive

positions; 15...d5; and 15...exd4 16.cxd4 c5 17.d5]

16.d5 Q e7  [Sooner or later Black has to push his c-pawn, so he takes

control of ?d6.]

[The possible alternatives are: 16...Q b8; and 16...R c8]

17.c4 [Worth serious attention is: 17.B e3!? intending to meet  17...c6 with

18.c4 The strategic risk for Black in this position was proved in 1–0 Leko,P-

Short,N/Wijk aan Zee 2005/CBM 105/[Wedberg] (36)]

17...c5!?N [This move was prepared at home together with my good friend

Boris AvruK h. Black chooses a rare plan for this type of position - he intents

to close the queenside by b5–b4 and a6–a5. In this case it would be not

easy for White to develop any activity on the kingside.]

[17...c6 leads to the same type of position.]

18.a3!? [Sergey found an interesting attempt to refute Black's idea.]

[After 18.B e3 b4 19.Q d2 a5 I would be satisfied with my position, since I

don't believe White can develop a real attack on the kingside.]

18...b4 [This move is more or less forced.]

[Otherwise after 18...R e b8 19.B d2² White could slowly put strong pressure

on the ?b5.]

19.N   h4! [A   brave   decision   which   seems   to   be   critical   for   the   whole

variation.]

19...Q d8 [19...a5? 20.Nhf5 gxf5 21.N xf5 Q f8 22.R e3‚]

20.Nhf5! [During   the   game   I  had   the   feeling   that   this   sacrifice   is   100%

correct. As the analysis shows, my intuition was right.]

20...gxf5 21.N xf5 N f8 [21...B f8 is too passive and White can can prove it

by energetic play: 22.g4! N b6 23.g5 N fd7 24.Q g4?]

22.a x b4 cxb4 [Maybe Black should go for the following line: 22...B c8 23.N

xg7 Kxg7 24.b x c5 dxc5 25.B e3 Q d6 26.R a5 N8d7 27.Q d2° but it looks

like with 2 pawns for a piece White is even slighty better.]

23.Q d2! [Here the thematic advance of the g-pawn didn't promise White

anything: 23.g4? K h8 24.g5 N g8µ]

23...a5 [Black shouldn't give up the b-pawn: 23...B c8? 24.N xg7 Kxg7 25.Q

x b4 a5 26.Q c3 N g6 27.B d2±]

24.N xg7?? [It looks weird, but this move is practically the only and decisive

mistake! Sergey simply overlooked Black's 26th move.]

[At the same time after the correct 24.Q g5! N g6 25.N xg7 Kxg7 26.Q h6+

K h8 27.B g5 R a6 28.R a4  (28.B d3 R a8 29.R a4 N g8 30.b x d8 N x h6

 31.b x a5 f6)  28...N g8 29.b x d8 N x h6 30.b x a5 f6 31.R e a1 N f7 32.b x

b4 R x a4 33.R x a4² White's prospects in the endgame would even be

preferable.]

24...Kxg7 25.Q h6+ K h8 26.B g5 N8d7! [Now Black's pieces get harmony

again and al  I need here is some accuracy.]

27.f4 R g8 [Another way to neutralise White's activity was 27...Q b6+ 28.K

h2 N g8 29.Q h5 f6–+]

28.fxe5 R g6 29.Q h4 N xe5 [29...dxe5 30.R f1 Q b6+ 31.K h2 K g7 was not

bad either, but I just wanted to keep my knight on e5.]

30.R f1 Q b6+ 31.K h1 [31.R f2 N f3+ 32.gxf3 R x g5+ 33.Q x g5 R g8–+]

31...N   fd7–+  [The   rest   is   quite   easy   -   White   simply   has   no   attacking

chances.]

32.R f5 R a g8 33.R e1 a4 [Black creates a strong passed ?b4.]

34.b x a4 b3 35.B b1 f6 36.B e3 Q b4 37.R h5 R8g7 38.B h6 R f7 [Even

simpler was 38...R x g2 39.b x g7+ R x g7]

39.Q f2 B a6 [Bringing the last piece into play.]

40.R g1 b x c4 41.Q f5 Q x a4 42.Q e6 Q a6 43.B f4 N c5 44.Q f5 K g8

45.B e3 B d3

0–1

 (67) Leko,Peter (2694) - Anand,Viswanathan (2781) [C82]

Linares 16th Linares (9), 03.03.1999

 [MiK halevski,V]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 N c5 10.c3 B g4 [10...d4 11.N g5 B d5 12.N xf7! Kxf7

13.Q f3+ K e6 14.Q g4+!N K e7 15.e6 b x e6 16.R e1 Q d7 17.b x e6 N xe6

18.N f3 R e8 19.N g5 Ncd8 20.B d2 h6 21.N f3 Q d5 22.R e5 Q d6 23.cxd4

h5 24.Q e4 K f7 25.d5 K g8 26.Q g6 R e7 27.R a e1 N d4 28.Q x d6 N xf3+

29.gxf3 cxd6 30.R x e7 b x e7 31.R x e7+– ½–½ Svidler,P-Anand,V/Dos

Hermanas ESP 1999 (69)]

11.B c2 Q d7 [Last autumn in Tilburg Vishy had tried immediate 11...d4 and

equalized.Perhars he wasn't satisfied with the results of the opening or just

decided to check another continuation this time.In my comments on that

game which you can find in EXT99 I didn't find what was wrong there.Maybe

someone wil  give it another try and we'l  know more about 11...d4. 12.N b3

d3 13.B b1 Q d5 14.N xc5 b x c5 15.Q x d3 Q x d3 16.b x d3 0–0–0 17.B e4

b x f3 18.gxf3 N xe5 19.a4 b4 20.B g5 f6 21.cxb4 b x b4 22.B e3 N c4 23.B

f4 B d2 24.b3 N d6 25.b x d6 ½–½ Leko,P-Anand,V/Tilburg 1998/EXT 99

(25)]

12.R   e1   d4!?N  [A   novelty   on   the   early   stage   of   the   game.Strange

enough,but nobody tried this move before... The programme break d5–d4

has been checking out by Anand in the every possible moment.Starting with

10...d4 against Kasparov in New York in 1993,then came above mentioned

11...d4 against leko in Tilburg 1998 and finally on the 12–th move in the

current game.After this game the circle has been closing and Anand returns

to   10...d4   in   Dos   Hermanas   1999.See   above   his   game   against

Svidler...Maybe 11...d4 next time?]

[In al  previous games 12...R d8 was played in this position automatically.]

13.N b3 [I case of 13.N e4 N e6!? (13...dxc3!? 14.N xc3  (14.Q x d7+ N xd7

 15.N xc3 b x f3 16.gxf3 N d4 17.B e4 0–0–0)  14...R d8!) ]

13...dxc3 [13...d3? doesn't work in view of 14.N xc5 dxc2  (14...b x c5 15.Q x

 d3)  15.Q x d7+ b x d7 16.N xd7 Kxd7 17.B f4! and White wins a pawn.]

14.Q x d7+! [This is better than immediate 14.bc since Black is forced to

retreat with the bishop.]

14...b x d7 [14...N xd7? 15.B e4!; 14...Kxd7 doesn't look to good either.]

15.b x c3 N d8 [Knight on c6 doesn't work and Vishy brings it into play.The

only drawback of this plan is the fact it's a little bit slow.Leko tries to make

use of it by  fast reaction:]

[After 15...N a4 16.NB d4! should be taken in consideration as 16...N xc3 is

very dangerous in view of  (¹16...N xd4 17.cxd4²)  17.e6! fxe6 18.N xc6 b x c6

19.R x e6+ K d7 20.B f5 and Black is in a big danger.]

16.N g5 h6 [After careless 16...Nde6? White simply takes a pawn and says

thanks as Black has no compensation for it. 17.N xh7! B e7  (17...N xb3 18.a

 x b3 B e7 19.R d1!  and knight on h7 fil s not too badly.  )   18.N xc5 b x c5

 (18...N xc5 19.N f6+!)  19.N g5]

17.N e4  [For the lovers of special effects 17.N h7 can be proposed.The

problem is that it has no way back. 17...N xb3  (17...B e7? 18.N f6+!)  18.a x

b3 B c5 19.b4 B b6 20.B e3÷]

17...N x e4 18.B x e4 B c6 [The best way to make use of the development

advantage is opening the position.]

19.a4! [The best way to make use of the development advantage is opening

the position.]

[Ceratainly it doesn't match to Anand.So ]

19...b4 20.B d2 b x c3 [20...B x e4 21. b x c3 22.b x c3 leads to the same.]

21.b x c3 B x e4 22. R b8 23.N d2 [Now Black's plan is to keep the position

by ?e6,h5 and g6,but  he has no time for it.]

23...N e6 24.f4! g6 [After 24...B c5+ 25.K f1 the c5 square is occupied and

knight has to look for another parking place.]

25.g4 h5 26.f5 N c5 27.R c4 gxf5 [27...hxg4!? 28.fxg6 

a) 28.e6 R h3 29.exf7+  (29.R e1 B d6!; 29.e7 b x e7 30.R e1 N d3 31.R e2

 K d7)  29...Kxf7 30.fxg6+ Kxg6 31.R x g4+=; 

b) 28.B d4 R d8; 

28...fxg6 29.R x g4 R h6  (29...R h3!? 30.B a5 R b2!)  30.R f1²]

28.gxf5 R g8+ 29.K f1 [On the one hand White reached his goal.He didn't

allow to Black's knight to fortify it's position on e6,but on the other hand

pawns on f5 and e5 are vulnerable.]

29...R d8 30.R b1 R g5 31.f6  [White gives the e6–square up in Black's

hands,but take more space on the king side.The position is stil  can't be

evaluated synonymously.]

[After 31.R f4 B h6! is unpleasant]

31...N   e6   32.N   e4   R   g4   33.h3   R   f4+   34.K   e2   h4   35.R   g1   c5  [Very

complicated   position   has   been   arised.Both   sides   have   their   pluses   and

minuses.I would evaluate it as the position of dinamics  equality. ]

36.R f1 [36.K e3 B h6 37.R g8+ K d7 38.R x d8+  (38.N xc5+? N xc5 39.R x

 d8+ Kxd8 40.R x f4 N e6–+)  38...Kxd8; 36.B d2! R f5  (36...R d4 37.R x d4 N

 xd4+ 38.K d3 R f3+ 39.K c4; 36...N d4+? 37.R x d4 R x d4 38.b x f4 + 39.K

 f3 R x a4 40.R g8+–)  37.B e3! R x e5 38.R g4=]

36...R x f1 [Black doesn't take chances.]

[At Anand's disposal was a nice tactical blow which leads into position with

two   pieces   v   rook   where   White   has   some   compensation   thanks   to   the

strong pawns on f6 and e5. 36...R d4! 37.b x d4  (37.R x d4? cxd4! 38.R x f4

 N xf4+ 39.K f3 dxc3 40.Kxf4 c2–+)  37...+ 38.K d3 R x d4+ 39.R x d4 cxd4

40.K c4°  (40.R b1!?°) ]

37.Kxf1 R d3 38.N f2 R e3 39.B b2 R b3 40.B c3 K d7 41.N d1 N d4! 

[Black sacrifices a pawn for a while coming with the king to e6 destroying e5

and f6 pawns.After a serial of exchanges the game comes to its logical

completion. ]

42.b x d4 cxd4 43.R x d4+ K e6 44.R x h4 Kxe5=

½–½

 (68) Naiditsch,Arkadij (2693) - MiK halevski,Victor (2608) [C83]

EU-ch 10th Budva (9), 15.03.2009

 [Stohl,I]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 [The Open Ruy

Lopez is not as popular, as when it was featured in WCh matches (1978 and

1981 by Kortschnoj, 1995 by Anand), moreover Anand stopped playing it in

2004.   However,  it   stil   has   it's   fol owing   -   V.MiK   halevski   is   one   of   the

staunchest   supporters,   Carlsen   and   Ivanchuk   and   of   course   Viktor

Kortschnoj employ it occasionally.]

6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5 8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 [Ever since the Karpov-Kortschnoj

matches this has become White's main move. One of it's main pluses is he

doesn't have to bother with the line]

[9.c3 B c5!? 10.NB d2 0–0 11.B c2 N xf2 12.R x f2 f6÷]

9...B e7 [Nowadays this restrained move is played just as often, as the most

principled]

[9...N c5 10.c3 ?Consistent is 10...d4 and now: (10...B e7 11.B c2 is a slight

concession, although here it's stil  not so simple to prove White's advantage:

11...d4  (11...B g4 12.R e1 0–0 13.N b3 N e4 14.B f4 R e8 15.h3 B h5 16.a4

 b x a4  17.R x a4  B  f8 18.NB  d4 N  xe5  19.b x e5 R  x  e5 20.g4  Q  f6

Kasparov,G  (2838)-Krasenkow,M (2651)/Bled  olm/2002/   21.gxh5  c5 22.N

 b3 R g5+ 23.K f1 R f5 24.Rexe4 dxe4 25.B x e4 R d8 26.Q e2 R x h5 27.R x

 a6 Q f4 28.K g2²  Kasparov )  12.N b3  (12.cxd4 N xd4 13.N xd4 Q x d4 14.N

 f3 Q x d1 15.R x d1 0–0=)  12...d3 White can strive for more clarity with 13.N

xc5 (13.B b1 N xb3 14.a x b3 B f5 15.B e3 0–0 16.R e1 Q d5 17.b4 R f d8

 (17...a5?! 18.b x a5 R x a5 19.R x a5 N xa5 20.N d4 B g6 21.b x d3 R d8

 22.b x g6 hxg6 23.Q e2 b4 24.e6 fxe6 25.B f4 B f6 26.b x c7+–  Cheparinov,I

(2687)-Jussupow,A (2587)/Amsterdam/2008/ )  18.B a2  (18.B d4 b x b4 19.b

 x d3 b x d3 20.Q x d3 N xd4 21.N xd4 c5 22.R e4 R a c8=)  18...Q d7 19.B

g5 h6 20.b x e7 Q x e7 21.N d2 B e6 22.f4 b x a2 23.R x a2 Q e6 24.R a1 Q

d5   (24...a5!?)   25.Q   b3=   Smirnov,P   (2579)-Iordachescu,V   (2572)/K   hanty

Mansiysk/2008/) 13...dxc2 14.Q x d8+ R x d8 15.N xe6 fxe6 16.B e3 This

leads to a more pleasant ? without much risk after 16...R d5 17.Rfc1  (17.c4

 b x c4 18.R a c1 N b4 19.a3 N d3 20.R x c2 K d7 21.B d4 R b8² /?  )  17...N

xe5 18.N xe5 R x e5 19.B d4 R g5  (19...R e2 20.K f1 R d2 21.B e3²)  20.R x

c2 K f7 21.B e3 R g4 22.b3 R d8 23.g3 e5 24.K g2 R g6 25.c4 R c6 26.R a

c1 b4 27.c5 R f6 28.R c4 a5 29.R e4 R d5 30.a3 b x a3 31.R a4 R d3 32.R x

a3   a4   33.R   x   a4   R   x   b3   34.h4²   /=,Adams,M   (2724)-Smeets,J

(2538)/London/2007/) 11.b x e6  ( Zaitsev's idea  11.N g5  has been analysed

too deeply by now. The verdict seems to be a draw, one plausible line is

 11...Q x g5 12.Q f3 0–0–0 13.b x e6+ fxe6 14.Q x c6 Q x e5 15.b4 Q d5

 16.Q x d5 exd5 17.b x c5 dxc3 18.N b3 d4 19.B a3 g6 20.B b4 B g7 21.a4

 d3 22.a x b5 d2 23.c6 K b8 24.R x a6! d1Q 25.B c5 Q x b3 26.B a7+ K c8

 27.B d4 Q x b5 28.R a8+ Q b8 29.R x b8+ Kxb8 30.R b1+ K c8 31.R a1 K

 b8 32.R  b1+=)   11...N  xe6 12.cxd4 Ncxd4  Now the  2  moves,  introduced

already by Karpov in 1981, remain topical, in both cases Black must defend

with care: 13.a4 (13.N e4 B e7 14.B e3 N f5 15.Q c2 0–0 16.Neg5  (16.R f

 d1 N xe3 17.fxe3 Q c8 18.R a c1 c5 19.N d6 Q c6 20.R d2 R a7 21.Rcd1 c4

 22.h4 R c7 23.R d5 g6 24.h5 N c5 25.R1d4 N e6 26.R d1 N c5 27.e6

Naiditsch,A (2638)-MiK halevski,V (2632)/Heviz/2008/   27...fxe6!? 28.N e5

 exd5 29.N xc6 R x c6µ)  16...b x g5 17.N xg5 N xg5 (17...g6 18.N xe6  (18.N

 e4!?)  18...fxe6 19.Rfe1²) 18.Q x f5 N e6 19.f4!?N  (19.R a d1 Q e7 20.Q e4

 R a d8 21.f4 R x d1 22.R x d1 Q h4 23.Q f3 R d8 24.g3 Q e7 25.a3 g6 26.b4

 R   x   d1+   27.Q   x   d1   c5=   Pheby,I   (2559)-De   Waard,J   (2361)/corr/2005/ )

19...g6 20.Q e4 f5 21.exf6 Q x f6 22.Q c6 R a e8 23.R f2 N g7 24.Q x f6 R x

f6   25.B   d4   R   c6   26.B   e5   R   d8   27.R   e1²   Azarov,S   (2600)-Simacek,P

(2493)/EU-ch Budva/2009/ Although White's ? edge is small, his position is

definitely easier to pay.) 13...R b8!? (13...B b4 14.a x b5 N xb5 15.Q a4 B e7

16.N e4 0–0 17.R d1 Q c8 18.B e3 R e8?!  (18...R d8²)  19.h4 h6 20.R a c1 Q

b7 21.N g3 R e d8 22.Q g4 K h8 23.Q h5 K g8 24.R x d8+ R x d8 25.b x h6

gxh6 26.N f5 B f8 27.R c4 R d7 28.N x h6+ b x h6 29.Q x h6 NB d4 30.N

xd4 N xd4 31.e6 R d5 32.exf7+ Kxf7 33.R x c7+ 1–0, Almasi,Z (2667)-MiK

halevski,V (2632)/Heviz/2008/ These 2 games from Heviz compeled MiK

halevski to refrain from 10...d4 and even 9...N c5 in his susequent games, 

but perhaps it's only a temporary shift.) 14.a x b5 a x b5 15.N e4 B e7 16.B

e3 N f5 17.B a7  ( White can also return to the idea from the 13.?e4 line  17.Q

 c2!? N xe3 18.fxe3 Q d5 19.R a c1 Q c4 20.Q x c4 b x c4 21.R x c4 R x b2

 22.N d4 R b6 23.N c3 B g5 24.N d5² /=, Morgado,J (2693)-Burkett,M/IECG

corr/1998/ )  17...Q x d1 18.Rfxd1 R d8 19.g4 N h4 20.N xh4 b x h4 21.R x

d8+ b x d8 22.B e3 h5 23.h3 hxg4 24.hxg4 K d7 25.K g2 g5!  (25...B e7 26.f4

 g6 27.f5 gxf5 28.gxf5 N d8 29.R d1+ K e8 30.N c3 N c6 31.f6 B d8 32.B f4

 R h5 33.N e4?  Berg,E (2606)-Simacek,P (2493)/EU-ch Budva/2009/ )  26.R

a5  (26.R a8!?)  26...b4 27.N c5+ N xc5 28.b x c5 B e7 29.b x e7 Kxe7 30.R

b5   R   d8   31.R   x   b4   R   d5=   Kreisl,R   (2394)-Simacek,P   (2493)/EU-ch

Budva/2009/; 9...B c5 is also plausible, but not everyone is wil ing to enter

the line 10.N x e4 dxe4 11.b x e6 Q x d1 12.R x d1 fxe6 13.N g5 0–0 14.N x

e4 B b6 15.K f1 N xe5 16.K e2= /? This position is similar to Adams-Smeets

above. White's edge is slight, but he risks nothing at al  by playing on.]

10.c3 [For those, who are interested in this line, one word of caution - this

position arises also via the move-order 9.c3 ?e7 10.?B d2. However, much

more unusual and surprising is the transposition from the Marshal  gambit

(!), when White declines it with 9.d4!? ?xe4 10.dxe5 ?e6 11.?B d2 - here we

have gone from the Closed to the Open Ruy Lopez.]

[10.N x e4 dxe4 11.b x e6 fxe6 12.N g5 Q x d1  (12...b x g5!? 13.Q h5+ g6

 14.Q x g5 0–0=)  13.R x d1 b x g5 14.b x g5 h6= is considered too drawish.]

10...0–0 11.B c2 [This is the most natural move, but White has 2 other ways

to fight for an advantage:]

[More promising seems to be 11.R e1 N c5  ( Perhaps Black should have a

closer look at  11...N xd2 12.Q x d2 Q d7)  12.N d4!? (12.B c2 d4 13.N b3?! 

 (13.cxd4 N xd4 14.N xd4 Q x d4 15.N f3 Q x d1 16.R x d1=)  13...dxc3 14.b x

c3 Q x d1 15.R x d1 N a4! 16.B d2 R f d8 17.NB d4 N xd4 18.N xd4 N b2

19.R e1 c5 20.N xe6 R x d2 21.B e4 R a7 22.N f4 c4 23.K f1 B c5 24.R e2 R

a d7µ ×c3, Pavlovic,M (2548)-Ernst,S (2474)/Wijk aan Zee-C/2004/) 12...N

xd4 (12...Q d7 13.B c2 B g4 14.f3 B h5 15.B f5 N e6  (15...Q e8 16.N2b3 B

 g6 17.b x g6 hxg6  Pruijssers,R (2444)-Leon Hoyos,M (2542)/Wijk aan Zee-

C/2009/   18.e6!??)   16.N2b3 Ncxd4 17.cxd4 a5 18.B e3 a4 19.N c1 B g6

20.B h3 a3 21.b3 B b4 22.B d2 Q e7?!  (¹22...B e7!÷)  23.b x e6 fxe6 24.N e2

c5 25.b x b4 cxb4 26.Q d2 R a c8 27.R a c1² Kamsky,G (2726)-Kortschnoj,V

(2598)/RUS-chT Dagomys/2008/) 13.cxd4 N d3 14.R e3 N xc1   (14...N f4

 15.B c2 c5 16.R g3!? B h4 17.N f3 b x g3 18.hxg3 N g6 19.dxc5 B g4 20.Q

 d4 Q d7 21.b x g6 hxg6 22.c6 Q f5 23.N g5 Rfe8 24.B f4°  ?, Almasi,Z

(2668)-Erdos,V (2576)/CRO-chT Sibenik/2008/ )  15.R x c1 c5 16.dxc5 R c8

17.R e c3!?  (17.R d3 b x c5 18.N e4 dxe4!? 19.R x d8 Rfxd8 20.Q e1 b x b3

 21.a x b3 B d4 22.R x c8 R x c8 23.g3 b x e5 24.Q x e4 b x b2 25.Q b7 R

 c1+   26.K   g2   g6   27.Q   x   a6   b4   1/2,   Kaiumov,D   (2385)-Buturin,V

(2375)/Primorsko/1989/ Although White could have tried harder in the final

position, objectively it's drawish.  )  17...b4 18.R3c2 B f5 19.c6 b x c2 20.R x

c2 Q a5 21.N f3 R f d8 22.N d4 g6 23.e6!° ?, Shirov,A (2739)-Carlsen,M

(2714)/Moscow/2007/; 11.Q e2 N c5  (11...N xd2 12.b x d2 N a5 13.B c2 N

 c4 14.N d4 N xd2 15.Q x d2 Q d7 16.f4 c5 17.N xe6 fxe6 18.R a d1 R a d8

 19.Q d3 g6 20.Q g3 R f7 21.h4 R g7 22.Q h3 c4 23.K h1 a5 24.h5 B c5

 25.R f3²   Polgar,J (2708)-Karpov,A (2670)/Vitoria Gasteiz/2007/ )   12.N d4 N

xb3 13.N2xb3 Q d7 14.N xc6 Q x c6 15.B e3 B f5!  (‹15...Q c4?! 16.Q d2 Q

 g4 17.B c5 R a e8 18.Rfe1 Q g6 19.f3 c6 20.R e2 B c8 21.R a e1 h6 22.Q

 d4²   Anand,V (2792)-Leko,P (2740)/Monte Carlo rpd blindfold/2006/ )   16.R f

d1 Q g6  (16...R f d8 17.f3 B f8 18.Q f2 a5 19.R d2 b4 20.R c1 Q a4 21.N d4

 B g6 22.b3 Q e8„  Botvinnik,M-Euwe,M/Leningrad/1934/ )  17.N d4 B d7 18.b4

Q e4 19.B d2 Q x e2 20.N xe2 Rfe8 21.B f4 c6 22.N d4 a5 23.a3 a x b4 24.a

x b4 R a4= Mecking,H-Korchnoi,V/Augusta m/1974/ Sometimes it's more

worth fol owing the older examples, than the new ones!]

11...f5 12.N b3  [12.exf6 N x f6 13.N b3 B  g4 14.Q d3 Q d7 (14...N e4

Although Kortschnoj criticizes his last move due to 15.NB d2 , after 15...N f6

16.N g5  (16.a4!?)  16...g6 17.Ndf3 Q d6 18.h3  (¹18.R e1 Rfe8² /?  )  18...B f5

19.Q   e2   b   x   c2   20.Q   x   c2   R   a   e8=   Shirov,A   (2723)-Kortschnoj,V

(2642)/Reykjavik/2003/   he   achieved   a   reasonable   position.)   15.a4   b4„

 (15...B d6!?  Postny ) ]

12...Q d7 13.N fd4 [13.NB d4 N xd4 usually only transposes after 14.N xd4

 (14.cxd4?!   R   a  c8   15.N   e1   c5   16.f3   cxd4   17.fxe4   dxe4  18.B   b3  B   c5µ

Dudukovic,N (2180)-Pavlovic,M (2537)/Subotica/2008/ ) ]

13...N xd4 14.N xd4 [14.cxd4 a5 15.f3 a4 16.fxe4 a x b3 17.b x b3 fxe4 18.B

e3   R   x   f1+   19.Q   x   f1   c6=   was   played   already   in   Bogoljubow,E-

Rubinstein,A/Gothenburg/1920/]

14...c5 15.N xe6 Q x e6 16.f3 N g5 17.a4 R a d8!? [MiK halevski annotated

some games with this line for the CBM, now he tries it himself for the first

time. The text-move is Black's main try and although the idea is not new, it's

responsible for the current popularity of the variation. It gives Black more

concrete ?? than the alternative]

[17...g6 18.K h1 Q c6!? (18...c4 19.b4  (19.b3!? Q c6 20.b x g5 b x g5 21.f4

 B e7 22.Q f3²  Karjakin )  19...a5 20.b x a5 R x a5 21.b x g5 b x g5 22.f4 B e7

23.a x b5 R x b5 24.B a4 R b2?  (24...RB b8! 25.Q d4 RB c8 26.R f d1 R f d8

??c5= Karjakin )  25.Q d4 R c8 26.R f d1 R c5 27.R a b1 R x b1 28.R x b1 R

a5   29.B   d1   Q   a6   30.h3   K   g7   31.B   f3±   Karjakin,S   (2660)-Sokolov,I

(2689)/Wijk aan Zee/2006/) 19.b x g5 b x g5 20.f4 B e7 21.Q f3 c4 22.R f d1

R f d8 23.b4 a5 24.a x b5 Q x b5 25.B a4 Q b6 26.b5 Q e6 27.R d2 R a7

28.R a d1 R a d7 29.g3 K g7 30.b6 R b7 31.R x d5 R x d5 32.Q x d5 Q x

d5+ 33.R x d5 R x b6 34.R x a5 R b1+ 35.K g2 R c1 36.R a7 K f8 37.R a8+

K g7 38.R a7 1/2, K hairullin,I (2533)-Fressinet,L (2625)/Moscow/2006/]

18.a x b5 a x b5 19.R a7!? [A natural sortie, in a strategically complex

position White wants to retain as many options as possible. Other moves

pose Black less problems:]

[19.b x g5 is a typical motif, which can appear even later on. White wants to

prove his ? is the better one of the ? either by targetting d5, or opening the ? 

b1–h7 against Black's ?.   19...b x g5 20.f4 B e7 21.K h1 K h8   (21...Q b6

 22.b3 d4 23.c4 b x c4 24.b x c4 Q b7 25.B d3 R a8 26.R b1 Q c6 27.B e2 R

 a b8 28.B f3 R x b1 29.Q x b1 Q c7 30.B d5+²  Karjakin,S (2672)-Fressinet,L

(2640)/Cap d'Agde rpd/2006/ was again a pleasant ? for White, although

later Black maanged to hold the game.  ;  The same goes for  21...c4 22.Q d4

 Q c6 23.b4! cxb3 24.b x b3 K h8 25.R a5 R c8 26.b x d5 Q x c3 27.Q x c3 R

 x c3 28.R x b5²   Volokitin,A (2660)-Harikrishna,P (2680)/Foros/2006/ )   22.Q

d3  (22.R a7 d4 23.Q f3 dxc3 24.b x c3 R d2 25.B b1 R d7 26.R x d7 Q x d7

 27.R   d1   Q   c7   28.c4   b   x   c4   29.Q   c3   R   d8„   Lastin,A   (2583)-Motylev,A

(2648)/Krasnoyarsk/2007/ )   22...Q b6 (22...Q c6 23.R f d1 c4 24.Q f3 g6

25.b4  (25.h3!?²)  25...R d7  (25...Q b6! 26.R x d5 R x d5 27.Q x d5 Q e3 28.Q

 x b5 Q x c3 29.Q a4 b x b4„)   26.Q e3 R a8 27.Q d4!± Carlsen,M (2646)-

Krasenkow,M (2650)/Tromso/2006/) 23.g4 d4!? 

a) 23...g6 24.gxf5 R x f5 25.Q e2 R f7²; 

b) 23...c4 24.Q h3 Q c6 25.Q g2 fxg4 26.f5 B c5?!  (26...g3!÷  Ftacnik, 

 27.f6?! gxf6 28.b x h7 fxe5!)  27.Q x g4 Rde8 28.f6 gxf6 29.b x h7! R x e5

Karjakin,S (2678)-Carlsen,M (2690)/Wijk aan Zee/2007/ 30.B g6! Q b7 31.B

f5! R f7 32.R f3+–; 

24.gxf5 c4 25.Q e4 d3 26.B d1 Q h6 27.R a7 B c5 28.R c7 R c8 29.R x c8 R

x c8 30.B f3 R d8 31.K g2 Q h4 32.R a1 d2 33.Q c6 Q f2+ 34.K h3 B f8

35.f6 R d3 36.fxg7+ Kxg7 37.Q f6+ K g8 38.Q e6+ 1/2, Fedorov,A (2617)-

Delchev,A (2628)/ROM-chT Predeal/2006/; Too slow is 19.K h1 f4! 20.B d2

c4 These two important advances cramp White's position. 21.R a5  ( Due to

the ? on h1 White can't even play  21.h4? Q h6‚)  21...Q c6 22.Q a1?! B c5

23.R a6 Q b7 24.Q a5 Rde8 25.R e1 B f2 26.R f1 B e3µ Karjakin,S (2660)-

Val ejo Pons,F (2650)/Cuernavaca/2006/; 19.Q e2 c4 20.B e3 Q c6 21.R f

d1 N e6 22.R d2 g6 23.f4 R d7 24.Q f2 R f d8 25.K f1 B c5 26.b x c5 N xc5

27.R a d1 h5 28.h3 N e4 29.B x e4 dxe4= Almasi,Z (2657)-Val ejo Pons,F

(2666)/Turin olm/2006/]

19...R d7 [Now Black's ? play wil  be less effective, but after 19...c4 Bologan

came up with the strong 20.B e3! Q x e5  (20...b4 21.Q d2 f4 22.B f2 b3 23.B

 b1   Q   f7   24.Q   d4   N   e6   25.Q   b6±   Bologan,V   (2659)-Timman,J

(2565)/Barcelona/2006/ )   21.R e1   (21.Q d2 d4!? 22.cxd4 f4²  /?  )   21...Q d6

22.R b7 N e6 23.K h1  (23.R x b5²  Bologan )  23...g6 24.B d4 N xd4 25.Rexe7

N e6 26.g4  (¹26.R x h7)  26...Rfe8 27.R x h7 Q e5 28.gxf5 N f4 29.Q g1 Q

e3„ Kastner,W (2255)-Kreisl,R (2286)/corr/2007/]

20.R x d7 Q x d7 21.B e3 [21.K h1 f4 22.b4 A very committal move.  (¹22.Q

 d2!?²  I.Sokolov )  22...c4 ×c3 23.Q d2 N e6 24.R d1 N c7 25.Q f2 Q e6 26.Q

d4 Q c6 27.K g1 g6÷ /?, Polgar,J (2710)-Sokolov,I (2670)/Hoogeveen/2006/; 

21.Q e2 g6  (21...N e6!? 22.B e3 f4÷  is a somewhat better version of Polgar-

Carlsen below, as White's ? on d2 seems more effective.  )   22.B e3 N e6

23.R d1 Q c6 24.f4 R c8?!  (24...c4 ??c5,b4?  )  25.g4 d4 26.B c1 K h8 27.h3

R   f8   28.gxf5   gxf5   29.K   h2   dxc3   30.b   x   c3²   Naiditsch,A   (2678)-Seel,C

(2494)/BL 0809/2009/;   21.b4   Senl e   Caride,M  (2289)-Meurs,T (2084)/EU-

chJ Herceg Novi/2008/ 21...cxb4 22.b x g5  (22.cxb4 N e6„)  22...b x g5 23.f4

B e7 24.cxb4 b x b4 25.Q d4 B e7 26.B b3 R c8= 27.b x d5+ K f8=]

21...Q c6N [This move is new, but it doesn't fully solve Black's problems.]

[21...f4 22.B f2 g6 23.Q d2 N e6 24.R d1 R d8 25.B e4  (25.h4!? d4 26.h5²)

25...Q c7 26.b x d5 Q x e5 27.b3 K g7 28.c4 b x c4 29.b x c4 N c7 30.Q a2

N xd5 31.cxd5 K f8 32.h3 Q d6 33.Q c4 K f7 34.K h1 K f8= Polgar,J (2707)-

Carlsen,M (2710)/Biel/ 2007/; 21...N e6 22.f4!?² 

g4,?f3]

22.b x g5! [A well-timed moment for this strategic decision.]

22...b x g5 23.f4 B e7 24.g4! fxg4 25.Q x g4? c4 26.f5 K h8 27.K h1 d4+

[27...B c5 28.f6!? 

 (28.R d1 b4 29.Q f3 R d8 30.f6‚)  28...gxf6 29.b x h7 See Karjakin-Carlsen

above for this typical tactical blow! 29...f5  (29...Kxh7 30.R f3 B e3 31.R x e3

 d4+ 32.R f3+– ??h3–g2 )  30.Q h5 K g7 31.b x f5 Q h6 32.Q d1±]

28.B e4 Q d7 29.cxd4 Q x d4 30.f6! [Again this tactical thrust, albeit with a

different idea.]

30...g6™ [30...gxf6? 31.R g1+–]

31.Q f4!? [White wants more than the simple 31.R d1 Q x e5 32.fxe7 Q x e7

33.B c6±]

31...B d8 32.B g2?! [In the event he wil  have to settle for less.]

[¹32.B c6! Q x b2  ( Hopeless is   32...Q x f4 33.R x f4 B c7 34.R e4 b x e5

 35.R x e5 b4 36.R e6 c3 37.b x c3 b x c3 38.B e4+–)  33.Q e3!?  (33.Q h6 R

 f7 34.Q e3 Q b3 35.Q x b3 cxb3 36.B d5 R f8 37.b x b3 B c7! 38.e6 B d8

and Black manages to blockade the terrible ?.  )   33...B e7 34.R f2 Q a1+

 (34...B c5 35.R x b2 b x e3 36.e6 R x f6 37.e7 R e6 38.e8Q+ R x e8 39.b x

 e8 c3 40.R c2+–  and White should gradual y win.  )  35.K g2 B b4 36.Q h6 R

f7 37.Q f4+– and White's ? are ready to move on and decide the issue.]

32...Q x f4 [32...Q x b2? 33.Q e3!+– and White's ? penetrates decisively via

c5, or a7.]

33.R x f4 B c7 34.R e4 B d8 35.K g1!? [35.R d4 b x f6 36.exf6 R x f6 37.R

d8+ K g7 38.R b8 leads to the note to move 37, but White is a tempo down. 

Therefore Naiditsch centralizes his ?.]

35...b x f6 [Black get rid of the ? as soon as possible:]

[35...K g8? 36.B h3 b x f6  (36...K f7 37.B d7±)  37.exf6 R x f6 38.B d7 R b6

39.R e5+–]

36.exf6 R x f6 37.R e5!? [A tough decision.]

[After 37.R e8+ K g7 38.R e7+ K h6  (38...R f7? 39.R x f7+ Kxf7 40.B c6+–)

39.R b7 R f5 40.B c6 c3 41.b x c3 R c5= /? Black swaps the ?? and as the ? 

doesn't control h8, White has only practical winning chances.]

37...b4 38.R e2² K g7 39.B d5 c3 40.b3 [White doesn't want to exchange, 

but   to   win   both   ??.   However,  this   is   far   from   easy   and   in   the   end   he

succeeds in winning the ? mostly with Black's help.]

40...R d6 [40...R f4!?²]

41.B e4 K f6 42.K f2 K g5 43.K g3 [43.K e3!?² 

43...K h4 44.R a2 K h3 45.R a7 h5 46.R b7]

43...R d4 44.B c2 R g4+?! [¹44...K f6! 45.K f3  (45.K f2 R f4+ 46.K e3 K e5)

45...R h4 

46.K e3 K e5]

45.K f3 R f4+ 46.K e3 R h4 47.R f2 K h6 48.B e4 K g5 49.R g2+ K f6 50.K

d4 K e6 51.R a2 K d6 52.R a6+ K d7 53.R a4 c2 54.R a1 R x h2 55.R c1 R

h3 56.B d3! [White has almost achieved his goal, but as he had to give

the ?h2 in the process, the win is stil  far from easy.]

[56.b x c2? R c3 57.K e4 K c7=  (57...K e6? 58.R e1!²) ]

56...K d6 57.K c4 [57.R x c2 R h4+ 58.B e4 R h3 59.R d2! ??c4?]

57...K c6 58.B e4+ K d6 59.b x c2 R h4+ 60.K b5 g5 61.B d3 h5 [Black wil

lose his ?b4 anyway, so perhaps 61...g4!? 62.Kxb4 g3+² deserved attention. 

However, inaccuracies in the guil otine phase are almost inevitable...]

62.R c6+ K e5 63.R c5+ K d4 [63...K f4!?² 

64.R c4+ K g3 65.B g6  (65.R x h4 Kxh4 66.Kxb4 g4 67.K c4 K h3 68.B e4

 g3=)  65...R x c4 66.b x c4 b3 67.c5 h4 68.c6 h3 69.c7 h2 70.B e4 b2 71.c8Q

b1Q+ 72.b x b1 h1Q=]

64.B g6 R h3 65.R c4+ K e5 66.Kxb4 h4 [66...g4? 67.b x h5 R x h5 68.R

c5++–]

67.R c5+ K f6 68.B e8?! [68.B f5 R g3  (68...R f3 69.B g4 R f4+ 70.R c4 R x

 g4 71.R x g4 K f5 72.R g1 g4 73.K c4 g3 74.b4 K g4 75.b5 h3 76.b6 h2

 77.R b1! g2 78.b7 h1Q 79.b8Q±)  69.B d7 -68.?e8; More promising seems

¹68.R c6+!? K e5 69.B e8 R d3  (69...g4 70.B d7 R g3 71.R c4 h3 72.R x g4

 h2 73.R h4+–; 69...R g3 70.B d7 h3 71.R h6 g4 72.R h4 K f4 73.b x g4 R x

 g4 74.R x h3 K e5+ 75.K c5 K e6 76.R d3+–  This is White's primary goal - to

achieve a won ?+?:? ?.  )  70.R h6± Now Black's ? are stopped for the time

being, a sample line is 70...R d8  (70...h3 71.B b5 R g3 72.B d7+–)  71.B c6

R d6? 72.R x d6 Kxd6 73.B b7! g4 74.K c4 K e5 75.K d3 K f4 76.K e2 K e5

 (76...h3 77.B c8+–)  77.K e3+–]

68...R g3 69.B d7 K e7? [Black should have used his probably last chance

to advance the ?h4 with 69...h3 70.R c3!? (70.R c6+ K e7  (70...K e5 71.R

 h6 g4 72.R h4+–)  71.B c8 h2 72.R h6 R g2 73.K c3  (73.B b7 R f2 74.R g6 R

 f4+ 75.K c3 g4=)  73...g4 74.b x g4 R x g4 75.R x h2 K d6=) 70...h2™ 71.B

c6 R g4+ 72.K a3!? 

a) 72.R c4 R g1= and White's ? can't get to the ? h.; 

b) 72.K c5 R g1 and it seems that Black's ? is just in time, for example 73.R

h3 R b1  (73...R c1+ 74.K d6 R c2  is similar.  )  74.b4 R b2 75.b5 g4 76.R c3

g3! 77.R x g3 R c2+ 78.K d4 R x c6=; 

72...R h4 73.R c1  (73.B h1 g4 74.b4 R h5 75.K a4 R e5„)  73...g4 74.b4 g3

 (74...R h6 75.b5 K e5 76.B h1 R d6 77.R b1!+–; 74...K e7 75.b5 R h6 76.B

 g2 R d6 77.R c7+ K d8 78.R g7 R d3+ 79.K b4 R d2 80.B b7! 

 80...R d1 81.R x g4 h1Q 82.b x h1 R x h1 83.R c4™+–)  75.b5 R h5 ??b5

76.K b4  (76.b6 R a5+ 77.K b4 R a2 78.b7 g2 79.b x g2 R x g2 80.K a5 R b2

 81.K a6 K g5 82.R h1 K g4 83.R x h2 R x h2 84.b8Q R a2+=)  76...R h4+

77.K c5 R h5+ 78.K b6 R g5 79.B g2 R e5=]

70.B c8 K d6  [Black's previous move not only didn't further his play, but

misplaced his ? as well.]

[Now it's too late for 70...h3 71.R c3 h2 72.B b7 R g4+ 73.R c4 R g1 74.R

c7++– ??h7]

71.R c4 K e5 [71...h3 72.R c3 h2 73.B b7 R g1 74.R c6++– is similar to the

above line.]

72.R c6 R d3 73.R c5+ K f6 74.K c4 R g3 75.R c6+ K g7 76.B f5 h3 [This

doesn't help anymore.]

[However, the same goes for 76...R f3!? 77.B e4!  (77.R g6+ K f7 78.R x g5

 R f4+ 79.K c3 K f6 80.R h5 R x f5 81.R x h4 K e7=)  77...R e3  (77...R f4 78.K

 d4+–)  78.B d3!? R g3 79.b4+– and the ? is too slow]

77.R  g6+ K  f7 78.R  h6  g4  79.R  h4+–  [We have  already  had  a  similar

position   in   the   note   to   move   68   -   White   final y   disarms   Black's   ?   and

transposes into a won ??.]

79...K f6 80.b x g4 K g5 [80...h2 81.B d7+–  (81.R x h2 R x g4+ 82.K b5 K

 e7 83.b4 K d7 84.R c2+–  is also a TB win.  ) ]

81.R x h3 R x g4+ 82.K c5 K f6 83.R e3  [White already had alternative

solutions: 83.b4 K e7 84.b5 K d7 85.K b6+–]

83...R g8 [83...R g5+ 84.K c4 R g4+ 85.K c3 R g8 86.b4+– and White wins

as in the game: ? goes to the d6, then ?b3.]

84.b4 R c8+ 85.K d6 R b8 86.R f3+ [This finesse is nice, but not necessary

anymore.]

[86.R b3+–]

86...K g5 87.R b3 K f5 88.b5 K e4 89.b6

1–0

 (69) Svidler,Peter (2693) - Kaidanov,Gregory S (2629) [C83]

Moscow Aeroflot op-A Moscow (9), 19.02.2003

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 N c5 10.c3 B e7 11.B c2 d4 [The main line is 11...B

g4]

12.N   b3  [12.cxd4   N   xd4   13.N   xd4  Q   x  d4     -     see   the   game   Leko,P-K

halifman,A/Budapest 2000/CBM 75 [MiK halevski,V]; 12.N e4 d3 13.N xc5

leads to the identical position as in the game.]

12...d3 13.N xc5 [Another possibility is 13.B b1 . For instanse see the game

Topalov,V-Piket,J/Lost Boys 1997/CBM 61]

13...dxc2 14.Q x d8+ R x d8 15.N xe6 fxe6 16.B e3 [The arised endgame

is slightly better for white, but black has good chances to equalize.]

16...R d5 17.c4! [This is the best way to create a problems for black in this

endgame.   Breaking   black's   pawn   structure   on   the   queenside,   white   is

opening the "c" file for his rooks as well.]

[After 17.Rfc1 N xe5 18.N xe5 R x e5 19.R x c2 0–0 the position is very

close to a draw, see the game Sutovsky,E-Krasenkow,M/Tan Chin Nam Cup

1999/CBM 73 [MiK halevski,V]; Also after 17.R a c1 N xe5 18.N xe5 R x e5

19.R x c2 K f7 20.c4 b4 21.R d1 R d8 22.R x d8 b x d8 23.K f1 B g5 white

has a small edge, but black can easily hold it, ½–½ Xie Jun-Polgar,Z/Jaen

1996/CBM 52 (46)]

17...b x c4 18.R a c1 N xe5 [18...B c5 19.R x c2 b x e3 20.fxe3 R c5 21.N

g5  N d8 22.R  d2 R  d5 23.R  f d1  R  x  d2 24.R  x d2± 1–0  Xie Jun-Qin

Kanying/New Delhi 2000/CBM 79 ext (41)]

19.N xe5 R x e5 20.R x c2 R b5?!N [This is not a mistake, but a prelude...]

[20...R e4 21.Rfc1 K d7 22.R x c4 R x c4 23.R x c4 R b8 24.B d4 g6 25.B

c3² 1–0 Bologan,V-Korneev,O/Mondariz Balneario 2002/CBM 90 ext (68)]

21.R x c4 R x b2? [Probably Kaidanov has underestimated the danger to

his position.]

[21...B d6²]

22.R x c7 K f7 23.g4! R e8 [23...R x a2? 24.B c5 R e8 25.R b1+–; 23...h5? 

24.R d1 and the black bishop is doomed.]

24.R d1 K g6 25.a4 R b4 26.R d4 a5 27.R x b4 b x b4 [27...a x b4? 28.a5 B

f6  29.a6  b3  30.a7  b2  31.R  b7+– and the  marsch  of  white's  king  to the

queenside wil  decide the game, while the black king is out of the game.]

28.K g2 R d8 29.h4 h6 30.h5+ K h7  [The black king on h7 is out of the

game but 30...K f6 was not better.]

[30...K f6 31.K f3  (31.f4?! R d3)  31...R d1 32.K e4]

31.K f3 R d1 32.K e4 R g1 33.f3 [White's pieces are in great harmony. It

does not seems, that black can save this endgame.]

33...R e1 34.K d3 R d1+ 35.K c2 R f1 36.f4 B d6 [36...R f3 37.K d3  (37.B

 d4?! R x f4 38.R x g7+ K h8 39.B e5 R e4 40.B f6 R f4 41.R g6+ K h7)

37...R g3 38.g5 The winning plan is the same as in the text.]

37.R c4 B b4 38.g5+– hxg5 39.fxg5 K g8 40.g6  [The black king is now

boxed in, and white is now winning, combining the threats to black's king

and ?a5.]

40...R f5 41.R c8+ B f8 42.R a8 R x h5 43.B b6 R h4 [43...R g5 44.b x a5 R

x g6 45.B b4 R f6 46.R x f8+ R x f8 47.b x f8 Kxf8 48.a5+–]

44.R x a5 R c4+ [44...R g4 45.R a8+–]

45.K d3 R c6 46.B e3 R c8 47.R a7 [An examplary harmony between the

white pieces, with such a limited material.]

47...e5 48.a5 B b4 49.B b6 R b8 50.K c4 B f8 51.R d7 e4 52.R d8 [The

simplest way to conclude the game. The black passed pawn wil  be stopped, 

while the white one queens.]

52...R x d8 53.b x d8 e3 54.a6 [Impressive endgame technic by Svidler.]

1–0

 (70) Fressinet,Laurent (2692) - Bachmann,Axel (2632) [C77]

FRA-chT Top 12 Drancy (3.5), 30.05.2016

 [ChessBase Website]

1.e4 [30]

N c6 [30]

2.N f3 [0]

e5 [30]

3.B b5 [0]

a6 [0]

4.B a4 [0]

N f6 [0]

5.0–0 [0]

B e7 [30]

6.d3 [30]

d6 [1:30]

7.c3 [30]

0–0 [0]

8.NB d2 [30]

b5 [3:00]

9.B c2 [2:30]

d5 [1:30]

10.R e1 [1:30]

d4 [30]

11.N f1 [5:30]

[11.h3 N d7 12.B b3 B b7 13.B d5 dxc3 14.b x c3 B d6 15.N b3 N b6 16.c4

N a4 17.B d2 Q e7 18.Q c2 b x c4 19.dxc4 B b4 20.b x c6 b x c6 21.b x b4 Q

x b4 22.N xe5 Q d6 23.N xc6 Q x c6 24.N d4 Q c5 25.N b3 Q e5 26.R a d1

Rfe8 27.R e3 R a b8 28.R d5 Q b2 29.Q x b2 N xb2 30.c5 N c4 31.R e2 a5

32.R d4 a4 33.R x c4 a x b3 34.a x b3 R x b3 35.R d2 K f8 36.f3 R b5 1–0

(36) Karjakin,S (2762)-Mamedyarov,S (2736) Baku 2015]

11...N d7 [8:30]

12.a4 [7:30]

R b8 [7:30]

13.a x b5 [4:30]

a x b5 [30]

14.B b3 [3:30]

B f6N [17:30]

[14...N b6 15.cxd4 exd4 16.N g3 B g4 17.h3 b x f3 18.Q x f3 N e5 19.Q e2

c5 20.B f4 B f6 21.N h5 c4 22.N x f6+ Q x f6 23.b x e5 Q x e5 24.dxc4 b x c4

25.b x c4 N xc4 26.Q x c4 R x b2 27.R e d1 Q x e4 28.Q x d4 Q x d4 29.R x

d4 g6 30.R a d1 K g7 31.R4d2 ½–½ (31) Sevian,S (2589)-Postny,E (2673)

StocK holm 2016]

15.cxd4 [3:30]

exd4 [1:30]

16.B f4 [7:30]

N c5 [13:30]

17.R c1 [3:30]

B e7 [1:30]

18.B d5 [8:30]

N b4 [30]

19.N xd4 [30]

R b6! [In spite of the many minor pieces stil  on the board, Black has seen

ahead and prepares a rook lift to the kingside. 30]

20.Q d2 [13:30]

Nb x d3 [7:30]

21.b4 [13:30]

N xf4 [3:30]

22.b x c5 [30]

B g5! [Once more the Paraguayan grandmaster shows his tactical acumem

as he plays this timely zwischenzug threatening to win the queen. 30]

23.Q c2 [3:30]

[Playing 23.cxb6 would not be losing in any way, at least not objectively, but

the chaotic imbalance might not be to Fressinet's taste as he real y wants to

dampen Black's ambitions. 23...N h3+ 24.gxh3 b x d2 25.N xd2 Q g5+ 26.K

h1 Q x d2 27.Rcd1 Q x f2 28.R f1 Q b2 29.b7 b x h3 30.R g1 c5 and good

luck trying to evaluate this.]

23...R g6 [30]

24.Rcd1 [30]

N xd5 [15:08]

25.exd5 [30]

Q x d5 [1:13]

26.N xb5 [5:23]

Q b7 [2:00]

27.N d4 [1:47]

B f6 [1:14]

28.N g3 [5:08]

h5 [50]

29.Q e4 [3:36]

h4 [1:46]

30.c6 [3:10]

Q b4 [10]

31.Ngf5 [59]

R g5! [Black has been outplaying White ever so slightly and now has an

edge thanks to his bishop pair and pressure against the king. 43]

32.N   e7+? [The   common   wisdom   is   to   simplify   when   trying   to   ease

pressure, and avoid exchanges when on the offensive. Natural y this needs

to be examined on a case-by-case basis, and here this only makes things

worse. 1:38]

32...b x e7 [1:30]

33.Q x e7 [3]

Q x e7 [11]

34.R x e7 [4]

B h3 [2:08]

35.R d3 [[#] 2:15]

35...R   a8! [Another   strong   zwischenzug.   The   back   rank   threats   take

precedence needless to say. 5:45]

36.Rde3? [White finally cracks under the pressure. 46]

[36.K f1 was the ugly, but necessary choice. 36...b x g2+ 37.K e2 R c8 and

the game is not over yet.]

36...R x g2+ [35]

37.K h1 [36]

R a1+ [7]

38.R e1 [3]

R x e1+ [10]

39.R x e1 [3]

R g4 [5]

40.R e8+ [1:18]

K h7 [6]

41.R d8 [30:17]

B g2+ [30:26]

42.K g1 [22]

B d5+! [cutting off the white rook from his knight, with ...R x d4 to fol ow]

0–1

 (71) Bologan,Viktor (2692) - Cheparinov,Ivan (2671) [C93]

World Cup K hanty-Mansiysk (2.2), 25.11.2009

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 d6

8.c3 0–0 9.h3 R e8 10.d4 B b7 11.NB d2 B f8 12.a3 [This quiet move is

directed to cover the b4–square, not to allow the black knight to jump to b4

after a possible exchange on d4.]

[Previously main line 12.a4 h6 13.B c2 exd4 14.cxd4 N b4 15.B b1 saw

some bloody clashes including those in Wch match Kasparov-Karpov in the

year 1990. Later on numerous improvements were found for Black.]

12...h6 13.B c2 d5 14.dxe5 [14.exd5 Q x d5 15.N e4 exd4 16.N x f6+ gxf6

17.B e3  (17.Q d3 R x e1+ 18.N xe1 f5  is not so frightening for Black.  )  17...N

e5 18.b x d4 N xf3+ 19.Q x f3 Q x f3 20.gxf3 b x f3 21.b x f6 R e6= ½–½

Jakovenko,D (2671)-Kasimdzhanov,R (2672)/Fuegen 2006/CBM 115 (26)]

14...N xe5 15.N xe5 R x e5 16.N f3 [16.f4?! B c5+ 17.K h2 B c8!! 18.N f3

 (18.fxe5? N g4+! 19.K g3 B f2+ 20.K f3 Q h4 21.K e2 Q g3 22.N f3 Q x g2–

 +)  18...R h5 19.N d4 B g4 20.Q d2 dxe4 21.B x e4 N x e4 22. Q d7³ ½–½

Kryvoruchko,Y (2602)-Cheparinov,I (2671)/K hanty-Mansiysk RUS 2009/The

Week in Chess 785 (43)]

16...R e8 17.e5 N e4 18.a4?! [Later on, the same players continued the

theoretical discussion on tie-break games.]

[18.Q e2 c5 19.N d2! The only way to pose some problems for Black. The

active knight must be eliminated right away.  (19.a4 Q b6 20.B f4 R a d8

 21.a x b5 a x b5 22.N d2 N xd2 23.Q x d2 d4 24.Q d3 g6= ½–½ Bologan,V

(2692)-Cheparinov,I   (2671)/K   hanty-Mansiysk   RUS   2009/The   Week   in

Chess 786 (46) )  19...N xd2 (19...Q h4!? seems like an improvement, but stil

needs practical test. For instanse: 20.N x e4 R x e5 21.B f4!? R e6! (21...Q x

f4? 22.g3    (22...Q f5? 23.N f6+ Q x f6 24.Q x e5±)  23.gxf4 R x e2 24.R x

e2²) 22.B g3 Q e7 23.a4 dxe4 24.a x b5 a x b5 25.R x a8 b x a8 26.Q x b5

e3„) 20.b x d2 g6 21.Q g4 B c8 22.Q g3 B g7 23.f4² 1–0 Bologan,V (2692)-

Cheparinov,I (2671)/K hanty-Mansiysk RUS 2009/The Week in Chess 786

(34)]

18...b4 19.c4 [Trying to undermine the outpost of black's knight, but it has a

good square to retreat.]

19...N c5³ 20.B e3 [After 20.cxd5 Q x d5 White can't equalize as wel .]

20...dxc4 21.b x c5 Q x d1 22.Raxd1 b x c5 23.B e4 B x e4 [23...R a b8

24.R c1 B x e4 25. c3 26.b x c3 b3 is very similar to the continuation in the

game.]

24. R e d8 25.R c1?! [25.R x d8+ R x d8 26.R x c4 R d1+ 27.K h2 b x f2

28.R x b4 Black is only slightly better.]

25...c3 26.b x c3 b3 27.K f1 R a b8 28.K e2 R d5 29.R b1 b2! [Black must

play actively and very concrete, otherwise he might soon lose his passed

pawn.]

30.N e1 R b3 31.f4 B b6 32.N f3 R c5 33.R b4 Rcxc3 34.R x b2 R x b4? 

[Ivan   should   have   captured   the   other   rook,   so   that   the   ?a4   wil   stay

unprotected.]

[34...R e3+ 35.K f1 R x b2 36.R x b2 R a3 37.R b4  (37.R d2 R x a4 38.R

 d8+ K h7 39.f5 R f4 40.e6 fxe6 41.fxe6 R e4 42.R e8 K g6µ)  37...R a1+ 38.K

e2 R a2+ 39.K d3 a5!  Important intermezzo.  (39...R x g2? 40.a5!  would

allow White to escape exactly as happened in the game.  )  40.R c4 R x g2µ]

35.R x b4 R c2+ 36.K d3 R x g2 37.a5! [I guess Ivan overlooked this

resourse before playing 34...R x b4.]

37...b x a5 38.R b8+ K h7 39.R f8 [Black can't protect the ?f7 and has to

force a draw. Otherwise, the "e" pawn wil  become dangerous.]

39...R f2 40.K e4 R e2+ 41.K d3 R f2 42.K e4 R e2+

½–½

 (72) Kamsky,Gata (2690) - Grischuk,Alexander (2720) [C91]

FIDE World Cup K hanty-Mansiysk (4.2), 07.12.2005

 [Finkel,A]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.d4 d6 9.c3 B g4 10.d5 N a5 11.B c2 c6 12.h3 B c8 13.dxc6 Q c7

14.NB d2 Q x c6 15.N f1 B e6 16.N g3 Rfe8 17.N h4 [Final y deviating from

his ' old'' game against Anand in which Kamsky didn't manage to get any

opening advantage.]

[17.Q e2 R a c8  (17...B f8 18.N g5 B d7 19.N h5 B e7 20.N x f6+ b x f6 21.Q

 h5 b x g5 22.b x g5 f6 23.B c1 B e6 24.R e3?  Tseshkovsky,V-Savon,V/AshK

habad 1978 )  18.B d3 N d7 19.N g5 b x g5 20.b x g5 N c5 21.B c2 f6 22.B c1

N a4 23.Q f3 R c7 24.N f5² ½–½ Kamsky,G-Anand,V/Monte Carlo 1996

(83); 17.N f5!? b x f5?! 18.exf5 h6 19.a4 N c4 20.N d2 R a c8 21.a x b5 a x

b5 22.N xc4 Q x c4 23.B d3± Brynel ,S-Sorensen,T/Copenhagen 1989]

17...d5!? 18.exd5  [This move appears to be a novelty. White decides to

take a pawn passing the initiative into Black's hands.]

[18.Nhf5 B f8 19.Q f3 R a c8 20.B g5 N x e4 21.N x e4 dxe4 22.B x e4 Q c7

23.B f6 b x f5 24.Q x f5 g6= Schaefer,M-Wegner,H/Germany 1991 ]

18...b x d5 19.R x e5 N c4 20.R e2 [Keeping an eye on f2.]

20...B c5 21.a4 [Hoping to bring the rook into play via the a-file.]

21...R a d8 [Another worthy possibility was 21...R x e2!? 22.Q x e2 b4 23.b3

R e8 24.Q d1 N d6° keeping White's rook out of play.]

22.a x b5 a x b5 23.R x e8+ Q x e8! [Less convincing is 23...R x e8 24.N f3

Q b6  (24...b x f3 25.Q x f3 R e1+ 26.K h2 Q x f3 27.gxf3 b x f2 28.R a8+ N

 e8 29.B f4²)  25.N d4 b4 26.Ngf5² and White keeps an extra pawn.]

24.B g5 h6! [An excellent move based on precise calculation. On the other

hand Black doesn't real y have a choice as after]

[24...b x g2? he seems to lose by force: 25.Q c1 B b7 26.b x f6 gxf6  (26...b x

 f2+ 27.Kxf2 R d2+ 28.Q x d2 N xd2 29.R d1 gxf6 30.R x d2 Q b8 31.Nhf5+–)

27.Q h6 b x f2+ 28.Kxf2 R d2+ 29.K g1 R x c2 30.N h5 Q e3+™ 31.Q x e3 N

xe3 32.R e1+–]

25.b x f6 b x f2+! [The point behind 24...h6!]

26.Kxf2 [Also after 26.K h2 b x g3+ 27.Kxg3 gxf6  (27...Q e3+?! 28.N f3 gxf6

 29.Q d4²)  28.Q d4  (28.N f5 Q e5+ 29.K f2 N e3! 30.N xe3 Q f4+ 31.K g1 Q x

 e3+ 32.K h2 Q f4+=)  28...Q e5+ 29.K f2 R e8÷ Black has nothing to worry

about.]

26...Q e3+ 27.K f1 N d2+ 28.Q x d2 Q x d2 29.b x d8 Q x c2³  [White's

pieces are placed too badly, so he has to give up a couple of pawns in order

to coordinate them.]

30.K g1 [No better was 30.B a5 g5 31.N f3 Q x b2 32.R e1 b x f3 33.gxf3 Q

h2 34.B c7 Q x h3+ 35.K g1 f5³ and White has no chances to win this

game.]

30...Q x b2 31.R d1 B b3 32.R d4 Q x c3 33.N f3 Q a1+ 34.K h2 B d1 35.R

d3 b4 36.B b6 b3 37.B d4 Q c1 38.N g1 [38.N e5 f6 39.N c4 Q x c4 40.R x

d1 Q c2 41.R e1 b2 42.b x b2 Q x b2µ]

38...B c2 39.N1e2 b2 40.R c3 b1Qµ [I believe under different sircumstances

Grischuk would've won this position, but since a draw was good enough to

advance to the next round he didn't try too hard...]

41.N xc1 Q x c1 42.R c8+ K h7 43.B e5 f6 44.B b8 Q d1 45.R c5 B g6

46.R c3 B f7 47.R f3 Q c2 48.N f5 B h5 49.R f1 B g6 50.N g3 B d3 51.R f3

B a6 52.B a7 B b7 53.R f2 Q c3 54.B b8 Q d4 55.R e2 B a6 56.R a2 B c4

57.R c2 B d3 58.R d2 Q c3 59.R f2 Q b4 60.B f4 Q d4 61.R f3 g5 62.B e3

Q d6 63.B c5 Q x c5 64.R x d3 f5 65.R f3 f4 66.N e4 Q f5 67.N f2 h5 68.g3

fxg3+ 69.Kxg3 Q e5+ 70.K g2 Q d5 71.K g3 Q e5+

½–½

 (73) Shirov,Alexei (2690) - Short,Nigel D (2690) [C84]

Dos Hermanas Dos Hermanas (9), 11.04.1997

 [Wedberg]

[Shirov tries a new idea in the opening, but stil  needs a blunder from Short

to win.]

1.e4 [Hecht ]

1...e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 N f6 4.0–0 B e7 5.R e1 d6 6.c3 0–0 7.d3 a6 8.B

a4   N   d7   9.d4   B   f6   10.B   c2   N   b6   11.h3   B   d7   12.b3N  [An   interesting

decision.   Shirov   al ows   the   exchange   of   his   white   squared   ?   for   a   ?. 

Interestingly he  al ows  the  same trade  in  the game Shirov-Piket,  Madrid

1997. ]

[12.N a3 The ? is not well placed here 12...N e7 13.B e3 N g6 14.Q d2 Q e7

15.R   a   d1   R   a   d8   16.Q   c1   h6÷     0–1   Nunn,J-Morozevich,A/Amsterdam

Donner 1995/CBM 49 (41)]

12...exd4 13.cxd4 N b4 14.N c3 N xc2 15.Q x c2 [White has gotten a nice

center as compenastion.]

15...c6 16.B a3 B e7 17.R a d1 R e8 18.d5 cxd5 19.exd5 R c8 20.Q d3 h6

[Black is a little cramped, but should be OK.]

21.N e4 B f5 22.Q d4 B f8 23.N g3 R x e1+ 24.R x e1 B h7 25.N h5 N d7? 

[25...R c2!? 26.R a1= (26.B b2 N xd5  (26...f6?! 27.N f4 ×e6 )  27.N xg7  (27.Q

 x d5 R x b2µ)  27...R x b2 28.N h5 R x a2 29.Q x d5 B g6 30.N f4 Q b6 31.R

e3 Q c5µ) ]

26.b x d6!± Q b6 [26...b x d6?? 27.Q x g7#]

27.b x f8 Q x d4 28.N xd4 Kxf8 29.d6 R d8 30.R e7 N c5 31.b4 N e4 32.N

xg7! N xd6 [32...R x d6 33.Ndf5 R d1+ 34.K h2 N d6 35.R d7  (35.R e5 N

 xf5 36.N xf5 R d2„)  35...N xf5 36.R x d1 Kxg7 37.R d7 b5 38.R a7²]

33.R c7 B b1 34.a3 N e8 35.N xe8 Kxe8  [Hecht; schlechte schwarze K-

Position bei schlechter Bauernstruktur;Beweglicher Springer]

36.N e2 B e4 37.N g3 B c6 38.N f5 R d1+ 39.K h2 R d2 40.K g3 R d3+

41.f3 R x a3 42.N x h6 B d5 43.N f5 b5 44.h4 K d8 45.R a7 a5 46.h5 B e4

47.K f4 a x b4 48.h6 b x f5 49.Kxf5 R x a7 50.h7

1–0

 (74) Svidler,Peter (2690) - Shirov,Alexei (2710) [C78]

Linares 15th Linares (13), 08.03.1998

 [Svidler]

1.e4 [Wedberg]

1...e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 b5 6.B b3 B c5 7.a4 R b8

[7...B b7 Kasparov-Shirov; Anand-Shirov /Linares/1998/]

8.c3 d6 9.d4 B b6 10.N a3 B g4 11.a x b5 a x b5 12.N xb5 0–0 13.R e1

[13.B e3]

13...b x f3 14.gxf3 N h5 [Wedberg: Black has given a ? and hopes for play

against Whites weakened ?-side.]

15.K h1!± [An innovation, which gives White clear advantage.]

[15.B e3 Q f6 16.K h1 exd4 17.cxd4 B a5! 18.R g1 R x b5 19.B a4 R x b2

20.b x c6 B b6 ½–½ Ivanchuk,V-Shirov,A/Investbanka 1997/CBM 62 (45)]

15...Q f6  [15...Q h4 16.B e3 exd4 17.cxd4 B a5 18.N c3±; 15...exd4 16.N

xd4  (16.cxd4 Q f6 17.B e3 B a5)  16...b x d4  (16...N xd4 17.cxd4 Q f6 18.B

 e3±)  17.cxd4 N xd4  (17...Q f6 18.R a4±)  18.Q x d4 R x b3 19.Q d5!+–]

16.R g1! N f4 [16...h6 17.B e3±; 16...exd4 17.B g5 Q e5 18.B d5±  (18.B d5

Wedberg  18...dxc3!  The point.  19.b x c6 b x f2 20.R g2 cxb2 21.R b1 R x b5

 22.b x b5 Q x b5 23.B e7 R e8 24.R x f2 R x e7 25.Rfxb2 Q d7÷) ]

17.B e3 [White has secured his position and can ful y enjoy the advantage

of an extra ?.]

[17.R g4 h5 18.R g3 exd4 19.b x f4  (19.cxd4 b x d4! 20.N xd4 N xd4 21.b x

 f4 N xb3)  19...Q x f4 20.cxd4 Q f6÷]

17...N e6 18.b x e6 fxe6 19.R g3 K h8 [19...exd4 20.N xd4!?  (20.cxd4 e5

 21.B g5! Q f7 22.B h6)  20...N e5  (20...b x d4 21.cxd4 R x b2 22.R c1 N e7

 23.B g5! Q f7 24.R x c7+–)   21.f4 N c4 22.Q e2 N xe3   (22...N xb2 23.R

 a2+–)  23.fxe3]

20.Q d3 [¹20.R c1]

20...exd4 21.cxd4 e5 22.d5 [22.R c1? N xd4 23.b x d4 exd4 24.N xc7?? RB

c8–+]

22...N e7 23.b x b6 R x b6 24.N xc7 R x b2 [24...N g6 25.N e6 N f4 26.Q

e3+–]

25.N e6 R g8 26.K g1! N g6 27.Q a3 R b6 [27...R c2!? 28.Q x d6 N f4 29.Q

d7 N e2+  (29...Rgc8 30.R f1 N e2+ 31.K g2 N xg3 32.hxg3 

33.f4+– )  30.K g2 N xg3 31.hxg3 R c3! 32.f4! exf4 33.N xf4 R x g3+ 34.fxg3

Q b2+!  (34...Q x a1 35.N g6+ hxg6 36.Q h3#)  35.K f3 Q c3+ 36.K e2 Q b2+

37.K d3 Q b3+ 38.K d4 Q b2+  (38...Q b4+ 39.K e5 Q b6!? 40.Q e7! Q b2+

 41.K e6 Q x a1 42.N g6+ hxg6 43.Q h4#)   39.K c5 Q c3+ 40.K d6 Q b4+

 (40...Q f6+ 41.Q e6 R d8+ 42.K c7+–)  41.K e6 Q x e4+ 42.K f7 g5 43.Q e6

R g7+ 44.K f6 Q d4+ 45.Q e5+–]

28.K h1! [

29.?ag1]

28...N f4?! [Now White gets another ?.]

[28...N f8!? 29.Q a7! R b3 30.N g5 h6 31.N f7+ K h7 32.R a g1? 

33.?:d6 (32.R h3! 

33.?:h6 32...R x f3   (32...N g6 33.R x h6+ gxh6 34.N g5+ K h8 35.Q h7#)

33.N g5+ Q x g5 34.R x f3+–) 32...R x f3!µ]

29.N xg7! N e2 [29...R x g7?? Wedberg 30.Q a8++–]

30.N f5!+– [Wedberg: Bril iant, the ? is as strong as a ? on f5. It threatens

the   black   ?   and   the   weak   d6–?,   while   at   the   same   time   protecting   the

white ?.]

30...Rgb8 31.Q d3 R b2 32.R f1! [32.R g7! Wedberg]

32...R a8  [32...N xg3+ 33.hxg3 R2b3 34.Q d1!  (34.Q e2 R b1)   34...R b1

35.Q x b1 R x b1 36.R x b1+–]

33.Q c4 N xg3+ 34.hxg3 Q d8 [34...RB a2 Wedberg 35.Q c7 R f8 36.K g2

R a6 37.R b1+–]

35.Q c1 R b3 36.K g2 Q f8 37.Q c7

1–0

 (75) Akopian,Vladimir (2689) - Adianto,Utut (2591) [C81]

FIDE-Wch k.o. Tripoli (2.2), 22.06.2004

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.B e3  [More popular is 9.NB d2 which frequently leads to a

sharp battle.]

9...B c5 [This move does not have a good reputation.]

[More common continuation is 9...B e7]

10.Q e2 [10.Q d3 0–0 11.N c3 N b4 12.Q e2 N xc3 13.b x c3 b x e3 14.Q x

e3 N c6 15.a4 N a5 16.a x b5 a x b5 17.N d4 Q e8 18.f4 c5 19.N xe6 ½–½

Kasparov,G-Kramnik,V/Moscow 2001/CBM 87 (19); After 10.b x c5 N xc5

black usually gets convenient play.]

10...Q e7 [10...b x e3 11.Q x e3 N e7 --> 1–0 Asrian,K-Nadanian,A/Yerevan

1999/CBM 74 [MiK halevski,V] (34); 10...0–0 11.R d1  (11.NB d2 b x e3 12.Q

 x  e3   N   xd2   13.Q   x  d2   N   e7  -->   ½–½  Asrian,K-K   haritonov,A/Novgorod

1997/CBM 60 [MiK halevski,V] (27) )  11...b x e3 12.Q x e3 N a5 13.NB d2 N

xd2 14.R x d2 c6 15.c3 R b8 16.Q f4 N c4 17.R e2² 1–0 Hjartarson,J-

Korneev,O/Linares 1995/CBM 45 ext (63)]

11.R d1 [11.c3 0–0 12.R d1 R a d8 13.b x c5 Q x c5 14.N d4 Q b6!= ½–½

Kamsky,G-Anand,V/Las Palmas 1995/CBM 46 [Anand] (38)]

11...R d8 12.NB d2 b x e3 [The exchange of knights probably gives black

more chances to equalize.]

[12...N xd2 13.R x d2 h6 14.R a d1 d4 15.b x e6 Q x e6 16.b x d4 N xd4

17.N xd4 b x d4 18.R x d4 R x d4 19.R x d4 Q x a2= ½–½ Parma,B-

Kortschnoj,V/Rome 1981/MCL (29)]

13.Q x e3 N c5 14.c3 0–0 [14...B g4 15.R e1 0–0 16.B c2 N e6 17.a4 b4

18.c4 Q c5 19.cxd5 ½–½ Gel er,E-Larsen,B/Copenhagen 1966/Candidates

(19)]

15.N d4! N xd4?! [After this exchange white has stable advantage.]

[15...N b8 16.B c2 Ncd7 17.N2f3 c5 18.N e2 N c6 19.N f4² 1–0 Karaev,M-

Sepman,Y/SerpuK hov 1999/EXT 2000 (38)]

16.cxd4 N b?!N [Quite unfortunate place for the knight.]

[The   least   of   the   evils   for   black   is:   16...N   d7   17.R   a   c1   N   b6²   1–0

Winterstein,W-Mikavica,M/Zuerich 1991/EXT 97 (33)]

17.N f3 [White is now ready to meet black's c7–c5 strike with dxc5 fol owed

by N f3–d4.]

17...B g4 [Black is going to exchange his bad bishop, but this does not solve

his problems.]

18.h3 b x f3 19.Q x f3 c6 20.Q c3 [This is the sort of position, that black

should   try  to   avoid   in   this   opening   setup.   Black's   pawnstructure   on   the

queenside   is   far   from   perfect   and   his   pieces   are   passive   (N   b).   White, 

however has a space advantage on both flanks.]

20...R c8 21.a4 [Opening the "a" file for the following rook's invasion.]

21...Q d7 [21...b4 22.Q d3 a5 23.R a c1± In some cases the manoeuvre Q

d3–a6 wil  be very unpleasant for black.]

22.a x b5 a x b5 23.R a7 R a8 24.Rda1 R x a7 25.R x a7 [White is clearly

dominating.   The   ?b7   is   very   bad   and   it's   very   hard   to   point   out   any

reasonable plan for black.]

25...g6 26.B d1 [Transfering the bishop to a better pastures.]

26...R b8 27.b4 [It's useful to "freeze" black's queenside once and for all.]

27...Q e8 28.f4 K g7  [28...f5 29.g4 and black's position wil  col apse very

soon.]

29.f5+–   gxf5   30.Q   g3+   K   f8   31.B   c2  Q   e7  32.Q   f4! [White   can   afford

himself to sacrifice the ?b4, since the forthcoming invasion of white's queen

wil  be fatal for black.]

32...Q x b4 33.b x f5 c5 34.Q h6+ K e8 35.Q c6+ K f8 36.Q h6+ K e8 37.Q

c6+ K f8 38.Q c7 [That's it. White is winning a lot of material, while black's

attempts for a perpetual check can be parried easily.]

38...Q x d4+ 39.K h1 Q f4 40.Q x b8+ K g7 41.R a1 Q x f5 42.Q x b7 b4

43.Q x d5

1–0

 (76) Motylev,Alexander (2685) - Durarbayli,Vasif (2584) [C88]

Gashimov Memorial-B Shamkir (5), 24.04.2014

1.e4 [11]

e5 [9]

2.N f3 [6]

N c6 [3]

3.B b5 [6]

a6 [4]

4.B a4 [1:09]

N f6 [7]

5.0–0 [6]

B e7 [3]

6.R e1 [1:12]

b5 [5]

7.B b3 [4]

0–0 [5]

8.a4 [36]

b4 [50]

9.d4 [11]

d6 [5]

10.dxe5 [20]

dxe5 [5]

11.NB d2 [1:18]

B c5 [6:46]

12.a5 [3:59]

[12.h3 B b7 13.Q e2 N d4 14.N xd4 b x d4 15.B c4 a5 16.B d3 N d7 17.N f3

N c5 18.N xd4 exd4 19.B f4 R e8 20.Q h5 Q e7 21.B b5 c6 22.B c4 B a6

23.B d6 Q x d6 24.b x f7+ K f8 25.e5 Q d7 26.e6 N xe6 27.b x e8 R x e8

28.Q x h7 Q d5 29.f4 d3 30.f5 d2 31.Q h8+ K f7 32.Q h5+ K f8 33.Q h8+ K

f7 34.Q h5+ K f8 35.Q h8+ ½–½ (35) Topalov,V (2785)-Aronian,L (2830) K

hanty-Mansiysk 2014]

12...B b7N [11:12]

[12...Q e7 13.B d5 B b7 14.N b3 B a7 15.B g5 h6 16.b x f6 Q x f6 17.Q d3

Rfe8 18.Q c4 R a b8 19.h3 N d4 20.Nb x d4 exd4 21.b x b7 R x b7 22.b3 Q

e6 23.Q d3 c5 24.N d2 B b8 25.e5 Q c6 26.f4 RB e7 27.R e2 f6 28.Q g6 R

f8 29.R a e1 Q e8 30.Q d3 fxe5 31.fxe5 Q c6 32.R e4 R e6 33.N c4 B c7

34.Q g3 R g6 35.R g4 R x g4 36.Q x g4 Q d5 37.e6 R e8 38.e7 K f7 39.N

e5+ b x e5 40.Q f5+ K g8 41.R x e5 Q d6 42.R e6 Caruana,F (2782)-

Nyback,T (2586) Warsaw 2013 1–0]

13.Q e2 [3:02]

N d4 [2:01]

14.N xd4 [5:28]

b x d4 [2:59]

15.Q f3 [11:48]

K h8 [4:17]

16.c3 [16:50]

B a7 [14:07]

17.B c2 [1:13]

N e8 [3:34]

18.Q h3 [4:33]

R b8 [3:46]

19.N c4 [9:34]

b3 [1:45]

20.B d3 [7:26]

f6 [7:18]

21.B f1 [22:11]

N d6 [11:48]

22.N xd6 [29]

Q x d6 [37]

23.B e3 [43]

b x e3 [2:56]

24.Q x e3 [5]

R f d8 [4]

25.f3 [13:04]

Q c6 [1:55]

26.R e d1 [1:53]

h6 [7]

27.B e2 [1:04]

K h7 [2:27]

28.K f2 [1:49]

R a8 [53]

29.R d2 [4:30]

Rdb8 [48]

30.R d5 [1:43]

Q e8 [2:11]

31.R d2 [17]

Q c6 [19]

32.R d5 [1:40]

Q e8 [6]

33.R d2[21]

½–½

 (77) Svidler,Peter (2684) - Golod,Vitali (2568) [C81]

EU-Cup 15th Bugojno (1), 29.10.1999

 [Golod,V]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 B c5 10.Q e2!? [Other options are:]

[10.Q e1; 10.N x e4!?  You can see comments to K  halifman,A-Golod,V/

Belgrad,1999/CBM 69 (½–½)(Golod,V)(52); and 10.c3!? Is the main line.]

10...N xd2 [Badly: 10...B f5? in view of: 11.a4! R b8  (11...b4 12.N x e4 B x

 e4   13.B   e3   b   x   e3   14.Q   x   e3   0–0   15.N   g5?  Emms,J-

Gretarsson,H/Kopavogur,1994 (1–0)(53) )  12.a x b5 a x b5 13.N x e4 dxe4? 

 (¹13...B x e4 14.B e3²)   14.R d1± Wahls,M-MiK halevski,A/Biel,1992(0–1)

(34)]

11.b x d2 0–0  [This move better than: 11...?g4;11...?d4;11...h6 and 11...? 

e7.]

12.R a d1!? [Besides this move:]

[12.B g5; 12.R f d1!?; 12.h3; 12.c3; and 12.a4!? repeatedly was checked in

the previous games.]

12...B e7!? [(Rapoport,E)]

[Also can be recommended: 12...N e7!? 13.B e3  (13.c3 Q d7 14.N d4 B g4

 15.f3   B   h5   16.K   h1   R   a   e8  ?/=   Kindermann,S-Slobodjan,R/Nussloch, 

1996(½–½)(42) )  13...b x e3 14.Q x e3 c6!?  (‹14...B g4 15.h3 b x f3 16.Q x f3

 c6 17.c3²   Skold,K-Poulsen,C/Dubrovnik,1950(½–½) (41) )   15.h3 N f5 16.Q

f4 Q c7 17.Rfe1 R a e8 18.c3 f6 ?/= Jansa,V-Pribyl,M/Turnov,1996(½–½)

(62);   and   12...R   e8!?   See   comments   to   Ljubojevic,L-Larsen,B/

Linares,1981(½–½)(K   haritonov)(57);   In   my   opinion   dubious:   12...B   g4?! 

13.Q d3! b x f3 14.Q x f3 N xe5 15.Q f5!  (15.Q x d5 Q x d5 16.b x d5 R a

 e8²)  15...N g6?  (15...R e8!?)  16.b x d5 N e7 17.b x f7+ R x f7 18.Q x c5+–

Wahls,M-MiK halevski,A/Berlin,1994(1–0)(51); and 12...Q d7?!]

13.h3!? [?/=]

[‹13.B   e3   N   a5   14.N   d2?!  (14.N   d4!?)   14...c5?   Doggers,P-

Rapoport,E/Dieren,1999(½–½) (53)]

13...N a7!?N [13...K h8!? 14.c3  (14.Q d3!?)  14...N a5 15.B c2 c5 16.b3 N

c6= Dervishi,E-Rapoport,E/Tal inn,1997(0–1)(37)]

14.c3 [Interestingly: 14.N d4!? c5  (14...Q d7!? 15.N xe6 fxe6 ?/= )  15.N xe6

fxe6 16.c3 (‹16.Q g4 c4  (16...R f5?! 17.c3?)  17.Q x e6+  (17.B h6? R f7–+)

17...R f7 18.B e3°) 16...N c6 17.Q g4?]

14...c5 [??c6–a5]

15.B f4 N c6 16.B c2!? [Senseless: 16.R d2 because of: 16...N a5; 16.Q

d2?! Q c7! …17.b x d5?? R a d8–+]

16...Q d7!? 17.Q d3 g6™ 18.Q e3 d4?! [Good enough: 18...R a d8!?; or

18...R f d8!?]

19.cxd4 N xd4 [=19...cxd4 20.N xd4 see 19...?xd4]

20.N xd4 cxd4 21.R x d4 B c5 22.R f d1™ [22.R x d7? b x e3 23.b x e3 b x

d7µ]

22...Q c7!? [22...b x d4!? 23.R x d4 Q c7 24.B e4 transfer to 22...?c7 

a) 24.B g5? is refuted by: 24...Q x c2 25.B f6 R a c8!  (‹25...g5 26.Q x g5+ Q

 g6 27.Q h4°; 25...Rfc8?? 26.R d8+! …R x d8 27.Q h6 Q c1+ 28.Q x c1+–)

26.K h2 g5 27.Q x g5+ Q g6µ; 

b) 24.B h6?? Q x c2 25.Q g5 Q f5–+; 

]

23.B e4 [Is the best move!]

[Worse is: 23.Q c3 because of: 23...b4! 24.R x b4 R a c8 25.R e4   (25.R

 d2?! b x b4 26.Q x b4 Q c4=)  25...b x f2+ 26.Kxf2 Q b6+ 27.Q d4 R x c2+

28.R d2 R x d2+ 29.b x d2 Q x d4+ 30.R x d4 f6! ?/=?  (30...b x a2? 31.R

 a4±) ]

23...b x d4 24.R x d4 R a d8 25.R d6 a5!? [25...R x d6!? 26.exd6 Q d7

27.Q d4 f5²  (27...f6? 28.B h6 R f7 29.Q b6±) ]

26.a3 b4 27.a x b4 a x b4 28.Q d4 R c8 29.B c6!? [Another alternative is:

29.B h6!? R f d8 (29...Q c5? 30.b x f8 Kxf8  (‹30...Q c1+ 31.K h2 R x f8 32.B

 d5 ?/+– )  31.K h2±) 30.Q x b4!?² (30.B b7?! (Svidler,P) 30...R b8  (30...R x

 d6?? 31.exd6)  31.Q h4 f5™ 32.R x e6  (32.Q f6 R x d6 33.exd6 Q x b7 34.Q

 x e6+ Q f7 35.Q e3°)  32...R x b7÷) ]

29...R b8? [I made this tactical blunder,because I didn't see 31.?h4!]

[Can be recommended: 29...Q e7! 30.B h6 R f d8 31.h4  (31.Q f4!? f6! 32.R

 x d8+ Q x d8 33.B a4²)  31...f6! 32.B f3 

a) 32.exf6?! R x d6 (32...Q x d6?? 33.f7+ b x f7  (33...Kxf7 34.Q g7#)  34.Q

g7#) 33.f7+ Q x f7 34.Q x d6 b3 ?/=; 

b) 32.B d5? b x d5! (‹32...R x d6 33.exd6 Q f7÷  (33...Q x d6?? 34.Q x f6+–)

) 33.Q x d5+ K h8 …34.exf6 Q x f6!  (34...Q x d6?? 35.B g7#; 34...R x d6?? 

 35.B g7+ Q x g7 36.fxg7+ Kxg7 37.Q x d6+–)  35.R x f6 R x d5³; 

32...fxe5  (32...B f7!?)  33.R x d8+ R x d8 34.Q x e5 ?/=]

30.B h6 Rfc8?? [It is neseccary: 30...Q e7 31.b x f8 Kxf8 32.B d7 ?/+–]

31.Q h4 [31.Q h4 f5™  (31...Q x c6 32.R x c6 R x c6 33.Q f6)  32.R x e6+–]

1–0

 (78) Ponomariov,Ruslan (2684) - Svidler,Peter (2695) [C91]

EU-Cup 17th Panormo (3.1), 25.09.2001

 [Stohl,I]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.d4!? [This also belongs to the Anti-Marshall continuations, such as]

[8.a4; 8.h3 or; 8.d3]

8...d6 [The safest.]

[8...exd4? 9.e5 N e8 10.B d5± ??; Black's main alternative is 8...N xd4 when

White has to choose whether to gain, or sacrifice a ?: More ambitious is 9.N

xd4 (9.b x f7+ R x f7 10.N xe5 R f8! ? (10...N c6? 11.N xf7 Kxf7 12.e5 N g8

 (12...N e8 13.Q d5+ K f8 14.R e3+– ?  )  13.Q h5+ K f8 14.Q f5+! K e8 15.Q x

h7+–) 11.Q x d4 c5   (11...B b7„)   12.Q d1 B b7° leads to positions, where

Black has a lot of play for the minimal investment, this guarantees him at

least equality. ) 9...exd4 10.e5 N e8 11.c3!?  ( without the pair of ? Black gets

good piece play after  11.Q x d4 B b7 12.c4 b x c4 13.Q x c4 d5 14.exd6 N

 xd6 15.Q g4 B f6 16.N c3 N b5! 17.N xb5 a x b5 18.B f4 c5 19.R a d1 Q c8

 20.Q x c8 Raxc8=  Polgar,J-Nunn,J/Hastings/1992/ )  11...dxc3 12.N xc3‰ d6

13.Q f3 B e6 14.N d5 R c8 15.B f4 B g5 16.R a d1 K h8 17.B c2 Gurevich,I-

Nunn,J/Hastings/1992/ 17...g6°]

9.c3 [With this the game transposes from C88 to the index C91, but this is

more or less forced. Black already wanted to take on d4 and]

[9.dxe5 N xe5 10.N xe5 dxe5= leads only to a sterile position.]

9...B g4 10.d5 [Nowadays White counter the pressure against d4 radically.]

[The other move 10.B e3 has somehow went out of fashion. 10...B h5!? 

 ( also the more usual   10...exd4 11.cxd4 N a5 12.B c2 c5   is quite reliable )

11.NB d2 d5!? 12.exd5 N xd5 13.dxe5 N xe5 14.B g5 N d3 15.b x d5 b x g5

16.b   x   a8   N   xe1   17.Q   x   e1   b   x   d2=   Chandler,M-

Romanisin,O/Leningrad/1987/]

10...N   a5   11.B   c2  [Although   formally   the   ?c2   is   a   bad   ?,   it's   worth

preserving, as Black wil  sooner or later have to move his c-pawn. Then both

dxc6 or cxd5 wil  open up new perspectives for the Spanish ?, which even in

this game wil  play a major role.]

11...Q   c8!? [Black   makes   a   useful   move,   as   White   can't   prevent   the

liberating c6 anyway. The text has become very popular on the highest level

and is gradual y pushing out the older]

[11...c6   12.h3   (12.dxc6  Q  c7   is   less   flexible,   as   after   13.h3  B   e6   the  ? 

retreats to a better sqaure.  )  12...B c8  (12...b x f3 13.Q x f3 cxd5 14.exd5 N

 c4 15.N d2 N b6 16.N f1  is rarely played, as taking the ? with  16...Nb x d5?! 

 17.N g3 N c7 18.N f5 N e6 19.a4 ?  ; 12...B d7?! 13.N xe5! dxe5 14.d6² ?  )

13.dxc6 Q c7 14.NB d2 Q x c6 15.N f1 N c4 16.N g3 R e8 17.a4!?  (17.Q e2

 B   e6   18.B   d3   h6   19.N   h2   R   a   d8   20.a4?!  Movsesian,S-

Nunn,J/Hastings/1996/   20...b x a4! 21.B c2 N b6³)   with a chance to gain

some edge after the main replies 17...B e6  ( or  17...B b7 18.Q e2 B f8 19.B

 d3)  18.N g5]

12.NB d2! [A rare, but tricky move, which wil  perhaps become more popular

after this game.]

[White usually interpolates 12.h3 Now on h5 the ? is misplaced and quickly

just becomes a target for the ? after ?B d2–f1–g3. So logical is 12...B d7

13.NB d2 c6 14.dxc6   ( Here after   14.b4 N b 15.dxc6 Q x c6 16.B b2   the

strong manoeuvre   16...N d8! 17.B d3 N e6=  /?  )   14...Q x c6 15.N f1 N c4

(15...R a c8 16.N g3 Rfe8 17.a4 B d8 18.a x b5 a x b5 19.Q e2 Q b6 20.B d3

Q b8 21.B g5 N b3 22.R a d1 h6 23.B e3 N c5 24.N h4 N d5! 25.exd5 N xd3

26.R x d3 b x h4 27.Q h5 e4?  (¹27...b x g3 28.b x h6!? B f4 29.R g3 b x h6! 

 30.Q x h6 g6 31.R x g6+ fxg6 32.Q x g6+ K h8 33.R e4 R c4=)  28.R d4 b x

g3   29.fxg3   R   e5   30.Q   e2   R   e   e8   31.g4±   ×e4,b5,d6,Movsesian,S-

Adams,M/Bundesliga 9899/1998/) 16.N g3 g6 17.Q e2  (¹17.a4  Movsesian ; 

 17.N h2!?)  17...Rfe8 18.a4 B f8 19.N h2 B e6 20.Q f3 B g7 21.R d1 h5! 22.B

g5 N h7 23.B c1 N f6= Movsesian,S-Bacrot,E/Sarajevo/2000/]

12...c6 13.b4 N b [13...cxd5 14.b x a5 Q x c3 15.R b1 R a c8 16.B b3 dxe4

17.N x e4 N x e4 18. B f5 19.R e3 Q x a5 20.B d2 Q b6 21.R c1 R x c1 22.Q

x c1 R c8 23.R c3² Ehlvest,J-Magerramov,E/Dubai op/2001/]

14.dxc6 [The ?b7 is usually a source of trouble for Black in the Ruy Lopez

(or even in other openings, as the King's Indian). But this goes for positions

with the closed ?, where the ? has no perspective and even after the long

and time-consuming manoeuvre ?e8,g6,?g7,?d8,f6,?f7 it remains passive. 

Here the ? has a nice square on e6 and White can't lock it in even after]

[14.c4 b x f3!?  (14...a5!? 

 15.dxc6 Q x c6 16.cxb5 Q c3!? 17.R b1 Rfc8?; 14...cxd5 15.cxd5 a5=; 

 14...c5=)  15.Q x f3 b x c4 16.R e3 a5÷]

14...Q x c6 15.B b2 N d8 [Consistent, but maybe here on should search for

alternatives as]

[15...Rfe8 or; 15...B d8!? ??b6?]

16.N   f1  [This   was   White's   idea.   Once   Black   finishes   his   intended   ? 

manoeuvre, his ? wil  stay sidelined on the ?.]

16...N e6 17.N e3?! [Logical, but better seems]

[¹17.h3!? B h5  (17...b x f3 18.Q x f3? 

 18...N d4 19.cxd4 Q x c2 20.R e2± ??e3–f5?  )  18.N g3 B g6 19.N h4² with a

pleasant position, the ?g6 is misplaced.]

17...B h5 [17...b x f3?! 18.Q x f3 N g5 19.Q e2± 

 19...Ngxe4? 20.N f5±]

18.N f5  [A tempting alternative was 18.N d5 And finally interesting is also

18...Q e8!? ??d5,?g5 

a) The move from the game 18...Rfe8? fails to 19.N xe5! dxe5  (19...b x d1

 20.N xc6±)  20.N x f6+ b x f6 21.Q x h5±; 

b) 18...Q b7 19.B b3 forces Black to invest another tempo with 19...R a d8÷

but ?g5 is stil  in the air and the pin is unpleasant, because 20.Q d3?! N xd5

21.b x d5 N f4!³ favours Black.; 

19.N x f6+ b x f6 

20.Q x d6? b x f3 21.gxf3 Q c8!‚]

18...Rfe8 19.B b3 [??d5]

19...N g5 [Prompted by White's threat Black starts to act, provoking a short, 

but sharp tactical shootout.]

[The main alternative to the text was 19...N f4!? The passive 20.N g3 (20.g3

N h3+ 21.K g2 N g5  (21...b x f3+?! 22.Q x f3 N g5 23.Q d3 Ngxe4 24.! Q x

 e4+ 25.Q x e4 N x e4 26.B d5²)  22.N xg5 b x d1 23.Raxd1³ leads to a similar

position as in the game, but here White's ? is misplaced and also the 3–rd

rank is closed for ? manoeuvres.) 20...B g6³ is not too enticing either.; The

quiet 19...R a c8÷ is interesting as well.]

20.N xg5! [?]

20...b x d1 21.Raxd1 [White is in no hurry.]

[21.b x f7+ K f8 22.Raxd1 h6!?  (22...R e b8 23.B b3° g6 24.N xe7 Kxe7

 25.N f7 R f8 26.R x d6 Q c8 27.R e6+ Kxf7 28.R c6+=)  23.b x e8 N xe8 24.N

f3 g6!  (24...N f6? 25.N3h4!+–)   25.N xe7   (25.N x h6 N f6 26.N g5 K g7

 27.Nhf7 R f8µ)  25...Kxe7= /?]

21...h6! [Frees a relatively safe square for the ? and forces White to declare

his intentions.]

[Black couldn't safely protect f7 anyway, 21...d5? 22.N xf7!  (22.exd5 Q c8

 23.N xe7+ R x e7 24.d6 R d7÷  is less convincing )  22...Kxf7 23.exd5 

d6?]

22.N xf7 [Rightly keeps the tension.]

[22.b x f7+ -21.?xf7+]

22...K h7 23.R d3 [23.N7xd6? b x d6 24.R x d6 Q c7 ??ed8?]

23...B f8 24.R h3 d5  [Closing the ? a2–g8 al ows a perpetual, but Black

hardly had more, e.g. the "ambitious"]

[24...g6? runs into 25.N7xh6! gxf5 26.N xf5+ K g6 27.R g3+ K h7 28.B f7 B

h6  (28...K h8 29.R h3+ N h7 30.R e e3! d5 31.R e g3+–)  29.R h3 N g4 30.B

c1 R f8 31.B g6+!+–]

25.N g5+ K h8™ [25...K g8? 26.exd5 

26...N xd5 27.N e3+–; 25...K g6? 26.N h4+ K h5  (26...Kxg5 27.B c1+ K h5

 28.B d1+ N g4 29.b x g4+ Kxg4 30.f3+ K h5 31.g4#)  27.N h7!+– ?]

26.N f7+ K h7 [26...K g8? 27.exd5 Q d7  (27...N xd5 28.R d1+–)  28.d6‚]

27.N g5+ K h8 28.N f7+

½–½

 (79) Bologan,Viktor (2682) - Sokolov,Ivan (2696) [C83]

Stepanakert-A Stepanakert (6), 08.10.2005

 [Erenburg,S]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 B e7 [Black continues to complete the development of

the kingside. Nowadays the line 9...?c5  is more popular:]

[9...N c5 10.c3 d4!? The key-line of the Open variation of The Ruy Lopez. 

11.b x e6 Since 11. N g5 has proved to be insufficient for obtaining an

advantage White has switched to this less ambitious line. (11.N g5 doesn't

promise more than an equal rook endgame: 11...Q x g5 12.Q f3 0–0–0 13.b

x e6+ fxe6 14.Q x c6 Q x e5 15.b4 Q d5 16.Q x d5 exd5 17.b x c5 dxc3 18.N

b3 d4 19.B a3 g6!  20.B b4 B g7 21.a4 d3!  This bril iant idea of Gymesi

allows Black to equalize. 22.a x b5 d2 23.b x a6   ( An attempt to improve

upon   White's   play   with   23.c6?  is   dubious   in   view   of   23...K   b8  -->See

Shirov,A-Anand,V Maintz(rapid) 2004/CBM103 [Postny].  )  23...c2 24.N xd2 b

x a1 25.R x a1 Rhe8 26.R c1 R e4 27.B c3 R c4 28.R x c2 R d3 29.R b2! 

Rcxc3 30.a7 R a3 31.R b8+ K d7 32.a8Q R x a8 33.R x a8 R x d2 34.g4 K

c6= ½–½ Morozevich,A-Ponomariov,R/Biel SUI 2004/The Week in Chess

508 (41).  (40)) 11...N xe6 12.cxd4 Ncxd4 13.a4! For the moment this is the

only try to create some problems. 13...B b4! A modern way to deal with this

line.  14.a x b5 N xb5! Although the knight on b5 is not placed wel  and the

a6 and c7–pawns are potential weaknesses White didn't find a clear way to

reach an opening advantage. (14...N xf3+?! is dangerous as Black doesn't

have time for castling. 15.N xf3 a x b5 16.R x a8 Q x a8 17.N g5! Q c6  ( The

main problem of 14...N xf3 is that after  17...N xg5 18.b x g5 0–0 19.Q g4+–

Black can't protect both  the bishop and the king.  )  18.Q g4 Q c4 19.Q f5 N

d8  20.R  d1  Q  c6   (20...B   e7  21.B   e3  Q  c6  22.R   x  d8+   1–0  Ganguly,S-

Iuldachev,S/Dhaka BAN 2005/The Week in Chess 545 (22) )  21.N xh7  (21.B

 e3!±  and White wins at least a pawn.  )  21...B e7 22.Q h5? ½–½ Kramnik,V-

Shirov,A/Monte Carlo MNC 2005/The Week in Chess 541 (30).  (30)) 15.Q

b3   (15.Q a4!?N   can be found in Svidler,P-Sokolov,I, Corus Wijk aan Zee

2005/CBM 105 [Finkel,A] ; 15.N e4N  occured in the game Shirov,A-Anand,V, 

Mainz m rapid 2004/CBM103[Postny] )  15...a5  (15...B e7?  Black can't move

the bishop in view of   16.R x a6!±)   16.Q c4 NB d4 Playing this way Black

agrees with the fact that he loses the right to castle. 17.N xd4 Q x d4 18.Q

c6+ K e7 The only move. 19.N f3 Q d7 20.Q c2 h6!?N   ( The only earlier

game   saw   a   quick   draw   after   20...R   a   d8   21.B   g5+   White   forces   an

exchange of the strong knight.  21...N xg5 22.N xg5 Q d3!  Sacrificing a pawn

for initiative.  23.Q x c7+ R d7 24.Q c6 Q d5 25.R a c1 h6 26.N f3  ½–½

Azarov,S-Mamedyarov,S/NaK hchivan AZE 2003/The Week in Chess 452

(26).  and a draw was agreed in view of a clear superiority of the bishop over

the knight, which compensates a pawn.  )  21.R d1 Q b5 22.N d4! A correct

idea. White has to trade the strong knight on e6. 22...N xd4 23.R x d4 Rhd8! 

I believe this idea was prepared by Nakamura at home. Black sacrifices a

pawn but forces a number of exchanges and in the arisen endgame Black

has compensation for the missing pawn thanks to his strong bishop on b4. 

24.Q x c7+ R d7 25.R x d7+ Q x d7 26.Q c2! R d8 27.B e3 Q d3° ½–½

Volokitin,A-Nakamura,H/Biel 2005/CBM 108/[MiK halevski,V] (41)]

10.c3 [preparing to transfer the light-squared bishop to c2, as well as adding

the option  ?d4.]

[10.N x e4 doesn't promise too much: 10...dxe4 11.b x e6 fxe6 12.N g5 Q x

d1  (12...b x g5 13.Q h5+ g6 14.Q x g5 0–0 15.Q g4 Q d5 16.R e1 R f5 17.B

 h6?  1–0 Gel er,E-Krasenkow,M/Cappelle la Grande 1992/EXT 97 (26) )  13.R

x d1 b x g5 14.b x g5 R f8= ½–½ Sax,G-Tarjan,J/Hastings 1977/MCD (42)]

10...0–0 [Black doesn't hurry to move away his knight from central spot e4, 

but first secures his monarch.]

[Another   theoretical   possibility  is   10...Q   d7   11.R   e1   N   c5   12.B   c2   B   f5

 (12...d4 13.N b3 dxc3 14.Q x d7+ b x d7 15.b x c3 N a4 16.B d2 N d8 17.NB

 d4   g6   18.b   x  a4   b   x  a4   19.B   g5±   1–0   Short,N-Motwani,P/Isle   of   Lewis

1995/CBM 49 (46) )  13.b x f5  (13.N f1 b x c2 14.Q x c2 0–0 15.B e3 N e6

 16.R a d1 f6 17.exf6 b x f6 18.N g3 R a d8=  ½–½ Zapata,A-Rodriguez

Cespedes,A/Bogota 1991/TD (27) )  13...Q x f5 14.N b3 R d8 15.N xc5 b x c5

16.B e3!N Svidler clearly indicates that Black stil  has problems to solve in

this position.  (16.B g5 R d7 17.B e3 B e7 18.a4 0–0 19.a x b5 a x b5 20.Q

 b3 R b8 21.N d4 N xd4 22.cxd4 c5 23.dxc5 d4 24.B d2  ½–½ Borsos,B-

Karsa,L/Zalakaros 1991/TD (24) )  16...B e7  ( Probably safer was  16...b x e3

 17.R x e3 0–0 18.N d4 N xd4 19.cxd4 f6)  17.N d4 N xd4  (17...Q g6 18.a4?)

18.cxd4 c5!  A typical breakthrough for this opening variation. 19.dxc5 d4

20.b x d4! 0–0? This is quite inconsistent.  (20...b x c5 21.b x c5 R x d1

 22.Raxd1   I   guess,   that   Anand   was   concerned   about   this   position,   and

indeed, White has excellent compensation for the queen. However, after

 22...h5!  Black has sufficient defensive resources, for instance:  23.R d5 R h6

 24.R e d1 Q c8²)  21.c6?!  (21.R c1 b x c5 22.R x c5 Q f4 23.g3 Q x d4 24.Q

 x d4 R x d4 25.R e2±)  21...R d5?! 

a) 21...B c5? 22.b x c5 R x d1 23.Raxd1+–; 

b) 21...B b4! 22.c7™ (22.R e3?? B c5 23.R d3  (23.b x c5? R x d1+ 24.R x

 d1 Q c2–+)  23...Q e4µ) 22...b x e1 23.cxd8Q R x d8 24.Q x e1 R x d4 and

Black's active pieces give him good survival chances.; 

22.R c1 R c8 23.g3 Q e6± ½–½ Svidler,P-Anand,V/Wijk aan Zee 2004/CBM

99/[Postny]   (80)   Black   captures   the   ?c6,   but   stil   remains   a  pawn   down

without any compensation.]

11.B c2 [trying to drive the knight away from its excel ent location.]

[A logical alternative to the move in the game is 11.R e1 This line is probably

not   the   most   promising   for   White.   11...N   c5   12.B   c2?!  (12.N   d4   N   xd4

 13.cxd4  N   d3  14.R   e3   N   f4  15.B   c2   c5„  ½–½  Vasiukov,E-Suetin,A/Kiev

1964/URS-ch (60) )  12...d4! This continuation was played long ago, as in the

game Lasker-Tarrasch/St Petersburg 1914! 13.N b3   (13.cxd4 N xd4 14.N

 xd4 Q x d4 15.Q e2 R a d8 16.N f3 Q c4 17.B e3 Q x e2 18.R x e2 B c4

 19.R d2 N e6³  ½–½ Georgiev,K-Piket,J/Biel 1993/CBM 37 (43) )   13...dxc3

14.b x c3 Q x d1 15.R x d1 N a4!N This move did not appear in practice

before, but was already pointed out by GM V.MiK halevski in his comments

to the game Giaccio-Sorin (see below).  (15...R f d8 16.B g5 R x d1+ 17.R x

 d1 N xb3 18.a x b3 R d8 19.R x d8+ b x d8 20.b x d8 N xd8 21.b4 B d5 22.N

 d4 g6  ½–½ Giaccio,A-Sorin,A/Vil a  Gisell   1998/CBM  64  [MiK  halevski,V]

(22) ; 15...R a d8 16.B g5 R x d1+ 17.R x d1 N a4 18.N a5 N xa5 19.b x e7 R

 e8 20.N g5 N xc3 21.b x h7+ K h8 22.R d3 N d5 23.B c5 g6 24.N xe6 R x e6

 25.R x d5 Kxh7 26.f4²  1–0 Anand,V-Korneev,O/Vil arrobledo rapid 1998/EXT

99 (53) )  16.B d2  (16.NB d4 N xd4 17.cxd4 N c3 18.R d2 R f d8 19.B b3 c5! 

 ³)  16...R f d8 17.NB d4  (17.B e4 B d5³)  17...N xd4 18.N xd4? After this move

White's position could hardly be saved. (Stronger was 18.cxd4 N b2 19.R e1

 (19.Rdc1 N c4µ)   19...N c4 20.B e4 keeping a slightly worse, but playable

position.) 18...N b2µ 0–1 Pavlovic,M-Ernst,S/Wijk aan Zee 2004/CBM 99/

[Postny] (51)]

11...f5 12.N d4  [After Black has moved his f-pawn to f5, White has got a

possibility to attack the light-squared bishop on e6, thus, forcing black to

take on d4, that would strengthen White's centre.]

[12.exf6 is considered as a more principled continuation: 12...N x f6 13.N b3

B g4 14.Q d3 Q d7 15.a4N A logical move, putting pressure on Black's

queenside pawns.  (15.NB d4 N xd4 16.cxd4 b x f3 17.Q x f3 g6 18.B h6 R

 f7   19.R   a   e1   N   g4   20.Q   h3   B   f6   21.B   e3   c6   22.B   d1  ½–½   Rohde,M-

Kortschnoj,V/Beersheba   1987/CBM  05  (22) )   15...b   x  a4?!  There   was   no

reason   to   spoil   the   pawn-structure   right   away.  ( Possible   improvement   is

 15...B d6)  16.NB d4! (16.R x a4? b x f3  (16...N e5?? 17.N xe5 Q x a4 18.N

 d4 Q e8 19.N xg4+–)  17.Q x f3 N e5µ) 16...N xd4 17.N xd4 a3  (17...c5 18.b

 x a4 Q c7 19.N f5²)  18.b4 B h5 19.Q f5!² 1–0 Shirov,A-Kortschnoj,V/Plovdiv

2003/CBM 98/[Postny,E] (29)]

12...N xd4 13.cxd4 Q d7!? [A rare continuation, whose goal is to connect

the rooks. Black's plan is quite simple: to coordinate his pieces in the centre

with the fol owing attack of White's centre with the advance c7–c5 and a

possible attack on the kingside.]

[More popular is 13...c5 14.dxc5 N xd2 15.b x d2 b x c5 16.B b3!  After

spending about an hour I made a move which I didn't like from the very

beginning, but remembered that it was played in a number of games. 16...Q

b6?!  Now Black  wil  also have a problem with the dark-squared bishop. 

 (16...Q   d7!?  Probably   the   best   defense   which   was   demonstrated   by

Hjartarson in the fol owing game.  17.R c1 Rfc8! 18.B c3 a5 19.a3 B b6 20.R

 c2 a4 21.B a2 d4!  This nice pawn's sacrifice leads to an equal endgame

with bishops of opposite colours.  22.b x d4 b x a2 23.b x b6 Q x d1 24.R x

 c8+ R x c8 25.R x d1 B b3 26.R e1 K f7 27.h3 K e6 28.B a5 R c2 29.B c3

 g5  ½–½ Ivanchuk,V-Hjartarson,J/Tilburg 1989/CBM 15 (29) )   17.Q f3² 1–0

Spraggett,K-MiK   halevski,V/Kapuskasing   2004/CBM   101   ext/[MiK

halevski,V] (30)]

14.N b3 [14.f3 compromises White's kingside too much: 14...N xd2 15.b x

d2 c5„]

14...a5! [emphasizing a bacK ground of White's previous move.]

15.B d2?N  [An unsuccessful novelty, that allows Black to get an obvious

space advantage, while White's plans are not so clear...]

[In preceding game White continued 15.f3 a4   (15...N g5 16.N c5 b x c5

 17.dxc5²)  16.fxe4 a x b3 17.b x b3 fxe4 18.R x f8+ R x f8 19.B e3= ½–½

Lein,A-Tarjan,J/Mentor 1977/MCL (25)]

15...a4 16.N c1 f4! [occupying some space on the kingside, thus, limiting

the possibilities of White's pieces.]

17.f3 N xd2 18.Q x d2 c5! [After White has played f2–f3, the dark squares

in his camp become very vulnerable.]

19.N   e2  [Worse   is   19.dxc5   b   x   c5+   20.K   h1   B   e3   with   Black's   total

domination.]

19...c4µ [Black has a space advantage, especial y on the queenside, as wel

as a bishop's pair. Al  these factors promise Black an obvious advantage.]

20.g3 [trying to create some counterplay.]

20...B g5 [Worth consideration: 20...B h3 21.R f2 fxg3 22.hxg3 b4 23.N f4 B

g5 24.R h2 b x f4 25.gxf4 B f5µ]

21.gxf4 B h6 22.b3 [preparing to open the b-file for the queenside rook.]

22...R f7 [intending to add the rooks along the f-file fol owed by capturing on

f4.]

[Worse is 22...B f5 23.b x c4 b x c4 24.R a b1 b x c2 25.Q x c2÷]

23.b x c4 b x c4 24.R a b1 R a f8 25.R b6 b x f4 26.N xf4 R x f4 27.R b8

[Changing one pair of rooks.]

[27.b x a4 leads to unpleasant position for White as wel : 27...Q f7  (27...Q x

 a4? 28.R x e6 Q a7 29.R d6 R x d4 30.Q f2 R a8³)  28.B d1 B h3 29.R f2

 (29.R e1 R x f3–+)  29...Q a7µ]

27...R x b8 [But not 27...R x f3?? 28.R x f8+ R x f8 29.b x h7++–]

28.Q x f4 R b2 29.R f2 a3µ  [/–+. Black's rook has invaded into White's

camp and the pawns a3 and c4 are very dangerous for White. That's why

Black's position is close to victory.]

[29...R x a2?? 30.b x h7+±]

30.Q g5 g6? [After this move Black's position is stil  winning, but, White gets

excel ent survival chances. Black's idea was to take the h7 pawn, but White

has prepared a surprise for him...]

[30...B h3 deserves attention: 31.R e2 g6 32.e6?! b x e6 33.Q f6 Q f7–+]

31.h4! [preparing to attack Black's king residence with the advance h4–h5, 

as well as liberating the square h2  for the monarch.]

31...R x a2? [throwing away his advantage.]

[Right was 31...Q g7! 32.R g2  (32.B a4 h6µ)  32...R x a2 33.h5 R a1+ 34.K

h2 Q f8 35.Q h4  (35.hxg6 h6 36.Q h4 K g7–+; 35.b x g6 hxg6 36.Q x g6+ K

 h8 37.Q x e6 Q f4+ 38.R g3 Q h4+–+)   35...g5!!  (35...a2 36.hxg6 R h1+

 37.Kxh1 a1Q+ 38.K h2+–)  36.R x g5+ K h8 37.R g6 a2–+]

32.b x g6! R x f2 [32...R a1+ doesn't change anything: 33.K h2 Now we see

the importance of White's 31.h4!  (33.B b1+?? Q g7–+)  33...hxg6  (33...K h8

 34.R g2+–)  34.Q x g6+ K f8 35.R g2 Q f7 36.Q h6+ K e8 37.R g7 Q f5 38.Q

h8+ Q f8 39.Q h6 Q f5=]

33.Kxf2 hxg6 [33...h6 doesn't change the evaluation of the game. 34.B f7+

 (34.Q x h6 a2 35.B h7+ Q x h7 36.Q x e6+=)  34...Kxf7 35.Q f6+ K g8  (35...K

 e8 36.Q h8+=)   36.Q g6+ K h8   (36...Q g7 37.Q x e6+=)   37.Q x h6+ Q h7

38.Q f6+ Q g7 39.Q x e6 a2 40.Q a6=]

34.Q x g6+ K f8 35.Q h6+ K g8 [A disappointing game for Ivan Sokolov.]

½–½

 (80) Karjakin,Sergey (2678) - Beliavsky,Alexander G (2653) [C92]

Amsterdam NH Hotels 2nd Amsterdam (10), 01.09.2007

 [Stohl,I]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 d6

8.c3 0–0 9.h3 B b7 10.d4 R e8 11.a4 [Usually White plays 11.NB d2 first. 

The text-move requires an accurate reaction from Black.]

11...B f8?! [This doesn't seem ideal, as it allows White to profit from the

difference between 11.?B d2 and 11.a4 - he gets a chance to deploy his ?b1

more effectively, than via the usual d2–square.]

[11...N a5 12.B c2 B f8  (12...c5!?)  13.dxe5!? dxe5 14.Q x d8 Rexd8 15.NB

d2 N d7?!  (¹15...N c6 16.b4²)  16.b4 N c4  (16...N c6 17.B b3?)  17.N xc4 b x

c4 18.B e3 a5 19.b5 f6 20.N d2 N b6 21.N xc4! N xc4 22.B b3 B x e4 23.b x

c4+ B d5 24.b x d5+ R x d5 25.R e d1 R a d8 26.R x d5 R x d5 27.K f1 K f7

28.K   e2   K   e6   29.c4   R   d8   30.c5±   Tseshkovsky,V   (2595)-Romanishin,O

(2580)/Tashkent/1980/; 11...Q c8N 12.N g5 N d8 13.B c2 B f8 14.N d2 c6

15.b4 N e6  (15...a5!?  gives Black more chances to obtain sufficient ?.  )  16.N

b3 N d7 17.N a5 N xg5 18.b x g5 Q c7 19.N xb7 White exchanges the ?, 

before it gets a chance to retreat. 19...Q x b7 20.B b3 N b6 21.a x b5 a x b5

22.R x a8 R x a8 23.dxe5!? This simple solution increases the strength of

the ?, especially the unopposed ?b3. 23...dxe5 24.Q e2 B e7 25.B e3 g6

26.g3!   N   d7  27.f4   exf4  28.gxf4   Q  c7   29.e5?   Karjakin,S   (2678)-Nikolic,P

(2646)/Amsterdam/2007/;   However,   in   Amsterdam   we   didn't   see,   what

Karjakin   had  in   mind   against   the  reputedly  strongest   ¹11...h6!   12.NB   d2

(12.d5 leads to less explored positions, which were topical almost 25 years

ago. White can hardly get an edge after 12...N a5 13.B a2   (13.B c2 c6

 14.dxc6 N xc6 15.NB d2 B f8 16.Q e2 b4 17.N c4 b x c3 18.b x c3 N a5

 19.R b1 R b8 20.B e3 N xc4 21.Q x c4 R c8 22.Q f1 Q d7 23.B d2 B c6

 24.Q x a6 R a8 25.Q d3 b x a4 26.c4=   1/2,Lerner,K (2475)-Razuvaev,Y

(2470)/Frunze/1979/ )   13...c6 14.N a3   (14.dxc6 b x c6 15.b4 N c4÷  /? is

harmless   and  already  White   must   play  with   care.  )   14...Q   c7!?  ( Possibly

even  14...cxd5  holds the balance after  15.exd5 Q d7 16.b4 N c4 17.N xc4 b

 x c4 18.b x c4 R e c8 19.Q b3 R c7 20.B e2 b x d5 21.c4 B e6 22.B e3 d5!? 

 23.N   xe5   Q   d6   24.B   f4   Q   x   b4„   Velimirovic,D   (2530)-Smagin,S

(2540)/Zenica/1989/ )  15.N h4  (15.b4 N c4 16.N xc4 b x c4 17.dxc6 b x c6

 18.N d2 d5 19.Q e2 R a c8 20.exd5 b x d5 21.B b1 e4 22.N x e4 B x e4

 23.B   x  e4  b  x  b4  24.cxb4    25.Q   f1  Q  b7³   R   a  chels,S   (2385)-Ivanov,A

(2460)/USA/1989/ )  15...cxd5 16.exd5 N c4 17.a x b5 (17.N f5 b x d5 18.a x

b5 a x b5 19.N xb5 Q c6!  (19...Q d7 20.N xe7+ R x e7 21.b3 R x a2 22.R x

 a2 Q x b5 23.b x c4 Q x c4 24.R d2 Q x c3 25.R e3 Q c6 26.R e d3 R c7

 27.B b2 Q b6 28.K h2 R c4 29.B a3 Q a6 30.Q b3 Q c6 31.f3 e4 32.fxe4 B

 e6   33.R   x   d6   Q   x   e4²  /=,Ljubojevic,L   (2605)-Karpov,A   (2725)/Luzern

olm/1982/ )  20.NB d4 Q d7 

a) 20...exd4!? 21.N xe7+ R x e7 22.R x e7 dxc3 23.b x c3 b x g2°; 

b) 20...Q c8 

21.b3 B f8! 22.b x c4 b x c4 23.b x c4 R x a1 24.B b5 exd4 25.b x e8 Q x f5

 (25...dxc3!?³)   26.cxd4 d5?; 21.b x c4 R x a1 22.B b5 Q b7?!  (¹22...Q d8)

23.b x e8 N xe8 24.N c2 B b3 25.N x h6+! K f8 26.N f5 K g8 27.Q e2 R a8

28.Ncd4   B   f6   29.N   xb3   Q   x  b3   30.Q   d1²   /?,Kapic,I-Florian,T/corr/1982/)

17...N xa3 18.b x a3 a x b5 19.N f5 B c8 20.N xe7+ Q x e7 21.c4 b x c4 22.b

x c4 B a6 23.B b3 R a b8  (23...N d7? 24.B a4 R e c8 25.B c6 R a7 26.B e3

 N   c5   27.R   b1   R   d8   28.Q   f3   B   c8   29.b   x   c5   dxc5   30.Q   c3   f6   31.f4±

Ivanovic,B-Smejkal,J/Sarajevo/1983/ )   24.B   d2  R  e  c8  ??c4?)  Now  Black

has   a   choice,   interesting   is   the   independent   12...exd4!?  (12...B   f8

transposes back to the main line of the Zaitsev system.  )  13.cxd4 N b4 14.a

x b5 

a) 14.Q e2 B f8 15.e5 dxe5  (15...B c6 16.a x b5 b x b5 17.Q d1 N fd5 18.N

 e4 c6 19.N c3 R b8 20.N xb5 a x b5 21.exd6 b x d6 22.B d2 Q c7 23.Q b1 Q

 d7 24.N e5 b x e5 25.R x e5 R x e5 26.dxe5 c5 27.Q e4 c4 28.B d1 N d3

 29.B g4 Q b7 30.Q d4 Q b6!=   Kasparov,G (2715)-Karpov,A (2705)/WCh

Moscow/1985/ )   16.dxe5   (16.N   xe5   B   d5=)   16...c5!?   17.a   x   b5   N   d3÷

Morgado; 

b) 14.d5 c5 15.dxc6 N xc6 16.N f1 B f8 17.N g3 N e5 18.N d4 d5 19.f4 N c4

20.e5 N e4 21.N x e4 dxe4 22.b x c4 b x c4 23.B e3 Tseshkovsky,V (2505)-

Ivanov,A/USSR/1984/ 23...f6!? 24.e6 f5÷ A.Ivanov; 

14...a x b5 15.R x a8 Q x a8 16.e5 N h5! 17.e6  (17.N f1 b x f3 18.gxf3 c5

 19.exd6 b x d6 20.R x e8+ Q x e8 21.dxc5 b x c5 22.B e3=; 17.g3?! c5 18.Q

 e2 c4 19.exd6 N f6! 20.dxe7 cxb3 21.K h2 N c2 22.R d1 Q a4 23.Q e5 Q

 b4µ   Claridge,J-Morgado,JS/corr/2005 )   17...f5!   18.N   b1   N   f6   (18...c5!?÷

seems more logical )  19.N h4 B e4 20.N c3 c5 21.f3 B d3 22.N g6 Q b7 23.N

a2 N xa2 24.b x a2 c4 25.N f4 Q a7 26.N xd3 Q x a2„ Van Dijk,H (2261)-

Reis,A/ICCF Email/2001/]

12.B g5! [Here this sortie is surprisingly effective.]

[Karjakin's choice is clear-cut, but White has another promising alternative:

12.d5 N a5 13.B a2 c6 14.N a3 cxd5  (14...Q c7 15.B g5!? - compare with

the above note! This is one of the reasons, why 11...h6! is more useful, than

11...?f8.  )  15.exd5 Q d7 16.b4  (16.a x b5 a x b5 17.B g5 e4 18.N h2²)  16...N

c4 17.N xc4 b x c4 18.b x c4 e4 19.N d4 b x d5 20.b x d5 N xd5 21.Q b3 Q

b7 22.B d2 g6 23.c4² Velimirovic,D (2520)-Nikolic,P (2510)/Vrsac/1981/]

12...h6 [After 12...N a5 White can even play the direct and violent 13.a x b5

 (13.B   c2   h6   14.b   x   f6   Q   x   f6   15.N   a3!??  is   Murey's   interesting

reccomendation. 

 15...exd4 16.a x b5! dxc3 17.b4±)  13...a x b5 14.R x a5!? R x a5 15.dxe5

dxe5 16.Q x d8 R x d8 17.N xe5 B x e4 18.N xf7 B d5 19.N xd8 b x b3 20.N

d2 B d5 Shirov,A (2690)-Piket,J (2570)/Monte Carlo blind rpd/1996/ 21.N

e6²]

13.b x f6 Q x f6 14.B d5 R a b8 [14...R e b8!? is perhaps somewhat better, 

as now White can profit from the ?a. 15.a x b5 a x b5 16.R x a8 b x a8 17.N

a3 exd4 18.cxd4 N a7 19.b x a8 R x a8 20.Q b3 c5   (¹20...c6!?)   21.Q d5±

Murey,J-Kudrin,S/New York/1982/]

15.a x  b5  a x b5 16.N  a3  [Just  as  in  the  above  notes,  even here  this

untypical development to the rim causes Black serious problems.]

16...N e7 [16...exd4 17.cxd4 N b4 18.b x b7 R x b7 19.d5! 

19...Q x b2 20.N d4?; Black's move al ows White an advantageous central

blockade, but even 16...b4 17.N c4? is unpleasant: 17...b x c3 18.b x c3

exd4? 19.Q a4!+–]

17.b x b7 R x b7 18.d5!? [With  this move White starts the strategy of

limiting Black's ?f8, which wil  culminate in the final phase of this model

game.]

[18.N c2 exd4 19.cxd4 N g6  (19...c5 20.R a6; 19...c6!?²)  20.N b4 c5 21.N d5

Q d8 22.Q b3? Rowson,J (2400)-Al ahverdiev,A (2290)/EUChJ Holon/1995/]

18...R e b8 [18...b4 19.N c2 b x c3 20.b x c3 ??b4 20...c6 21.dxc6± leads to


a position, similar to the one which arose later in the game.; 18...g6 19.Q d3

R e b8 20.N c2 Q g7 De Vleeschauwer,R-Garcia Poesson,T/corr/1987/ 21.N

b4±]

19.N c2 c6  [Beliavsky doesn't want to al ow ?b4 and seeks ?, but on the

other hand his choice creates new × (d6,d5).]

20.dxc6 N xc6 21.N e3± Q e6 22.Q d3 Q d7 23.R e d1 [23.b4!?± deserves

attention as wel , fixing the ×b5.]

23...R a7 24.N d5 b4 25.N d2 [25.c4!? was also playable, but Karjakin sees

no need to change the character of the position.]

25...b x c3 26.b x c3 R x a1 27.R x a1 N d8 28.N c4 Q b5 29.R a5! Q b7

[29...Q b1+ leads to an ?, but after 30.Q x b1 R x b1+ 31.K h2 ??a8 31...R

b8 32.R a6 N e6 33.f3 N c5 34.R c6 R d8 35.g4± Black can hardly move, 

while White has time and means to improve his position.]

30.R a4 N e6 31.R b4 Q a7 32.g3 [White is in no hurry and first improves

the position of his ?, but 32.Q b1!?? is more direct and promising.]

32...R a8 33.K g2 Q a1 34.Ncb6 N c5 [Also keeping the ? active with 34...R

a7!? seems playable, as 35.N c8 R a8 36.Nce7+ b x e7 37.N xe7+ K h7

38.Q f3 Q a2!² is unconvincing - White must have something concrete if he

agrees to swap the poor ?f8.]

35.Q f3 R d8 [35...R b8!? 

36.N c4 R x b4 37.cxb4 Q d4!„]

36.h4 Q e1?! [On the other hand, now patience was indicated. This active

sortie helps White, after]

[¹36...Q a2² ??c2,?d3 Karjakin would have to show, how he intends to break

down Black's defences.]

37.N a4! [Exchanges Black's most active piece and threatens to penetrate

with the ? to the 7–th (or possibly 8–th) rank.]

37...R a8 38.N xc5 R a1™ [38...dxc5? 39.R b7 f6 40.Q f5+–]

39.K h3 dxc5 40.R b7 [40.R b8 g6  (40...R a7 41.K h2 f6 42.K g2!‚ 

 42...R a1? 43.N x f6+! gxf6 44.Q g4+ K f7 45.R b7+ B e7 46.Q h5+ K e6

 47.Q f5+ K f7 48.Q h7++–)  41.h5!?±]

40...Q h1+™ [Otherwise White's ? breaks through]

41.Q x h1 R x h1+ 42.K g2 R a1?! [Black final y succumbs to the relentless

pressure.]

[¹42...R e1! 43.K f3 (43.R b8 f6   (43...g6? 44.R e8)   44.K f3 h5 is similar.)

43...h5± wins an important tempo.]

43.R b8 [??e7+–]

43...g6  [¹43...f6 or; ¹43...R a7± /+– at least doesn't lose material, although

the ? is very unpleasant, most probably even objectively lost. White plays

44.h5 and penetrates with his ? via the light squares, this in combination

with f4 should win in the long run.]

44.R e8 h5 45.R x e5+– [White has a an extra ? and a huge centralized ? -

the rest is a matter of technique.]

45...R a8 46.R e8! R a7 [46...R x e8 47.N f6+ K g7 48.N xe8+ K h6 49.f4+–]

47.e5 K g7 48.K f3 c4 49.R c8 R a5 50.R d8 [50.K e4 B c5 51.N e3! b x e3

52.fxe3+–]

50...B c5 51.N f6 B e7 [51...R a3 52.g4 hxg4+  (52...R x c3+ 53.K f4 hxg4

 54.R g8+ K h6 55.N xg4+ K h7 56.N f6+ K h6 57.R h8+ K g7 58.R h7+ K f8

 59.K g5! K e7™ 60.N d5++–)   53.Kxg4 B f8 54.h5 gxh5+ 55.N xh5+ K g8

56.N f6+ K g7 57.N d7 R x c3  (57...B e7 58.R e8+–)  58.N xf8 R d3 59.R x

d3!? cxd3 60.K f3 Kxf8 61.K e3+–]

52.R g8+ K h6 53.K e4 b x f6 [53...R a2 54.N e8! ??h8# 54...g5  (54...K h7

 55.R g7++–)  55.hxg5+ b x g5 56.f4 B e7 57.K f5+–]

54.exf6 K h7 [54...g5 55.hxg5+ R x g5 56.R x g5 Kxg5 57.K e5 K g4  (57...K

 g6 58.f4+–)  58.K d6 K f3 59.K e7+–]

55.R g7+ K h6 56.R x f7 R a2 57.f4

1–0

 (81) Naiditsch,Arkadij (2678) - Sargissian,Gabriel (2642) [C89]

EU-Cup 24th Kallithea (5), 21.10.2008

 [Stohl,I]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.c3 d5 9.exd5 N xd5 10.N xe5 N xe5 11.R x e5 c6 12.d4 B d6 13.R e1

Q h4 14.g3 Q h3 15.B e3 [Lately, White has increasingly often been seeking

new ideas in the classical Marshal  line, played and analysed already in the

1960s.]

[After 15.Q e2 B g4 Black seems to be holding his own, one recent example

is 16.Q f1 R a e8 17.Q x h3 R x e1+ 18.Q f1 Rfe8 19.B d2 R x f1+ 20.Kxf1 B

f5 21.N a3 B d3+ 22.K g2 R e2 23.R d1 b x a3 24.b x a3 B e4+ 25.K f1 B d3

26.K g1 N b6 27.B f4 B c4 28.b x c4 N xc4 29.d5 cxd5 30.R x d5 R e8 31.K

g2   h6   32.a4   N   b6=   Balogh,C   (2624)-Almasi,Z   (2668)/HUN-ch

Nyiregyhaza/2008/]

15...B g4 16.Q d3 R a e8 17.N d2 R e6 [An attempt to avoid the fol owing

line with]

[17...Q h5 has lately been met by 18.B c2 f5   (18...c5!?)   19.f3!  and now:

More generous is 19...B h3 (19...b x f3 20.N xf3 Q x f3 21.B d2 Q x d3 22.b x

d3 f4 23.R x e8 R x e8 24.K f2! fxg3+ 25.hxg3 c5 26.c4 N b6 27.cxb5 c4

28.B f1 a x b5?!  (28...R f8+ 29.K g2 a x b5 30.B e2²)  29.B g2 R f8+ 30.B f3

B e7 31.B a5 N a4 32.b3 B f6 33.K g2 b x d4?  (33...N b2™±)  34.R f1!+–

Ponomariov,R (2718)-Leko,P (2741)/Moscow/2008/) 20.B f2 Q g6!?  (‹20...Q

 g5 21.R x e8 R x e8 22.R e1 R x e1+ 23.b x e1 h5 24.Q e2! h4? 25.Q e6+ K

 h7 26.N f1! b x f1 27.b x f5+ g6 28.Q f7+ K h6 29.B d2! B f4 30.Q f8+ K h7

 31.B   e6   1–0,Sutovsky,E   (2651)-Heimann,A   (2428)/ECC   Kallithea/2008/ )

21.R x e8 R x e8 22.R e1 R x e1+ 23.b x e1 h5 24.B b3 K h7 25.B f2  (25.N

 f1  was subsequently suggested by Ponomariov, but  25...h4°  seems similar.  )

25...N f4 26.Q e3 h4 27.N f1 N d5 28.Q d3 N f4 29.Q e3 N d5 30.Q d3 N f4

31.Q   e3   1/2,Ponomariov,R   (2718)-Gustafsson,J   (2620)/ESP-chT   Cala

Mayor/2008/]

18.Q  f1!? [A new  wrinkle,   which  came   into  the  limelight   after  Kramnik's

pretty win against Aronian last year.]

[For   the   older   18.a4   Q   h5   19.a   x  b5   a   x  b5   20.N   f1   see   my  notes   to

Gashimov-Shirov, Poikovsky 2008 in CBM 125. There I suggested that the

more accurate 20...B f5!?° holds the balance.]

18...Q h5 19.f3 R f6 [Black decides to avoid simplification for the time being

and pursue his initiative. However, Naiditsch wil  pinpoint the drawback of

the text move. Other tries are:]

[19...B f5 20.N e4 B x e4 21.fxe4  22.B d1!?N  (22.B f2 Rfe8 23.  24.R e1 Q

 g6 25. Q x e4 26.Q e1 Q x e1+ 27.b x e1 N e3 28.B d2 N c4 29.B c1 f5 30.B

 c2   g6   31.K   g2   K   f7   32.K   f3   K   e6=  /?,Perelshteyn,E   (2531)-Onischuk,A

(2663)/USA-ch   Stillwater/2007/   Here   Black   achieved   a   better   version   of

the   ?   from   Ponomarjov-Leko   above   and   held   the   game   without   undue

exertion.  )  22...Q g6 23.B c2 f5  (23...b x g3 24.B x e4 Q x e4 25.B f2 b x f2+

 26.Q   x   f2±)   24.B   d2!  (24.B   x   e4   fxe4°  ??f3 )   24...R   g4   ( Possibly  more

reasonable was the modest  24...R x e1 25.R x e1²)  25.R e2 R f6?!  (25...Q

 h5 

f4  26.B d1!? ög4 )  26.R a e1? ?e 26...Q f7 27.R e8+ B f8 28.R d8 R e4 29.B

x   e4   fxe4   30.Q   g2   e3   31.b   x   e3   Q   e7   32.R   x   d5+–   Bacrot,E   (2705)-

Jakovenko,D (2737)/ECC Kallithea/2008/; 19...N xe3 20.Q f2 N d5 21.fxg4

Q x g4 22.Q f3 Q g6!? 

a) 22...Q x f3 23.N xf3 h6  (23...Rfe8 24.R x e6 R x e6 25.a4²  Marin )  24.R x

e6 fxe6 25.N d2 a5 26.a4 b4 27.c4 N c7 28.B c2 c5 29.N e4? Naiditsch,A

(2665)-Ivanisevic,I (2664)/SRB-chT Subotica/2008/; 

b) 22...Q g5 23.R x e6 fxe6 24.N e4 Q g6 A more recent try is 25.Q d3!? 

(25.Q e2 B f4 (25...N f4 26.Q c2 N h3+?  (26...B e7²)  27.K g2 Q g4 28.b x

e6+! Q x e6 29.Q b3! N f4+ 30.gxf4 Q x b3 31.a x b3 b x f4 32.R x a6+–

Kramnik,V (2772)-Aronian,L (2759)/Yerevan m rpd/2007/) 26.K h1 B e3 27.B

c2 e5   (27...Q f5!?„)  28.dxe5 Q e6 29.B b3 B b6 30.N g5 Q g6 31.h4 R f2

32.Q g4 h6 33.Q c8+ R f8 34.Q e6+ Q x e6 35.N xe6² Pushkarev,D (2369)-

Matvienko,I (2247)/K hanty Mansyisk/2007/) 25...B e7 26.R e1 Q f5 27.Q e2

e5 28.dxe5 Q x e5 29.N d2 Q x e2  (29...B c5+!? 30.K h1 Q x e2 31.R x e2 R

 f2 32.R x f2 b x f2 33.N f3 K f8 34.N e5 N e7 35.K g2 B a7² /= )  30.R x e2 R

e8 31.K f1 K f8 32.R e6 R d8 33.N f3 R d6 34.N d4 b4 35.R x d6 b x d6 36.b

x  d5  cxd5  37.cxb4 b  x  b4  38.N  e6+   K   f7  39.N   c7±   Naiditsch,A (2678)-

Onischuk,A (2644)/ECC Kallithea/2008/; 

23.R x e6 Q x e6  (23...fxe6 24.Q e4 b x g3 25.Q x g6 B f2+ 26.K g2 hxg6

 27.N f3 B e3 28.R e1 B h6 29.N e5²)  24.Q e4 R e8 25.R e1 1/2,Kalinin,A

(2568)-Moll,R (2492)/corr/2007/ 25...Q x e4 26.N x e4 K f8= /? is mentioned

already by Marin in his notes to Kramnik's game as only symbolically worse -

with reasonable care Black should be able to hold and this seems to be his

best option.]

20.Q g2!N  [A novelty, which is however strongly advocated by Rybka and

typical for the whole 18.?f1!? line - White strives to quench Black's ? by

returning the extra ? in order to simplify the position.]

[20.Q e2?! is not ideal, as after 20...b x f3 21.N xf3 R x f3 White was almost

forced to play the undesirable 22.b x d5  (22.B f2? ??d1  22...N f4! 23.gxf4 b

 x f4‚; 22.B d1? b x g3µ)  22...Q x d5 23.B f2 R f6 24.b3 Q f5 25.R a d1 h5

26.R d3 h4 27.R e3 R g6? Anand,V (2798)-Ivanchuk,V (2781)/Bilbao/2008/; 

20.B d1 R e8 21.B f4 R x e1 22.Q x e1 R e6 23.B e5 B h3!?  (23...b x e5

 24.dxe5 B f5 25.f4±  Becker,M-Henao,L/corr/1995/ is possibly the first game

with the 18.?f1 and 19.f3 idea.  )  24.Q f2  (24.f4 Q h6 25.Q f2 B f8!?÷)  24...b x

e5 25.f4 b x d4 26.b x h5 b x f2+ 27.Kxf2 N f6 28.B f3 K f8 29.R e1 R d6=

Jakovenko,D (2710)-Svidler,P (2732)/RUS-ch Moscow/2007/]

20...B h3 [20...b x f3 21.N xf3 Q x f3 22.Q x f3  (22.B g5²)  22...R x f3 23.B

d2² /? is once again the typical pleasant ? - White has a ?, the ?e and

chances to play on the ? with a4.]

21.Q f2 [??d1,?e4]

21...B f5 [21...R e8?! 22.b x d5! cxd5 23.B f4±; 21...B d7? 22.N e4! R x f3

23.B d1+–]

22.a4 B d3 23.a x b5 a x b5 24.Q g2 [??e4 Only four moves after White's

novelty Black has little to show in the way of compensation.]

24...B b8 25.g4! Q g6 26.b x d5 cxd5 27.N b3± h5 [27...b4 28.cxb4 R b6

29.N c5± 

29...R x b4? 30.Q d2+–]

28.g5 R e6 29.N c5 R e7 30.Q d2 B c2 [30...B f5 31.B f4 R x e1+ 32.R x e1

f6!?±]

31.B f4 [Further simplification is inevitable.]

31...b x f4 32.Q x f4 R x e1+ 33.R x e1 f6 34.N d7!? [Stil  aims for the ?.]

[White spurns any plausible, but more complex alternatives such as 34.N e6

R e8 35.K f2 B f5 36.N c7 

36...R x e1 37.Kxe1 fxg5 38.Q e5±; 34.R e7 fxg5 35.Q e5?]

34...R e8 [34...R d8 35.Q c7  (35.R e7 B f5!  is less convincing )  35...Q x g5+

36.K h1 R a8 37.N b6 R f8 38.R g1+– ?]

35.R x e8+ Q x e8 36.Q b8! Q x b8 37.N xb8 fxg5 38.N a6 B b3 [38...K f7

39.N c7±]

39.N c7 B c4 40.N e6 g4 [40...K f7 41.N xg5+ K f6 42.h4±]

41.fxg4 hxg4 42.K f2 K f7 43.N c5 [

b3]

43...b4  [43...B  a2 44.K  g3 K  e7 45.Kxg4 B  b1± /+– was more resilient, 

although the extra ? and better ? should suffice for a technical win in the

end. Now White's task is far easier.]

44.cxb4 K f6 45.N a4!+– [??c3, ?b4, ×g4]

45...K e6 46.N c3 B d3 47.K g3 B f5 48.K f4 g6 49.b5 K d6 50.b6 [50.K

g5+–; 50.b6 B e6  (50...K c6 51.N xd5+–; 50...B c8 51.N b5++–)  51.b7 K c7

52.N a4+– ??c5]

1–0

 (82) Karjakin,Sergey (2678) - Carlsen,Magnus (2690) [C83]

Corus Wijk aan Zee (12), 27.01.2007

 [Ftacnik,L]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 B e7 10.c3 0–0 11.B c2 f5 12.N b3 Q d7 13.NB d4 N

xd4 14.N xd4 c5 15.N xe6 Q x e6 16.f3 N g5 17.a4 R a d8 18.a x b5 a x b5

19.b x g5 b x g5 20.f4 B e7 21.K h1 [The two youngest participants have

courageously   entered   the   discussion   of   the   position,   that   became   very

topical lately.]

21...K h8 [21...c4 22.Q d4 Q c6 23.b4! cxb3 24.b x b3 K h8 25.R a5 R c8

26.b   x  d5   Q   x  c3   27.Q   x  c3   R   x  c3   28.R   x  b5   1/2   Volokitin,A (2660)-

Harikrishna,P (2680)/Foros 2006/ (90); 21...Q b6 22.b3  (22.Q f3 d4 23.cxd4

1/2 Fedorov,A (2614)-Atalik,S (2632)/Malmo 2006/ )  22...d4 23.c4 b x c4 24.b

x c4 Q b7 25.B d3 1/2 Karjakin,S  (2672)-Fressinet,L (2640)/Cap d'Agde

2006/ (44)]

22.Q d3 [22.R a7 d4 23.cxd4 R x d4 24.Q f3 R d2 25.R f2 R d7 26.R x d7 Q

x d7 27.h3 c4 28.g4 g6 29.gxf5 1/2 Polgar,S (2480)-Unzicker,W (2460)/Bad

Homburg 1996/]

22...Q   b6  [Carlsen   had   a   direct   experience   from   the   game   against

Krasenkow.   Leading   white   pieces   he   had   developed   really   dangerous

attack. ]

[22...Q c6 23.R f d1 c4  (23...d4 24.c4)  24.Q f3 g6  (24...b4 25.cxb4 b x b4

 26.R d4 B c5? 27.R x c4)  25.b4 R d7 26.Q e3 R a8 27.Q d4 Rdd8 28.g4 R x

a1 29.R x a1 R a8 30.R g1 B d8 31.e6+ K g8 32.gxf5 B b6 33.Q e5 b x g1

34.fxg6   hxg6   35.b   x   g6   B   b6   1/2   Carlsen,M   (2646)-Krasenkow,M

(2650)/Tromsoe 2006/ (44)]

23.g4 c4  [23...d4 24.gxf5 c4 25.Q e4 d3 26.B d1 Q h6 27.R a7 B c5 1/2

Fedorov,A (2617)-Delchev,A (2628)/Predeal 2006/ (38)]

24.Q h3 Q c6 [24...d4 25.b x f5 g6  (25...Q c6+ 26.Q g2)  26.B e4 Q e6 27.Q

g3±]

25.Q g2 [25.b x f5 g6 26.B c2  (26.B b1 d4+ 27.Q g2 Q x g2+ 28.Kxg2 d3°)

26...d4+ 27.Q g2  (27.K g1?? d3)  27...Q x g2+ 28.Kxg2 dxc3 29.b x c3 R d2+

30.R f2 R x f2+ 31.Kxf2 R x f4+=; 25.gxf5 d4+ 26.Q g2 Q x g2+ 27.Kxg2 d3

28.B d1 R x f5=]

25...fxg4 26.f5 B c5?! [The critical position of the whole game was asking

for the defender's ful  attention. It seems a bit absurd, that the best solution

layed in the advance of the pawn to the g3 squre.]

[26...Q   c7   27.f6!  (27.R   a   e1   d4)   27...gxf6   28.Q   x  g4   fxe5   (28...Q   x  e5

 29.Rfe1; 28...B c5 29.exf6 d4 30.B e4²)  29.b x h7! B g5  (29...Kxh7 30.Q h5+

 K g7 31.R g1+)   30.B g6 B h6 31.Q h5 Q g7 32.R g1+–; 26...g3! 27.R f3

 (27.hxg3 Q h6+ 28.Q h2 Q x h2+ 29.Kxh2 d4; 27.R a e1 Q h6 28.Q x g3 B

 h4µ; 27.f6 gxf6 28.b x h7 fxe5!; 27.Q x g3? d4+ 28.Q g2 Q x g2+ 29.Kxg2

 d3 30.B d1 R d5)  27...d4 28.cxd4 R x d4 29.R x g3 Q x g2+ 30.R x g2 R f

d8=]

27.Q x g4 Rde8 [27...d4+ 28.B e4 Q c7 29.f6 gxf6 30.exf6²]

28.f6! [28.R a e1 d4+ 29.B e4 Q c7 30.f6 R x e5 31.cxd4 b x d4 32.R d1

33.fxg7+ Q x g7 34.R x f8+ Q x f8 35.Q x e4 b x b2=]

28...gxf6 29.b x h7! R x e5 [29...Kxh7 30.Q h5+ K g7 31.R g1+ b x g1 32.R

x g1#]

30.B f5? [Karjakin pays back  to his opponent with the unexact solution. 

Most likely the fine idea 30.?g6! would have won.]

[30.B g6! Q b7  (30...d4+ 31.R f3 Q b7 32.R g1+–)  31.B f5! R f7  (31...d4+

 32.R f3 R x f5 33.Q x f5+–)  32.R f3 R g7 33.Q h3+! K g8 34.B e6++–]

30...R f7 [30...R g8 31.Q h5+ K g7 32.Q h7+ K f8 33.B d7!+–; 30...d4+ 31.R

f3 R g8 32.Q h5+  (32.Q h4+ K g7 33.B e4!  34.R g1+ K f7! 35.Q h7+ K e6

 36.R x f6+! Kxf6 37.Q h6+ K e7 38.Q x c6 R x g1+ 39.Kxg1 R e5=)  32...K g7

33.Q g6+ K f8 34.R a8+! Q x a8  (34...K e7?! 35.Q h7+ K d6 36.B e4!  37.Q

 x g8 R e8! 38.Q g3+ K d7 39.R x e8 Kxe8 40.Q g6+±)  35.Q x f6+ K e8 36.Q

x e5+ K d8 37.B g4!  (37.B e4?? Q a1+–+)  37...R f8!  (37...Q a1+? 38.K g2 R

 x g4+ 39.K h3 Q g1 40.Q b8++–; 37...R x g4 38.Q h8++–)  38.Q x c5 Q a1+

 (38...R x f3 39.Q x d4+ K e7 40.b x f3 Q x f3+ 41.K g1±)  39.K g2 Q x b2+

40.K g3 R x f3+ 41.b x f3 Q x c3 42.Q d6+±]

31.R a e1 [More troublesome for the defender was the move with the other

rook as the one on a1 was ready in a good firing location. ]

[31.R f3 R g7 32.R h3+ K g8 33.R a8+!  (33.Q h5? d4+ 34.Q f3 Q x f3+ 35.R

 x f3 d3–+; 33.Q f3 R e3–+)  33...Q x a8 34.B e6+ R x e6 (34...K f8 35.R h8+

K e7 36.Q x g7+ Kxe6 37.Q g4+!  (37.R x a8? R e1+ 38.K g2 R g1+–+)

37...K d6 38.R x a8 R e1+ 39.K g2 R g1+ 40.K f3 R x g4 41.Kxg4+–) 35.Q x

e6+ R f7 36.Q g4+ R g7 37.Q e6+ R f7; 31.Rfe1! d4+ 

a) 31...B b6 32.Q h5+ K g8 33.Q g6+ R g7  (33...K f8 34.R x e5)  34.B e6+! R

x e6  (34...Q x e6 35.R a8+)  35.R x e6 R x g6 36.R x c6+–; 

b) 31...R g7 32.Q h3+ K g8 33.R x e5 fxe5 34.B e6++–; 

32.B e4   (32...Q e6? 33.R a8++–)  33. d3 34.Q g2 R h7 35.R a e1 B f8 36.R

g1 Q d5²]

31...d4+ 32.B e4 Q e6 33.B f5 [33.Q h4+ K g7!  (33...K g8? 34.Q h6! B f8

 35.R g1+ B g7 36.R a1±)  34.R g1+ K f8 35.Q h8+ K e7 36.R g8 Q d7÷]

33...Q   c6+   34.B   e4  [Karjakin   decided   to   accept   the   draw   with   move

repetition as  the  continuation of  the attack   was  not promissing  concrete

results.]

34...Q e6 35.B f5 Q c6+

½–½

 (83) Polgar,Judit (2677) - Adams,Michael (2716) [C89]

Dos Hermanas 10th Dos Hermanas (6), 13.04.1999

 [Stohl,I]

1.e4 [Blatny,P]

1...e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 [Adams was one of the

main exponents of the Neo-ArK hangelsk with]

[5...b5 6.B b3 B c5!? However this line is under pressure nowadays, so he

returned to the more classical continuations.]

6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–0 8.c3 [Judit is not afraid of the Marshal !]

[8.a4 -C88;   Of the various anti-gambit attempts let us mention especially

8.h3!? as it was played by Kasparov himself. However, after 8...B b7 9.d3 d6

10.a3 N a5 11.B a2 c5 12.N c3 N c6 13.B g5 Q d7 14.N h2 N e8 15.B d2 N

c7 16.N f1 K h8 17.N g3 N d4 18.Nce2 Nde6 19.b4?! d5 20.b x c5 b x c5

21.B b4 Rfe8³ Kasparov,G-Adams,M/Linares/1999/ it was only White, who

had problems.]

8...d5! [This   move   appeared   for   the   first   time   in   1918   in   the   famous

Capablanca-Marshall game and is very much alive even nowadays. (As we

saw above, even Garri avoids it.)]

9.exd5 N xd5 10.N xe5 N xe5 11.R x e5 c6 [Marshal 's former idea]

[11...N f6 12.d4 B d6 13.R e1 N g4 14.h3 Q h4 15.Q f3 N xf2 16.B d2!±

hasn't survived the test of time, but it has been successfully replaced by the

positional continuation in the text.  (16.R e2!? B g4 17.hxg4 B h2+ 18.K f1 B

 g3 19.R x f2 Q h1+ 20.K e2 b x f2 21.B d2 B h4 22.Q h3 R a e8+ 23.K d3 Q

 f1+ 24.K c2 B f2 25.Q f3 Q g1 26.B d5 c5 27.dxc5 b x c5 28.b4 B d6 29.a4

 a5 30.a x b5 a x b4 31.R a6 b x c3 32.N xc3 B b4 33.b6 b x c3 34.b x c3 h6

 35.b7 R e3 36.b x f7+  1–0, Capablanca,J-Marshal ,F/New York/1918/ ) ]

12.d3 [Nowadays the most fashionable.]

[The declining popularity of 12.d4 has been caused amongst others by the

fact, that after 12...B d6 13.R e1 Q h4 14.g3 Q h3 15.B e3 B g4 16.Q d3 R a

e8 17.N d2 R e6 18.a4 Q h5! 19.a x b5 a x b5 it's not clear how White can

get any advantage. 20.N e4  (20.N f1 B f5!? 21.Q d2 Rfe8 22.B d1 Q g6 23.B

 f3 h5 24.Q d1 h4 25.B d2 R x e1 26.b x e1 B c2 27.Q c1 N f4°  Kruppa,Y-

Ginsburg,G/Simferopol/1990/ )   20...B f5! 21.B d2   22. N f6 23.f3 Q g6! ?? 

e4,?g3 24.Q f1 N x e4 25.fxe4 B x e4 26.B f4 B d3 27.Q f2 b x f4 28.Q x f4

h6 29.Q f2 R e8 30.R e1 R x e1+ 31.Q x e1 B e4 32.Q f2= ½,Svidler,P-

Kamsky,G/Groningen/1995/]

12...B d6 13.R e1 Q h4 [‹13...B f5 al ows White to return the pawn and play

for a win without any risk after 14.Q f3 Q d7  (14...R e8 15.R x e8+ Q x e8

 16.N d2 Q e1+ 17.N f1 B g6 18.g3 R e8 19.B d1 Q e6 20.B d2 Q h3 21.a4

 b4  Dolmatov,S-Kamsky,G/Dortmund/1993/  22.c4²)  15.b x d5 cxd5 16.B f4!? 

b x f4 17.Q x f4 b x d3 18.N d2 Rfe8 19.h3 h6 20.Q d4 B g6 21.N b3 Q c6

22.N c5? Anand,V-Adams,M/Paris Immopar/1992/]

14.g3   Q   h3   15.R   e4  [White   prevents   ?g4   and   attempts   to   chase   away

Black's   annoying   ?.   One   of   the   benefits   of   d3   is   that   now   15...g5?   is

impossible.]

15...Q f5 [Possibly the most active move. ]

[Adams has had some bad experience with 15...N f6 16.R h4 Q f5 17.N d2! 

 (17.B c2 Q g6 18.N d2 B g4 19.N f3 Rfe8 20.K g2 N d5 21.d4 B f5 22.b x f5

 Q x f5° öh4  23.B d2 N f6 24.B f4 B f8 25.B d2 B d6 26.B f4 B f8 27.B d2 B

 d6 ½,Leko,P-Adams,M/Madrid/1998/ ; 17.B f4 B e7! 18.d4 h6 19.B c2 Q d5

 20.B   e5   B   b7   21.B   b3   Q   d7   22.N   d2   c5‚  öh4,»,Ariskin,A-

Gorbunov,A/Kstovo/1998/ )   17...g5 18.R h6!  (‹18.R d4?! B c5 19.N f3 h6

 20.B f4  0–1 Ivanchuk,V-Timman,J/Wijk aan Zee  1999 (51)  20...R e8! 21.B

 d6 B b6 

c5?  )  18...N g4 19.N e4 N x h6 20.N xd6 Q g6  (20...Q h3 21.Q e2!?°)  21.N e4

N g4 22.b x g5 B f5 23.B f4 R a d8 24.Q e2 Rfe8 25.R e1 K g7 26.f3 N e5

27.B c2 c5 28.Q e3? Svidler,P-Adams,M/Elista olm/1998/; And he also didn't

want to defend a slightly inferior endgame after 15...Q d7 16.N d2 B b7 17.R

e1 c5 18.N e4 B e7 19.a4 b4 20.B g5 b x g5 21.N xg5 b x c3 22.b x c3 R a

d8 23.N e4 Q c6 24.Q h5 N xc3 25.Q x c5 R x d3 26.B c4 Q x c5 27.N xc5 R

d4 28.B f1 B c8 29.R a3 N d5 30.a5!² Polgar,J-Adams,M/Tilburg/1997/  (30.b

 x a6 N b4!) ]

16.N d2 [16.B c2 Q g6  (16...Q d7!?„)  17.d4 B f5 18.R e2 R a e8° '?' Blatny,P. 

shows the positional ideas behind the Marshall-white-square control, long-

term piece activity,lead in development. It's not easy for White to make his

extra pawn tel  even after some simplification.]

16...Q g6 [16...N f6?! 17.R e1 ??e4 17...Q x d3 18.N e4 Q x d1 19.N x f6+

gxf6 20.R x d1± ¬÷]

17.R e1 [Blatny,P: '17.?f1, 17.a4 - f5–f4 with attacking possibilities']

[17.a4 N f6 18.R e1 B g4 19.f3 B h3 20.N f1 R a e8 21.B e3 h5 22.d4 h4

23.B   c2   Q   h5   24.B   f2   R   x   e1   25.b   x   e1   c5÷   ½,   ZontaK   h,A-

Pavlovic,M/Podgorica/1993/; 17.N f1 B f5 18.R d4 B c5 19.R x d5 cxd5

20.d4 B b6 21.b x d5 R a d8 22.Q f3 B g4 23.Q g2 Rfe8 24.N e3 Q d3÷

Hansson,D-Hebden,M/London/1984/]

17...f5  [In this line many alternatives for both sides have been tried, the

choice nearly always being a difficult one.]

[‹17...B g4?! 18.f3 B h3 19.N e4 R a e8 20.R e2 h5 21.B g5 B c7 22.Q d2 K

h8   23.R   a   e1   f6   24.N   f2!   '?!'   Blatny,P.     Blatny,P:   'Anand,V-

Adams,M/Groningen WCh/1997' 24...R x e2 25.R x e2 B f5 26.b x d5 cxd5

27.B f4 b x f4 28.Q x f4 b x d3 29.R d2± Anand,V-Adams,M/Groningen W-

ch/1997/; 17...B c7 Blatny,P 18.N f3 B g4 19.N h4 Q h5 20.f3 B h3 21.Q e2÷]

18.Q f3!?N [Finally a new move, although it probably can't endanger Black's

concept.]

[Only a few days earlier Adams had to face 18.a4 R b8 19.a x b5 a x b5

20.N f3 f4 21.N e5 b x e5 22.R x e5 fxg3 23.fxg3 B g4! 24.Q e1 B h3 25.B

e3   R   f1+   26.Q   x   f1   b   x   f1   27.R   x   f1   R   f8   28.R   x   f8+=   ½,Anand,V-

Adams,M/Dos Hermanas/1999/; 18.N f3 f4 19.N e5 b x e5 20.R x e5 fxg3

21.hxg3   B   g4   22.Q   e1   B   f3   23.B   d2   R   a   e8?   Leko,P-

Svidler,P/Dortmund/1998/ Blatny,P: 'Svidler-Leko/Dortmund/1998'; 18.f4!? b

x f4 19.Q f3 B b8!? 20.b x d5+ cxd5 21.N b3 (‹21.Q x d5+ K h8 22.Q x a8? 

 (22.N f3  Blatny,P  22...R a7÷)  22...Q b6+ ??b7–+  (22...Q b6+ 23.d4 B b7–+) )

21...Q f7 22.N d4 B a7 23.B f4 B d7 24.R e5 b4 25.R a e1 R a e8 26.K f1 b x

c3„ ½,Leko,P-Adams,M/Linares/1999/; Until now the absolute elite has been

avoiding the ultra-sharp 18.c4!? f4 19.N e4!  (19.cxd5? fxg3 20.fxg3 b x g3‚)

19...fxg3 20.fxg3 B g4 21.Q c2 b x c4 22.dxc4 ¹B b4!? (22...R a e8 23.cxd5

B f3 24.dxc6+ K h8 25.B d5  (25.B f4 b x f4 26.c7 Q b6+ 27.Q f2 b x c7 28.N

 c5 B e5 29.R f1 Q d6 30.N e6 R f6)  25...b x g3  (25...Q f5 26.B e3  27.B x e4

 B x e4 28.Q e2 b x c6 29.R a c1 Q d5 30.R x c6 Q x c6 31.B d4; 25...h5

 26.B g5)  26.hxg3  (26...B x e4?! 27.  28.B x e4 Q x g3+ 29.Q g2 Q e1+ 30.K

h2 R f2 31.B f3!  (31.B f4 R x g2+ 32.b x g2 Q h4+ 33.K g1 Q x f4 34.R f1 Q

 e3+  35.R   f2  Q  c1+  36.R   f1)   31...Q  e5+  32.K   h3+–)  27.B   f4!?   R   x  e1+

 (27...Rfxf4 28.Q f2 Q h5 29.Q h2 Q x d5 30.gxf4; 27...Q h5 28.Q h2 Q x d5

 29. B x e4 30.R c1 Q d4+ 31.Q f2 Q x f2+ 32.Kxf2 b x c6 33.R x c6 g5 34.R

 x a6)   28.R x e1 Q x c2 29.b x f3 Q x b2 30.c7± White's ?c7 wil  most

probably cost Black a whole ?, which gives White winning chances.) 23.B

d2 N f4! 24.b x f4  (24.b x b4?? N h3+ 25.K g2 B f3+–+)  24...b x e1 25.R x e1

B f5 26.Q g2 R a e8 (26...Rfe8?! 27.B c2 R e6 28.g4 b x g4 29.R f1 B e2

30.N g5 b x f1 31.b x g6 b x g2 32.B f7+ K f8 33.b x e6+– Smagin,S-

Hebden,M/Moscow/1986/  (33.b x e6  Blatny,P  33...K e7 34.Kxg2 h6 35.B g4

 hxg5 36.b x g5+  K   d6  37.b4)  )  27.B   c2  R  e6°  when the  pins  give him

sufficient counterplay, e.g. 28.g4 b x g4 29.B d2 B f5 30.Q x g6 R x g6+ 31.K

h1 R e6=; 18.N e4 Blatny,P 18...fxe4 19.dxe4 B g4 20.Q d4 Q h5 21.exd5

c5÷; 18.a4 (Blatny,P) -> Anand,V-Adams,M/Dos Hermanas/1999/ CBM 71]

18...K h8™ [18...f4? 19.b x d5+ cxd5 20.Q x d5+ K h8 21.N e4!±]

19.B  d1  [Very  risky is   19.b  x d5?!   cxd5  20.Q  x  d5  R  b8  …¥b7‚,âa8–h1

Blatny,P: '…¥b7’a8–h1']

19...f4 [Black must act, otherwise his compensation dissipates.]

[‹19...B d7 20.Q h5 R a e8  (20...Q f6 21.N f3±)  21.R x e8 R x e8 22.Q x g6 R

e1+ 23.N f1 hxg6 24.B d2±]

20.g4 [20.Q h5?! fxg3 21.fxg3  (21.hxg3  Blatny,P  21...b x g3! 22.Q x g6 b x

 f2+ 23.K h1 hxg6³)  21...b x g3! 22.Q x g6 B f2+ 23.K h1 hxg6‰ ?]

20...h5  21.h3 N  f6!‰  [The  right move-order, Black  ruthlessly  goes  after

White's ?.]

[‹21...hxg4?! 22.hxg4 N f6 23.Q h3+± '!' Blatny,P. ]

22.Q g2! [Playing with fire would be 22.Q x c6 hxg4 ¹23.hxg4 (23.Q x a8? f3

24.h4 B f5‚ 25.Q c6 (25.Q a7 b x d3! 26.Q d4  (26.R e6 g3 27.R x d6 gxf2+

 28.Kxf2 N g4+ 29.K g3 Q x d6+ 30.Kxg4 Q f4+–+)  26...g3 27.K h1  (27.b x f3

 gxf2+ 28.Kxf2 B g3+ 29.K e3 R e8+–+)  27...Q f5 28.N xf3 Q h3+ 29.K g1

g2–+)   25...g3   26.Q   x   f3   (26.Q   x  d6   gxf2+   27.Kxf2   N   g4+–+)   26...gxf2+

27.Kxf2 b x d3!µ ??g4) 23...b x g4 24.Q g2 R a e8!?  (24...Q h5 25.Q h1 b x

 d1 26.R x d1²; 24...Q f5 25.b x g4 N xg4 26.N f3 R a e8 27.B d2²)  25.N e4

(25.R f1 Q f5!? 26.b x g4  (26.N e4 f3 27.Q h1+ B h3 28.b x f3 N x e4 29.B x

 e4 Q g4+ 30.B g2 R f3!µ)  26...N xg4 27.N e4 R e6‚) 25...Q h5 '?' Blatny,P. 

26.Q  h1   (26.b  x  g4  N  xg4  27.f3  N   e5µ)   26...Q  x  h1+   27.Kxh1  N   x  e4! 

28.dxe4 f3? òh1 White's position is not easy despite the exchange of ?, as

his ? is too exposed.]

22...hxg4 23.hxg4 [23.B f3 Blatny,P 23...g3 24.fxg3 fxg3 25.b x c6 R b8÷]

23...b x g4 [23...N xg4?! 24.f3 N e5 25.Q x g6  (25.d4 Q h5!? 26.R x e5 b x

 e5  27.dxe5   B   h3„  '?'   Blatny,P.  )   25...N   xg6  26.N   e4²   ?   gives   White   the

advantage, as his pieces quickly enter the game.]

24.R e6 [Ambitious, now wild complications arise.]

[Now Black doesn't have to fear 24.f3 R a e8 25.N e4 B f5=]

24...Q h5! [?]

[24...R a e8? 25.b x g4+–; 24...R a d8 25.N e4!?+–; 24...B b8 Blatny,P 25.R

x f6 R x f6 26.b x g4 Q x d3÷]

25.b x g4 [A ? is stronger on f3 than a ?: 25.R x f6? b x d1 26.R x d6 R a e8

27.N e4  (27.Q h2 R e1+ 28.K g2 f3+ 29.K g3 R g1+!–+ '–+' Blatny,P.  ; 27.N

 f1 B f3 28.Q h2 Q x h2+! 29.Kxh2 R e1 30.N g3 fxg3+ 31.Kxg3 R g1+ 32.K

 h2 R f5!–+  '–+' Blatny,P.  )   27...B f3 28.Q h2 R e5 29.Q x h5+ R x h5 '–+' 

Blatny,P.  30.b x f4 R x f4 31.N g3 Rfh4!–+; 25.R x d6 Blatny,P 25...b x d1

26.N f1 R a d8 27.b x f4 B f3]

25...N xg4 26.R x d6!? [Judit with 1,5/5 badly wants to win and ignores the

safer]

[26.Q h1 Q x h1+ 27.Kxh1 R f6=; 26.Q h1= Blatny,P]

26...R a e8 27.N e4 [27.N f3 ¹R e2 (27...N e5?! 28.N xe5 R x e5 29.Q h2

 (29.b x f4!? R x f4 30.R g6 '?' Blatny,P.  30...R x f2 31.Kxf2 R e2+ 32.K g1 R

 x g2+ 33.R x g2²)  29...R g5+ 30.K h1 Q x h2+ 31.Kxh2 K h7 32.K h1!± and

White always has the counter-sacrifice ?f4 at a suitable moment.) 28.Q h1

(28.B d2?! R x f2 29.Q x f2 N xf2 30.Kxf2 g5 31.R e1 Q h3!? ?g,f, 

'?' Blatny,P.  (31...g4 32.R e e6)  32.R g1 g4 33.N e5 g3+ 34.K f3 g2+ 35.K

e4 Q h1! 36.N f3 Q h7+ 37.K d4 Q a7+–+) 28...Q x h1+ 29.Kxh1 N xf2+! 

 (29...R x f2 30.R g6!±)  30.K g2  (30.K g1 N h3+ 31.K h1  gives Black at least

a draw and he can try to achieve more after  31...R f2!??)  30...N e4+ 31.K f1

N g3+ 32.K g1 R f5 33.b x f4  (33.N d4? f3–+)  33...R x f4 34.N g5 '?' Blatny,P. 

Black is slightly better, but a draw is the most probable result.; 27.N f1? R e1

28.R d4  (28.f3 N h2! 29.b x f4 N xf3+–+)  28...R x f1+! 29.Kxf1 N h2+ 30.K

g1 N f3+ 31.K f1 N xd4–+; 27.R x c6 Blatny,P 27...R e1+ 28.N f1 f3–+]

27...N e5° 28.f3?! [Again in the above-mentioned spirit.]

[Necessary was the more modest 28.B d2 N f3+ 29.K f1 Although Black can

postpone giving a perpetual, he can hardly improve his position, so a draw is

a likely result. 29...N h2+ '=' Blatny,P. 

a)  29...N xd2+?! 30.N xd2 f3 31.N xf3 R x f3 32.K g1 R f6!? (32...R e5?! 

33.R g6 Rff5  (33...R e f5  Blatny,P  34.R g3²)  34.R g3±) 33.R x c6!±  (33.R x

 f6 gxf6 34.Q x c6 R g8+ 35.K f1 R e8!=; 33.Q x c6 R g8 34.K f1 R e8) ; 

b) 29...R e5 30.R d7=; 

30.K g1 N f3+=]

28...N xf3+ 29.K f2 N h4 [29...N e5 Blatny,P 30.B d2 Q h4+ 31.K g1÷]

30.Q h1!? [30.Q g5?! Q f3+ 31.K g1  (31.K e1 Q h1+ 32.K f2 Q h2+ 33.K f1

 N f5! 34.Q g2 N e3+! 35.b x e3 fxe3+–+)  31...R e5! 32.Q x h4+ R h5 33.R

d8  (33.Q x h5+ Q x h5 34.B d2 f3 35.N f2 R f6!  Blatny,P: '??g6+–'  36.R x f6

 gxf6–+)  33...Q d1+ 34.K f2 R x h4 35.R x f8+ K h7 36.N g5+ K g6 37.N f3 R

h1 38.R x f4 Q c2+ '–+' Blatny,P.  39.K g3 R x c1µ; 30.Q h3? g5 

g4 loses an important tempo.]

30...g5 31.b4 [A logical attempt to develop his sleeping ?.]

[31.B d2 g4 32.R g1  (32.R x c6  Blatny,P  32...g3+ 33.K g1 g2)  32...g3+ 33.K

f1  (33.K e1 g2!–+ ??f3 '–+' Blatny,P.  Blatny,P: '??f3'  )  33...R e6!!‚ 

(33...R f6! Blatny,P 34.N x f6  (34.R x f6 Q d1+ 35.B e1 Q x d3#; 34.R d4 R

 g6 35.B e1 K g8 

g2+– )   34...Q e2#) 34.R x e6? Q d1+ 35.B e1 Q x d3#; 31.b3!? with the

same idea was maybe better, not giving Black the possibility b x c4 later.]

31...g4 32.B b2 [32.R x c6 Blatny,P 32...g3+–+]

32...g3+ 33.K g1 N f3+  [33...f3 34.c4+ K g8 35.N xg3 f2+ 36.K f1+– '?' 

Blatny,P. ; 33...g2 34.c4+ K h7 35.R d7++– '?' Blatny,P.  (35.Q h3!? N f3+

 36.Q x f3+–) ]

34.K g2 [34.Q x f3 Blatny,P 34...Q x f3 35.c4+ K g8 36.R g6+ K h7 37.N g5+

Kxg6µ]

34...N h2 [Adams already rightly has higher ambitions than a draw.]

[34...N h4+=]

35.c4+ K g8 36.Q d1? ['?!' Blatny,P.  White buckles under the tension, this

loses by force.]

[The only way to fight on was 36.K g1! ? Black would have to go for the

sharp, but promising 36...Q g4!? 

a) 36...Q e2 37.R g6+ K h7 38.R g7+ K h6 39.Q g2±; 

b) 36...f3? 37.N xg3 f2+ 38.K g2 f1Q+  (38...R e2 39.R f1 N xf1 40.Q x h5 N

 e3+ 41.K h3+–)  39.Q x f1!  (39.R x f1? R e2+! 40.N xe2 Q x e2+ 41.K h3 Q

 h5+! 42.K g2 R x f1–+)  39...R x f1 40.N xh5 R e2+ 41.K h3+– '?' Blatny,P. ; 

c)  36... Blatny,P 37.Q x e4   (37.dxe4 N f3+ 38.K g2 N h4+ 39.K g1 N f3+

 40.K g2 N h4+ 41.K g1 Q e2)  37...N f3+ 38.K g2 Q h2+ 39.Kxf3 Q h5+ 40.K

g2 Q h2+ 41.K f3 Q h5+ 42.K g2 Q h2+ 43.K f3; 

d) 36...R e7 ??h7 37.N f6+  (37.B f6 R h7 38.Q g2 N f3+ 39.K f1 Q g4‚; 37.R

 f6 Q e2 38.Q g2 N f3+ 39.Q x f3 Q x f3 40.R g6+ K h7 41.N g5+ Kxg6 42.N

 xf3 K h5³; 37.R f1 R h7 38.N f6+ R x f6 39.b x f6 f3 40.R d8+ K f7 41.R d7+

 K g6 42.R x h7 f2+ 43.R x f2 Q d1+ 44.K g2 Q x h1+ 45.Kxh1 gxf2–+)  37...R

x f6 38.b x f6 N f3+ 39.K g2 R e2+–+; 

37.R h6™  (37.Q g2 N f3+ 38.K f1 N h4–+)  37...f3 38.R h8+ K f7 39.R h7+ K

e6 40.R e1 K f5! 41.R x h2  (41.N d6+ K g6 42.R g7+ K h6–+)  41...gxh2+

42.K f2 Q h4+!µ 

'?' Blatny,P.  43.Kxf3? K g6+ 44.K e2 Q f2+; 36.N f6+? Blatny,P 36...R x f6

37.b x f6 R e2+–+]

36...f3+–+ 37.Kxg3 [37.K g1 f2+–+  (37...N g4–+) ]

37...Q g4+ [37...!? 38.dxe4 Q g5+ 39.K f2  (39.K h3 Q g4+ 40.Kxh2 Q g2#)

39...N g4+–+ '?' Blatny,P. ]

38.K f2 Q h4+ 39.K e3  [39.K g1 f2+ 40.N xf2 R x f2! 41.R g6+ K f8–+ ? 

Blatny,P: ' 

#']

39...Q f4+ 40.K d4 [40.K f2 N g4+ 41.K f1  (41.K e1 Q e3+ 42.K f1 N h2#)

41...N e3+–+]

40...Q e5+! 41.K e3 N g4+ 42.K d2 Q x b2+ 43.Q c2 Q x a1 44.R g6+ K h7

45.R x g4 f2

0–1

 (84) Motylev,Alexander (2675) - Tkachiev,Vladislav (2625) [C89]

RUS-ch sf 58th Kazan (6), 08.09.2005

 [Finkel,A]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.c3 d5 9.exd5 N xd5 10.N xe5 N xe5 11.R x e5 c6 12.d4 B d6 13.R e1

Q h4 14.g3 Q h3 15.R e4 g5 16.Q e1!? [Very cunning move, which was

tried only a couple of times before this game. I'm not quite sure what's the

big difference comparing to the game Ponomariov-Anand, but may be by

putting a queen on e1 white doesn't have to play 20.?f1 in case of 19...?g4.]

[16.Q f1; 16.Q e2 f5 17.b x d5+ cxd5 18.R e6 f4 19.R x d6 B g4 20.Q f1 Q x

f1+   21.Kxf1   R   a   e8   22.B   d2   B   h3+   23.K   g1   fxg3   24.hxg3   R   e2=

Ponomariov,R-Anand,V/Linares 2002]

16...N f6 [16...B f5 17.N d2  (17.b x d5 cxd5 18.R e3 B d7 19.b3 f5 20.B a3 b

 x   a3   21.N   xa3   f4   22.R   e5   h6   23.R   c1   fxg3   24.hxg3   B   g4   25.Q   f1²

Gutierrez,R-Moline,X/UECC corr 1999 )  17...N f6 18.f3 c5 19.Q e3 h6 20.Q

f2 cxd4 21.cxd4 R a d8 22.R e2 B d3 23.R e3 Q f5 24.N e4 N x e4 25.fxe4 B

x   e4   26.Q   x   f5   b   x   f5   27.B   d2   K   g7   ½–½   Shchekachev,A-

Gustafsson,J/Austria 2004]

17.N d2 Q h5!? [May be Tkachiev knew how white play could be improved

after 17...?f5, transposing to the game Shchekachev-Gustafsson, but his

plan proved to be insufficient to get any counterchances (after a couple of

inaccuracies), so the game was actually decided in the next 5–6 moves!]

[17...B f5 18.f3 c5 19.Q e3 h6   (19...N x e4 20.fxe4 B g6 21.Q x g5 cxd4

 22.cxd4 K g7 23.N f3 f6 24.Q e3²)  20.Q f2  (20.dxc5 b x g3 21.hxg3 Q x g3+

 22.K f1 B x e4 23.N x e4 N x e4 24.Q x e4 Q h3+=)  20...cxd4]

18.Q d1!? [18.f3]

18...Q x d1+ [Probably a correct decision as after]

[18...B g4!? white seems to get better chances. 19.R x g4   (19.f3?! b x f3

 20.N xf3 N x e4 21.N xg5 Q x d1+ 22.b x d1 N xg5 23.b x g5 K g7³)  19...N

xg4 20.N f1  (20.N f3 c5 21.Q f1 R a e8„)  20...R a e8 21.K g2 h6 22.B d2²

and white lightsquared bishop worth a rook.]

19.b x d1 N x e4 20.N x e4 B e7 21.b x g5 b x g5 22.N xg5² h6?! [This is

the second crucial moment in the game. It was very important to prevent

from white knight to come to e4, so black had to play]

[22...B f5! 23.B f3 R a c8 24.N e4 B x e4 25.B x e4 c5 26.B b7 R c7 27.b x

a6 R b8= with equal position.]

23.N e4 f5? [This one could be regarded as the decisive mistake, even

though it took white 40 moves to win the game! The thing is that by giving

up control over e5 black deprived himself any counterchances since white

knight proved to be too strong on e5.]

[23...B e6 24.B f3 K g7 25.N c5 B d5 26.b x d5 cxd5 27.K g2 Rfe8 28.K f3²]

24.N c5 f4 25.N d3!± fxg3 26.hxg3 B f5 27.N e5 R a c8 28.b4! B e4  [It

seems that brave 28...a5!? would've left black more practical chances, even

though white's chance are much better in any case. 29.b x a5 c5 30.B f3

cxd4 31.cxd4 R c7 32.a3 R a7 33.N c6 R a6 34.d5 B d7±]

29.a4 R c7 30.f4 R a8 31.a5! K g7 32.K f2 B d5 33.B h5 R f8 34.R e1 R e7

35.R e2! [Bringing the rook to h-file.]

35...R f6 36.K e1 R f8 37.R h2+– K g8 38.K f2 R d8 39.B e2 R d6 40.g4 K

g7 41.f5 R e8 42.K g3 R h8 43.B d3 Rdd8 44.K f4 R d6 45.R h5 R g8 46.B

e4! [A pawn on c6 is a potential target for white pieces so white is trading it's

defender.]

46...B x e4?! [46...R e8!?]

47.Kxe4 K h7 48.K f4 K g7  [48...R g7 49.N f3 K g8 50.N d2 R e7 51.N

e4+–]

49.R h3 R e8 50.g5 [Evrything is set up for the decisive break so there is no

need to postpone it any longer.]

50...hxg5+ 51.Kxg5 R g8 52.N g4 Rdd8 53.R h6 K f8+ 54.K f4 c5 55.R f6+

K e7 56.R e6+ K f8 57.dxc5 R d1 58.N e3 R h1 59.R x a6 R h4+ 60.K e5 R

g1 61.R f6+ K e8 62.N d5

1–0

 (85) Almasi,Zoltan (2675) - Bacrot,Etienne (2590) [C92]

Szeged m Szeged (6), 02.07.2000

 [Kostakiev,D]

[The comments on this game   shal  remember mainly the typical middle

game's positions from "Ruy Lopec", where h3xg4 has occurred. It comes

usually - after the maneuver ?f1–h2 (e3) -g4. At his time Fischer developed

that   typical   dislocation   as   a   strong   weapon   against   Chigorin's   system

improving Boleslavsky (-Tal,1957 ). Actually this idea was met in the game

Gligoric-Reshevsky 1953 Zuerich. But Dubinin used it rather often in his

practice before.]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 d6

8.c3 0–0 [[Hystoricly the first game  with the topical position came via 10.d3

from the famouse Karlsbad event 1911: 8...N  a5 9.B  c2 c5 10.d3 Q c7

11.NB d2 0–0 12.N f1 K h8 13.h3 N g8 14.d4 B f6 15.N e3 B e6 16.N g4 b x

g4 17.hxg4 

XABCDEFGHY

8r+-+-trnmk(

7+-wq-+pzpp' 

6p+-zp-vl-+& 

5snpzp-zp-+-%

4-+-zPP+P+$

3+-zP-+N+-#

2PzPL+-zPP+" 

1tR-vLQtR-mK-! 

xabcdefghy

17...exd4 18.cxd4 cxd4 19.g5 B e5 20.N h4 g6 21.f4 B g7 22.f5 Johner,P-

Perlis,J/ Karlsbad 1911/ 1–0 (52)  (¹22.N f3) ]

9.h3 B b7  [In the Chigorin system after 9...N a5 10.B c2 c5 11.d4 Q c7

12.NB d2 there are three deviations:12...?c6 and 12...?d7 leading to our

topical positions, also popular is 12...cxd4. 12...N c6 

a) 12...B d7 13.N f1 Rfe8 14.N e3  (14.b3 g6 15.B g5 N h5 16.b x e7 R x e7

 17.N e3   Tal,M-Unzicker,W/ Moscow 1982 ; 14.N g3   Keres,P-Ivkov,B/ Bled

1961 )  14...g6 15.dxe5 (?!: D.Bronstein finds this move premature, because

the White pieces are not enough developed to make use of the weak square

d5. However this line has its il ustrious adherents)   (15.B d2)  15...dxe5 16.N

h2 R a d8 

a1) 16...B f8 17.Q f3 B g7 18.Nhg4 N xg4 19.hxg4 B e6 20.N f5?! Kostro,J-

Winiwarter,F/ La Habana 1966/ ½–½ (29)  (20.g5!?) ; 

a2) 16...B e6 17.Q f3 N c4 18.Neg4 N xg4 19.hxg4 f6 20.Q g3 Q c8 21.b3 N

a5 22.g5 b4 Bonch Osmolovsky,M-Furman,S/ Kiev 1957/ ½–½ (37); 17.Q f3

B e6 18.Nhg4! N xg4 19.N xg4 (19.hxg4 N c4! (19...Q c6 20.g5!? 

?g4! (Fischer) (20.Q g3 f6  (20...Q c7 21.N f5!‚; 20...B f6  Fischer  21.g5 B g7

 22.Q h4‚)  21.N f5  (21.g5÷  Boleslavsky,I-Tal,M/ URS-ch Moscow 1957 )  21...B

f8   22.N   h4   g5   (22...B   g7³)   23.N   f5   Unzicker,W-Bobotsov,M/   Munich   olm

1958/ ½–½ (29)) 20...N c4 21.N g4 b x g4™ 22.Q x g4 N b6!  (22...f6? 

 23.gxf6 × e5  23...b x f6 24.a4! N b6 25.a x b5 a x b5 26.B e3± ? Fischer,R-

Unzicker,W/ Zuerich 1959/ 1–0 (65) )   23.g3 c4 24.K g2 N d7= Fischer,R-

Shocron,R/ Mar del Plata 1959 [Shipov] 1–0 (40)) 20.N d5   (20.N xc4 b x

 c4= ½–½ Velimirovic,D-Parma,B/Polanica Zdroj 1964/MCD (30) )  20...b x d5

21.exd5 '?' Bulletin.  21...N b6 22.B e4 (22.R d1 R d6 

a1)  22...c4 23.a4 N d7 24.a x b5 a x b5 25.B e3 N c5 ½–½ Trifunovic,P-

Szabo,L/ Wageningen 1957 (25); 

a2)  22...R   d7   23.a4   R   e   d8   24.a   x   b5   a   x   b5   25.B   e4   c4   26.B   e3²

Giselbrecht-Godai/ corr 1965/ 1–0 (43)  (26.R a6 Q b7 27.R a5?! N xd5!?÷

Trifunovic,P-Ivkov,B/ Hal e 1963/ ½–½ (41) ) ; 23.a4  (23.b3 Q d7 24.B e4 R

 f8 25.g5 f5 26.gxf6 b x f6 27.Q d3²   Matanovic,A-Milic,B/ Vrnjacka Banja

1962/ 1–0 (40) )  23...R e d8 24.a x b5 a x b5 25.B e4 

26.b3 25...c4 26.B e3 N a4 27.B c2 N c5 (27...N b6 28.B e4  (28.R a6 N c8

 29.R c6 R x c6=  Parma,B-Ivkov,B/ Vrnjacka Banja 1962/ ½–½ (44) )  28...N

a4 29.R a2 Minic,D-Parma,B/ Belgrade 1964/ ½–½ (33)) 28.g3   (28.R a2

 R6d7 29.B e4 N a4 30.B c2 N c5 ½–½ Parma,B-Matanovic,A/ Bled 1961/

(30) )   28...R6d7   29.K   g2   B   f8   30.R   a2   Q   b7   31.R   a5   Q   b6   Keres,P-

Matanovic,A/ Bled 1961/ ½–½ (83)) 22...c4 

a1) 22...R d6 23.B e3 N c4 (23...R e d8 24.R a d1 N a4  (24...a5 25.g5 c4 ½–

½ Endzelins-Salm,M/cr wch 1959 (29) )   25.B c1 c4 26.B c2 f6   (26...B f6

 27.R e2 B g7   1–0 Schmidt,W-Grabczewski,R/Polanica Zdroj 1968/EXT 99

(50) )   27.g5   N   c5   28.b4   N   d7   29.gxf6   b   x  f6   30.a4   R   e8   Boleslavsky,I-

Nedeljkovic,S/ Leningrad 1957/ 1–0 (72)) 24.B c1 N b6 25.B h6 B f8 26.B g5

B e7 27.B e3 N c4 ½–½ Boleslavsky,I-Furman,S/ Kiev 1957 (27); 

a2) 22...B d6 23.B e3 N c4 24.b3 1–0 Arlauskas-Dannerberg/cr 1958 (57); 

a3) 22...R d7 23.B h6 R e d8 24.R a d1 0–1 Coristo G.-De Biase A./Asigc M

1985 (30); 23.b4 (23.B d2 NB: It is the initial game where h3xg4 was met:

23...R d6 24.R a d1 R e d8 25.B e3 N a4 26.R d2 a5 27.a3 N c5 

? f6!, ?c5xe4–+ 28.g5  (28.R e d1?? R f6 29.Q e2 N x e4)  28...f5 Gligoric,S-

Reshevsky,S/ Zuerich Candidates 1953/ ½–½ (34)) 23...f6 24.B e3 R f8 25.b

x b6 Boleslavsky,I-R a bar,B/ EU-chT Wien 1957/ ½–½ (34)) 19...b x g4

20.hxg4 

XABCDEFGHY

8-+-trr+k+(

7+-wq-vlp+p' 

6p+-+-+p+& 

5snpzp-zp-+-%

4-+-+P+P+$

3+-zP-+Q+-#

2PzPL+-zPP+" 

1tR-vL-tR-mK-! 

xabcdefghy

20...R d7  (20...c4 21.B e3=  Rajkovic,D-Jovic,S/ Vrnjacka Banja 1962/ ½–½

(31) )  21.g5 c4² Dominguez,L-Kobese,W/ Lisbon op POR 1999/ 1–0 (46); 

b) 12...cxd4 13.cxd4 N c6 14.N b3 a5 15.B e3 a4 16.NB d2 B d7 17.R c1 N

b4 18.B b1 Q b8 19.a3 N c6 20.Q e2 R c8 ½–½ Arnason,J-Olafsson,H/

Sochi 1988 (20). ; 

13.d5 N d8 14.a4 R b8 15.b4 N e8 16.N f1 g6 17.b x c5 dxc5 18.B h6 N g7

19.N e3 B d6 20.Q d2 f6 21.N g4 b x g4 22.hxg4² Fischer,R-Gore,J/ New

York 1971/ 1–0 (47)]

10.d4 R e8 11.NB d2 B f8 12.d5 N b8 13.N f1 NB d7 [13...c5 14.dxc6 b x

c6 15.N g3 g6 16.N h2 NB d7 17.N g4 N xg4 18.hxg4 N c5 19.B d5 b x d5

20.Q   x   d5   Q   h4   21.Q   d1   R   a   d8   22.b4   N   e6   23.N   f1   R   c8   24.B   d2

Groszpeter,A-Gorbea,P/Andorra 1995/ 1–0 (50)]

14.N3h2 N c5 [14...a5 15.N g4 a4 16.B c2 N xg4 17.hxg4 c6 18.N e3 N c5

19.g3= Dolmatov,S-Joshi,G/ Calcutta 1996/ 1–0 (55)]

15.B c2 a5  [15...c6 16.b4 Ncd7 17.dxc6 b x c6 18.B g5 (18.N g4 N xg4

19.hxg4 N b6 20.N e3  (20.Q d3 g6 21.R d1 d5 22.B e3=  1–0 Vuckovic,B-

Dervishi,E/WJun, Yerevan ARM 1999 (41) )  20...d5 21.exd5 N xd5 22.N xd5

Q   x   d5   23.Q   x   d5   ½–½   Kasparov,G-Ivanchuk,V/Linares   1998/CBM   64/

[ChessBase] (54)) 18...Q c7 

a) 18...Q c8 19.b x f6 N x f6 20.N g4 N xg4 21.hxg4 B d7 22.N e3 Q x c3?! 

 (22...R a7 23.B b3 ½–½ Hracek,Z-Beliavsky,A/Bundesliga 2000 (37) )  23.N

d5 Q c6 24.B b3 Q b7 1–0 Almasi,Z-Bacrot,E/Match, Szeged HUN 2000

(34); 

b) 18...B e7 19.b x f6 N x f6 20.N g4 N xg4 21.hxg4 B g5 22.B b3 Q c7 23.Q

f3 R a c8 24.R a d1 R  e7 ½–½ Vaculik,M-Posta,P/Svetla nad Sazavou

1998/EXT 99 (30); 

19.b x f6 N x f6 20.N g4 N xg4   (20...N d7 21.Q f3 N b6 22.B b3  ½–½

Korneev,O-Ibragimov,I/Ekaterinburg 1997/CBM 57 ext (52) )   21.hxg4 Q b7

 (21...B   d7³)   22.Q   d3   R   a   c8   (¹22...a5)   23.B   b3   B   d7   1–0   Delchev,A-

Levar,N/6th Metalis Open, Belisce CRO 1999 (36)]

16.N g4 N xg4 17.hxg4 [17.Q x g4 B c8 18.Q f3 g6 19.B e3 ½–½ Kunte,A-

Sasikiran,K/Chalapathi GM, Guntur, AP IND 2000 (54)]

17...c6N [Fisher  against  the Chigorin's system (early c7–c5) used to profit

by the weak point d5. In both match games Bacrot allowed by c7–c6, the

same to be done against him.   Is it logical in the moment when on d5 is

instal ed White  ??..  It  is  not passed pawn. Therefore ?d5 and ?e4  to a

certain degree are restricting the ?c2.]

[17...B e7 18.B e3 c6 19.Q e2 B g5 20.b x c5 dxc5 21.R a d1 Q d7 22.c4 B

a6 23.N e3 g6 24.B d3 b x e3?!  (¹24...b4 25.B c2 cxd5 26.R x d5 Q c6³)

25.Q x e3 b x c4 26.B e2 cxd5 ½–½ Almasi,Z-Bacrot,E/Match, Szeged HUN

2000 (68); 17...Q h4!? 18.B e3 B e7 19.N g3 B c8 20.N f5 b x f5 21.gxf5

 (21.exf5 B g5 22.b x c5 dxc5 23.Q e2=)  21...N x e4 22.Q d3 N f6 23.Q x b5]

18.N e3 B e7 19.N f5 g6 20.N xe7+ [20.N h6+ K g7 21.b4 N a6 22.dxc6 b x

c6 23.B b3 R f8 24.Q d2 Q e8=]

20...Q x e7 21.B e3 R e c8 22.Q d2 cxd5 23.exd5 f6 24.f4 Q d7 25.g5 exf4

26.b x f4 f5 27.Q d4 R e8 28.Q f6 N e4 29.B x e4 fxe4 30.b x d6 Q f5

[30...b x d5 31.B e5 Q e7 32.Q h8+ K f7 33.Q x h7+ K e6 34.Q x e7+ R x e7

35.B f6 R b7² [?]; 30...Q d8 31.R a d1²]

31.Q x f5?! [31.a4!? …Q x d5 32.R a d1 Q c6 33.a x b5 Q x b5 34.R f1+– Q

b6+ ( 35.K h1 e3 36.Q f7+ K h8 37.B e5+! R x e5 38.R d7+– )]

31...gxf5= [[? ?g2+?g5]]

32.K f2 R a d8 33.B f4 R x d5 34.R a d1 a4 35.R x d5 b x d5 36.a3 e3+

37.b x e3 f4 38.b x f4 R x e1 39.Kxe1 b x g2 [After making acquaintance

with the typical grand-master's technique "h3xg4" in Ruy Lopez, we have to

honorate the clasical heritage  from the 19-th  century concerning the same

idea: It was Staunton Ist to apply it but as Black around the middle of 19-th

century, in an Italian game.]

½–½

 (86) Motylev,Alexander (2675) - Timman,Jan H (2625) [C75]

EU-chT (Men) 15th Gothenburg (6.3), 04.08.2005

 [Erenburg,S]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 d6 5.0–0 [Other theoretical lines are:]

[5.c3   f5   6.d3   N   f6   0–1   Nazarov,N-Yandemirov,V/Tomsk   2004/CBM   102/

[Atlas,V]   (19);   5.d4   b5   6.B   b3   N   xd4  7.N   xd4   exd4   8.c3   1–0   Dobrov,V-

Silivanov,S/St Petersburg 2004/CBM 102/[Atlas,V] (19)]

5...B d7 [Another possibility is:]

[5...B   g4   6.h3   h5   1–0   Shirov,A-Sokolov,I/Wijk   aan   Zee   2004/CBM   99/

[Wedberg] (26)]

6.c3 Nge7 [transfering the knight to g6.]

[6...g6 7.d4 B g7 8.R e1 Nge7 9.dxe5 dxe5 10.NB d2 0–0 11.N f1 b5 12.B c2

½–½ Neubauer,M-Thorfinnsson,B/Antalya 2004/CBM 101/[Mueller,Karsten]

(64)]

7.d4   N   g6   8.d5  [occupying   some   space   and   changing   light-squared

bishops.]

8...N b8 9.c4 [strengthening the centre, and, preparing the c3 square for the

queenside knight.]

[9.B   c2?!   B   e7   10.h3?!   h6   11.c4   B   g5   12.NB   d2   a5!   0–1   Shirov,A-

Lautier,J/Dos Hermanas 1995/CBM 047/[Lautier] (41) 

?a6–c5; 9.b x d7+ N xd7 10.c4 B e7 11.N c3 h6 12.a3 B g5 13.N xg5 hxg5

14.g3 Q f6 15.b4 N f4 16.R a2 Q g6 17.f3 N h3+ 18.K h1 g4 19.fxg4 N f6

20.Q f3 N xg4 21.c5 N f6 22.R c2 R h5 23.B e3 ½–½ Van der Wiel,J-

Tkachiev,V/Cannes 1999/CBM 074 (23)]

9...B e7 [9...a5 10.B e3 B e7 11.N c3 0–0 12.B c2 N a6 13.a3 h6 14.R b1 B

g5 15.N xg5 hxg5 16.b4² Marinkovic,S-Vasiljevic,D/Beograd II (12)/1990/1–0

(37)]

10.N c3 h6 [Black doesn't hurry with the castle, but first prepares to change

his  passive  dark-squared bishop.  It should be noted,  that  black's  typical

counterplay in this position should be carrying out f7–f5 advance, so, h7–h6

covers the g5 square.]

[Less flexible is 10...0–0 11.B e3 f5 12.b x d7 Q x d7 13.b4 a5?! 14.exf5² 1–

0 Poluljahov,A-Lazic,M/Podgorica 1993/CBM 036/[Wedberg] (29)]

11.b4  [preparing an attack on black's queenside, as wel  as preparing the

c1–a3 diagonal for the dark-squared bishop. In this way white avoids an

exchange of dark-squared bishops.]

[11.B e3 B g5 12.R e1 b x e3 13.R x e3 0–0 14.R c1 a5= ½–½ Trifunovic,P-

Keres,P/JUG-URS 1956/MCD-ma (19) ; 11.b x d7+ Q x d7?! 12.B e3 0–0

13.b4 f5 14.R c1 fxe4 15.N d2 a5 16.a3 a x b4 17.a x b4 Q f5 18.Ndxe4± 1–

0 Gofshtein,L-Elbilia,J/Tel Aviv 1998/CBM 065/[Wedberg] (34)]

11...a5N [According to my database this position appeared for the first time. 

In the preceding game black prefered]

[11...0–0 12.B e3 b x a4 13.N xa4 N d7 14.c5 N f6 15.N d2 R c8 16.R c1 N

f4 17.g3 N g6 18.f3 N d7 19.c6± ½–½ Bokros,A-Mahdi,K/Austria 2002/CBM

091 ext (36); 11...B g5 is met by 12.B b2]

12.a3 0–0 [After black castled white isn't worry about black's ?g5 anymore.]

13.B e3 b x a4 [In case of 13...B g5 14.N xg5 hxg5 15.c5 and black doesn't

have a pressure along the "h" file.]

14.N xa4 [Worth consideration: 14.Q x a4!? N d7 15.Q b5 Q c8 16.b x a5 c6

17.Q b4 B d8 18.dxc6±]

14...N d7 [In positions with such a pawn structure black should prepare the

f7–f5 advance with preliminary g7–g6, in order to take on f5 with the pawn. 

Otherwise, white wil  occupy the e4 stronghold. 14...f5 15.exf5 R x f5 16.N

d2±]

15.c5²   a   x   b4   16.a   x   b4   N   h4  [Black   is   suffering   from   lack   of   space, 

therefore, he changes the pieces.]

17.N xh4 b x h4 [Now black is planning to change the dark-squared bishops

from the g5 square.]

18.f3 [preparing a shelter (the f2 square) for the dark-squared bishop.]

18...B g5 19.B f2 f5 20.c6  [White's idea is typical for such type of pawn

structures- to force black to take on c6, thus, getting a central d5 square.]

[White gets a slightly better position after 20.exf5!? R x f5 21.N c3 R x a1

22.Q x a1 B f4 23.N e4²]

20...fxe4! [20...b x c6 leads to unpleasant position for black: 21.dxc6 N b8

 (21...N f6 22.h4±)  22.Q d5+ K h8 23.b5±  (23.N c3±) ]

21.cxd7? [This continuation leads to unclear consequences. Better was not

to change the character of the struggle with]

[21.fxe4 N f6 (21...b x c6 22.dxc6 N b8  (22...N f6 23.h4 B f4 24.g3 N x e4

 25.Q   d5++–)   23.b5±)   22.cxb7   R   b8   23.N   c3   (23.h4   B   f4   24.g3   N   x  e4

 25.gxf4 R x f4÷)  23...h5! 

a) 23...R x b7 24.h4 B f4 25.g3 Q d7 26.gxf4 Q h3 27.B e1 N g4 28.Q e2+–; 

b) 23...Q d7 24.R a7  (24.h4 B f4 25.g3 Q h3„)  24...N g4 25.Q e2 R x f2 26.R

x f2 B e3 27.R a8+–; 

24.Q d3  (24.R a7 N g4 25.Q e2 R x f2 26.R x f2 B e3–+)  24...R x b7 25.b5²]

21...exf3 22.gxf3 Q x d7° [Now black has two pawns for the knight, white's

pawns are very weak, and his pieces are discoordinated. Al  these factors

promise black a sufficient compensation.]

23.K g2 [covering the h3 square.]

[23.Q b3 B f4°]

23...e4! [opening   the   long   diagonal   for   a   dark-squared   bishop.  This   key

move   should   have   been   seen   before   white   played   20.cxd7.   I   guess, 

Alexander understimated this move in his calculations.]

24.fxe4 B f6 25.R a2 b5 [winning the knight back.]

26.N c5 dxc5 27.R x a8 R x a8 28.b x c5 [28.b x c5 B e5=]

28...R e8 [White has three strong pawns in the centre, but his king position

is vulnerable and black's passed "b" pawn can be very dangerous. I would

evaluate this position as approximately equal.]

29.R e1 B c3 30.R e3 b4 31.B g3? [White should have fixed black's pawn

on c7 with]

[31.c6 Q f7 32.B g3 Q g6÷]

31...c6! [Black blocades white's pawns on the light squares. Now black's

prospects are better.]

32.Q a4 [creating a pin.]

32...R c8 33.d6 Q e6 34.Q d1 [covering the d4 square.]

[34.R e2? Q c4 35.Q a2?? b3–+]

34...R a8 35.e5 [35.Q d3 loses, in view of the fol owing variation: 35...R a2+

36.R e2 R x e2+  (?36...b3?? 37.R x a2 b x a2 38.Q x c3 Q x e4+ 39.K f2 Q

 f5+ 40.K e3+–)  37.Q x e2 b3 38.Q d3 b2 39.d7 B f6 40.d8Q+ b x d8 41.Q x

d8+ K h7 42.Q d3 Q a2 43.e5+ K h8 44.Q d8+ Q g8 45.Q b6 Q d5+–+; 35.R

e2 is met by 35...b3]

35...R a2+ 36.R e2? [White is lost after this move.]

[Last chance was 36.B f2 Q g6+  (36...R d2µ)  37.R g3 Q e4+ 38.Q f3 Q x e5

39.d7 Q d4 40.Q f5 R x f2+ 41.Q x f2 Q x d7µ]

36...b3–+ [Black's passed pawn becomes unstoppable.]

37.R x a2 [Other continuations don't change anything:]

[37.R f2 R a7 38.R f3 b2 39.R x c3 Q a2 40.Q b3+ K h8 41.Q b8+ K h7–+; 

37.d7 R x e2+ 38.K g1 (38.Q x e2 Q x d7 39.e6  (39.Q c4+ Q d5+–+)  39...Q

d5+ 40.Q f3 b2–+) 38...B a5 39.Q x e2 Q x d7 40.e6 Q d2 41.Q e4 Q c2–+]

37...b x a2 38.d7 B a5 39.d8Q+ [39.Q d4 loses as well: 39...K f7!  (39...B d8

 40.B e1   and probably white would be able to achieve draw.  ; 39...Q d5+? 

 40.Q x d5+ cxd5 41.e6 a1Q 42.e7 Q b2+ 43.B f2+–)  40.B e1! B c7 41.B c3

K e7–+; 39.B e1 Q g6+ 40.K h3 Q f5+ 41.K g2 Q e4+ 42.K h3 B d8–+]

39...b x d8 40.Q x d8+ K h7 [Black is going to get the second queen, so, 

the rest needs no comment.]

41.Q a5 [41.Q d4 Q d5+–+; 41.Q d3+ Q g6 42.Q d4 Q b1–+]

41...Q b3 42.B f2 [42.e6 Q b2+]

42...Q d5+ [42...Q b2 43.Q a6 Q c2–+  (43...a1Q 44.Q d3+ K g8 45.Q d8+ K

 f7 46.Q d7+=) ]

43.K h3 Q f3+ [promoting another queen.]

[43...Q f3+ 44.B g3  (44.K h4 g5#)  44...Q f1+–+]

0–1

 (87) Sutovsky,Emil (2674) - Beliavsky,Alexander G (2599) [C88]

EU-chT (Men) 15th Gothenburg (1.1), 30.07.2005

 [Erenburg,S]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.h3 [Beliavsky is one of the greattest experts in Marshal lines, so, it was a

logical opening choice for white.]

[8.d4   Erenburg   8...d6   9.c3   B   g4   ½–½   Kramnik,V-Adams,M/Dortmund

2005/CBM 108_01/[Erenburg] (58); 8.c3 Erenburg 8...d5 9.exd5 N xd5 10.N

xe5   N   xe5   11.R   x   e5   c6   ½–½  Alekseev,E-Aronian,L/Warsaw  2005/CBM

108_01/[Erenburg] (38)]

8...B b7 9.d3 d6 10.a3  [Nowadays very fashionable line, as White faces

some problems to get an advantage in Marschal lines...]

10...N a5  [Black attacks white's bishop, thus, making possible the c7–c5

advance. Other possibilities are:]

[10...N   d7   (Erenburg)   ½–½   Kramnik,V-Leko,P/Brissago   2004/CBM   103/

[Lukacs] (43); 10...Q d7 Shirov,A (2685)-Sokolov,I (2670) Groningen 1996

(10) 1–0 11.N c3 R a e8 ½–½ Short,N-Sokolov,I/Wijk aan Zee 1997/CBM

057/[Blatny,P] (46); 10...N d4!? 11.N xd4 exd4 12.N d2 c5 13.N f3 N d7! 

14.a4 N e5 15.B f4 B f6 16.N h2 N g6 17.B d2 B g5 18.a x b5 a x b5 19.R x

a8 b x a8 20.Q c1 b x d2 21.Q x d2 K h8 22.N f3 h6 23.c3 dxc3 24.b x c3 f5? 

Lanka,Z-Blatny,P/EU-chT Debrecen  LAT-CSR 1992/ 0–1 (40)]

11.B a2 c5 12.NB d2 [White has two options of development the queenside

knight... Another one is:]

[12.N c3 N c6 13.N h2 N d4 14.N g4 N xg4 15.hxg4 B g5= 0–1 Leko,P-

Grischuk,A/Cap d'Agde 2003/CBM 098/[Atlas,V] (36)]

12...N c6 [Immediate transfer of the light-squared bishop to e6 is possible as

well: 12...B c8 13.c3 B e6 14.b x e6 fxe6 15.b4 cxb4 16.a x b4 N c6 17.Q b3

Q d7 18.B b2 h6 19.R a2 Rfb8 20.R e a1² 0–1 Leko,P-Anand,V/Dortmund

2004/CBM 103/[Marin,M] (83)]

13.N f1 [White hasn't achieved anything special after 13.c3 Q d7 14.N f1 d5

15.B g5 dxe4 16.dxe4 c4 17.N e3 R f d8 18.N f5 Q e6 19.Q e2 B f8 20.B b1

h6   ½–½   Kramnik,V-Leko,P/Brissago   SUI   2004/The   Week   in   Chess   517

(20)]

13...B c8 [transfering the bishop to e6.]

14.N e3 [White tried also:]

[14.B   g5N   1–0   Anand,V-Kasimdzhanov,R/Leon   2005/CBM   108_01/

[Erenburg] (39) ; 14.a4N B e6 15.b x e6 fxe6 16.c3 Q d7 17.N g3 h6 18.B d2

Rfb8=   0–1   Gdanski,J-Naiditsch,A/Warsaw   2005/CBM   108_01/[Erenburg]

(49); 14.c3 B e6 15.b x e6 fxe6 16.N g3 N d7 17.B e3 d5 18.exd5 exd5

19.a4 R b8 20.a x b5 a x b5 21.b3 R a8 ½–½ Kasparov,G-Topalov,V/Linares

ESP 2005/The Week in Chess 539 (21)]

14...B e6 15.B d5N  [White is moving his light-squared bishop before his

pawns,   that   wil   make   possible   to   located   the   pawns   on   the   light

squares.According   to   my  database,   this   continuation   is   new.  In  previous

game white prefered]

[15.N d5 N b8  (15...b x d5 16.exd5 N d4 17.N d2 N f5 18.N e4 N d7 19.b4 R

 c8   20.B   d2   c4   21.dxc4   b   x   c4   22.a4   N   h4   23.Q   h5²  ½–½   Anand,V-

Shirov,A/Cap d'Agde 2003/CBM 098 (61) )  16.N xe7+ Q x e7 17.B b1 N c6

18.N g5 B d7 19.f4 exf4 20.b x f4 R a e8= ½–½ Anand,V-Grischuk,A/Cap

d'Agde 2003/CBM 098 (51)]

15...R c8 [preparing the b8 square for the knight.]

[15...b x d5 16.exd5 N d4 17.N d2 Q d7 18.N e4 N e8! 19.c3 f5 20.N d2

 (20.cxd4 cxd4)  20...f4 21.Nec4 b x c4 22.cxd4 cxd3 23.dxe5 dxe5 24.N c4

 (24.R x e5 B f6)  24...R d8 25.Q x d3 N c7÷; 15...Q d7 16.c3]

16.c3 [White is preparing either d3–d4 or b2–b4 advance.]

16...b x d5 [In case of 16...Q d7 , white can immediately to carry out d3–d4. 

17.d4 cxd4 18.cxd4 b x d5 19.exd5 N xd4 20.N xd4 exd4 21.Q x d4 Rfe8

22.B d2²]

17.exd5 N b8 18.a4 [creating a tension on the queenside.]

18...Q d7 [covering the f5 square and protecting the b5 pawn.]

[18...b4 19.a5; 18...NB d7 19.a x b5 a x b5 20.Q b3 R b8 21.N f5²]

19.a x b5 [opening the "a" file.]

19...a x b5 20.c4 [strengthening the d5 pawn.]

20...Rfe8   21.N   d2! [Emil   is   planning   to   activate   his   kingside   knight   by

transfering it to the queenside.]

21...R c7 [covering the seventh rank.]

22.cxb5! [In this way white gets the c4 spot.]

22...Q x b5 [22...R b7 23.Ndc4 R x b5 24.B d2²]

23.Ndc4 g6 [covering the f5 square.]

24.B d2 NB d7 25.Q f3 [White strengthens his central d5 pawn, and he is

intending to create some threats against black's monarch.]

25...B f8 26.B c3 [The dark-squared bishop is located excellently on a long

diagonal.]

26...Rcc8 [Black suffers from lack of space, therefore, he decides to change

the rooks on the "a" file.]

27.R a7! R a8 28.R c7! [It is not easy for black to drive away white's rook

from his camp.]

28...R a4 [28...R a6 29.N g4 N xg4 30.hxg4?]

29.N g4 Q b8 [29...N xg4 30.hxg4 R d8 31.R c6²]

30.R c6 N xg4 31.hxg4 R a7 32.g5 [fixing black's kingside pawns.]

32...R b7 33.N d2! [transfering the knight to more active position.]

33...N b6 [trying to prevent white's knight transfer to e4.]

34.N e4 N xd5 35.N xd6 b x d6 36.Q x d5± [White's advantage is obvious, 

thanks to more active pieces.]

36...R b6 [Other continuations are not better:]

[36...R d7 37.R x c5±; 36...R d8 37.R x d6! R x d6 38.Q x e5+–]

37.R x b6 Q x b6 38.g3 [preparing the g2 square for the king/]

[38.b x e5 gives black some chances to survive: 38...b x e5 39.R x e5 R d8²]

38...Q c7 39.R a1 [taking control over the only open file.]

[39.f4 is met by 39...R d8 40.b x e5 b x e5 41.Q x e5 Q x e5=]

39...B f8 40.K g2 Q e7 41.Q c6 R d8 42.Q f6 Q x f6? [After this move, black

is probably lost, as his monarch wil  be paralized...]

[Black should have prefered a passive defence: 42...R e8±]

43.gxf6 R x d3 44.R a8! [creating very unpleasant pin for black!]

44...e4 [44...h5 doesn't change the evaluation of the position: 45.B a5  (45.b

 x e5 g5)  45...R d5 46.R e8+–  (46.b4 c4) ]

45.B a5! [threatening to transfer the bishop to e7 via d8.]

45...h5 [45...e3 46.B d8 e2 47.B e7 h5 48.b x f8 K h7 49.B g7 g5 50.R e8+–; 

45...R d5 46.B d8+–]

46.b4 [Strong enough as well: 46.R e8+–]

46...R a3 [46...R d6 loses as wel : 47.b5 R d7 48.b6 g5 49.R a7 R d1 50.b7

B d6 51.R a6 B e5 52.R c6+–]

47.R c8!+–  [Now white is going to get a very obvious material advantage, 

that promises him an easy victory.]

47...e3 [47...c4 48.B b6+–]

48.fxe3 c4 [48...g5 49.B b6+–]

49.B b6 c3 50.B c5 [50.B c5 c2 51.b x f8 c1Q 52.R x c1+–]

1–0

 (88) Sutovsky,Emil (2674) - Bacrot,Etienne (2729) [C93]

Dortmund SuperGM 33rd Dortmund (4), 11.07.2005

 [Erenburg,S]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 d6

8.c3 0–0 9.h3 B b7 10.d4 R e8 11.N g5 R f8 12.N f3 R e8 13.NB d2 B f8

14.a3 [White is covering the b4 square, thus, preparing to transfer the light-

squared bishop either to c2 or to a2.]

[14.a4 is a main line.]

14...h6 [transforming to the Breyer variation.]

[14...N b8 15.B c2 NB d7 16.b3 c5 17.B b2 g6 18.dxe5 dxe5 19.c4 N h5

20.cxb5 a x b5 21.a4 b x a4 22.N c4 a x b3 23.b x b3 R x a1 24.Q x a1° 1–0

Firman,N-Obodchuk,A/Moscow 2002/CBM 088/[Hecht] (73); 14...g6 15.B a2

B g7 16.b4 a5 17.d5 N e7 18.B b2 N h5 19.N b3 a x b4 20.a x b4 B c8 21.N

a5 N f4 22.c4 g5 23.cxb5 g4 24.N h2 gxh3 25.g3 Neg6  (¹25...N g2 26.R e2

 f5 27.N c6 Q d7 28.B c4 R x a1 29.Q x a1 fxe4 30.Q a7 e3 31.fxe3 N g6÷)

26.B b1 Q g5 27.B c1 B d7?  (27...N f8 28.K h1 Q g6±)  28.K h1 f5 29.R g1 Q

f6 30.exf5 b x f5 31.b x f5 Q x f5 32.gxf4+– 1–0 Adams,M-Grischuk,A/Wijk

aan Zee 2002/CBM 087/[Wedberg] (43); 14...Q d7 15.B c2 R a d8 16.d5 N

e7 17.b3 N g6 18.N f1 c6 19.c4 N h5 20.N g3 N xg3 21.fxg3 R c8 22.B e3 B

e7 23.Q d2 N f8 24.R e c1 Q d8 25.a4 b x c4 26.b x c4 N d7 27.a5 B a8

28.R a b1 R b8 29.B a4 Q c7 30.g4 ½–½ Grischuk,A-Bacrot,E/Cap d'Agde

2003/CBM 098 (30)]

15.B a2 [15.B c2 leads to theoretical position in Breyer variation with extra

tempo h7–h6 for black.]

15...N b8 [transfering the queenside knight to d7.]

[15...d5 16.exd5 N xd5 17.N f1 Q d6 18.dxe5 N xe5 19.N xe5 R x e5 20.R x

e5 Q x e5 21.Q f3 R b8 22.B d2 N f6 23.B f4 Q e8 24.Q d3 R d8 25.Q c2 B

c5 26.B e3 Q e4 27.Q x e4 N x e4 28.f3 b x e3+ 29.N xe3 N f6 30.R d1 ½–½

Kveinys,A-Sulskis,S/ch-LTU, Vilnius LTU 2004 ]

16.d5  [White closes the centre, thus, getting a space advantage. Another

attempt to fight for an advantage is]

[16.Q b3 Q d7 17.d5 c6 18.c4 R c8 19.a4 cxd5 20.cxd5 Q e8 21.Q e3 NB d7

22.a5   N   h5   23.N   f1   R   c7   24.Q   a3   N   c5   25.B   d2   ½–½   Shabalov,A-

Stein,A/Minneapolis USA 2005/The Week in Chess 550 (48)]

16...c6 17.c4 [Interesting alternative is 17.dxc6 b x c6 18.N h2 NB d7 19.Q

f3 Q e7 20.Ndf1 N c5 21.N g3 Q b7 22.N g4 Ncxe4 23.N x e4 N x e4 24.b x

h6 gxh6 25. B x e4 26.N f6+ K h8 27.N x e4° 1–0 Bologan,V-Suhl,D/Berlin

1995/CBM 047 ext (46)]

17...NB d7 18.b4 [covering the c5 square.]

18...N b6N  [According to my database, this position appeared for the first

time. In the previous games Black tried:]

[18...b x c4 19.dxc6 b x c6 20.b x c4 N b6 21.B d3 d5 22.B b2 d4 23.R c1 B

b5 24.Q e2 Q d7= ½–½ Ciuksyte,D-Jenni,F/Christmas Open, Zurich SUI

2003 (73); 18...R c8 19.B b2 b x c4 20.dxc6 b x c6 21.b x c4 B b5 22.B b3 Q

b6   23.a4   B   c6   24.N   c4   Q   b8   0–1   Shabalov,A-Stefansson,H/Liepaya

2004/CBM 103 (34); 18...R b8 19.dxc6 b x c6 20.Q b3 R e7 21.N h4 N b6

22.N f5 R c7 23.Q g3 K h7 24.N xd6 Q x d6 25.c5 Q e7 26.cxb6 R x b6 27.B

b2 1–0 Kveinys,A-Jakubowski,J/Polanica Zdroj 1991/EXT 97 (34)]

19.dxc6 b x c6 20.Q b3 [Creating threats along the a2–g8 diagonal.]

20...R a7! [Black not only protects the f7 pawn, but also liberates the a8

square for the queen.]

21.B   b2?!N  [This   move   leads   to   an   exchange   sacrifice...   But,   probably, 

White doesn't have sufficient compensation. In the preceeding game White

prefered]

[21.cxb5 a x b5 22.B b2 Q a8 23.Q d3 N a4 24.B c1 g6 ½–½ Qin Kanying-

Jackson,S/Novi Sad 1990/EXT 97 (94); 21.Q d3 Q a8=; 21.Q e3 Q b8=]

21...N xc4! 22.N xc4 b x c4 23.Q x c4 B x e4! 24. [Otherwise, Black is a

pawn up.]

24...d5 25.Q b3 N x e4 [Worse is 25...dxe4? 26.N xe5°]

26.N xe5? [Another unsuccessful decision.]

[Better was to eliminate Black's central pawns: 26.Q x d5 Q x d5 27.b x d5 N

f6 28.B c6 R e6 29.N xe5 R a e7 30.f4 g5! 31.B f3 gxf4 32.N d3³]

26...Q b6!µ [Black is an exchange up, while white doesn't succeed to create

any threats...]

27.N g4 [27.R f1 R d8µ  (27...N d2 28.Q x d5 N xf1 29.N xf7‚; 27...N f6µ) ; 

27.Q x d5 is refuted by 27...Q x f2+ 28.K h2 Q x b2 29.N xf7 N c3 30.N x

h6+ K h7–+]

27...R a e7 [threatening with the capture on f2 with fol owing 28...?e2 29.? 

f1 ?xf2 30.?xf2 ?e1 –+]

28.R f1? [loses immediately. Anyway, White's position was already lost:]

[28.Q f3 N xf2  (28...a5 29.b x d5 a x b4 30.a x b4 N g5µ)  29.N xf2 R e1+

30.R x e1 R x e1+ 31.K h2 R f1–+; 28.Q d1 N xf2 29.N xf2 R e2 30.Q d4 R

e1+ 31.R x e1 R x e1+ 32.K h2 Q c7+ 33.g3 Q c2 34.b x d5 R e2 35.b x f7+

Kxf7 36.Q f4+ K g8–+]

28...N d2–+ [winning further material.]

29.Q x d5 [29.Q g3 N xf1 30.N f6+ Q x f6–+]

29...N xf1 30.N e5 Q f6! 31.N d3 [31.N xf7 loses as wel : 31...Q x f7 32.Q x

f7+ R x f7–+]

31...R e1 [31...R e1 32.b x f6 N e3+ 33.N xe1 N xd5–+]

0–1

 (89) Sutovsky,Emil (2674) - Hracek,Zbynek (2591) [C88]

EU-chT (Men) 15th Gothenburg (9.2), 07.08.2005

 [Erenburg,S]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.a4 [In the first round of the same tournament Emil played 8.h3 and won

nice game against Beliavsky. In the last round he prepared another anti-

Marshal   theoretical   line,   which   was   probably   a   surprise   for   a   Czech

Grandmaster. Other possibilities are:]

[8.h3   B   b7   9.d3   d6   10.a3   1–0   Sutovsky,E-Beliavsky,A/Gothenburg

2005/CBM 109_01/[Erenburg] (50) .'; 8.d4 d6 9.c3 B g4 ½–½ Kramnik,V-

Adams,M/Dortmund 2005/CBM 108_01/[Erenburg] (58); 8.c3 d5 9.exd5 N

xd5   10.N   xe5   N   xe5   11.R   x   e5   c6   ½–½   Alekseev,E-Aronian,L/Warsaw

2005/CBM 108_01/[Erenburg] (38)]

8...b4 [giving up on the c4 spot, but, declining the tension on the queenside. 

Black has the fol owing alternatives:]

[8...d5?!N 9.b x d5! N xd5 10.exd5 N d4 11.N xd4 exd4 12.a x b5 B b7 13.c4

dxc3 14.dxc3 a x b5 15.R x a8 b x a8 16.Q d3 b x d5 17.Q x b5± 1–0 De

Firmian,N-Sokolov,I/Amsterdam 1996/CBM 055/[Wedberg] (40); 8...R b8 9.a

x b5 a x b5 10.h3 d6 11.c3 b4 12.d3 B d7 13.d4 R a8 14.R x a8 Q x a8 15.B

g5   h6   16.B   h4   R   d8   17.NB   d2   B   e8   18.Q   c2²   0–1   Fedorov,V-

Onischuk,A/Germany 1994/GER-chT2 (99); 8...B b7 9.d3 R e8 10.N a3 b x

a3 11.b x a3 d5! 1–0 Ivanchuk,V-Adams,M/Linares 2002/CBM 088/[Ftacnik]

(50)]

9.d3 [Other attempts to fight for an advantage are:]

[9.c3 d5!? 10.exd5 N xd5 11.N xe5 N xe5 12.R x e5 c6 13.d4 B d6 14.R e1

Q   h4   15.g3   Q   h3   16.B   e3   B   g4   17.Q   d3   b   x   c3!÷   1–0   Topalov,V-

Sokolov,I/Linares 1995/CBM 046/[Topalov] (38); 9.d4 N xd4 10.N xd4 exd4

11.e5 N e8 12.Q x d4 B b7 13.B f4N c5 14.Q e3 d5 15.exd6 b x d6 16.N d2

Q c7= ½–½ Grischuk,A-Beliavsky,A/Tripoli (m/1)  2004/ (37)]

9...d6  [protecting   the   e5   pawn,   thus,   liberating   the   queenside   knight   for

maneouvres.]

10.a5! [fixing   black's  a6  pawn,   and,   robbing  the   a5   square   from  black's

queenside knight.]

[10.NB d2 N a5 11.B a2 B e6 12.b x e6 fxe6 13.c3 b x c3 14.b x c3 R b8

15.Q e2 N h5 16.g3 Q e8 17.B a3 N b3 18.R a2 N xd2 ½–½ Adams,M-

Leko,P/Linares ESP 2005/The Week in Chess 538 (18)]

10...B e6 11.NB d2 b x b3 [11...Q c8 12.B c4 h6 13.h3 R e8 14.b3 B f8 15.B

b2 Q d7 16.Q e2 b x c4 17.N xc4 g6 18.N h2 B g7 19.N g4 N h7 20.Nge3²

1–0 Akopian,V-Svidler,P/GMA, Wijk aan Zee NED 2004 (48); 11...R b8 12.N

c4 h6 13.c3 b x c3 14.b x c3 N d7 15.B a4 N a7 16.B e3 N b5 17.Q c2 f5

18.exf5 b x f5 19.Ncd2 c5 20.B b3+ K h7 21.N e4 B g6 22.N g3 N c7 23.Q

d1 d5= 1–0 Shirov,A-Almasi,Z/Calvia ESP 2004/The Week in Chess 521

(44)]

12.N   xb3  [Now   white   is   ready   to   carry   out   the   d3–d4   breakthrough. 

Therefore, black prevents this with]

12...d5 [12...R e8 13.h3 h6 14.B d2 B f8 15.N h2 N d7 16.N g4 N c5 17.N

xc5   dxc5   18.N   e3   R   b8   19.N   c4   B   e7   20.B   e3²   1–0   Lobron,E-

Naiditsch,A/GMB Wijk aan Zee NED 2004/The Week in Chess 480 (59)]

13.B g5 d4N [The main drawback of this move is that white gets the c4 spot

for the knights, and black remains with dark-squared bishop, when almost

all his pawns are located on the dark squares...]

[13...R c8 14.B h4 d4 15.b x f6 b x f6 16.N fd2 g6 17.N c4 B g7 18.g3 R b8

19.Q g4 h5 20.Q h3 R b5 21.R e2 N b8 22.R f1 N d7 23.K h1 N f6 24.f3 ½–

½   Dimitrov,V-Hernandez,H/Vilagarcia   de  Arousa   ESP   2005/The   Week   in

Chess 554 (24); 13...h6 14.b x f6 b x f6 15.NB d2 R e8 16.Q e2 R b8

17.exd5   Q   x   d5   18.Q   e4   R   b5   19.N   c4   R   d8   20.b3   N   xa5   21.N   xa5

 (¹21.Ncxe5 R e8 22.Q x d5 R x d5 23.N g4²)  21...R x a5 22.Q x b4 R x a1

23.R x a1 Q c6 24.N e1 e4³ 1–0 Grischuk,A-Tkachiev,V/Prague 2002/CBM

089 (50); 13...R e8 14.Q e2 h6 15.b x f6 b x f6 16.exd5 Q x d5 17.Q e4 R a

d8 18.N fd2 g6 19.Q x d5 R x d5 20.R e4 B g5 21.R c4 N xa5 22.R x a5 R x

a5   23.N   xa5   b   x   d2   24.N   b3   B   g5   25.R   x   b4²   1–0   Grischuk,A-

Tkachiev,V/Prague   2002/CBM   089   (54);   Black   doesn't   equalize   after

13...dxe4 14.b x f6  (14.dxe4 Q x d1 15.Raxd1 R f d8 16.b x f6 b x f6 17.R

 d5²)  14...exf3 15.b x e7 Q x e7 16.Q x f3 Q d6 17.R e4²]

14.b x f6! [Great strategical decision. Now black wil  face seroius problems

with his dark-squared bishop.]

14...b x f6 15.N fd2 [transfering the knight to c4.]

15...g6 16.N c4 R b8 [Black transfers the rook to b5 in order to cover the 5–

th rank' squares, including the c5 spot.]

17.f4! [White cannot lose the time:]

[17.Q g4 B g5! and now black's position isn't bad at al : 18.N c5 R b5 19.N

xa6 B e7]

17...exf4  [Black has to take on f4, otherwise, white wil  continue to push

forward his kingside pawns:]

[17...R b5 18.f5?  (18.Q f3 exf4 19.Q x f4 N e5) ]

18.e5 [Emil sacrificed the pawn, but he got many positional pluses, like the

long diagonal (f3–a8) for the queen, the e4 spot for the rook, and strong e5

pawn.]

18...B h4 19.R e4° R b5 20.Q f3 [threatening with the capture on f4 with the

queen.]

20...B g5 [protecting the f4 pawn. The material advantage is the only black's

hope in this position...]

21.R a e1 R e8 22.e6! f5 [22...fxe6 23.R x e6 R x e6 24.R x e6 N b8 25.Q e4

K f7 26.N xd4+–; Worth consideration: 22...f6!? 23.e7 Q d7!  (23...R x e7

 24.R x e7 N xe7 25.R e6±)  24.R e6 R d5 25.K f1÷ ?N e5 26.Q h3]

23.e7 Q d5? [After this move, probably, white gets an obvious advantage, 

almost decisive one...]

[Deserves attention: ¹23...Q d7!? 24.R e6 R d5÷]

24.R e6 R x e7 [24...Q x f3 25.gxf3 R x e7 26.K f1 R x e6 27.R x e6 N b8

28.N xd4±; 24...N b8 25.Q f2 N c6 26.h4! R x e7 27.R x c6 R x e1+ 28.Q x

e1 Q x c6 29.hxg5±]

25.Q x d5 R x d5 26.K f1! [protecting the rook.]

26...B h4 [26...R x e6 27.R x e6±]

27.R1e2 R x e6 28.R x e6 N e7 [Other continuations are not better:]

[28...N b8 29.R e8++–; 28...N d8 29.R x a6 K f7 30.R a8 N c6 31.a6 B e7

32.a7 K e6 33.Nca5+–; 28...N a7 29.R x a6 N b5 30.R a8+ K f7 31.a6 B e7

32.a7 K e6 33.Nca5+–]

29.R x a6 R d8! [covering the eigth rank. It is the only way to stop white's

passed pawn.]

30.R e6?! [30.R a7? R e8!„; Stronger was 30.K e2!? R e8 31.K f3 N d5 32.N

xd4 R e1 33.g3±]

30...N d5?! [30...K f7 gives black more chances: 31.N c5?]

31.N xd4±  [White won back the sacrificed pawn, and now thanks to more

active pieces and passed "a" pawn, he has an obvious advantage.]

31...R a8 [31...N e3+ 32.N xe3 R x d4 33.a6  (33.N c4±)  33...K f7 34.a7 R d8

35.R a6± /+–]

32.R e5 [driving away the knight from central position.]

32...N e3+ [32...N f6 33.N e6 N g4 34.N xc7+–]

33.N xe3 B f6 [33...fxe3 34.N c6±]

34.R b5?! [Probably, 34.N c4 was simplier 34...b x e5 35.N xe5 R x a5

36.Nec6± /+–]

34...fxe3 [34...b x d4 35.N c4± /+–  (35.N d5 b x b2 36.N xc7 R c8 37.N d5 R

 x c2  with some chances for black.  ) ]

35.N c6 K f7 [35...b x b2 36.R b8++–]

36.K e2 [36.R x b4 R a6 37.R c4±]

36...b x b2 37.R x b4 B a3 38.R b8 [38.R a4 was logical alternative: 38...B

c5 39.d4 B d6 40.a6±]

38...R a6 39.N e5+ [transfering the knight to c4.]

39...K e6 40.N c4 B d6 [40...B c5 41.c3 f4 42.g3 g5 43.R h8±]

41.R e8+ K f7  [Probably, more resistant was 41...K f6 , but, the position

favours white anyway: 42.R x e3  (42.g3 B b4 43.R e5 c5 44.Kxe3 R x a5)

42...B b4! 43.R e5 c5 44.d4! cxd4  (44...b x a5 45.R x c5± /+– )  45.R b5+–]

42.R x e3 b x h2 [42...B b4 loses as wel : 43.d4 c5  (43...b x a5 44.R a3 R

 e6+ 45.N e5++–)  44.d5+–]

43.R h3 B d6 44.R x h7+ K f6 45.c3 [covering the b4 square.]

45...g5 46.R h6+ [forcing the black king to move to more passive position.]

46...K g7 47.R h1 K f6 48.R h6+ K g7 49.R h1 K f6 50.K e3 [activating the

king.]

50...B f8 [50...K e6 51.R h5 g4 52.d4 R a8 53.R h6++–]

51.d4 R c6 52.R a1 R a6 [52...R x c4 53.a6 R c6 54.a7 R e6+ 55.K d3 R e8

56.a8Q R x a8 57.R x a8+–]

53.N e5 [transfering the knight to b4 via d3.]

53...B d6 54.N d3 K e6 55.N b4 R a8 [55...b x b4 56.cxb4 c6 57.K d3 R a7

 (57...K d5 58.R e1+–)  58.K c4+–]

56.a6   c5   57.N   d3   cxd4+   58.Kxd4+–  [White   is   a   pawn   up,   he   has   two

passed   pawns   and   his   pieces   are   consolidated   better,  than   the   black's

ones... The rest is an easy job for white.]

58...B b8 59.c4 g4 60.K c5 B d6+ 61.K b6 R b8+ 62.K c6 R c8+ 63.K b6 R

b8+ 64.K a5 B c7+ 65.K a4 [White's "a" pawn is unstoppable.]

65...B b6 [65...f4 66.a7 R a8 67.K b5 K d7 68.K a6+–]

66.R b1 [forcing to change the rooks.]

66...B a7 67.R x b8 b x b8 68.K b5 K d7 69.K b6 f4 [69...f4 70.N xf4  (70.K

 b7+–)  70...b x f4 71.a7 B e3+ 72.c5+–]

1–0

 (90) Sutovsky,Emil (2674) - Adams,Michael (2719) [C85]

Dortmund SuperGM 33rd Dortmund (9), 17.07.2005

 [Erenburg,S]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.b x c6!? [The main

difference between the delayed exchange variation of Ruy Lopez Defence

and exchange variation (4.?xc6) is that Black has already developed his

kingside light pieces. The most popular reply for Black against exchange

variation   in   Ruy   Lopez   Defence   is   4...f6.   In   this   position,   Black   cannot

already play f7–f6, and his dark-squared bishop is located on e7, which is

not the best position. ]

6...dxc6 7.d3 N d7 8.NB d2 [transfering the knight to c4.]

8...0–0 9.N c4 [There is another plan with the fianchetto of the dark-squared

bishop.]

[9.b3 f6 10.B b2 N c5 11.d4 exd4 12.N xd4 R e8 13.Q e2 B d6 14.R a e1N Q

e7 15.f4 B d7 16.Q f3! Q f7 17.N c4 f5? 18.exf5 b x f5 19.N xf5 Q x f5 20.Q

c3!±   1–0   Erenburg,S-Van   Beek,A/Hoogeveen   NED   2004/The   Week   in

Chess 520/[Erenburg] (35)]

9...f6 10.N h4 [After Black plays f7–f6 White gets the possibility to move the

kingside knight to h4 in order to carry out the f2–f4 breakthrough. Other

possibilities are:]

[10.B e3 N c5 11.b4!? 1–0 Delgado,N-Matsuura,E/Osasco 2004/CBM 103/

[Wedberg] (49); 10.d4 exd4 11.N xd4 N b6 N 12.N e3 R e8 13.c3 B f8 14.Q

b3+ K h8 15.R d1 Q e7 16.f3 Q e5 17.N f1 B d6 18.B e3 Q e7 19.B f2 c5=

20.N f5 b x f5 21.exf5 c4 22.Q c2 B c5 23.R e1 b x f2+ 24.Q x f2 Q d7 25.N

g3 ½–½ Smyslov,V-Xie Jun/Monte Carlo 1994/CBM 042/[Wedberg] (25)]

10...g6 [Covering the f5 square.]

[Another option is 10...N c5 0–1 McShane,L-Bacrot,E/Biel 2004/CBM 102/

[Wedberg] (51) ]

11.g3 [Protecting the knight and preparing the f2–f4 advance. White has the

following alternatives:]

[11.B h6 R f7 12.f4 exf4 13.R x f4 N f8 14.R f1 B e6 15.N e3 f5 16.Nhxf5

gxf5   17.exf5   B   d7   18.Q   g4+   K   h8   19.R   f3   B   d6÷   1–0   Wedberg,T-

Kaiszauri,K/Gladsaxe 1979/MCD (42); 11.N f3 N c5 12.B e3 B e6 13.N a5 Q

c8 14.Q e1 B d7 15.d4 exd4 16.N xd4 N e6 17.N xe6 b x e6 18.b4² 1–0

Smagin,S-K hruschiov,A/Moscow 2002/EXT 2003 (39); 11.f4 can be met by

11...f5]

11...N c5 12.B h6N  [According to my database, this position appeared for

the first time.]

[In the preceding game White continued: 12.N g2 B h3 13.f4 exf4 14.b x f4

N e6 15.B e3 c5 16.R f2 b5 17.N d2 Q d7 18.N f4 N xf4 19.R x f4 B d6 20.R

f2 R a e8³ 0–1 Zatulovskaya,T-Zivaeva,T/Alma-Ata 1980/EXT 2002 (32)]

12...R f7 13.b4! [Forcing Black's knight to rob the e6 square from the light-

squared bishop.]

[13.Q d2 is met by 13...B e6]

13...N e6 14.Q d2 c5 15.K h1! [White moves away the king from the a7–g1

diagonal in order to rob from Black the resource of check from this diagonal. 

It should be noted, that White frees the "g" file for his heavy pieces in case

of changes on f4.]

15...b5  [White   has   a   serious   compensation   after   15...cxb4   16.f4   exf4

 (16...b5 17.N a5°)   17.gxf4 f5 18.N f3 fxe4 19.N fe5 R f5 20.Q g2 Q e8

21.dxe4 R h5 22.N g4°]

16.N a5 B f8  [Worth consideration: 16...cxb4!? 17.f4 (17.N c6 Q d6 18.N

xe7+ Q x e7 19.f4 exf4 20.gxf4  (20.b x f4 N xf4 21.R x f4 B e6µ)  20...f5 21.N

f3 fxe4 22.dxe4 B  b7 23.Q e3 N c5µ) 17...exf4 18.gxf4 f5 19.N f3 B  f8

 (19...fxe4 20.N e5÷)  20.b x f8 R x f8÷]

17.b x f8 Q x f8 18.a3  [White strengthens his important b4 pawn, which

fixes Black's queenside pawns.]

18...cxb4 19.a x b4 c5 [Black opens the "c" file for his rooks.]

20.f4 exf4 21.gxf4 Q h6 [Black cannot allow White to play f4–f5. 21...cxb4

22.f5±]

22.N g2 [Deserves attention: 22.Q f2!? cxb4 23.f5 N g7  (23...N g5 24.R a

 b1²)  24.R g1÷]

22...cxb4 23.Q x b4 Q f8 24.Q x f8+ Kxf8 [In case of 24...N xf8 25.N e3 f5

26.K g2 N e6 27.N d5² White's position is slightly better, thanks to his active

knights.]

25.f5 N c5 [Black doesn't equalize after 25...gxf5 26.R x f5 N g7 (26...N d8

27.R f2 f5 28.e5 N b  (28...N e6 29.R a f1 N g7 30.d4 B e6 31.N f4±)  29.N

b3²) 27.R f2 f5 28.e5²  (28.R a f1 R a a7=) ]

26.N e3 gxf5 27.N xf5 b x f5 28.R x f5 R c8 [White has succeeded to get a

superior pawn structure, but the position is near to equality, due to small

amount of the pawns on the board.]

29.R a f1  [29.N b3 The exchange of the knights doesn't promise anything

special for White: 29...N xb3 30.cxb3 R c3 31.R x a6 R x b3 32.Raxf6 R x f6

33.R x f6+ K e7 34.R b6 R x d3 35.R x b5 R e3=]

29...N d7?! [After the exact 29...K e7 30.e5 N d7= Black equalizes.]

30.c4! R c5 [30...N c5 31.cxb5  (31.R d5 b x c4 32.N xc4 N x e4=)  31...a x b5

32.R c1  (32.R x f6 Rcc7!=)  32...Rfc7 33.R x f6+ K e7 is near to a draw.]

31.R5f2²  [threatening ?b7. After White succeeded to carry out c2–c4, his

position becomes better.]

31...R e7 32.d4 R c7 33.c5  34.c6 N b6 35.R x f6+ K g7 36.R d6 R e2? 

[After this inaccurate move, White gets an obvious advantage.]

[Better was 36...R g4²]

37.N b!± N c8 [37...R e e7 38.N c5+–; 37...R c8 38.c7 N c4 39.R g1+ K f7

40.R h6+–]

38.R d7+  [May be stronger was 38.R g1+ K f7 (38...K f8 39.R d8+ R e8

40.R x e8+ Kxe8 41.R g8+ K f7  (41...K e7 42.R g7++–)  42.R x c8+–) 39.R

h6 K f8 40.d5+–]

38...R e7 39.R x c7 R x c7 40.d5 N b6 41.N d6! [threatening ?e8+]

[After 41.N c5 Black has some chances: 41...R c8 42.R d1 N xd5 43.R x d5

R x c6²]

41...K g8 [41...K g6 doesn't change the evaluation of the position. 42.R g1+

K h6  (42...K h5 43.N e8 R c8 44.N f6++–)  43.N f5+ K h5 44.N e3  (44.h4 h6)

44...N xd5 45.N xd5 R x c6 46.N b4± /+–]

42.N e8?! [White had excel ent chances after 42.R a1! N xd5 43.R x a6 K f8

44.N xb5 R c8 45.N d4± /+–]

42...R c8 43.N f6+? [throwing away the advantage... ]

[White should have played 43.N d6 R d8  (43...R c7 44.R a1 -42.?a1!  )  44.N

f5 N xd5 45.R d1 K f8 46.N e3 R c8 47.N xd5 R x c6 48.N b4± /+–]

43...K g7 44.d6 R x c6 45.d7 N xd7 46.N xd7 a5=  [White has only one

pawn, and his pieces are not so coordinated... These factors promise Black

an easy draw.]

47.R g1+ K h6 48.N e5 R c5 49.N f7+ K h5 50.N d6 b4 51.R b1

½–½

 (91) Sutovsky,Emil (2674) - Stefansson,Hannes (2579) [C84]

EU-Cup 21st Saint Vincent (1.1), 18.09.2005

 [Erenburg,S]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 N f6 4.d3 d6 5.0–0 B e7 [A rare continuation. 

Usual y Black prefers to fianchetto his dark-squared bishop, as it is more

active on the long diagonal. More popular possibilities are:]

[5...B d7 preventing White's possible move 6.d3–d4.   6.c3 White has the

following alternatives:  (6.d4 B e7 7.d5 N b8 8.b x d7+ Nb x d7 9.R e1 N c5

 10.N c3 0–0 11.N d2 a5 12.N b3 Ncd7 13.B e3 c6 14.a4 cxd5 15.exd5 b6

 16.f4   Q   c8   17.fxe5   dxe5   18.d6   B   d8   19.Q   f3²   0–1   McShane,L-

Harikrishna,P/Tiayuan CHN 2005/The Week in Chess 557 (80) ; 6.R e1 B e7

 7.c3 0–0 8.NB d2 R e8 9.N f1 B f8 10.h3 g6 11.B e3 B g7 12.N g3 N a5 13.b

 x d7 Q x d7 14.b4 N c6 15.b5 N d8 16.c4 N e6 17.N e2 c6 18.b x c6 b x c6

 19.Q a4 Q c7 20.R a b1 ½–½ Rozentalis,E-Onischuk,A/Mallorca 2004/CBM

104 no vc (20) )   6...g6 preparing a fianchetto for the dark-squared bishop. 

 (6...a6 7.B a4 g6 8.NB d2 B g7 9.R e1 0–0 10.N f1 N h5 11.B g5 Q e8 12.B

 b3 K h8 13.N e3 f5 14.N d5 R c8 15.exf5 gxf5 16.d4 e4 17.N h4 N a5 18.N

 e7 N xb3 19.a x b3 R a8 20.f3 Q f7 21.fxe4 fxe4 22.R f1 Q x f1+ 23.Q x f1 R

 x  f1+   24.R   x  f1   R   f8   25.Nhf5   B   f6³   1–0  Timofeev,A-Aleksandrov,A/Izmir

2004/CBM 104 no vc (76) )  7.NB d2 B g7 8.R e1 0–0 9.B a4 White's light-

squared bishop has nothing to do on the a4–e8 diagonal. White transfers it

to b3. 9...Q e8 The location of the queen on e8 is very successful, as it

creates a quite unpleasant opposition for White's light squared bishop. It

should be noted, that Black's main plan in this position is carrying out f7–f5. 

Usual y black transfers his kingside knight to h5, and then pushes   his f-

pawn forward. In this case, Black's queen protects the h5 knight.  (9...N h5

 10.N f1 Q e8 11.B c2 K h8 12.d4 f6 13.N e3 R c8 14.b3 N f4 15.B b2 N d8

 16.Q d2 N f7 17.R a d1 R d8 18.c4 c5 19.dxc5 dxc5 20.Q a5±  1–0 Azarov,S-

Aleksandrov,A/Minsk   2000/EXT   2001   (60) )   10.B   b3   ( White   didn't   get

anything after  10.N f1  Erenburg  10...N h5 11.N e3 K h8 12.N d5 R c8 13.B

 c2 N e7 14.d4 exd4 15.N xd4 N xd5 16.exd5 Q d8 17.B e3 R e8 18.a4 ½–½

Azarov,S-Aronian,L/Goa   2002/CBM   091   ext   (18) )   10...N   h5   11.N   f1

transfering the knight to g3.  ( Another possibility is  11.N c4 K h8 12.d4 B g4

 13.dxe5 N xe5 14.Ncxe5 dxe5 15.h3 R d8 16.Q e2 B e6 17.B e3 a6 18.R a

 d1  Q  e7   19.Q   c2²   1–0  Palac,M-Marcelin,C/France   2000/EXT 2001  (32) )

11...N d8N Black is going to bring the knight to f4 via e6. 12.d4 N e6 13.N

g3 Nef4  (13...N xg3 14.hxg3 K h8 15.B e3²; 13...Nhf4 14.B e3 Q e7 15.d5 N

 c5 16.B c2²)   14.B e3 Q e7 15.N xh5! N xh5 16.dxe5 dxe5 17.Q d5² 1–0

Svidler,P-Almasi,Z/Gothenburg 2005/CBM 109_01/[Erenburg] (49) attacking

the pawn b7 and threatening with ?c5.; 5...g6 6.d4!? White loses the tempo, 

playing twice with the same pawn. But, in this particular position White has a

development advantage and he can play aggressively. In this way, Emil gets

a   space   advantage.   6...B   d7   7.R   e1   B   g7   8.d5   White   gets   a   space

advantage   on   the   queenside.   Actually,   in   positions   with   Indian   pawn

structure,   White   is   interested   to   change   the   light-squared   bishops.   The

alternatives are:  (8.b x c6?! b x c6 9.dxe5 N x e4 10.Q d3 dxe5! 11. B x e4

 12.Q   x   e4   Q   d1+   13.Q   e1   0–0–0   14.N   c3   Q   x   c2³   0–1   Guseinov,G-

Aleksandrov,A/Batumi 2002/CBM 090/[Wedberg] (44) ; 8.dxe5 N xe5 9.b x

 d7+ Q x d7 10.B g5 0–0 11.N xe5 dxe5 12.Q x d7 N xd7=  1–0 Kupreichik,V-

Levin,F/Germany 1995/GER-chT2 (58) ; 8.c3 0–0 9.B a4 Q e8 10.B c2 B g4

 11.d5 N e7 12.NB d2 N h5 13.a4 B h6 14.a5 b x d2 15.b x d2 f5÷   0–1

Hamdouchi,H-Kayumov,S/Abu  Dhabi  2004/CBM  103 (49) )   8...N  e7 9.b x

d7+ N xd7 Black takes with the knight, in order to prepare the counterstrike

f7–f5.   White's   main   plan   with   such   a   pawn   structure   is   of   course   the

development of initiative on the queenside by c2–c4, b2–b4 with fol owing

c4–c5.   In   opposite,   Black   creates   counterplay  on   the   kingside,   pushing

forward kingside pawns. 10.B e3N In the previous game White continued

 (10.a4 0–0 11.a5 a6 12.c4 h6 13.R a3 f5 14.b4 N f6 15.NB d2 Q d7 16.Q c2

 g5   17.h3   R   a   c8   18.exf5   Q   x   f5   19.Q   a2²  ½–½   Morozevich,A-

Georgiev,K/Mallorca   2004/CBM  104   no  vc   (71) )   10...f5   Black   decides   to

attack wWhite's centre immediately. Other possibilities are:  (10...0–0 11.c4

 h6 12.Q d2²; 10...h6 11.c4 f5 12.N c3 0–0 13.b4²)  11.N g5! emphasizing the

drawback of Black's previous move. 11...N f8 12.exf5 gxf5 13.f4! opening up

the game, using the vulnerable position of Black's king. 13...Q d7 14.c4

Neg6 preparing to drive White's knight away from the active position. 15.N

c3 h6 16.N f3 e4 Black closes the centre, althogh his king is not safe yet. 

17.N d4 h5! preventing the occupation of the  square h5 by White's queen. 

Black's position is not bad at al  from a strategical point of view. But, his

monarch is stil  in the centre. That's why White should play aggressively. 

18.Ncb5 K f7 Otherwise, Black would drive away the knight from b5 with a7–

a6.   19.N   e6!   White   sacrifices   the   pawn,   but   this   makes   the   position   of

Black's king stil  more vulnerable. 19...N xe6 20.dxe6+ Kxe6 21.Q d5+± 1–0

Sutovsky,E-Kramnik,V/Dortmund 2005/CBM 108_01/[Erenburg] (51)]

6.R e1 [White doesn't define the positions of his queenside light pieces yet, 

but first strengthens his centre.]

[Another possibility is 6.NB d2 0–0 7.R e1?!  (¹7.c3)  7...a6 8.b x c6  (8.B a4

 b5 9.B b3 N a5=)  8...b x c6 9.d4 exd4 10.N xd4 B d7 11.b3 c5 12.N e2 N g4

13.h3 B f6 14.R b1 N e5= 1–0 Shirov,A-Navara,D/Prague CZE 2005/The

Week in Chess 575 (35)]

6...0–0  [Black is already threatening with the elimination of White's light-

squared bishop by a7–a6, b7–b5 with  the following ?a5.]

7.c3 [preparing the c2 square for the light-squared bishop.]

7...a6 [Other possibilities are:]

[7...B d7 8.NB d2 R e8 9.N f1 B f8 10.B g5 h6  (10...N e7!? 11.b x f6 b x b5

 12.B g5 Q d7 13.N g3 f6 14.B e3 K h8 15.d4 Q e6 16.a4 B d7 17.d5 Q f7÷

0–1 Marta,M-Spano Cuomo,G/Palocco 1998/EXT 2001 (40) )  11.B h4 B e7

12.a4 N h7 13.B g3  (13.b x e7 Q x e7 14.N e3 N f6 15.a5 a6 16.B c4²)  13...B

g4 14.h3 B h5 15.N1h2 a6  (15...N g5 16.N g4 b x g4 17.hxg4 Q d7 18.N d2

 a6   19.B   c4   N   h7   20.N   f1²)   16.B   c4   Q   c8   17.Q   c2²   1–0   Ivanchuk,V-

Alekseev,E/Istanbul 2003/CBM 096/[Wedberg] (59); 7...N b8 8.d4 c6 9.B f1

NB d7 10.a4 R e8 11.a5 a6 12.NB d2 B f8 13.Q c2 Q c7 14.b4?! (¹14.N b3!? 

c5 (14...d5 15.exd5 N xd5  (15...cxd5 16.dxe5 N xe5 17.N xe5 R x e5 18.B

 f4+–)  16.B d3±) 15.d5²) 14...d5 15.exd5 cxd5 16.dxe5 N xe5 17.R x e5 R x

e5 18.N xe5 Q x e5 19.N f3 Q c7 20.Q d3 B g4 21.B e3 b x f3 22.B b6 Q c6

23.Q x f3 N e4 24.B d4 N d2= ½–½ Timofeev,A-Chuprov,D/Kazan RUS

2005/The Week in Chess 566 (38)]

8.B   a4   R   e8  [A   typical   maneouvre   for   the   Ruy   Lopez   Defence.   Black

transfers his rook to e8 in order to press White's centre along the e-file, 

while, Black's dark-squared bishop is usually transfered to g7 via f8.]

[In   the   game   from   the   match   between   human   players   and   engines   K

halifman prefered 8...b5 9.B b3 N a5 10.B c2 c5 11.NB d2 N c6 12.N f1 R e8

13.N g3 B f8 14.h3 g6 15.a3 B g7 16.B e3 Q e7 17.b4 B b7 18.B b3² 1–0

JUNIOR-K halifman,A/Bilbao ESP 2005 (65)]

9.d4 [Emil immediately takes control over the centre, that seems for me as

the most principled and most ambitious continuation.]

[Less principled is 9.NB d2 B f8 10.d4 exd4 11.cxd4 b5 12.B c2 B g4 13.h3

B h5 14.N f1 d5 15.e5 N e4 16.N g3 (16.B x e4? dxe4 17. R x e5  (17...N xe5

 18.R x e5 R x e5 19.g4 b x g4 20.hxg4 R e4 21.N e3 c5 22.d5 B d6 23.Q

 d3²)  18.R x e5 N xe5 19.g4 N xf3+ 20.Q x f3 B g6µ) 16...N xg3 17.fxg3 N b4

18.B b1 c5 19.dxc5 b x c5+ 20.K h2 B g6 21.b x g6 hxg6 22.a3 N c6 23.B

f4÷ 0–1 Val ejo Pons,F-Cabrera,A/Albox ESP 2005/The Week in Chess 553

(66)]

9...b5 10.B c2 [We've got the theoretical position, when White has carried

out d2–d4 by two moves, but transfered his light-squared bishop to c2 in one

tempo.]

[10.B b3 leads to C91 with extra tempo for black- ?e8 is already played.]

10...exd4 [In case of 10...B g4 11.d5 black's 11...N a5 wil  not attack white's

light-squared bishop. 12.h3²]

11.cxd4N [A novelty in a rare position. The capture with the pawn is surely

much more logical than]

[11.N xd4?! N xd4?  (¹11...N e5)  12.cxd4 c5 13.N d2 N d7 14.N f3 B b7 15.B

f4² 1–0 Schoeneberg,M-Brameyer,H/Colditz 1967/EXT 99 (40)]

11...B   g4   12.N   c3  [After   black   has   captured   on   d4,   White   has   got   the

excel ent square c3 for his queenside knight.]

12...B f8 13.B g5 [creating an unpleasant pin.]

13...h6 14.B  h4  g5  [Otherwise,  it   is   a problem  for Black   to activate his

pieces.]

15.B g3 B g7 16.e5 [Black is very vulnerable on the long diagonal h1–a8 . 

That's why the Israeli Grandmster drives Black's kingside knight away and

gets the spot e4 for his light-squared bishop.]

[16.Q d3?! N b4 17.Q d2 N xc2 18.Q x c2 N h5„]

16...dxe5 [An interesting alternative was 16...b x f3 17.gxf3  (17.Q x f3 N xd4

 18.Q d3 N xc2 19.Q x c2 N h5³)  17...dxe5 18.dxe5 N d7  (18...N h5 19.B e4

 N xe5 20.b x a8 Q x a8 21.b x e5 R x e5 22.R x e5 b x e5÷)  19.e6  (19.B e4

 Ndxe5 20.b x e5 N xe5 21.b x a8 Q x a8 22.R e3 R d8 23.Q e2 N c4³)  19...R

x e6 20.R x e6 fxe6 21.B e4 Nce5 22.b x e5 N xe5 23.b x a8 Q x a8 24.N e4

g4 25.N d2 gxf3 26.Q b3÷]

17.dxe5 N d7 18.h3 [trying to eliminate the improtant light-squared bishop, 

or at least to drive away it from the diagonal c8–h3.]

[18.Q d3 b x f3! 19.Q x f3 N d4 20.Q e4 N xc2 -see 18...?xf3 without white's

h2–h3...]

18...B h5 [Probably, Black could equalize after 18...b x f3 19.Q x f3 N d4! 

 (19...Ncxe5 20.Q f5±)  20.Q d3 N xc2 21.Q x c2 N xe5 22.R a d1 Q f6 23.N

d5 Q c6 24.Q f5 Q g6=]

19.e6! R x e6? [Probably, a mistake in calculations... Black should have

continued]

[19...fxe6 20.B e4  (20.Q d3 N f6 21.Q e3 N b4³)  20...N d4÷ 21.b x a8?! Q x

a8 22.R e3 R f8 23.N e4 N b6³]

20.R x e6 fxe6 21.B e4 N d4 [Interesting was 21...Nde5!? , but after 22.N

xe5!  (22.b x e5 N xe5 23.b x a8 Q x a8³)  22...b x d1 23.N xc6 Q d2 24.R x

d1 White's chances should be better. 24...Q x b2 25.N e7+ K f8 26.N g6+ K

g8 27.b x a8 b x c3 28.R d8+ K g7 29.B e4?]

22.b x c7! [This key move should have been seen before White was playing

19.e6! Now White is winning an exchange.]

22...Q x c7 [22...N xf3+ 23.gxf3  (23.b x f3 Q x c7 24.b x h5 R f8„)  23...Q x c7

24.b x a8 N b6 25.B e4 N c4 26.R b1±]

23.b x a8 b4 24.N e2! [driving away Black's knight from excellent position.]

24...N xf3+ 25.b x f3 b x f3 26.gxf3 N e5 [26...b x b2 27.R b1±]

27.Q b3± [White is an exchange up, and Black's king is vulnerable.]

27...Q c4 [Black is looking for survival chances in the endgame, this seems

quite logical. The problem is that his position is objectively lost..]

[27...Q c6 is met by 28.N d4±]

28.Q x c4 [Weaker was 28.f4 gxf4  (28...Q x e2 29.Q x e6+ K h7 30.fxe5+–)

29.Q x c4 N xc4 30.N xf4 b x b2²]

28...N xc4 29.R c1 N xb2 30.R c8+ K f7 31.R a8+– [White collects the a-

pawn, that makes his position technically winning.]

31...N d3 32.R x a6 B f8 33.N d4 [activating the knight.]

33...N f4 34.K h2 B c5 35.N c2 N d5 36.K g2 K e7 37.R a8 [threatening to

win the h6 pawn.]

37...N f4+ 38.K f1 [Black's b4 pawn is much more important, than White's

h3 pawn.]

38...h5 39.R  b8 N xh3  [39...N d5 doesn't change too much. 40.K e2+–

White wil  bring the king to the queenside and wil  col ect the pawn b4.]

40.N xb4 [Now nothing can stop White's pawn on the a-file.]

40...N f4 41.a4 h4 42.a5 h3 43.K g1 K d6 44.a6

1–0

 (92) Kasimdzhanov,Rustam (2673) - Ivanchuk,Vassily (2731) [C92]

Turin ol (Men) 37th Turin (4), 24.05.2006

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–

0 8.h3 d6 9.c3 B b7 10.d4 R e8 11.NB d2 B f8 12.a4 h6  [The Zaitsev's

variation   went   on   to   a   serious   test   in   the   World   championship   matches

Kasparov-Karpov and remains highly topical nowadays as wel .]

13.B c2 exd4 14.cxd4 N b4 15.B b1 c5 16.d5 N d7 17.R a3 [White's rook

heading to the kingside.]

17...f5  [17...c4 has been seen twice in KK World championship match in

1986. Both games ended victoriously for White.]

18.g4!? [A very interesting move, which appeared only twice beforehand. 

This game wil  probably give a new push to this line.]

[In the fifth KK match in 1990 Kasparov played once 18.R a e3; and twice

18.exf5 . It seems that recent analysis showed good defensive resources for

Black   in   both   cases.;   Therefore,   White   switched   to   18.N   h2   which   is

considered to be the mail line nowadays.]

18...fxg4?! [A novelty and probably not the best one. In such a sharp line

one inaccuracy might be enough to lose the whole game.]

[18...f4!? An attempt to block white's initiative on the kingside might be an

improvement for Black. 19.N b3 c4  (19...g5 20.a x b5 a x b5 21.B d2 N e5

 22.b x b4 N xf3+ 23.Q x f3 cxb4 24.R x a8 Q x a8 25.Q d1 B g7 26.Q d2²  De

Firmian,N-Ivanov,A/Philadelphia 1993 )  20.NB d4 N c5„ 21.b x f4 Q f6 22.B

h2 NB d3° Hellers,F-Almasi,Z/Malmo 1994; 18...fxe4?! This is rather risky, 

but deserves investigation as well. For example: 19.N x e4 b x d5   (19...N

 xd5 20.g5 N7b6 21.Q c2‚; 19...c4 20.g5 N d3 21.b x d3 cxd3 22.R x d3 N c5

 23.N xc5 dxc5 24.gxh6±)  20.g5 N e5  (20...b x a4 21.B d2 B b3 22.R x b3 a x

 b3 23.b x b4 cxb4 24.Q x b3+ K h8 25.N h4 N e5 26.f4‚)  21.N xe5 R x e5

22.gxh6 Q h4 23.hxg7 b x g7 24.R g3 R f8  (24...B x e4 25.Q x d6 R a e8

 26.B h6 R5e6 27.R x g7+ K h8 28.Q x c5 Q x h6 29.R g4+–)  25.B g5 R x g5

26.N xg5 B d4 (26...Q x g3+ 27.fxg3 B d4+ 28.Q x d4  (28.K h2?? R f2+ 29.K

 g1 R d2+–+)  28...cxd4 29.a x b5 a x b5 30.R d1±) 27.N e4+ K h8 28.Q g4 Q

x g4 29.R x g4 b x a4 30.R h4+ K g7 31.R g4+ K h8=]

19.hxg4 N e5 [After 19...B e7 20.N f1 B f6 21.N e3 N e5 22.N xe5 b x e5

23.N   f5   White   has   pleasant   attacking   prospects.;   Deserved   attention:

19...g6!? covering the f5 square..]

20.g5! B c8 [20...hxg5? 21.N xe5 dxe5 22.Q h5‚]

21.N xe5 Q x g5+ 22.R g3 Q x e5 23.N f3 [White is a pawn down, but his

pieces are ready for a strike. ]

23...Q h5 [23...Q f6 24.Q e2! B b7   (24...N xd5 25.e5! dxe5 26.Q e4 B b7

 27.Q h7+ K f7 28.B g6+ K e7 29.b x h6+–)  25.e5! dxe5 26.Q e4+–]

24.K g2 B g4 25.R h1 b x f3+ [25...Q g6 26.B d2 and after the fol owing e4–

e5 White wil  get a crushing attack.]

26.R x f3 Q g4+ 27.K f1 ! [The only way to stay in the game.]

28.b x h6! [28.B x e4? Q x e4 and Black is fine.]

28...R   a7  [28...gxh6?   29.R   g3+–;   28...R   d4?   29.Q   e2  N   xd5  30.B   f5+–; 

28...R a e8 29.B e3±  (29.B x e4?! Q x e4 30.B d2 N xd5÷) ]

29.B d2 [The "h" file is now a real problem for Black.]

29...R f7 [29...N xd5? 30.R h8+! Kxh8 31.R x f8+ K h7 32.Q x g4+–]

30.B x e4 Q x e4 31.Rfh3 R f5 32.b x b4 Q x b4 33.Q e2 [Black is forced to

exchange queens not to be mated.]

33...Q c4 34.Q x c4 b x c4 35.R h5 R x h5? [This decision is hard to

understand. The exchange of rooks leads to a totally hopeless ending for

Black.]

[It was necessary to keep the rooks on the board: 35...g5! 36.R g1   (36.R

 h8+ K f7 37.R1h7+ B g7 38.R d8 K g6 39.R x g7+ Kxg7 40.R x d6 a5  and

Black should make a draw.  )  36...B e7 37.R h4 R x d5  (37...B f6? 38.R x c4 b

 x b2 39.f4 R x d5 40.R x g5+ R x g5 41.fxg5 K f7 42.R f4+ K g6 43.R f8 a5

 44.R g8+ K f7 45.R a8 B c3 46.R a6!+–)  38.R x c4 R d2 with good survival

chances.]

36.R x h5 B e7 37.R h3! [Kasim plays it precisely.]


37...B f6 38.b3 c3 39.K e2 [Black's passed pawn is not dangerous at al .]

39...K f7 40.K d3 K g6 41.R h8 [The rook is coming to capture black's "a" 

pawn. The rest is easy.]

41...K f5 42.R a8 K e5 43.R x a6 Kxd5 44.a5 g6 45.R a7 K c6 46.R f7

1–0

 (93) Kobalia,Mihail (2672) - MiK halevski,Victor (2584) [C92]

EU-ch 12th Aix les Bains (4), 25.03.2011

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.d3 d6 [6...b5 7.B

b3 d6 8.a4]

7.c3 0–0 8.R e1 b5 9.B c2 B b7 10.NB d2 R e8 11.N f1 B f8 12.N g3 g6

13.d4 B g7 14.h3 exd4 [14...h6 la grande ligne mais les Noirs vont tenter

d'améliorer une partie de l'adversaire; 14...Q e7 15.B e3 Q f8 16.Q d2 N b8

17.a4 NB d7 18.B d3 c6 19.b4 R a d8 20.a x b5 exd4 21.cxd4 cxb5 22.d5 R

c8 23.R a c1 R x c1 24.R x c1 R c8 25.B d4 Q d8 26.R x c8 Q x c8 27.Q f4

Q c7 28.B f1 B c8 29.Q e3 N e8 30.b x g7 Kxg7 31.N d4 Ndf6 32.B e2 N g8

33.K f1 Nef6 34.K e1 N e7 35.K d2 N d7 36.Q g5 N f6 37.h4 h6 38.Q e3 h5

39.N f3 Neg8 40.N g5 B d7 41.Q c3 Q b6 42.K e1 K f8 43.N f1 K e7 44.N e3

Kobalia,M (2639)-Lopez Martinez,J (2563) Dresden 2007 ½–½ (72)]

15.cxd4 N b4 16.B b1 c5 17.d5 a5 18.a3! N a6 19.B e3 a4N [19...h5 20.Q

c1 h4 21.N xh4 N xd5 22.B g5 N f6 23.N f3 Q c7 24.B h6 c4 25.b x g7 Kxg7

26.Q g5 B c8 27.N d4 N h7 28.Q d2 B d7 29.B c2 N c5 30.R a d1 N e6

31.Nde2 R a6 32.N c3 Q c5 33.e5 b4 34.Nce4 Q x e5 35.N xd6 Q x b2 36.N

xe8+ b x e8 37.a x b4 a x b4 38.R b1 c3 39.Q e2 Q a2 40.R x b4 N f6 41.B

d3 Q x e2 42.N xe2 R d6 43.B c4 c2 44.b x e6 fxe6 45.N d4 N d5 46.R b7+

K f6 47.N xc2 e5 48.N e3 N f4 49.N g4+ Chernozem,S (2080)-Zhukov,S

Kiev 2006 1–0]

20.B c2 Q d7 21.Q d2 c4 22.B g5 R f8?! [¹22...N c5]

23.B h6 B h8 [23...R a c8? 24.b x g7 Kxg7 25.N f5+!; 23...b x h6 24.Q x h6

N c5 25.N g5?]

24.b x f8 R x f8 25.R a d1 Q d8 26.N e2 Q b6 27.N c3 N c5 28.e5‚ N e8

29.Q f4 B c8 30.exd6 Q x d6 31.Q e3 B d7 32.N e5 b x e5 33.Q x e5 Q x

e5 34.R x e5 N d6 35.N a2 N a6 36.K f1 R c8 37.R e3 [37.Rde1]

37...R   c7   38.K   e2   B   c8   39.K   d2   B   b7   40.K   c3   K   f8   41.N   b4   N   xb4

42.Kxb4+–  [Les   Noirs   pouvaient   déjà   abandonner   cette   position   sans

espoir]

42...B c8 43.Rde1 B b7 44.R d1 B c8 45.g4 K g7 46.Rde1 K f6 47.R f3+ K

g7 48.g5 B f5 49.b x f5 gxf5 50.Rfe3 R c8 51.f4 K f8 52.h4 K g8 53.h5 K

g7 54.R1e2 h6 55.g6 N e4 56.gxf7 R d8 57. fxe4 58.K c5 R c8+ 59.Kxb5

c3 60.b x c3 R x c3 61. R x a3 62.R x a4 R b3+ 63.R b4 R h3 64.K c6 R

c3+ 65.K d6 R g3 66.K e6 R e3+ 67.K f5 R d3 68.K e5 R d1 69.d6 Kxf7

70.R b7+ K e8 71.R h7 R e1+ 72.K f5 R h1 73.K g6 R d1 74.R e7+ K d8

75.R e6 K d7 76.R f6 R g1+ 77.Kxh6 R h1 78.K g6 R g1+ 79.K f7

1–0

 (94) Grischuk,Alexander (2671) - Piket,Jeroen (2659) [C82]

Corus Wijk aan Zee (3), 15.01.2002

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5   B   e6   9.NB   d2   N   c5   10.c3   B   g4  [The   solid   line.   Other   sharp

possibility is 10...d4.]

11.B c2 N e6 [A rare continuation in the position.The main lines are: 11...?e7

and 11...?d7.]

12.R e1 B c5 13.N f1  [Possible is: 13.N b3 B a7 14.a4 b4 15.Q d3 B h5

16.N fd4 b x d4 17.cxd4 B g6 18.Q d1 b x c2 19.Q x c2 Ncxd4 20.N xd4 N

xd4 21.Q c5 N e6 22.Q c6+ K e7 23.B e3 d4 24.b x d4 N xd4 25.Q c5+ K e6

26.R   a   d1   Q   d5   27.Q   x   d4   Q   x   d4   28.R   x   d4²   ½–½   Lutz,C-

Jussupow,A/Germany 1996/GER-chT (54)]

13...N   e7  [13...B   h5     -   see   the   game   Almasi,Z-Jussupow,A/Ubeda

1997/CBM 58 [Hansen,Cu]]

14.N g3 h5! [The only way to save the bishop out of the exchange.]

15.h3 h4 16.N f1 B h5 17.a4 d4N  [An attempt to improve this opening

variation for black.]

[17...b4   appeared   in   the   game   Adams,M-Sokolov,I/Bosna   SuperGM

2000/CBM 77 [MiK halevski,V]]

18.B e4 [Deserves a closer look 18.b4!? B b6 19.B e4 c6 20.Q d3]

18...c6 19.Q c2 [19.b4 dxc3! 20.b x c5 Q x d1 21.R x d1 N xc5÷]

19...b x f3 20.b x f3 B b6 [¹20...dxc3 21.Q x c3 0–0 Black's pieces are well

placed, which gives a sufficient compensation for some pawn weaknesses.]

21.N d2 [21.R d1!?]

21...0–0 22.B e4 N c5? [This strange move is the critical mistake as wel .]

[Necessary was  22...dxc3 23.Q x c3 R c8 with reasonable play for black.]

23.cxd4 Q x d4 [After 23...N x e4 24.N x e4 b x d4 25.N g5 g6 26.N f3 white

has big advantage.]

24.N f3 [This is the simple punishment for black's 22...?c5.]

24...Q c4 [24...Q d7 25.a5 B a7 26.B g5 and white has a winning position.]

25.Q x c4 b x c4 26.B g5 [Less convincing is 26.N xh4?! N d3]

26...N d5 27.R a c1 c3 [27...B a5 28.R x c4 b x e1 29.R x c5 B b4 30.R x

c6+–]

28.b x c3 N xa4? [More stubborn was  28...B a5]

29.c4 [Now there is no matter where black's ? goes, white wins material.]

29...N b4 [29...Ndc3 30.b x c6+–]

30.B e7 [White wins the exchange without any compensation.]

30...N c5 31.R b1 a5 32.b x f8 R x f8 33.R e2 [Why not 33.?h4?]

33...N x e4 34. B c5 35.N d2 [More precise was  35.R e2 preparing ?d2–? 

e4.]

35...a4 [35...N d3 was a bit more stubborn.]

36.R e2 a3 37.N e4 B e7 38.c5 a2 [38...N d3 39.R a2 R a8 40.RB a1 N xc5

41.N d6 and the rest is a matter of technic for white.]

39.R a1 R d8 40.N d6 R a8 41.R b2 R a4 42.K f1 [Black can not improve

his position and can only wait until the ?a2 wil  be captured.]

42...g6 43.K e2 K g7 44.N e4 [The ?a2 is doomed.]

44...N d5 45.f3 N f4+ 46.K f1 R c4 47.Rb x a2 b x c5 48.R a4  [The ?? 

exchange kil s black's last hope.]

48...B d4 49.R x c4 b x a1 50.N c3 N d5 51.N xd5 cxd5 52.R x h4 b x e5

53.R a4

1–0

 (95) Leko,Peter (2670) - Svidler,Peter (2690) [C89]

Dortmund SuperGM 26th Dortmund (9), 05.07.1998

 [Lukacs]

1.e4 [Ftacnik Blatny,P]

1...e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 0–0

8.c3 d5 9.exd5 N xd5 10.N xe5 N xe5 11.R x e5 c6 12.d3 B d6 13.R e1 Q

h4 [13...B f5!? Blatny,P 14.N d2  (14.b x d5 cxd5 15.N d2 b x d3÷)  14...N f4

15.Q f3 Q d7 16.N e4 B g4 17.Q e3 N xd3 18.N xd6 Q x d6 19.Q e7 R a d8

20.Q x d6 R x d6  ½–½ Smirin,I-Adams,M/Tilburg 1992]

14.g3 Q h3 15.R e4 [The young Hungarian stars Leko and Z.Almasi make

their opponent's life easier in the Ruy Lopez Marshal . They play always this

line, which helps a lot for their opponents to prepare for the battle, and

unfortunately their results are not encouraging. ]

15...Q f5 [15...N f6 See Leko-Adams CBM 65; 15...Q d7 Blatny,P 16.N d2 B

b7 17.R e1 c5 18.N e4 B e7 19.a4 b4 20.B g5 b x g5 21.N xg5 h6 22.N e4 R

a c8 23.Q h5 f5 24.B c4 K h8 25.N d2 N f6 26.Q e2 Rce8 27.Q f1 Q c6 28.f3

N g4! 29.R x e8 R x e8 30.R e1 N e3? Leko,P - Bennedik/Frankfurt 1998; 

15...N f6 Blatny,P 16.R h4 Q f5 17.B c2 Q g6 18.N d2  (18.d4 B f5 19.b x f5

 Q x f5°)  18...B g4 19.N f3 Rfe8 20.K g2 N d5 21.d4 B f5 22.b x f5 Q x f5

23.B d2 N f6 24.B f4 B f8 25.B d2 B d6= Leko,P-Adams,M/Madrid 1998]

16.N d2 Q g6 17.R e1 f5 [17...B c7 Ftacnik 18.N f3 B g4 19.N h4 Q h5 20.f3

B h3 21.Q e2²]

18.N   f3  [This   is   a   new  move   here.   White   wants   to   play  ?e5   forcing   to

exchange Black's strong ?. However the idea is a bit slow.]

[18.c4 is the theoretical main line leading to immense complications.; 18.f4

was also tried several times, but Black has found the antidote here.; ¹18.c4

Blatny,P; 18.f4 Blatny,P 18...b x f4  (18...K h8 19.b x d5 cxd5 20.Q f3 B d7

 21.N b3 d4 22.N xd4 R a e8 23.B e3 Q f7 24.B f2 B c8  ½–½ Popovic,P-

Pavlovic,M/Belgrade IKO/1992/ (29) )  19.Q f3  (19.N f3 B c7 20.N e5 b x e5

 21.R x e5 B e6 22.c4 b x c4 23.dxc4 N b6 24.B e3 R a b8 25.Q d6 B f7 26.Q

 x   g6   hxg6  ½–½   Milos,G-Sanz   Alonso,F/Elgoibar/1993/   (43) )   19...B   b8! 

 (19...b x d2?! 20.b x d5+ cxd5 21.Q x d5+ K h8 22.b x d2 R a7 23.Q c5 R a

 f7 24.B f4 h6 25.d4 B b7 26.d5±  Koch,J-Blatny,P/EU-chT Haifa 1989 )  20.b x

d5+ cxd5 21.N f1 (21.Q x d5+?! K h8 22.N f3  (22.Q x a8? Q b6+ 23.d4 B b7

 24.R e6! Q c7!–+)  22...b x g3! (22...R a7 Ftacnik 23.N e5 b x e5 24.R x e5 R

a f7 

?b7  (24...B b7 25.Q c5 R a a8 

?c8 )   25.B   f4   h6   26.R   a   e1   B   b7   27.Q   e6   Q   h5   ½–½   Sion   Castro,M-

Sanz,J/Benidorm op/1993/ (34)) 23.Q x a8 

a) 23.R e2 B c7+ 24.R g2 Q b6+ 25.d4 B b7 26.Q d7 R g8 27.N g5 R a f8µ; 

b) 23.hxg3 Q x g3+ 24.K f1  (24.K h1 R a7–+)  24...f4‚; 23...b x e1+ 24.K f1 f4

25.Kxe1  (25.Q d5 R e8!)  25...R e8+ 26.K f2 B h3 27.Q x e8+ Q x e8 28.b x

f4µ) 21...R a7!  (21...B b7 22.R e7 B c6 23.Q e3 f4 24.Q e6+ Q x e6 25.R x

 e6 B d7 26.R e7 B h3 27.b x f4 b x f4 28.gxf4 R x f4  ½–½ Popovic,P-

Pavlovic,M/JUG-chT/1993/ (32) )   22.B f4!  (22.Q x d5+?! K h8‚)   22...b x f4

23.Q x f4 d4! 24.cxd4 R d7° 25.R e5  ½–½ Fogarasi,T-Lukacs,P/Budapest

FS10 GM 1994; 18.c4 Ftacnik 18...f4 19.N e4 fxg3 20.fxg3 B g4 21.Q c2 b x

c4 22.dxc4 (22.Q x c4 B c7 23.Q c2  (23.B e3 K h8 24.B c5 N f4 25.B d1 N

 h3+ 26.K g2 N f4+ 27.K h1 R f5 28.N f2 b x d1 29.Raxd1 R h5 30.B e3 Q x

 g3  0–1 Zdenek,N-Van der Kooij,J/EU-ch M corr/1988/ )  23...K h8 24.b x d5

cxd5 25.N f2 R a c8 26.Q a4 B d7 27.Q h4 B d8 28.Q b4 B c7 29.Q h4 B d8

30.Q b4 B c7 ½–½ Hellers,F-Wahls,M/WchJM U20/1988/) 22...B b4 (22...R

a e8 23.cxd5 B f3 24.dxc6+ K h8 25.B d5  (25.B d2  26. B x e4 27.Q c3 Q f5

0–1 Ivanov,A-Agapov,K/USSR/1984/ ; 25.B f4 b x f4 26.c7 Q b6+ 27.Q f2 b x

 c7   28.N   c5   B   e5   29.R   f1   Q   d6   30.N   e6   R   f6   0–1   Sholys,L-Shkurovich

Chasin,B/Baltic tt5 corr8691/ 1986/ (39) )   25...b x g3   (25...Q f5? 26.B e3

 27.B x e4 B x e4 28.Q e2 b x c6 29.R a c1 Q d5 30.R x c6 Q x c6 31.B d4±; 

 25...h5 26.B g5 

?d2 )  26.hxg3 ??  (26...Q h5? 27.Q h2 Q x d5 28.B f4 B x e4 29.R a c1 g5

 30.B e3±; 26...B x e4! 27.  28.B x e4 Q x g3+ 29.Q g2 Q e1+ 30.K h2 R f2

 31.B f4 R x g2+ 32.b x g2 Q h4+ 33.K g1 Q x f4 34.R f1 Q e3+ 35.R f2 Q

 c1+ 36.R f1=)  27.B f4! Rfxf4  (27...R x e1+ 28.R x e1 Q x c2 29.b x f3 

?c1+– ; 27...Q h5 28.Q h2 Q x d5 29. B x e4 30.R c1 Q d4+ 31.Q f2 Q x f2+

 32.Kxf2 b x c6 33.R x c6 g5 34.R x a6+–)   28.Q f2 Q h5 29.Q h2 Q x d5

30.gxf4+– 1–0 Andrijevic,M-Pavlovic,M/JUG/1988/ (69)) 23.B d2 N f4 24.b x

f4 b x e1 25.R x e1 B f5 26.Q g2 Rfe8  (26...R a e8!°)  27.B c2 R e6 28.g4 b x

g4 29.R f1 1–0 Smagin,S-Hebden,M/Moscow/1986/ (36); 18.N e4? Ftacnik

18...fxe4 19.dxe4 B g4 20.Q d4 Q h5! 21.exd5 c5!–+]

18...f4 19.N e5 [19.N h4 Ftacnik 19...Q f6 20.Q c2 B e6÷]

19...b x e5 [19...Q f5? Ftacnik 20.N xc6 fxg3 21.fxg3 B e6 22.Q e2 R a e8

23.d4+–]

20.R x e5 fxg3 21.hxg3  [and not 21.fxg3?!  B g4   (…21...B h3?  Blatny,P

 22.R x d5! cxd5 23.b x d5++–)  22.Q e1 (22.Q c2 R a e8! 23.B f4  (23.d4 R x

 e5 24.dxe5 B h3‚)  23...B e6 24.b x d5 b x d5 25.Q e2 R x e5 26.b x e5 Q e6

27.b4 R f5 28.d4 R f3°) 22...B h3]

21...B g4 22.Q e1 [22.Q f1!? R a e8!  (22...B f3 23.B d2 R a e8 24.R a e1 R

 x e5 25.R x e5 h6 26.c4²)   23.R g5 Q e6 24.B f4 B f3   (24...B h3   Blatny,P

 25.Q d1 B f5°)  25.R e5 Q g6 26.Q h3 R x e5 27.b x e5 R f5 28.d4 Q h5 29.Q

h4 R g5! is very strong according to Svidler.; 22.Q d2 R a e8! (22...R a e8

Ftacnik 23.d4 R x e5 24.dxe5 B f3!  (24...B e6 25.Q d4±)  25.B d1 Q f7 26.b x

f3 Q x f3=) ]

22...B f3! [Here already Black is playing for more. Equalizing for black is not

so easy, even though he has quite good compensation. Endgames tend to

slightly favour white.  ]

[22...R a e8 is good only for a perpetual check after 23.B g5 R x e5 24.Q x

e5 R f5 25.Q b8+ R f8 26.Q e5=; 22...Q x d3 Blatny,P 23.Q d2² ?  (23.Q d2

Ftacnik  23...Q x d2 24.b x d2 R a e8 25.R a e1 R x e5 26.R x e5 R f5 27.R x

 f5 b x f5 28.c4 b x c4 29.b x c4²) ]

23.B d2 [23.R g5 R a e8; 23.B d1 b x d1 24.Q x d1 R x f2 25.Kxf2 Q f6+

26.B f4 N xf4 looks dangerous for White, but the cold-blooded defence 27.R

e4! N xd3+ 28.K e2 Q f2+! 29.Kxd3 R d8+ 30.R d4 R e8 31.R f4 R d8+=

leads   to   a   draw   again,   as   many  times   in   the   Marshall   after   phantastic

complications.; 23.c4 R a e8 24.B d2 - 23.?d2 ?ae8 24.c4; 23.d4 Ftacnik

23...R f5  (23...R a e8 24.B d2 R x e5 25.Q x e5 R e8 26.Q g5 Q x g5 27.b x

 g5 R e2 28.R b1²)  24.R x f5 Q x f5 25.B d1 b x d1 26.Q x d1 R e8÷]

23...R a e8 [23...Q x d3 Blatny,P 24.Q e3!  (24.Q e3  Ftacnik  24...Q g6 25.Q

 g5²) ]

24.a4? [White has no time for moves like that.]

[24.c4! was the last chance to hold the position: 24...b x c4 25.dxc4 N f6

 (25...R x e5 26.Q x e5 R f5 27.Q b8+ R f8 28.Q e5=   is the wel -known

repetition again.  )  26.c5+ K h8 27.Q e3 N e4 28.R x e8 Q x e8 29.B d1 b x d1

30.R x d1 Q h5  (30...R x f2? 31.B a5!)  31.R f1 Q g4 32.B c3 R f3 33.Q d4 R

x g3+ 34.fxg3 Q x g3+ 35.K h1 Q h3+= and Black has again his perpetual

check.]

24...h6! [This is a strong move in order to cover g5 and open the way for the

?. ]

[24...R x e5 Blatny,P 25.Q x e5 Q x d3=  (25...Q x d3  Ftacnik  26.B e3 Q g6

 27.a x b5 a x b5 28.Q g5=) ]

25.B d1 [Leko loses the nerves and falls into difficult position. His anxiety is

quite understandable in the face of the mating threats for the white king. ]

[25.a x b5 R x e5 26.Q x e5 R f5 27.Q b8+ K h7 The black ? escapes from

the checks now. 28.B d1 Q h5 29.b x f3 Q x f3–+ 

?h5; 25.c4 R x e5 26.Q x e5 R f5 27.Q b8+ K h7‚; 25.d4 Blatny,P 25...R x

e5 26.Q x e5 R e8! (26...R f5?! 27.B c2!  (27.B c2 Q h5 28.Q e6+ R f7 29.Q

 e8+ R f8 30.Q x h5 b x h5 31.a x b5 a x b5 32.R a6±) ) 27.B c2! (27.Q f4 R

f8 28.Q e5  (28.Q h4 Q d3÷)  28...R e8) 27...Q f7! (27...R x e5 28.b x g6 R e2

29.R e1! 

a) 29.a x b5 R x d2 30.b x a6 N c7 31.a7 c5!  (31...K f8²  Ftacnik )  32.dxc5 R x

b2 33.R a4 R d2!; 

b) 29.B f4 N xf4  (29...b x a4!?)  30.gxf4 K f8 31.a x b5 a x b5 32.R a8+ K e7

33.R e8+  (33.f5? R x b2 34.R a7+ K f6 35.R f7+?? K g5 36.R x g7 R b1+

 37.K h2 K h4 38.f6 R h1#)  33...K d6 34.R x e2 b x e2= ?; 29...R x e1+ 30.b x

e1 b x a4 31.c4 N b6 32.B d3± ?) 28.Q f5 Q x f5 29.b x f5 R e2=]

25...R x e5 26.Q x e5 b x d1 27.R x d1 Q x d3 28.Q d4 [28.a x b5? Blatny,P

28...Q f3 (28...a x b5 29.Q e1  (29.Q x g7+ Kxg7 30.b x h6+ Kxh6 31.R x d3

 R a8µ)  29...Q f3 30.R a1=) 29.R f1  (29.Q e1 R f5 30.b x c6 R h5 31.Q e8+ K

 h7 32.Q x h5 Q x h5–+)  29...R f5 30.Q e8+ K h7 31.c4 R h5 32.Q x h5 Q x

h5 33.cxd5  (33.b x a6  Ftacnik  33...N b6–+)  33...Q x d5–+ ?]

28...Q f3 [28...Q c2!? Ftacnik 29.R e1 Q x b2 30.a x b5 a x b5µ; 28...Q x d4

Ftacnik 29.cxd4 b x a4 30.R a1 R b8 31.B c3 N b6 32.R a2! K f7 33.B a5 N

c4 34.B c3 a3 35.b x a3 R b3 36.B b4 a5 37.B c5 N b2 38.a4 N d3  (38...K

 e6 39.B f8)  39.B d6 N b4 40.R a1 R d3 41.B c7„]

29.B e1?? [Ftacnik: The knight surprisingly dominates the bishop, but the

situation was not so critical. ]

[29.B c1 R f5–+; 29.R f1 R f5–+; 29.R e1! was the only persistent defence

leading to a favourable ? for Black after 29...R f5 30.R e8+ K f7! (30...K h7? 

31.B e1  (31.a x b5? c5!–+) …31...R h5 32.Q e4+=) 31.R e5 R x e5 32.Q x

e5 Q d1+ 33.B e1 Q x a4  (33...b x a4  Blatny,P  34.c4 N f6 35.K g2³; 33...b x

 a4µ  Ftacnik )  34.Q h5+ K e6µ]

29...N e3!–+ [Simple and bril iant!]

30.fxe3 [30.Q x e3 Q x d1]

30...Q e2! [

?f1]

31.B f2 [31.Q d8 Ftacnik 31...Q x e3+–+]

31...Q x f2+ 32.K h1 Q x g3 33.a x b5 [33.Q e4 Blatny,P 33...Q h3+ 34.K g1

b x a4–+ ?]

33...R f5 34.Q d8+ [34.Q c4+ Ftacnik 34...K h7 35.Q e4 Q g6–+]

34...K h7 35.Q d3 Q g6 [35...Q g6 Ftacnik 36.R d2 R h5+ 37.R h2 R x h2+

38.Kxh2 Q x d3–+; 35...Q h3+! Ftacnik 36.K g1 Q g4+ 37.K h1 Q h5+ 38.K

g1 Q g6+ 39.K h1 R h5#]

0–1

 (96) Yu,Yangyi (2668) - Safarli,Eltaj (2649) [C95]

Tromsoe ol (Men) 41st Tromsoe (8.3), 10.08.2014

 [Stohl,I]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 d6

[There has not been much new on the Marshall front. After]

[7...0–0 8.c3 d5 9.exd5 N xd5 10.N xe5 N xe5 11.R x e5 c6 12.d3 B d6 13.R

e1 B f5 14.Q f3 Q h4 15.g3 Q h3 16.B e3 b x d3 17.N d2 Q f5 18.B d4 Rfe8

19.a4 h6 20.K g2 a prepared Aronian came up with 20...Q x f3+  (20...K f8

 21.R x e8+ R x e8 22.a x b5 a x b5 23.Q x f5 b x f5 24.b x d5 cxd5 25.R a6

 B   e7  26.N  f1²   Caruana,F  (2782)-Aronian,L (2812)/Zuerich/2014/   See  the

notes to this game by Caruana in CBM 159.  )  21.Kxf3 R x e1 22.R x e1 B f5

23.N e4 B f8 24.N c5 N b6 25.g4 N d7! 26.gxf5 N xc5 27.b x c5 b x c5 28.R

d1   K   f8   29.R   d7   R   a7=   Adams,M   (2740)-Aronian,L   (2805)/Tromsoe

olm/2014/]

8.c3 0–0 9.h3 N b8  [The classical Closed Ruy Lopez isn't the dominant

open game anymore. This is due to the popularity of the Berlin and the

Marshal .   White   in   turn   started   playing   lines   to   avoid   these   systems; 

especially d3 lines have flourished for roughly the last decade. Once this

position   is   reached,   in   GM   encounters   Black   nowadays   prefers   the

manoeuvring Breyer system. However, there are exceptions:]

[9...B b7 10.d4 R e8 11.NB d2 B f8 12.a3  (12.a4 h6 13.B c2 exd4!? 14.cxd4

 N b4 15.B b1 c5÷  is the main line of the Zaitsev, which leads to a double-

edged   and   extremely   complex   position.   Once   the   ground   for   great

theoretical   battles   between   Kasparov   and   Karpov,   nowadays   it's   mostly

tested in postal games with the help of powerful engines...  )  12...h6 13.B c2

N b8 14.b3 NB d7 15.B b2 R b8 16.a4 c5 17.d5 B c8 18.a x b5 a x b5 19.B

d3 N h5 20.B f1 Ndf6 21.R a7 N f4 22.Q a1 N g6 23.Q a5 Q x a5 24.R x a5

B d7 25.R e a1 R b7 26.N e1 R e b8 27.N c2 N e8 28.R a8 R x a8 29.R x a8

N c7= R a djabov,T (2713)-Carlsen,M (2881)/Shamkir/2014/]

10.d4 NB d7 11.NB d2 B b7 12.B c2 R e8 13.N f1 [The main alternative

here is]

[13.a4 B f8 14.B d3 c6 and now: 15.Q c2 is a newer try, after 

a) 15.b4 N b6 16.a x b5 a x b5 17.R x a8 Q x a8 18.N b3 h6 is rather soft, 

Black equalised after (‹18...N c4 19.dxe5 N xe5 20.N xe5 R x e5 21.B f4! 

 (21.f3 R e8 22.B e3 B c8 23.B f2 B e6 24.N d4 B d7 25.Q d2 Q b8 26.B f1

 h6 27.R a1 Q b7 28.R a5 d5 29.exd5 N xd5 30.N b3 B e6 31.N c5 b x c5

 32.b x c5 R d8„  Anand,V (2800)-Carlsen,M (2826)/Nanjing/2010/ )  21...R e8

22.N   a5   B   c8   23.B   c2!²   Pascual   Perez,N   (2224)-Salzmann,S

(2149)/email/2010/) 19.dxe5 dxe5 20.B e3 N a4 21.Q c2 B c8 22.R a1 Q b8

23.N a5 B d7 24.c4 b x b4 25.N xc6 b x c6 26.cxb5 b x b5 27.b x b5 Q x b5

28.Q x a4 Q x a4 29.R x a4 B f8 30.R a5 N x e4 31.R x e5 ½, Shankland,S

(2634)-Kamsky,G (2713)/USA-ch Saint Louis/2014/; 

b) 15.b3 g6 16.B b2 enables the abrupt 16...exd4!? 17.cxd4 d5 18.N e5 

b1)  18.e5   N   h5   19.N   f1   N   f4   20.N   e3   Alekseev,E   (2613)-Sasikiran,K

(2679)/Skanderborg/2003/  (20.a x b5 a x b5 21.Q d2!? N xd3 22.Q x d3=; 

 20.B c2 c5 21.dxc5 N xc5 22.a x b5 a x b5 23.Q d2 N fe6 24.R x a8 b x a8

 25.N g3 Q c7 26.R c1 Q b7 27.N d4 N xd4 28.b x d4 N e6³   Kuczynski,R

(2460)-Balashov,Y (2535)/Warsaw/1990/ )  20...B b4 21.R f1 b x a4!? 22.R x

a4 a5„; 

b2) 18.Q c2 B g7 19.R a d1 R c8 20.B a3 dxe4 21.N x e4 N x e4 22.B x e4

N f6 23.B c5 prevented the liberating push c5 23...Q c7 24.N e5 N x e4 25. 

R e6 26.Rde1 Rce8 27.b4 B c8 28.a5 Q b7 29.R4e2 f6 30.N d3 Q f7=

Inarkiev,E (2666)-Harikrishna,P (2725)/TUR-chT Kocaeli/2014/ , but Black

reactivated his ?c8 with equality.; 18...B b4 19.N xd7 Q x d7 20.e5 N h5

21.B f1 N f4 22.R e3 c5! 23.dxc5 d4 24.N e4 B x e4 25. N e6 26.R x d4!? N

xd4 27.Q x d4 Q x d4 28.b x d4 R a d8 29.B e3 R x e5 30.a x b5 a x b5 31.R

c1°   R   x   e3   32.fxe3   ½–½   Nisipeanu,L   (2659)-Carlsen,M   (2815)/Medias

2011/CBM 143 32...B d2 33.R c2 b x e3+ 34.K h2 R d5= See notes to this

game by Rogozenco in CBM 143.; 

15...R c8 

a) 15...Q c7 16.b3 g6 17.B b2 R a c8 18.R a d1 N h5 19.Q b1 b x a4 20.b x

a4 exd4 21.cxd4 d5 22.R c1 N f4 23.B f1 Q b8 24.g3 N e6 25.h4 B g7 26.B

h3 c5  (¹26...dxe4!? 27.N x e4 c5 

 28.N e5 B x e4 29. N f6=)  27.dxc5 b x b2 28.Q x b2 Ndxc5 29.N e5 R e d8

30.b x e6 N xe6 31.R x c8 Q x c8 32.R c1 Q a8 33.exd5 b x d5 34.N

g4‚ Naiditsch,A (2705)-Ponomariov,R (2723)/Dortmund/2014/; 

b)  Black also has 15...g6 16.b3 R c8 17.B b2 (17.B a3 N h5 18.g3 N g7

19.B f1 N e6 20.h4  (20.R a d1 Q b6 21.Q a2 exd4 22.cxd4 B g7 23.b x d6 N

 xd4 24.a5 Q a7 25.N xd4 b x d4 26.N f3 B g7 27.b4 c5!?  Shabalov,A (2606)-

Navara,D   (2707)/K   hanty-Mansiysk   WCup   rpd/2009/ )   20...Q   b6   21.B   h3

Rcd8„   Shabalov,A   (2606)-Navara,D   (2707)/K   hanty-Mansiysk   WCup

rpd/2009/) 17...B g7  (17...N h5 18.B f1 exd4!? 19.cxd4 d5 20.g3 b4 21.Q d3

 N g7 22.R a c1 N e6 23.B g2 B g7 24.h4 Ndc5 25.Q b1 N x e4 26.N x e4

 dxe4 27.Q x e4 R c7 28.Q b1 Q a8 29.d5 b x b2 30.Q x b2 cxd5 31.R x c7 N

 xc7 32.N e5 d4 33.b x b7 Q x b7 34.Q x d4 N e6  ½, Felytin,L (2454)-

Yarmolyuk,Y (2354)/email/2011/ )  18.R a d1 

b1) 18.a x b5 allows 18...cxb5!? 19.d5 N h5 20.B f1 Q b6 21.b4 N g3 22.B

d3 R f8 23.N f1 N xf1 24.R x f1 Q c7 25.N d2 N b6 26.N b3 f5„ /?, Akopian,V

(2691)-Tomashevsky,E (2701)/EU Cup Plovdiv/2010/; 

b2)  18.B   f1   Q   c7   19.R   a   d1   probably   only   transposes.   (19.c4   b   x   c4

 (19...exd4!? 20.cxb5 a x b5„)   20.dxe5 N xe5?!  (¹20...cxb3 21.N xb3 dxe5

 22.NB   d2°)   21.N   xe5   cxb3   22.N   xb3   dxe5   23.N   c5   R   a8   24.a5°   /?, 

Petrosian,T (2604)-K hairullin,I (2640)/Moscow/2011/) ; 18...Q c7 19.Q b1

 (19.b4!?)   19...Rcd8 20.Q a1 N h5 21.B f1 N f4 22.c4 b4?!  (¹22...exd4÷)

23.c5   d5   24.N   xe5  N   xe5  25.dxe5   b   x  e5  26.b   x  e5   R   x  e5   27.N   f3!? 

Nisipeanu,L (2659)-Sanikidze,T (2524)/TUR-chT Konya/2011/ 

27... 28. dxe4 29.Q e5!±; 

16.a x b5 a x b5 17.b4 Q c7  (17...g6!? 18.B b2 N h5 19.g3 exd4 20.cxd4 d5

 21.B c3 N b6 22.e5 R c7 23.N b3 B c8 24.K g2 N g7 25.N h2 h5 26.N c5 N

 c4=   Short,N (2635)-Portisch,L (2605)/Wijk  aan Zee/1990/ )   18.B b2 R a8

 (18...g6!?)  19.R a d1! N b6?!  ( A more circumspect try is  ¹19...h6)  20.c4! b x

c4 21.N xc4 N xc4 22.b x c4 h6 23.dxe5 dxe5 24.B c3 B a6 25.B b3 c5 26.Q

b2   c4   27.B   a4   R   e6   28.N   xe5   B   b7   Karjakin,S   (2767)-Carlsen,M

(2868)/Stavanger/2013/   29.B   b5!±   See   more   details   in   the   notes   to   this

game by Marin in CBM 155.]

13...B f8 [Black almost exclusively plays this standard move.]

[However, 13...d5!? stil  hasn't been ful y refuted: 14.N xe5 

a) 14.dxe5 N x e4 15.N g3 B c5  (15...N xg3 16.fxg3 N c5!?÷)  16.N x e4 dxe4

17.B g5 f6 18.B b3+ K h8 19.exf6 N x f6 20.N d4 B d5 21.b x f6 gxf6 22.Q

h5 R e5 23.Q h4 b x d4 24.cxd4 R e6 25.R a c1 De Firmian,N (2550)-

Lapshun,Y (2461)/USA-ch San Diego/2004/; 

b) 14.exd5 exd4 15.N xd4 N xd5 16.N f5 B f6 17.R x e8+ Q x e8 18.N1e3 N

xe3 19.b x e3 N e5 20.B d4 Pavasovic,D (2597)-Baramidze,D (2557)/EU

cup Kallithea/2008/ 20...Q c6 21.f3 Q e6= My notes to this game in CBM

127 cover the whole Breyer line in more detail, in the following lines I wil

concentrate mostly on more recent examples.; 

14...N xe5  (14...N x e4? 15.N xf7! Kxf7 16.! 

 16...dxe4 17.B b3+ K f8 18.Q h5+–; 14...dxe4 15.B b3!? R f8 16.N g3 B d6

 17.B f4 Q e8 18.N xd7 Q x d7 19.B e5?)  15.dxe5 N x e4 16.f3 N c5 (‹16...N

g5 17.N g3 B c5+ 18.K h2 B f2 19.R e2  (19.N h5!? b x e1 20.Q x e1?)  19...b

x g3+ 20.Kxg3 f6 21.b x g5 fxg5 22.Q d3 g6 23.R h1 Q e7 24.h4 gxh4+ 25.R

x h4 R a d8 26.b4² Sivuk,V (2436)-Bondarchuk,S (2309)/Yuzhny/2011/) 17.B

e3!? (17.b4 is played more often, but it weakens the queenside and gives

Black counterplay after 17...N d7  (17...N e6 18.f4?)  18.f4 c5 19.a3  (19.Q d3

 g6 20.B d2 Q b6 21.K h2 Q c6 22.R a c1 B h4 23.N g3 f6 24.exf6 b x f6 25.b

 x c5 N xc5 26.Q f3 Q d7 27.Q f2 d4=  Moreno Carretero,C (2420)-De Carlos

Arregui,I (2392)/email/2009/ )  19...N f8 20.N e3 cxb4 21.cxb4 a5 22.R b1 a x

b4 23.a x b4 d4 24.N f5 R a2 25.Q d3 Q c7 26.R e2 B d5 27.R f2 R d8 28.N

xe7+ Q x e7 29.Q x b5 d3 30.Q x d3 b x g2 31.Q c3 B b7° Alcala,A (2160)-

Gray,G (2156)/email/2011/) 17...B f8  (17...N d7 18.f4 c5 19.Q g4 Q c7 20.R

 a d1 B f8 21.B f2 N b6 22.N e3 g6 23.f5 d4 24.cxd4 cxd4 25.R x d4 R x e5

 26.B b3?  Booij,R (2350)-De Carlos Arregui,I (2387)/email/2010/ )  18.B f2 g6

19.N h2 h5 20.Q d2 ZherebuK h,Y (2553)-Zelbel,P (2330)/Moscow/2009/

20...N e6 21.f4 B h6 22.B e3 d4!? 23.cxd4 c5„]

14.N g3 g6 15.a4 [The older move is fashionable once again.]

[Let's check how Black has fared against the modern 15.b3 more recently:

15...B g7 has probably the best reputation: 

a)  15...R c8 16.a4 c6   (16...c5 17.d5²  ?  ; 16...exd4 17.cxd4 c5 18.d5 B g7

 19.R b1²  is a pleasant Benoni for White.  )  17.B g5 B g7 18.Q d2 N f8 19.a x

b5 cxb5 20.d5 Q c7 21.c4! N8d7 22.R e c1 b x c4 23.b x c4 N c5 24.B e3 R

a8 25.b x c5 Q x c5 26.R a5 Q c7 27.c5! dxc5 28.B a4± Negi,P (2641)-

Sasikiran,K (2676)/New Delhi/2012/; 

b)  15...a5 16.a4 (16.B d2 b4!? 17.cxb4 a x b4 18.d5 R b8   (18...Q b8!?÷)

19.b x b4 b x d5 20.b x d6 cxd6 21.exd5 Q a5 22.B e4 N x e4 23.N x e4

Berg,E (2608)-Kovachev,D (2315)/Oslo/2011/ 23...f5°) 16...b4 17.cxb4 a x

b4 18.B b2 B h6 19.dxe5 dxe5 20.B d3 N c5 21.B b5 c6 22.B c4 Q x d1

23.Raxd1 N fd7 24.B c1  (24.R e2 B f4 25.R c2 R e7 26.N e2 B h6 27.N g3

 B f4 28.B c1 B a6!=   Shirov,A (2739)-Kamsky,G (2714)/K hanty-Mansiysk

WCup/2007/ )  24...B f4 25.B e3 B a6 26.b x a6 R x a6 27.N f1 R e7 28.g3 b x

e3   29.R   x   e3   f6   30.N1d2=   /?,   Zhigalko,S   (2661)-Eljanov,P   (2707)/Kiev

rpd/2013/ The resulting endgame is perhaps very slightly better for White, 

but should be defensible.; 

c) 15...c6 

16.B g5 B g7 

17.Q d2 Q e7 

18.a4 Q f8 

19.B e3 R a c8 

20.B   d3   d5?!  (¹20...R   c7²   Sasikiran )   21.dxe5   N   xe5   22.N   xe5   R   x   e5

Almasi,Z  (2726)-Sasikiran,K   (2681)/WChT Ningbo/2011/   23.B   d4  R  e  e8

24.b4!? For more details see the notes to this game by Sasikiran in CBM

144.; 

d)  15...d5?! has been more or less confirmed as dubious despite a minor

improvement for Black: 

16.B g5 h6 

17.B h4 g5 

18.N x g5 h x g5 

19.b x g5 d x e4 

(19... e x d4?! 

20.e5 R x e5 

21.R x e5 N x e5 

22.c x d4 N c6 

23.Q d3 is as good as unplayable for Black: 

23...B e7 (

23...N b4 

24.Q f3 B e7 

25.B f5! N c6 

(25...Q d6 26.N h5! 

d1) 26.R e1 N e4 

27.B d2! 

 (27.b x e7 Q x e7 

 28.N x e4 d x e4 

 29.B x e4 R e8 

 30.B h7+ K f8 

 31.R x e7 b x f3 

 32.R x e8+ K x e8 

 33.g   x   f3   N   x   a2²   Sjugirov,S   (2588)-Popov,I   (2568)/RUS-chT

Dagomys/2009/ ) 

27...N c2 

 (27...N x d2 

 28.Q g4+ K f8 

 29.B h7 K e8 30.N f5+–) 

28.Q h5 B f6 

29.Q g4+ K h8 

30.N x e4 d x e4 

31.B f4 Q a3 

32.Q h5+ K g8 

33.R c1 Q b2 

34.Q h7+ K f8

35.B x e4+–; 

d2) 26.B f4+– ?; 26...N xh5 27.Q x h5 b x g5 28.Q h7+ K f8 29.Q h8+ K e7

30.R e1++–) 26.R e1 N xd4 27.Q e3 N e4  (27...B c5 28.Q f4! Q d6 29.Q h4

 N h5 30.B h7+! Kxh7 31.N xh5 R h8 32.B f6 N f5 33.Q g5  1–0, Chiricuta,M

(2137)-Staf,G (2016)/email/2008/ ; 27...N e6 28.b x e6 N e4 29.b x e7 Q x e7

 30.B f5+–  Moura,A (2482)-Flores Gutierrez,C (2446)/email/2008/ )  28.b x e7

Q x e7 29.Q x d4 R e8 30.b4± Cote,J (2636)-Dubuc,S (2464)/email/2006/)

24.R   e1   ( Even   more   concrete   than   24.B   h6!?   B   c8   25.R   e1? ,   which   I

suggested 6 years ago in CBM 127.  )  24...N b4 25.Q f5 N e4 

d1) 25...N xc2 26.R x e7 Q x e7 27.b x f6 Q e6 28.Q g5+ K f8 29.N f5+–

Navara; 

d2) 25...B c8 26.Q f4 B e6 27.B b1  (27.B f5!? N e4 28.b x e7 Q x e7 29.N x

 e4 b x f5 30.Q x f5 dxe4 31. Q d8 32.Q g4+ K f8 33.Q f4!+–)  27...K f8 28.b x

f6 b x f6 29.N h5 B g5 30.Q e5 B d2 31.R e2 Q g5 32.Q h8+ K e7 33.Q x a8

B c3 34.Q a7 K d7 35.Q c5 Q x h5 36.f3 B a1 37.Q x b4 Q h4 38.K h1 b x d4

39.R e4± Bobras,P (2558)-Socko,B  (2660)/Ustron/2007/; 26.N x e4 dxe4

27.b x e7 Q x e7 28.  (28.B x e4 K f8 29.Q h5! Q e6 30.Q c5+±)  28...B x e4

29.B x e4 K f8 30.b x a8 N xa2 31.Q c8+ K g7 32.Q x a6± Dolgov,I (2507)-

Ivanov,V (2359)/email/2007/) 20.B x e4! B x e4 21. B e7!N  (21...Q c8 22.R

 h4‚)  22.R h4 N f8 23.dxe5 Q x d1+ 24.R x d1 N6d7 25.b x e7 R x e7 26.R

g4+   K   h8   27.f4   N   b6   28.K   h2²   Oudheusden,W   (2267)-Bokar,J

(2577)/email/2011/ Black has managed to transpose into an endgame, but

he must stil  defend with extra care. In the end he drew the game.; 

16.d5 R c8!? 

17.c4 c6 

18.B g5 

a) 18.B e3 N b6 

19.Q e2 

 (19.R b1 Q c7 

 20.B d3 c x d5 

 21.c x d5 Nb x d5 

 22.e x d5 e4 

 23.R c1 Q d7=   Karjakin,S (2732)-Kamsky,G (2726)/Baku/2008/ )   19...cxd5

20. c x d5 Nb x d5! 

21.e x d5 N x d5°; 

b) 

18.B d2 a5 

19.B e3 Q c7

 (19...B a6 

 20.B d3 b x c4 

 21.b x c4 b x c4 

 22.b x c4 c x d5 

 23.c x d5 N c5   leads to a position, which seems slightly better for White. 

However, in a few mail games he made no headway, e.g.  24.N d2 N d3

 25.R f1 h5 

 26.R b1 N f4 

 27.N e2 B h6 

 28.N x f4 b x f4 

 29.b x f4 e x f4 

 30.f3 N d7 

 31.Q a4 N e5 

 32.N b3 R c2 

 33.RB c1  ½, Fenwick,J (2418)-Andriuschenko,N (2474)/email/2010/ )   20.B

d3 b4!? 

21.a3 b x a3 

22.R x a3 c x d5 

23.c x d5 b x d5 

24.e x d5 e4 Sjugirov,S (2602)-Navara,D (2731)/GRE-chT Peristeri/2010/

25.B a6 R a8  

26.B b5 e x f3 

27.Q x f3 Q c3„; 

18...Q c7 (18...h6 19.B e3 N b6 20.R b1 Q c7  (20...cxd5 21.cxd5 Nb x d5

 22.exd5 N xd5 23.B d2 f5 24.N xf5 gxf5 25.b x f5?  Kasimdzhanov,R (2668)-

Short,N (2701)/Skanderborg/2003 )  21.dxc6!? b x c6 22.cxb5 a x b5 23.Q d2

K h7 24.RB c1 NB d7 25.R e d1 B f8 26.b4 requires active defence with

26...N   b6   27.B   b3   N   c4!?„   Landa,K   (2613)-Kamsky,G   (2729)/EU   Cup

Kallithea/2008/ See the notes to this game in CBM 127 by Marin.) 19.R c1 b

x c4  (19...Q b8 20.Q d2 N b6 21.B d3 cxd5 22.cxd5 R x c1 23.R x c1 R c8

 24.R b1!? Q c7  Negi,P (2639)-ZherebuK h,Y (2623)/Richardson/2013/  25.B

 e3²)   20.b x c4 N c5 21.N d2   ( White turns his attention to the queenside. 

 21.Q d2  is harmless:  21...R b8 22.B h6 B c8 23.N h4 Q e7 24.b x g7 Kxg7

 25.Q g5 K h8 26.N f3 B d7 27.R b1 cxd5 28.cxd5 R e c8³   Frolyanov,D

(2587)-Tomashevsky,E (2708)/Irkutsk/2010/ )  21...a5 22.N e2 B a6 23.N c3

Kurnosov,I   (2633)-Johannessen,L   (2496)/Helsingor/2011/   23...cxd5=

 (23...h6!?) ]

15...c5 16.d5 c4 17.B g5 h6 [Weaker is ‹17...R b8 18.Q d2 B c8 (18...N c5

was last played more than 20 years ago, Black's results after 19.a x b5 a x

b5 20.R a3  ( or  20.N h2²  were dismal.  ) ) 19.a x b5 a x b5 20.R a7  (20.b4!? 

 cxb3 21.b x b3²)  20...N c5 21.R e a1 B g7 22.B e3 R e7?  (22...Q b6 23.Q

 e2²;   22...N   fd7   is   similar )   23.b   x   c5!   dxc5   24.R   x   e7   Q   x   e7   25.Q   g5

Ponomariov,R (2723)-Baramidze,D (2616)/Dortmund/2014/]

18.B e3 N c5 19.Q d2 h5 [Loosens the pawn structure, but Black has even

more problems on the kingside after 19...K h7 20.N h2 B g7 21.R f1! h5

 (21...Q c7  and ; 21...Q e7  are subsequent tries, but here Black always has to

reckon with the ?g4 sortie.  )  22.f3  (22.N f3!?)  22...Q e7 23.B g5 Q f8 24.f4! 

exf4 25.R x f4 N fd7 26.R a f1 N e5 27.N xh5! gxh5 28.Q e2 Q h8 29.R h4 K

g6 30.B d1+– Spassky,B (2610)-Portisch,L (2625)/Geneve cm/1977/]

20.b x c5!? [This swap sparked the recent interest in 15.a4.]

[The defence holds strong after 20.B g5 B e7 

21.B h6 

(21.R a3 N  f d 7  ( Solid, but interesting is also the ambitious

 21...R b8 

 22.K h1 N h7!? 

 23.B e3 B f6 

 24.R e a1 B g7 

 25.Q e2 B c8 

 26.N f1 f5!? 

 27.a x b5 a x b5 

 28.e x f5 g x f5 

 29.N g3 N d3 

 30.N x h5 f4 

 31.N x g7 K x g7°  Inarkiev,E (2684)-Kamsky,G (2726)/Baku 2008/ See the

notes to this game in CBM 124 by Marin.  ) 

22.B e3  (22.R e a1 b x g5 

 23.N x g5 Q f6 

 24.R f1 Q f4 

 25.Q x f4  e x f4 f4 

 26.N e2 N x a4 

 27.b x a4 b x a4 

 28.R x a4 b x d5 

 29.e x d5 R x e2 

 30.R x c4 R x b2 

 31.R x f4 R f8=  Inarkiev,E (2669)-Alekseev,E (2715)/Elista/2008/ )  22...Q c7

 (22...B f6 23.R e a1 Q c7 

 24.Q e2 N b6 

 25.a x b5 a x b5 

 26.N d2 R x a3 

 27.R x a3 B c8=   Martin Gonzalez,A (2418)-Giorgadze,G/Benasque/1999/ )

23.R e a1 N b6 

24.a x b5 a x b5 

25.R x a8 R x a8 

26.R x a8+ N x a8 

27.b x c5 Q x c5 

28.Q h6 N c7 

29.N g5 b x g5  

30.Q x g5 K f8 

31.B d1 N e8

32.b x h5 g x h5 

33.N f5 Q c7 

34.Q x h5 K g8

35.Q g5+= Sanikidze,T (2555)-Baramidze,D (2608)/Nuremberg/2013/)

21...N fd7 

22.Q e3  (22.R f1 B f8 23.B g5 B e7 24.B e3 B f6 25.N g5 Q e7 26.R a e1 R

 f8 27.K h1?! b x a4 28.h4 a5 29.f4 exf4 30.b x f4 N e5µ  Azarov,S (2648)-

Navara,D (2705)/CZE-chT/2012/ )  22...B f8 23.R a3 b x h6 24.Q x h6 Q f6

25.R e a1 Q f4 26.N g5 Q f6  (26...N f8 27.N xh5 gxh5 28.g3 Q d2 29.Q f6=)

27.N f3 ½, Jaracz,P (2558)-Navara,D (2705)/CZE-chT/2012/; 20.N g5 B g7

21.a x b5 a x b5 22.R x a8 b x a8 23.R a1 B b7 24.Q d1 Q c7 25.R a7 R a8

26.R x a8+ b x a8 27.Q a1 B b7 28.N f1 B c8 29.N d2 B d7 30.Q a8+ N e8

31.Ngf3   B   f6   32.Q   a3   N   b   33.Q   a7   B   d8=   Friedel,J   (2484)-Kamsky,G

(2726)/Las Vegas/2008/]

20...dxc5  [Mihai Marin has already written about the strategic specifics of

this position., I'l  try to sum it up briefly. It seems that White with his poor

bishop (he has just exchanged the better one!) can't fight for an advantage, 

moreover Black controls the dark squares. However, he has a problem how

to coordinate his forces with two minor pieces striving for the blockading d6–

square. Occupying it with a knight leaves c5 vulnerable, while the bishop

could be necessary on the kingside. On the queenside Black for the time

being is only passively holding the balance and must always be prepared for

an   invasion   via   the   a-file.   White's   active   options   include   gradual

improvement of his bishop, as wel  as wel -timed pawn advances to open up

Black's fortress. In the quoted practical examples we wil  see him pushing

b3 and even g4; our game wil  feature central expansion (f4 on move 34). Al

in al  White has the initiative and Black must tread with care; our game

simply confirms this evaluation.]

21.Q e3 [Non-committal, other attempts are:]

[21.R e b1 N d7  (¹21...Q c7!? , but even here Black must reckon with  22.b3

 cxb3 

 23. B x b3÷ /?  ) 

22.b3 N b6?  (22...cxb3™) 

23.Q e2 c x b3 

24.B x b3 c4  (24...b4 

 25.a5 N d7 

 26.B a4?)  25.B d1 B c8 26.a x b5 a5 

27.N d2 Q c7 

28.N g f1 B d7 

29.N e3 R e c8 

30.Q f3 a4 

31.B e2+– Adams,M (2743)-Baramidze,D (2616)/Dortmund/2014/; 21.N f1 R

e7!? 

 (21...Q c7 

 22.Q e3 R e d8 

 23.Q g5 B g7 

 24.Q h4 N e8 

 25.g4!? N f6 

 26.K g2 R a b8 

 27.R e d1 R d6 

 28.N e3 R e8 

 29.R d  b1 B c8 

 30.Q g3 Q b8 

 31.g5 N d7 

 32.B d1 N b6 

 33.a x b5 a x b5 

 34.R a5 B d7 

 35.R B a1 N c8 

 36.R a 8 Q c7 

 37.N h4 B f8 

 38.B x h5! g x h5 

 39.Nef5° ?, Lucki,S (2338)-Bobel,P (2217)/email /2011/ ; 21...N d7 22.R e b1

 N b6 

 23.Q e3 N c8 

 24.g4 hxg4 

 25.hxg4 N d6 

 26.N g3 Q f6 

 27.N e2 B c8 

 28.g5 Q h8 

 29.a x b5 N x b5 

 30.B a4 B d7 

 31.N d2±  Van Kampen,R (2603)-Amin,B (2657)/Reykjavik/2014/ In the first

example White broke through on the kingside, in the second on the opposite

flank.  ) 

22.Q e3 Q c7 

23.N1d2 R b8 

24.a x b5 a x b5 

25.b3 c x b3 

26.N x b3 c4 

27.N   c5   R   e   e8„   Naiditsch,A   (2689)-Svidler,P   (2754)/K   hanty-Mansiysk

WCup/2009/; 

21.B d1 R b8  (21...R e7 22.B e2 N e8 23.Q e3 R c8 24.a x b5 a x b5 25.R

 a7 N d6 

 26.R e a1 R e8

  27.N f1 Q f6 

 28.N1d2 Q h8 

 29.N g5 B h6 

 30.Q g3 Q f6 

 31.h4 R b8 

 32.b3 c x b3 

 33.N x b3 R e c8 

 34.c4! b x c4 

 35.N a5?  Volokitin,A (2684)-Harikrishna,P (2679)/Dagomys/2008/ )   22.Q e3

K h7 

23.N f1 Q c7 

24.N g5+ K g8 

25.B e2 B c8 

26.R a2 Q b6 

27.N f3 K h7 

28.N g5+ K g8 

29.a x b5 a x b5 

30.N d2 B h6 

31.Q g3 N h7 

32.N d f3 Q f6 

33.h4² 

Grischuk,A   (2748)-Kamsky,G   (2720)/Nalchik/2009/   Although   Black   has

defended the entry points, he remains passive and can only react to White's

attempts. In the game his patience was rewarded after Grischuk misplayed

a promising piece sacrifice (b x h5). For more details see the notes to this

exciting game in CBM 130 by Marin.]

21...N d7 

[21...R b8 

22.N f1 B c8?! 

23.N1d2 B d7 

24.a x b5 a x b5 

25.R a6 R b6 

26.R a7 Q b8 

27.R e a1 Q d6 

28.B d1 B g7 

29.B e2 R e b8 

30.B x c4!± /+–, Giri,A (2752)-Karjakin,S (2771)/Norway blitz/2014/; Possibly

a more constructive setup is 21...Q c7 22.R e b1 R e c8  (22...B d6 23.N f5) ]

22.N f1 Q f6 23.R a2 [23.N1d2!?²]

23...K h7 24.N g5+ K g8 25.R e a1 Q f4? [In my opinion the queen swap

favours   White,   as   in   the   resulting   endgame   Black   wil   have   even   fewer

chances for effective counterplay.]

[25...B h6 26.h4 b4!? deserves attention, as after 27.B d1 a5 28.B e2 B a6

29.N d2 Q f4!= is already fully justified.]

26.g3 Q x e3 27.N xe3 B d6 28.h4! [This opens future vistas for the bishop.]

28...R a b8  [Concedes the a-file, as remaining with a passive ?a8 after

28...K g7 29.B d1 forces Black to reckon with a threat against the ?b5.]

29.K g2 N f6 30.a x b5 a x b5 31.R a7 R e7 [Now it's too late for 31...R a8? 

32.N xf7!+–]

32.R1a5 B c8 33.R x e7 b x e7 34.f4! B d6 [34...B d8 35.R a7 N d7 36.f5 B

b6   37.R   a1?   and   after   leaving   the   7th,   White   proceeds   to   pile   up   the

pressure on the kingside.]

35.R a7 [35.f5!? gxf5 36.R a7±]

35...N   d7  [35...exf4   36.R   x  f7   (36.N   xf7   fxe3   37.N   xd6   B   g4„   38.e5   e2

39.exf6   (39.K   f2   R   f8!)   39...e1Q   40.R   g7+   K   f8   41.R   f7+=)   36...N   h7! 

 (36...fxe3 37.R x f6 e2 38.R x g6+ K f8 39.K f2 b x g3+ 40.Kxe2±)  37.gxf4

 (37.N f5 b x f5 38.R x h7 B g4„)  37...N xg5 38.R f6 b x f4 39.R x f4 N f7 40.R

f6 N e5 41.K g3²]

36.f5 R b7 37.R x b7?! [¹37.R a8! R b8 38.R a1? as White's rook is more

active than its counterpart.]

37...b x b7 38.g4 N f6  [38...hxg4 39.N xg4 K g7 40.fxg6 Kxg6   (40...fxg6

 41.N e6+ K h7 42.K g3 B c8 43.B d1 N b6 44.N f6+ K h6 45.N d8!?±)  41.N

h6!  (41.N e3?! B c8 42.N f5 B f8=)  41...f6 42.N f5 fxg5 43.N xd6 B a6 44.K

g3±]

39.B d1 hxg4 40.N xg4 N xg4 [40...K g7 41.fxg6 N xg4 42.b x g4 fxg6 43.B

d7 B a6 44.B e8 b4 45.K f3±]

41.b x g4 K g7 42.h5  [White doesn't want to open it up too much for the

opponent's bishops, but probably a stronger try was]

[42.fxg6! fxg6  (42...Kxg6 43.B d7)  43.B d7 - 40...?g7.]

42...gxh5 [42...gxf5? 43.h6+!+–]

43.b x h5 f6 44.N e6+ K g8 45.B e8 b4 [45...B a6 46.K f3 b4 47.B d7 only

transposes to 45...b4.]

46.B d7!? [46.B b5 B c8! 47.b x c4 b x e6 48.fxe6 b x c3 49.b x c3 K f8= and

the blockade holds -  Black must just prevent the penetration ?c6.]

46...B a6 47.K f3 K f7 48.K g4 K e7 49.B a4 B c8? [Long-term pressure

provokes mistakes.]

[After 49...K f7 

 50.K h5 B c8² Black can fight on.]

50.N g7!+– [This manoeuvre breaks down the fortress.]

50...B c7 51.N e8 B a5 [Black desperately seeks counterplay.]

[51...B b8 52.K h5 K f7 53.d6+–]

52.d6+ K f7 53.N c7 [53.d7 B a6 54.K h5 B d8 55.N d6+ K e7 56.N c8+ K f7

57.B c6+–]

53...B b7 54.B b5 b x c3 [54...B x e4 55.b x c4+ K f8 56.N e6+ K e8 57.B

b5+ K f7 58.N xc5+– is similar]

55.b x c4+ K f8 56.b x c3 B x e4 [56...b x c3 57.N e6+ K e8 58.B b5+ K f7

59.N d8++–]

57.N e6+ K e8 58.B b5+ K f7 59.N xc5 B c2 60.N b B d1+ 61.K g3 B b6

62.c4 B c2 [62...B e2 63.c5 b x b5 64.cxb6 K e8 65.N c5+–]

63.B d7!? [White avoids 63.c5 b x c5 64.N xc5 b x f5 65.N b+– with the

possibly necessity of mating with ?+?.]

63...B e4 64.c5  [64.c5 b x b7 65.cxb6 K f8 66.K f2   (66.B c8+–)   66...K f7

67.K e3+–]

1–0

 (97) Volokitin,Andrei (2666) - Goldin,Alexander (2600) [C92]

WchT 6th Beersheba (2), 02.11.2005

 [Erenburg,S]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 d6

8.c3 0–0 9.h3 N d7 [liberating the f6 square for the dark-squared bishop.]

10.d4 B f6 [Other theoretifcal continuations are:]

[10...B b7 11.NB d2 B f6 12.N f1 R e8 13.N1h2 exd4 In principle a risky

decision, since White gets a perfect centre, but Black intends to chal enge it

immediately. 14.cxd4 N a5 15.B c2 c5 16.N g4 cxd4 17.N xd4 b x d4 18.Q x

d4² 1–0 Bauer,C-Fressinet,L/Belfort 2003/CBM 99/[Wedberg] (37); 10...N b6

Black prefers not to define the position of his light-squared bishop as long

time as possible.  11.NB d2  (11.B e3 exd4 12.cxd4 N a5 13.B c2 c5 14.N c3

 Nac4   15.B   c1   cxd4   16.N   xd4   B   f6   17.a4   b   x   a4=   1–0   Gligoric,S-

Olafsson,F/Bled/Zagreb/Belgrade 1959/Candidates/[Bulletin]  (51) ;  11.a3 B

 f6 12.B a2 B b7 13.B e3 d5 14.N xe5 N xe5 15.dxe5 b x e5 16.b x b6 cxb6

 17.b x d5²  1–0 Short,N-Adams,M/Groningen 1997/CBM 063 (44) )  11...B f6

12.N f1  ( White didn't get anything after  12.dxe5 N xe5 13.N xe5 dxe5 14.Q

 f3   c5   15.N   f1   c4   16.B   c2   B   e6=   1–0   Shirov,A-Balashov,Y/Tal inn   EST

2005/The Week in Chess 533 (35) )  12...N a5 driving away the bishop from

an active position, and, at the same time, preparing c7–c5 advance.  (12...R

 e8   13.N1h2   exd4   14.cxd4   N   a5   15.B   c2   c5   16.b3   1–0   Popovic,P-

Salov,V/Manila   1990/CBM   019/[Schussler]   (57) )   13.B   c2   c5   14.b3!N

Extremely strong novelty. It seems a bit strange to open the long diagonal, 

when black's dark-squared bishop is located on f6. But, white covers the c4

spot, and making possible the development of dark-squared bishop. In the

previous games white tried: 14...cxd4 15.cxd4 N c6 attacking white's centre. 

(Black doesn't equalize after 15...exd4 16.N xd4 B b7  (16...d5 17.e5±)  17.B

e3²) 16.B e3 White isn't  interested  to  close  the  centre:   (16.d5   Erenburg

 16...N b4 17.B b1 a5÷)  Black faces some problems to maintain the tension

in the centre, as he cannot complete the development of the queenside. 

16...d5? losing the pawn. (Better was to get the position with inferior pawn

structure, but with material balance: 16...exd4 17.N xd4 N xd4 18.b x d4 B

e5  (18...N d7 19.N e3 B b7 20.N f5±)  19.R c1²) 17.exd5 N xd5 18.dxe5 N

xe5 19.N xe5 b x e5 20.b x h7+! Simple tactics, that gives white a material

advantage.   20...Kxh7   21.Q   h5+   K   g8   22.Q   x   e5±   1–0   Galkin,A-

Balashov,Y/Kazan 2005/CBM 109_01/[Erenburg] (32) White is a pawn up

without any compensation from the black's side. ]

11.a4 [attacking black's queenside pawns.]

11...B b7 12.N a3 exd4  [The main alternative to the continuation in the

game is 12...N b6 13.d5 N e7 14.B e3 c6 15.a x b5 a x b5 16.dxc6 b x c6

17.b x b6 Q x b6 18.Q x d6 R f d8 19.Q b4 Q b7  (19...N g6?! 20.N c4! Q c7

 21.R   x   a8   b   x   a8   22.Q   x   b5   R   b8   23.Q   a6±   Kruppa,Y-Ginsburg,G/K

herson/1990/0,5/41/ (27) )   20.R a d1 R x d1 21.R x d1!N This looks like a

strong improvement over previous games.  (21.b x d1 N g6 22.B c2 B e7

Hennigan,M-Rausis,I/Gausdal/1995/0,5/22/   23.Q   b3   B   c5°   Timoshenko/ )

21...B x e4  (21...N g6 22.B d5±)  22.N xb5 b x f3 23.gxf3 Q x f3 24.N d6! The

point   of   Whiteś   play.   Whiteś   attack   is   more   real   than   Blackś.   One

important factor is that White covers the fourth rank with his ?. So Black has

no ?g4+. 24...Q x h3 25.N xf7 K f8 26.N d8! 1–0 Lastin,A-K holmov,R/Rovno

2000/CBM 076/[Wedberg] (26)]

13.cxd4 N a5 [attacking white's light-squared bishop, as wel  as opening the

long diagonal for black's light-squared one. Black tried also:]

[13...R e8 14.B f4 N a5 15.B c2 b4 16.N b1 N f8 17.NB d2 N e6 18.B e3 c5

19.d5 N f8 20.R b1 c4 21.Q e2 R c8 22.N h2 b3N 23.B d1 N d7 24.N g4 b x

b2?!  Dubious, because Black  loses control over the black  squares. The

black ?:s look much more dangerous than they actual y are.  (¹24...B g5)

25.R x b2 c3 26.R b1 cxd2?!  (¹26...c2  Wedberg  27.R c1 cxd1Q 28.Rcxd1²)

27.b x d2 N c5 (27...b x d5 28.N h6+!  (28.Q x a6 N c4)  28...gxh6 29.Q g4+ K

h8 30.exd5±) 28.Q f3 N c4 29.B c3‚ 1–0 Svidler,P-Smagin,S/St Petersburg

1998/CBM 067/[Wedberg] (35) Black suffers from the absence of defenders

on the ?-side. White threatens to win easily with the standard attack starting

with ?f6+.; 13...N b6!? 14.B f4!  (14.a x b5 a x b5 15.B f4 b4 16.N c4 R x a1

 17.Q x a1 N xc4 18.b x c4 N xd4³)  14...b x a4 15.b x a4 N xa4 16.Q x a4 a5

 (16...N e7 17.e5 N g6÷)  17.B d2 R e8 18.d5² N b4 19.b x b4 a x b4 20.Q x

b4 R b8 21.Q c4!! Q c8?! (21...b x b2 22.R a2 c6?! 

a) 22...b x a3 23.R x a3±; 

b) 22...Q f6 23.Q x c7 R e c8 24.Q d7 Q c3 25.N b5 Q b3 26.R a7±; 

c) 22...B f6!? 23.N b5 Q d7  (23...R e7 24.N fd4±  C7 wil  remain weak until it

is no longer existing.  )  24.N fd4 b x d4 25.N xd4²; 23.dxc6 R c8 24.cxb7 R x

c4   25.N   xc4+–)   22.N   d4!±   1–0   Kasparov,G-Karpov,A/Lyon/New   York

1990/CBM 021/[Gurevich,M] (57)]

14.B a2 [keeping important bishop on the board.]

[White doesn't succeed to win the pawn after 14.a x b5?! a x b5 15.B c2N Of

course, open "a" file plays in black's hands. 

a)  15.B   f4   b4   16.N   c4   N   xb3   17.Q   x   b3   B   x   e4!=   ½–½   Enhbat,P-K

holmov,R/Cheliabinsk 1991/CBM 25 (36); 

b) 15.N xb5 N xb3 16.R x a8 Q x a8 17.Q x b3 B x e4 18.N xc7 Q c6 19.B f4

 (19.d5?? Q x c7 20. Q x c1+–+)  19...b x f3 20.R c1 Q b7=; 

15...b4 16.N b1 R e8 17.B f4 c5 18.NB d2 cxd4 19.b x d6 N c6 20.B a4

Nde5 21.b x e5 b x e5 22.R c1 R c8 23.N b3 d3?!  (23...B f4 24.R c4 Q e7

 25.N fxd4 N xd4 26.R x d4 R e d8²)  24.N c5 d2 25.Q x d2 Q x d2 26.N xd2 B

a8   27.N   c4   B   f4   28.Rcd1±   N   e5?  (¹28...Rcd8)   29.N   b6!   1–0   Ol ,L-

Wel s,P/Szeged 1997/CBM 062/[Wedberg] (29)]

14...b4 15.N c4 N xc4 16.b x c4 [White's plan should be a carrying out of

the e4–e5 breakthrough after preparatory ?f4. It should be noted, that white

can put a pressure along the a2–g8 diagonal after developing the queen to

b3.]

16...R e8 [attacking white's central pawn.]

[Another attempt to equalize is 16...d5 17.exd5 N b6 18.B d3 N xd5 19.N e5

N e7  (19...c5 20.dxc5 Q c7 21.c6²)  20.B e3 Q d5 21.f3 Q d6÷ Ivanchuk,V-

Xie Jun/Monaco blind 1996/EXP 52/1–0 (49)]

17.Q b3   18.b x f7+  [The immediate capture on f7 looks more principled, 

than preliminary trade on e4, as white's queenside rook can be transfered to

e1 in one tempo.]

[18. B x e4 19.b x f7+ K h8 20.B d5 b x d5 21.Q x d5² 1–0 Walsh,C-BarK

hagen,J/Berlin 1996/CBM 055/[Wedberg] (36)]

18...K h8 19.B d2N [connecting the rooks.]

[In preceding games white continued 19.B e3 R e7 20.B d5 c6  (20...b x d5

 21.Q x d5 a5 22.R a c1 N b6 23.Q b5 Q g8 24.R c6 h6 25.R e c1 N d5„  0–1

Tzoumbas,A-Frendzas,P/Peristeri 1994/CBM 46 (42) )  21.B e6 N f8 22.B g4

a5   23.R   a   c1²   ½–½   Kasparov,G-Karpov,A/Wch35–KK5   1990/CBM   21/

[Schussler] (36); In case of 19. B x e4 20.Q x b4 black gets a sufficient

compensation after 20...b x f3 21.gxf3 c5„]

19...a5 [protecting the b4 pawn.]

[Worse is 19...c5 20. B x e4 21.R e1 Q e7 22.B d5±]

20.B d5 [taking control over the open "e" file, as wel  as weakening the light

squares in black's camp.]

[20. B x e4 21.R e1 is met by 21...d5! 22.b x d5 N c5°]

20...b x d5 21.Q x d5 R x e1+ 22.R x e1 N b6 [attacking the queen and a4

pawn at the same time.]

23.Q h5  [Al  the white's pieces are directed on the attack against black's

monarch.  Therefore,   white   has   quite   a   good   chances   to   get   a   sufficient

compensation for sacrificed a4 pawn.]

23...Q d7  [23...N xa4 is too dangerous: 24.B g5 c6 covering d5 square. 

 (24...N xb2 25.b x f6 gxf6 26.N h4‚; 24...Q d7 25.N h4+–)  25.b x f6 gxf6 26.N

h4±]

24.B g5! [changing the key piece in black's defence.]

24...N d5 [bringing the knight to defence.]

[24...N xa4 -23...?xa4]

25.N h4!? [Comes to consideration: 25.b3÷]

25...K g8? [allowing white to get an obvious advantage.]

[The engine proves, that black could take white's central pawn: 25...b x d4! 

26.N g6+ 

a) ¹26.R d1! c5 27.N g6+ K g8 28.B h4  (28.Q f3 N c7µ)  28...N b6 29.N e7+

K h8 30.N g6+=; 

b) 26.B d8 B e5  (26...R x d8 27.N g6+ K g8 28.Q x d5+ Q f7 29.N e7++–)

27.N g6+ K g8µ; 

26...K g8 27.Q f3  (27.B h4 c6 28.N e7+ N xe7 29.R x e7 Q c8µ; 27.N e7+ N

 xe7 28.R x e7 Q f5µ)  27...c6  (27...N b6?? 28.R e7+–)  28.R e7!  (28.N e7+ N

 xe7 29.R x e7 Q c8µ ?30.Q f7+ K h8 31.B h6 Q g8–+)  28...N xe7 29.N xe7+

K h8 30.N xc6  (30.Q f7 Q e8–+)  30...B b6!  (30...B c5 31.N e5 Q e8 32.N f7+

 K g8 33.Q d5 b x f2+ 34.K h2 Q x f7 35.Q x a8+ Q f8 36.Q d5+ K h8 37.Q x

 a5 B c5 38.Q b5²)  31.N e5 Q a7 32.N f7+ K g8 33.Q d5 R f8–+]

26.Q f3! c6 27.b x f6 N x f6 [27...R f8 doesn't help black to avoid material

loses: 28.Q h5 N x f6 29.Q x a5 N d5 30.Q a6±]

28.N f5 [threatening with an invasion into black's camp.]

28...R e8 [28...N d5 isn't better, than the move in the game: 29.Q g4 K f8

 (29...K h8 30.R e7+–)  30.Q h5 K g8 31.Q g5 K f8 32.h4±]

29.R x e8+ N xe8 [29...Q x e8 30.N xd6+–]

30.Q x c6! [winning a pawn.]

30...Q x c6 31.N e7+ K f7 32.N xc6± [White is going to take another black's

pawn, that wil  promise him excellent winning chances in endgame.]

32...K e6 33.N xa5 K d5 34.K f1 [activating the king.]

34...Kxd4 35.K e2 N c7 36.N b3+  [Typical maneouvre in the games with

increment time control :-)]

36...K   c4   37.N   a5+   K   d4   38.K   d2   N   e6   39.b3? [throwing   away   the

advantage.]

[White should have played 39.N b d5 40.a5 N c7 41.b3±]

39...N f4? [missing a great opportunity to get a draw:]

[39...K c5! 40.N b+  (40.K c2?? d5–+; 40.N c4 N d4 41.a5 N xb3+ 42.K e3 K

 b5„)  40...K c6 41.N a5+ K c5=]

40.N c4 d5  [40...K c5 loses, in view of 41.N b2!  (41.N e3 d5²)   41...N xg2

 (41...K d4 42.a5+–)  42.N d3++–]

41.N b2! [covering the d3 square, thus, winning black's b4 pawn.]

41...N xg2 42.N d3 N h4 43.a5+– [White doesn't hurry to win the b4 pawn, 

but, first pushes forward his passed pawn "a". White's connecting passed

pawns promise white an easy victory.]

43...N f3+ 44.K c2 N g5 [44...K e4 doesn't change anything: 45.N xb4 N d4+

46.K b2 N b5 47.N c6+–]

45.a6 N e6 46.a7 N c7 47.N xb4 N a8 [47...K c5 48.N a6++–]

48.N c6+ K c5 49.N e7 g6 [49...K b6 50.N xd5+ Kxa7 51.K c3+–]

50.K d3 N c7 51.b4+! K d6 [51...K b6 52.N xd5++–; 51...Kxb4 52.N xd5++–]

52.b5 N a8 53.b6 [getting a promotion for the "a" pawn.]

[53.b6 N xb6 54.N c8++–]

1–0

 (98) Smirin,Ilia (2666) - Grischuk,Alexander (2581) [C90]

New York op New York (9), 11.05.2000

 [Smirin]

[Oratovsky,M]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 B e7 6.R e1 b5 7.B b3 d6

8.c3 0–0 9.d3 N a5 10.B c2 c5 11.NB d2 N c6 12.N f1 R e8 13.h3 h6 14.N

g3 B f8 15.d4  [Nothing promises 15.N h2 B e6 16.f4 exf4 17.b x f4 d5=

18.e5 N d7 19.N f3 d4 20.Q e2 B d5³  Mokry,K-Pribyl,M/CZE-ch 1996 (40)]

15...cxd4 16.cxd4 exd4 17.N xd4 N xd4 18.Q x d4 B e6 [18...B b7 19.B f4

R c8 20.B b3 d5 21.exd5 B c5 22.R x e8+ Q x e8 23.Q d3 R d8 24.Q c3 N

xd5?! 25.Q x c5 N xf4 26.Q c7+–  Liang Jinrong-Xie Jun/TCN Cup 3rd  1997

1–0 (37); 18...Q c7 19.B b3 d5 20.B d2 (20.b x d5 N xd5  (20...B c5 21.B f4²)

21.Q x d5 B b7 22.B f4 Q x f4 23.Q x b7 B c5°) 20...B c5 21.Q c3 Q b6 22.Q

f3 dxe4 23.N x e4  24. B b7µ   Abramovic,B-MiK halchishin,A/Lvov-Belgrade

1993 0–1 (37)]

19.B e3!N  [Here white bishop placed better than on f4,where it disturbes

move f2–f4.]

19...R c8 20.Q d2 N d7 21.R a c1 [Deserved attention immediatly 21.f4! Q

h4?! 22.B f2  (22.K h2 N f6 23.B d1 B g4„)  22...R x c2 23.Q x c2 Q x f4 24.N

f5 Q g5  (24...d5? 25.N xg7! Kxg7 26.exd5 B f5 27.Q c3+ R e5 28.R x e5 N

 xe5   29.B   g3+–)   25.Q   c6±   and   black   has   not   enough   compensation   for

sacrificed exchange]

21...N e5 [21...b x a2 22.b3 N c5 23.Q b4 b x b3 24.b x b3 N d3 25.b x f7+

+–]

22.b3 N c6 [Losing 22...b x h3? 23.f4 Q h4 24.N f1+–]

23.B b1 [23.f4 d5„; 23.R e d1 Q a5!?]

23...d5  [Better for white endgame arisig after 23...Q a5 24.Q x a5 N xa5

25.Rcd1!±]

24.exd5 Q x d5 [Losing by forse 24...b x d5 25.R e d1 N b4 26.R x c8 Q x

c8 27.a3 b x b3 28.R c1 N c6 29.Q d3 b x a3 30.Q h7+ K f8 31.N f5!+–]

25.Q c2 g6 26.Rcd1 N e7 [Very interesting complications arises after tricky

26...Q e5!? 27.b x h6 b x b3! 28.Q x b3  (28.R x e5 b x c2 29.R x e8 R x e8

 30.b x c2 b x h6³)  28...Q x e1+ 29.R x e1 R x e1+ 30.K h2 N a5™  (30...b x

 h6 31.b x g6±)  31.Q d5 R x b1 32.b x f8 R x f8 33.N e4² and very strong

piese combination-Q+N guarantees white better chanses.]

27.Q b2 B g7™ [27...Q c6? 28.N e4 N d5 29.R x d5+–]

28.B d4 b x d4 29.R x d4 Q c5 [29...Q c6 30.N e4  (30.R h4?! N d5 31.R x

 h6 Q c3„)  30...B d5 31.Q d2! K g7  (31...B x e4 32.B x e4 Q c3 33.B b7+–)

32.b4!± with clear positional advantage]

30.Rdd1 [30.N e4 Q e5 31.f4 Q g7÷]

30...R e d8 31.N e4 R x d1 32.R x d1 Q c7 

XABCDEFGHY

8-+r+-+k+(

7+-wq-snp+-' 

6p+-+l+pzp& 

5+p+-+-+-%

4-+-+N+-+$

3+P+-+-+P#

2PwQ-+-zPP+" 

1+L+R+-mK-! 

xabcdefghy

33.h4! h5?!“ [33...B f5? 34.N f6+ K f8 35.b x f5 N xf5 36.N d5+–; 33...R d8

34.R c1 Q b6  (34...Q f4? 35.g3 Q f3 36.N f6+ K f8 37.B e4! R d1+ 38.K h2)

35.h5 Q d4 36.Q a3±; ¹33...N d5! 34.N f6+  (34.R x d5? b x d5 35.N f6+ K f8

 36.N xd5 Q c1+; 34.h5 Q f4÷)  34...N x f6 35.Q x f6²]

34.N g5± [now whites pressure becomes stronge move by move]

34...B f5 [¹34...R d8 35.R e1 B f5 36.Q f6 N d5 37.Q x a6±]

35.Q f6 N d5 36.Q x a6 [36.R x d5?? Q c1+ 37.K h2 Q f4+–+]

36...b x b1 37.R x b1 R d8 38.R e1 Q c3 39.N f3 b4 40.R d1+– [ last point

in the mutual timetrouble]

40...Q c5 41.Q c4 Q d6 42.Q d4! R d7 43.N e5 R d8 [43...R e7 44.N c4 Q

d8 45.N e3+–]

44.N c4 Q f8 45.N b6

1–0

 (99) Leko,Peter (2665) - Anand,Viswanathan (2795) [C80]

Tilburg Fontys Tilburg (5), 28.10.1998

 [MiK halevski,V]

1.e4 [Kortschnoj]

1...e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 N c5 10.c3 B g4 11.B c2 d4!? [In according to my

database this position has been played only once before.Maybe this game

wil  bring popularity to this unexplored line.]

[11...N e6?! Hansen,Cu: A seldom played move 12.R e1 (12.h3 B h5 13.R

e1 B c5 14.N b3 B a7 15.B e3 b x e3  (15...N xe5?! 16.g4 N xf3+ 17.Q x f3 B

 g6 18.b x g6 hxg6 19.b x a7 R x a7 20.N c5)  16.R x e3 N e7 17.g4?! B g6

18.N fd4 b x c2 19.Q x c2 N g6„  0–1 Kourtesis,G-Flear,G/Athens Akropolis

op 1989 (31)) 12...Q d7 (12...B c5 13.N f1 

a) 13.N b3 MiK halevski,V  13...B a7 14.B e3  (14.a4 b4 15.Q d3 B h5 16.N

 fd4 b x d4 17.cxd4 B g6 18.Q d1 b x c2 19.Q x c2 Ncxd4 20.N xd4 N xd4

 21.Q c5 N e6 22.Q c6+ K e7 23.B e3 d4 24.b x d4! N xd4 25.Q c5+ K e6

 26.R   a   d1   Q   d5   27.Q   x   d4   Q   x   d4   28.R   x   d4²  ½–½   Lutz,C-

Jussupow,A/Germany 1996/GER-chT (54) )  14...b x e3 15.R x e3 N e7 16.h3

B f5  (16...B h5)  17.N fd4 b x c2 18.Q x c2 0–0 19.R f1 R c8 20.N xe6 fxe6

21.N   c5   N   f5   22.R   d3   Q   e7   23.b4   a5   24.Q   e2²     1–0   Wahls,M-

Rhodin,C/Hamburg-ch 1987 (31); 

b) 13.a4 MiK halevski,V  13...N e7 14.N b3 B b6 15.a x b5 a x b5 16.R x a8

Q x a8 17.Q d3² 1:44–1:24 1–0 Rodriguez,A-Sorin,A/Capablanca mem-B

1993 (31); 13...B h5 14.N g3 B g6 15.h4!? (15.B b3 N e7 16.h4 h6 17.h5 B

h7   18.N   d4   b   x  d4   19.cxd4   0–0   20.Q   g4   K   h8   21.B   e3   (21.a4?! ??d2

 21...c5!?)   21...Q   d7   22.R   a   c1²     1–0   Kovalev,A-Kaidanov,G/URS-OT56

Blagoveshchensk 1988 (43)) 15...b x c2 MiK halevski,V  

a) 15...d4!„; 

b)  15...0–0??  16.B  b3!±   1–0  Almasi,Z-Jussupow,A/Ubeda   1997/CBM  58/

[Hansen,Cu] (47)  (16.h5 b x c2 17.Q x c2 f6!) ; 16.Q x c2 0–0= (16...d4?! 

17.cxd4 Ncxd4 18.N xd4 b x d4 (18...Q x d4 19.B e3 Q c4  (19...Q b4 20.R a

 c1+–)  20.Q x c4 b x c4 21.b x c5 N xc5 22.R e c1±) 19.Q c6+ K f8±) ) 13.N

f1 R d8 14.N e3 B h5 15.N f5 B c5 16.Q d3 B g6 17.a4 N e7 18.g4 B b6 1–0

Grunthal,R-Alava,M/FIN-chT 1993/EXT 98 (41) and black seems to be OK.; 

11...B e7 (see 10...?e7) 12.R e1 Q d7 has been played a lot - however at the

moment whiteschances seems to be preferred.  (12...0–0) ]

12.N b3 [12.h3 B h5 13.N b3 d3 14.B b1 B g6 15.NB d4 Q d5 16.a4 N xd4

17.N   xd4   N   xa4  18.B   a2   Q   b7   19.e6   ½–½  Hakki,I-Odendahl,S/Gausdal

1982/MCD (19); 12.N e4? d3 13.N xc5 dxc2 14.Q x d8+ N xd8³]

12...d3 13.B b1 [13.N xc5? dxc2 see 12.?e4?]

13...Q   d5! ['N!?'   Kortschnoj.     Black   has   been   preparing   ?:f3   weakening

pawn sructure on the king side and  taking back e5 pawn. Kortschnoj: 'Very

important, new way to treat the modern line of the open Spanish with black. 

If   it   works,   then   many   grandmasters   wil   be   compelled   to   modify   their

opening repertoire.']

[13...N xb3 14.a x b3 B f5 15.B e3]

14.N xc5 [Kortschnoj: 'White does not have much choice. After']

[14.h3   Kortschnoj   14...b   x   f3   15.Q   x   f3   Q   x   f3   16.gxf3   0–0–0   he   has

problems to equalize (17.?e3? ?a4)]

14...b x c5 [Worse is 14...b x f3? 15.Q x f3 Q x f3 16.gxf3 b x c5 17.b x d3

as   after   17...0–0–0   (17...N   xe5?   18.R   e1)   18.B   f5+   has   become

possible(compare with the game position with black bishop on g4).]

15.Q x d3 [15.b x d3 0–0–0!  (15...b x f3? 16.Q x f3 Q x f3 17.gxf3  leads to

above-mentioned position.  )   16.B e2   (16.B  c2?! b x f3 17.Q x f3 Q x f3

 18.gxf3 N xe5  leads to the game with white's bishop on c2 instead of e4 that

is in the black's favour.  )  16...Q x d1!? (16...Q e4!? 17.Q e1 N xe5 18.N xe5 b

x e2! 19.N xf7 R d1 20.Q x d1 b x d1 21.N xh8 B c2! 22.B e3! (22.N f7? B

d3 23.R d1   (23.N g5 b x f2+!)   23...Q e2 24.B e3 b x e3 25.fxe3 B e4–+)

22...b x e3 23.fxe3 Q x e3+ 24.K h1 B d3°) 17.b x d1  (17.R x d1 b x f3 18.R

 x d8+ R x d8   and Black is OK.  )   17...b x f3 18.b x f3 N xe5   (18...N xe5

Kortschnoj  19.B h5 N d3  and black has no problems.  ) ]

15...Q x d3 16.b x d3 0–0–0! [Kortschnoj: 'On the move 12 white could

interpose h3 ?h5, then long castle would not be possible due to ?f5+...']

[16...b x f3? leads to 14...?:f3?]

17.B e4 [17.B e2?! N xe5! 18.N xe5  (18.a4?! N xf3+ 19.gxf3 B h3³)  18...b x

e2 19.R e1   (19.N xf7 b x f1 20.N xd8 B c4 21.N c6 R e8 22.B e3 b x e3

 23.fxe3 R x e3³)  19...B h5  (19...Rhe8!?) ]

17...b x f3 18.gxf3 [Leko is stil  trying to fight for an advantage. Kortschnoj:

'Or']

[18.b x f3 was safer. 18...N xe5=]

18...N xe5 19.a4! ['?' Kortschnoj.  Kortschnoj: 'A critical line is']

[19.b4 Kortschnoj followed by a2–a4 , e.g. 19...B d6 20.a4 K d7 21.B b7 R

b8 22.b x a6 N xf3+ 23.K g2 N xh2 24.R h1 N g4 25.b x b5+ - white, having

two bishops, stands somewhat better.]

19...b4! [19...Rhe8? 20.a x b5 a x b5 21.b4! B b6 22.f4! N d7 23.B c6!]

20.B g5!? [20.B e3!? b x e3 21.fxe3 R d2  (21...g6!?)  22.cxb4 R x b2 23.b5! 

a x b5  (23...a5 24.R f2²)  24.a x b5 R x b5 25.R a8+ R b8 26.R a7!?  (26.R x

 b8+ Kxb8 27.R b1+ K c8! 28.B f5+ N d7 29.R a1 R f8!) ]

20...f6 21.cxb4 [21.B e3!?]

21...b x b4 22.B e3 N c4 [22...g6!? is a way to try to catch initiative.]

23.B f4 B d2! [23...B d6 24.b3! b x f4 25.b x c4]

24.b3! N d6!= ['!' Kortschnoj. ]

25.b x d6 [25.b x d2?! N x e4 26.fxe4 R x d2³; 25.b x d6 R x d6 Black could

continue trying to use uncomfortable position of white's bishop by g6 and

then f5.]

½–½

 (100) Sutovsky,Emil (2665) - Sorokin,Maxim (2599) [C83]

RUS-chT Sochi (6), 24.04.2005

 [Postny,E]

1.e4 e5 2.N f3 N c6 3.B b5 a6 4.B a4 N f6 5.0–0 N x e4 6.d4 b5 7.B b3 d5

8.dxe5 B e6 9.NB d2 N c5 10.c3 B e7 [Other theoretical continuations are:

10...d4; 10...B g4]

11.B c2 d4 12.N b3 d3 13.N xc5 [This is a safe choice. White gets a slightly

preferable endgame by force.]

[A more ambitious continuation is 13.B b1]

13...dxc2 14.Q x d8+ R x d8 15.N xe6 fxe6 16.B e3 R d5 17.Rfc1  [This

move is more accurate than 17.?ac1, since it sets  the square f1 free for the

white king, as well as the rook on a1 might support a2–a4 push in some

case.]

[17.c4 b x c4 18.R a c1 N xe5 19.N xe5 R x e5 20.R x c2   - see the

annotated game Svidler,P-Kaidanov,G/Moscow 2003/CBM 94 [Postny,E]]

17...N xe5 18.N xe5 R x e5 19.R x c2 [19.B d4 R g5  (19...R e2 20.K f1 R d2

 21.B e3 R d5 22.R x c2 0–0 23.a4 B d6 24.g3 K f7 25.a x b5 a x b5 26.R a7²

1–0 Gruenfeld,Y-Greenfeld,A/Biel 1999 (57) )  20.R x c2 K f7 21.a4 R d5 22.a

x b5 a x b5 23.g3 Rhd8 24.K g2 R8d7 25.B e3 B c5 26.b x c5 R x c5 27.R

a5 c6 28.R e2 Rcd5 29.R a6 R7d6 30.R a7+ R d7 31.R a6 R7d6 32.R b6 K

f6= ½–½ Benjamin,J-Kaidanov,G/San Diego 2004 (43)]

19...K f7 [19...0–0 20.g3 B c5 21.B f4 R e f5 22.R e1 g5 23.B e3 b x e3 24.R

x  e3  K   f7   25.Rce2   R   e8  ½–½  Sutovsky,E-Krasenkow,M/Shenyang  1999

[MiK halevski,V] (69) Black did not have real problems to hold this one.]

20.c4 b4 21.R d1 R d8 22.R x d8 b x d8 23.K f1 B g5 24.B a7! [After the

exchange of the bishops the position wil  be drawish, so white should save

the bishop from an exchange to retain some chances.]

24...B e7N [24...R f5 25.K e2 K e8 26.K d3 K d7 27.f3 c5 28.R e2 B e7 29.B

b8 a5 30.K e4 K c6 31.B e5 g6 32.g4 R f8 33.R d2 a4 34.B g3 h5 35.R d

hxg4 36.fxg4 R f1„ ½–½ Xie Jun-Polgar,Z/Jaen 1996 (46)]

25.R e2 R f 26.B e3 h5 [26...B c5 27.g4 R e5 28.B f4 R x e2 29.Kxe2 c6

Black holds this endgame.]

27.g3 g5? [This is already a mistake, because ?g5 wil  be fixed and become

a target for White very soon.]

[Again, i don't see what was wrong with  27...B c5]

28.h3 B d6? [After this move black is lost.]

[It was necessary to move the rook out of the 5th rank. 28...K e8 29.g4 hxg4

30.hxg4 R f7]

29.g4 hxg4 

30.hxg4 R a5 

31.b3 K f6 

32.B d2 R a3 [Looks really weird, but there is nothing better. Black's rook is

stock on the 5th rank, the bishop and the king have to protect ?b4 and ?g5

weaknesses. Black is actually in zugzwang.]

33.K g2 B e7 [33...a5? 34.B c1]

34.K f3 K f7 

35.B e3 R a5 

36.K e4 K g6 

37.R c2! K f7 

38.B d2 B d6

  39.a4!+–  [Now, White's ?a2 is no more a weakness. White's rook is now

ready for decisive actions.]

39...R e5+

 40.K d3 a5 

41.R c1 B e7 

42.R h1 R c5  [42...K g7 43.B e3 B c5 44.b x c5 R x c5 45.R h5 K g6

46.f4+–]

43.B e3 R c6 

44.R h7+ K f6 

45.B d4+ [Not a very typical, but a very nice positional game from Emil.]

[45.B d4+ e5 46.R h6+]

1–0

 (101) Timofeev,Artyom (2661) - Jakovenko,Dmitrij (2627) [C90]

RUS-ch sf 58th Kazan (8), 10.09.2005

 [Erenburg,S]

1.e4 e5 

2.N f3 N c6 

3.B b5 a6 

4.B a4 N f6 

5.0–0 B e7 

6.R e1 b5 

7.B b3 d6 

8.a4 [Another theoretical line is]

[8.c3 0–0 9.d4 B g4 10.d5 N a5 11.B c2 1–0 Comp Hydra-Adams,M/London

2005/CBM 108_01/[Erenburg] (28)]

8...B b7 [After black developed his light-squared bishop to b7, white doesn't

need to lose the time on h2–h3. Other options are:]

[8...N a5 9.a x b5 N xb3 10.cxb3 B b7 11.b x a6 b x a6 12.d4 0–0 13.N c3 B

b7 14.R a4 exd4 15.N xd4 R x a4 16.b x a4 1–0 Nay Oo Kyaw Tun-Aung

Aung/Bangkok 2004/CBM 103/[Marin,M] (39); 8...b4 9.a5 0–0 10.d4 N xd4

11.N xd4 exd4 12.Q x d4 R b8 13.B g5 h6 14.B h4 N g4 15.b x e7 Q x e7

16.N d2 B e6 17.N c4 R f d8 18.R e d1 Q g5 19.f3? b x c4µ 0–1 Klinger,J-

Hort,V/Biel 1986/MCL/[Dolmatov] (50)]

9.c3 0–0 [9...N a5 10.B c2 c5 11.d4 0–0 12.NB d2 cxd4 13.cxd4 N c6N 14.N

b3!? d5!? 15.a x b5 a x b5 16.R x a8 b x a8 17.dxe5 N x e4 18.N fd4 N xd4

19.N xd4² 1–0 Kupreichik,V-Hjartarson,J/Winnipeg 1986 [Kupreichik,V] (47)]

10.d4 [White has got the position from Zaitsev variation, but instead of h2–

h3   move,   he   has   played   a2–a4,   that   seems   to   me   more   useful   in   this

position.]

10...h6 [covering the g5 square. Other possibilities are:]

[10...N d7 11.NB d2 B f6 12.N f1 N e7 13.N g3 N g6 14.Q e2 B c6 15.B e3±

½–½   Ulibin,M-Sulskis,S/Vilnius   1997/EXT 98   (79);   10...N   a5   11.B   c2   c5

12.dxe5 dxe5 13.N xe5 N x e4 14.a x b5 a x b5 15.N d7 R e8 16.B x e4 B x

e4   17.   R   a7=   0–1   Van   der   Wiel,J-Torre,E/Biel   1985/IZT   (58);   10...exd4

11.cxd4 N a5 12.B c2 d5 13.e5 N e4 14.N c3 b4 15.N x e4 dxe4 16. N b3

17.R b1 c5 18.R g4 b x f3 19.Q x f3 N xd4 20.Q e4 g6 21.B d3 Q d7 22.B h6

Rfe8 23.B c4 B f6 24.R x g6+ 1–0 Sulskis,S-Butnorius,A/Kaunas 2001/CBM

082 ext (24); 10...R e8 11.NB d2 B f8 12.d5 N a5 13.B a2 c6 14.b4 N c4

15.N   xc4   b   x   c4   16.dxc6   b   x   c6   17.B   g5±   ½–½   Van   Haastert,E-

Solleveld,M/Hengelo 2002/CBM 088 ext (36)]

11.NB d2 [Comes to consideration: 11.N a3!?]

11...R e8  [11...exd4 12.N xd4 N xd4 13.cxd4 c5 14.e5 dxe5 15.dxe5 N d5

16.Q g4 Q c8 17.Q g3 Q e6 18.N f3 ½–½ Varga,Z-Petran,P/Eger 1992/EXT

97 (18)]

12.B c2 [transfering the bishop to f1–a6 diagonal, and liberating way to the

"b" pawn.]

[12.Q e2 Q b8 13.B c2 B f8 14.d5 N a7  (14...N e7  Bulletin  15.a x b5 a x b5

 16.R x a8 b x a8 17.b4²)   15.c4 c6 16.b3 cxd5 17.cxd5 N d7 18.b4± 1–0

Kupreichik,V-Kakageldyev,A/AshK habad 1978/MCL/[Bul etin] (29); 12.N f1

B f8 13.N g3 N a5 14.B c2 g6 15.b3 c5 16.d5 B g7 17.h3 Q c7 18.B e3² 0–1

Miulescu,G-Sofronie,I/Romania 1994/EXT 97 (27)]

12...B   f8   13.d5   N   e7  [It   is   not   an   easy   question   where   to   move   the

queenside knight. Basically, black has to transfer his knights to c5 and b6

squares. Dmitry chooses to transfer his queenside knight to b6 via c8, while

the kingside knight wil  be transfered to c5 via d7. As we see, in this case

black's knights has other routes- they don't disturb each other. ]

[While, after 13...?b8 they would disturb... 13...N b8 14.B d3 b x a4 15.R x

a4 c6 16.c4 c5 17.N b3² 1–0 Milovanovic,R-Jakubovics,N/Tuzla 1991/EXT

97 (44)]

14.b3N  [White   is   preparing   to   strengthen   his   centre   by   c3–c4.   In   the

preceding game white continued]

[14.c4 b x c4 15.N x c4 c6 16.dxc6 N xc6 17.a5 Q c7 18.N b6 R a b8 19.B

d2² ½–½ Galdunts,S-Hedke,F/Groningen 1993/CBM 038 ext (56)]

14...c6 15.c4 b x c4 16.b x c4 [Black's light-squared bishop's possibilities

are limitted by white's central pawns very much, so, black transfers it to a6–

f1 diagonal.]

16...a5 17.N f1 [transfering the knight to e3.]

17...B a6 18.N e3 Q c7 [Black is wil ing to locate his heavy pieces on the "c" 

and "b" files.]

19.B a3 [It is the best location for the dark-squared bishop, as from here it

presses black's d6 pawn and covers the c5 spot.]

19...N c8 [transfering the knight to b6.]

20.N d2 [strengthening the c4 pawn.]

20...N b6 21.R c1 [White covers the squares on the "c" file. Otherwise, he

should have sacrificed the pawn:]

[21.Q f3!? N x c4 22.N d x c4 b x c4 (22...c x d5 23.N d2  (23.e x d5 b x c4

 24.R a c1±)  23...d4³) 23.N x c4 c x d5 24.N e3 d4÷; 21.Q e2? c x d5 22.e x

d5 N f x d5µ]

21...R e c8 22.B b3 [opening the semi-open file "c" for the rook.]

22...NB d7 [transfering the knight to c5.]

[22...N fd7!? 

23.Q f3 

 (23.c5 N x c5 

 24.b x c5 d x c5 

 25.d x c6 Q x c6 

 26.Q f3 R a7³; 

 23.d x c6 Q x c6 

 24.N d5 R a b8=) 

23...N c5 24.b x c5 d x c5 

25.Q g3÷]

23.dxc6! [White has to act immediately, otherwise, black wil  equalize after

transfering the knight to c5.]

[23.Q f3 N c5 24.b x c5 dxc5=]

23...Q x c6 [23...N c5 24.N d5!  (24.b x c5 d x c5 25.N d5 Q x c6=)  24...N

xd5 25.cxd5 N d3 26.B c4±]

24.N d5 R a b8 25.N c3! [transfering the knight to b5 stronghold.]

[25.Q f3!? N h7 

26.c5 N g5 

 (26...N x c5 

 27.N e7+ b x e7 

 28.Q x f7+ K h8 

 29.Q x e7²) 

27.Q c3 d x c5  (

 27... N x c5 

 28.Q x a5²) 

28.Q x  a5 Q g6=]

25...N c5 26.B c2  [strengthening the e4 pawn, and keeping an important

light-squared bishop on the board.]

26...N fd7 [transfering the kingside knight to b6.]

[The exchange sacrifce doesn't work here: 26...R b4? 

27.b x b4 a x b4

28.N b5+–]

27.N b5 R a8 [covering the a7 square.]

[27...R b7 

28.B b2 B e7 

29.B c3 Q b6  (29...B d8 30.N f3²)  30.R b1²]

28.N f1! [Step by step white improves the position of his pieces. Now Artyom

is transfering his knight to d5 via e3.]

28...N   b6   29.N   e3²  [White's   position   is   slightly   better,   thanks   to   space

advantage. It should be noted, that black's dark-squared bishop is extremely

passive at the moment.]

29...Q d [29...B e7 is met by 30.N f5]

30.R b1! [locating the rook on the open "b" file.]

30...Q e6?! [Better was 30...R c6 31.R e2 , but, the position favours white

anyway.]

31.N d5? [missing more attractive continuation...]

[31.N x d6! N b x a4  (31...Q x d6 

 32.Q x d6 B x d6 

 33.R x b6 N d3 

 34.B x d3 B x a3±; 

 31...B x d6 32.R x b6+–; 

 31...N x c4 

 32.N e x c4 B x c4 

 33.N x c8+–) 

32.N x c8 N c3 

33.Q d8 N x b1 

 (33...R x c8 

 34.Q x a5 N x b1 

 35.R x b1 -see 

33...?x b1 ) 

34.R x b1 (34.N e7+ Q x e7 

35.Q x e7  (35.Q x a8 N x a3–+) 

35...B x e7 3

6.R x  b1=) 

34...Rx  c8 (¹34...Q x c8 

35.Q d5  (35.Q x a5 B x c4=)

   35...Q e8 

36.B x c5 R d8 

37.B d6 B x d6 38.Q x a5±) 

35.Q x a5 N b7 

 (35...B x c4 

 36.R b6+–; 

 35...B b7 

 36.R b6±) 

36.Q c3 B x c4 

37.B x f8 

 (37.R x b7 B a6 

 38.R c7 R x c7 

 39.Q x c7 B x a3=) 

37...B a6  (37...B a2 

 38.Q e1 B x b1 

 39.Q x b1+–) 

38.Q a3 R x f8 

39.N d5+–]

31...N x d5 

 32.c x d5 Q d7 [After black closed the centre, his position shouldn't be bad. 

His well-located knight compensates lack of space.]

33.Q d2 B e7 [transfering the bishop to d8, afterware, it would be possible to

locate it on b6.]

34.Q x a5 [al owing black to change almost everything...]

[Probably, white should have kept the tension with 34.R b2 B d8 35.R e b1 R

a b8² /=.]

34...B x b5 

35.Q x b5 Q x b5 

36.R x b5 N x a4= [There is no reason, that black can be worse here. The

endgame is deadly drawish.]

37.B x a4 

[37.R b7 R x c2 

38.R x e7 R a6 

39.R b1? N c3–+]

37...R x a4 

38.R b3 R c2 

39.g3 g6 

40.K f1 R c c4 

41.f3 h5

½–½

 (102) Karjakin,Sergey (2660) - Bacrot,Etienne (2717) [C92]

Corus Wijk aan Zee (5), 19.01.2006

 [Finkel,A]

1.e4 [Ftacnik]

1. e5 

2. N f3 N c6 

3. B b5 a6 

4. B a4 N f6 

5. 0–0 B e7 

6. R e1 b5 

7. B b3 d6 

8. c3 0–0 

9. h3 B b7 

10. d4 R e8 

11. N b d2 B f8 

12. a4 h6 

13. B c2 e x d4 

14. c x d4 N b4 

15. B b1 c5 

16. d5 N d7 

17. R a3 f5?! [ This move is justly considerd to be very dangerous for Black. 

The following game proves the credibility of this theoretical evaluation once

again! ]

18.N   h2  [White   wants   Black   to   exchange   on   e4   in   this   line.   The   open

diagonal   b1–h7   and   a   very  strong   rook   on   the   3rd   rank   offer   excellent

attacking chances. ]

18...N f6 

19.R f3! [Encouraging Black to capture on e4.]

19...f x e4 [Ftacnik: 'Bacrot is opting for the less usual line connected with

great risk. White forces are ready to ful y concentrate on the black king and

the main line 19...?e5! is trying to slow down enemy's initiative. ']

[Also after 19...R e5 Black's defensive task is far from being easy. 

20.R x f5 R x f5 

21.e x f5 B x d5

22.N g4 b x a4 

 (22...c4 

 23.N f3 b x a4 

 24.B d2 N d3 

 25.B x d3 c x d3 

 26.B c3 N x g4 

 27.h x g4 B c4 

 28.Q x a4²  Kulaots,K-Sulskis,S/Tallin 2006 ) 

23.N e4 B e7 

24.N e x f6+ B x f6 

25.B d2 B b3 

26.Q f3 R b8 

27.B x h6!+– Harikrishna,P-Vescovi,G/K hanty Mansiysk 2005]

20.N x e4 N b xd5 

21.N g4 K h8 [After the capture on g4 White's pawn could be used to open

up the cover of the black king. 

21...N x g4 

22.h x g4 N b4 

23.g5 B x e4 

24. 

25.B x e4 d5 

26.B f5 Q e7 

27.g x h6 Q e5 

28.h x g7 B x g7 

29.B g4±  Farkas,Z-Sorroche Lupion,F/SEMI 2001 ; 21...N x e4 Ftacnik 22.B

x e4  

 (22...N c3 

 23.R x f8+! K x f8 

 24.Q f3+ K g8 

 25.N x h6+! g x h6 

 26.Q g3+ K h8 

 27.Q x c3+) 

23. N c7 

24.N f6+  (24.N x h6++–) 

24...g x f6 

25.R g3+ K h8 

26.R h4+–]

22.B d2! [This move is definitely better than 22.?xh6 which has been played

in an old correspondance game.]

[22.B x h6 N x e4 

23. 

24.B x e4 N c3 

25.b x c3 B x e4 

26.R e3 B c6„ Andresen,T-Lumley,W/corr 1995 ; 22.b3 Ftacnik 

22...N x e4 

23.B x e4  

24. N c3 

25.R x c3 B x e4µ]

22...N x e4 ['?' Ftacnik.  A logical attempt to get rid of the white light-squared

bishop,   but   White   can   manage   well   enough   without   it.   Ftacnik:   'Most

probably the decisive mistake in the game. The future battles may center

around the line 22...?xg4.']

[22...N x g4 Ftacnik 

23. h x g4 Q d7 

(23...N f6 24.N x f6 g x f6 

 (24...B x f3? 25.Q c2!+–) 

25.R x e8 Q x e8 

26.Q c2 Q d7 

27.B c3! B x f3 

28.Q g6! Q g7 

29.B x f6+–) 

24.g5 R e6÷; 

22...b4 Ftacnik 23.Q c2‚]

23. 

24.B x e4 N c3  [After 24...Q e7? White would've launched the decisive

attack on the light squares. 

25.B b1 c4 

26.Q c2 g5 

27.Q g6 Q g7 

28.R f7 Q x g6 

29.B x g6 B c6 

30.B c3+ N x c3 

31.R h7+ K g8 

32.N f6#]

25.B x c3 B x e4 

26.R f4 [Ftacnik: 'Karjakin wil  perform the decisive phase of the attack with

exeptional vigour. It made little sense to sacrifice the exchange with the help

of the move 26.?xh6, since the attacker would have been left with too little

firepower to finish the deed.']

26...B g6 [Covering the square f7 as White's knight is coming to h6.]

[26...d5? 

27.N x h6 B g6 

28.Q g4 K h7 

29.Q e6 K x h6 

30.R g4 Q e8 

31.R h4+ K g5 

32.Q g4#; 

26...Q e8 

27.N x h6 Q g6 

28.R g4 Q e6 

29.R h4 B e7 

30.Q g4!  (30.R h5 B f8) 

30...Q x g4 

31.R x g4 B f8 

32. b4 

33.N f5 b x c3 

34.b x c3 K g8±]

27.N x h6 Q g5 [27...d5 28.Q g4 is similar to 26...d5?.]

28.Q f3! [ It's about time to enjoy some material gains.]

28...Q x h6 [28...K h7 29.N f7 B x f7 30.R x f7+– and Black loses a piece.]

29.B d2!+– [Forcing Black to give up a queen. In case of]

[29.R x f8+ R x f8 30.Q x f8+ K h7 31.Q x d6 B e4± Black could put up some

resistance, even though an endgame should be winning for White.]

29...Q x f4 

30.B x f4 R e8 

31. a x b5 a x b5 

32.Q c6 K h7 [Of course not 32...b4 33.B x d6 R e6 34.Q c8+–]

33.Q x b5 d5 

34. Q d7 d4 

35.h4! [A very important move which does not al ow Black to coordinate his

pieces.]

35...R e4 

36.B g3 [36.B d6!? B x d6 37.Q x d6 R e1+ 38.K h2 R e2 39.h5+–]

36...B e7 

37.h5 B x h5 [Nothing changes 

37...R e1+ 

38.K h2 B x h5 

39.f3 R e2 

40.b4 c4 

41.b5 d3 

42.b6+– and White promotes a pawn.]

38.f3 R e2 

39.K f1 R x b2 

40.Q x e7 R b1+ 

41. K f2 [A very powerful performance by young Ukrainian grandmaster!]

1–0
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